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P O L I T I € A L LI F 1 

' O .F 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 

C H A p. L 

Hefienions on party prejudices. Ejffc&s of them miti 
regard to the parties concerned in the troubles of 
King Charles. Cromwell's defcenlf! alliance Sy ani 
firft advances to popularity y fwith a vieiv qf the 
pistives to the civil nvar^ and the fentiments of Mr 
Locke and a Britijh parliament concerning rejsftanee. 

PUBLIC heats and animofities are ^^cry aptly 
compared, by an * author of the firft reputation, 
to the heat cbntradedty a comet, in its approach to 
the fun. When a people have been fo unhappy as to 
fall into theni|. it is long before HHey recover their 
natural temper. We cannot judge, with any certain- 
ty, either of the merits of a caufe, or of the perfoDS 
engaged in it, from the reprefentations of authors, who 
write while that fervour continues, by which themfclves 
have been generally affeded. . Hence it is, that the 
eharadlera of men who a£^ in a high capacity, are fel- 
dora impartially drawn till. a long time after their 
fphere of adion is over, efpecially by writers of their 
own country. Former concurrence andprefent appro*^ 
A 
* Mr A<3<iifur, in the S|tftator, 
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2 LIFE OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 

batlon on the one hand ; contra6ted prejudice and in- 
veterate enmity on the other ; opinion, intereft, and 
the remains of paifion on both, make it a tafk impof- 
fible, at lead too difficult for human nature in general, 
to enter fincerely on the matter in queftion. AflFcAion 
rifes into reverence, refentment dwindles into contempt, 
and hiftories of the time? immediately paft are ufually 
either panegyric^ or fatire. The common people re- 
ceive the impreifions made by the party which fucceeds 
in power, and even reafon and experience are found too 
weak, till after many years, to make things appear in 
their genuine light. . - 

From thefe confiderations, which have the experi- 
ence of all ages to fupport them, we may account for 
the different pidlures that are left us, of men who adled 
on the fame principles, and with the fame views ; nay 
more, we may learn, why the villain in defign, who 
has profpered, has been called the father of his coun- 
try, and the nnprofperous hero and patriot negleftcd 
or martyred. How many brave and virtuous perfons, 
who boldly contended for the liberties of their fellow- 
citizens, have been branded with public infamy, and 
fuffered as rebels and traitors^ only becaufe they have 
;r«ot fucceeded in attempts, which would otherwife have 
crowned them with immortal honour ? How many e- 
nemies of public liberty, who had nothing in view but 
the gratification of their own ambition, and no pretence 
to ; uiperiority but from their ^wealth and influoncci 
bavc been complimented by thofe very people, whofe 
rights they had invaded and fubvcrted, with pompous 
titles and extravagant conceffions ; which have after- 
awards, by their defendants, been made the foundation 
'of another fott of claim *, that of divine appointment, 
and hereditary, Indefeafible right ? It is true, future 
age6 generally do jullice to particular merit, wtere the 
traces of it are by any means pre(ervcd. But when it 
lias been ftifhionable, for whole centuries together to 
infult the memory of any great perfon, it will not be 
eafy for the moft impartial writer, who can have only 
fuch partial materials, to draw a picture worthy the 



r 



LIFE OF OLIVER CROMWEL^L. ^ 

•nginal. It is therefore neccffary, that we fhould^be 
as careful as poffibk in preferving fuch lineaments o^ 
public.charadlers, while they caa be known^ as may 
enable poflerity to imitate the whole features, when 
truth (hall venture to appear, and party and prejudice ■ 
^arc no more. 

The revolutions in England, between the yearf 
1640 and 1660, which, indeed, can hardly be parallel- 
ed in hiftory, have been the fource of more virulent 
parties than any other circumftance in our chronicle. 
We need not wonder, if we are fenfible of thefe divi- 
fions, even at the diftance of fourfcorc years. We neccl 
not wonder, if the leading men on the country^fide^ 
though in reality perfons of great abilities and fortune^ 
were reprefented as a fet of hypocritical fcoundrels and 
blind enthufiafts, by the partizans of King Charles II. 
after that prince was redored to the dignity which he 
thought his natural inheritance, but which he had long 
been deprived of by the prevailing party. And, as the 
Dotionfl of divine right, and abfolute unlimited power, 
were afterwards carried to a great height during his 
and his brother's reign, by the court and the corrupt 

f)art of the clergy, it is not ftrange,^ that the friends of 
iberty (hould fall into contempt, and be ftigmatized as 
fo many enemies to government \ that all the mifchiefs 
of a ci?il war, which a weak and mifguided king had 
been led into by his ambitious minillers, fhoald be 
charged on thofe principles which alone could prefer ve 
a harmony between the fovereign and hisi people. And 
while the accufation ran thus high in general; it was ' 
not likely that particular charaders fhduld efcape. 
Thofe, efpeciaily, who had been any way concerned in 
the adminiftration of affairs during the king*s exile, 
'were to be ftript of every human virtue, and macie to 
appear worfe than cannibals. Their fobriety, tempe 
ranee, jufticer.moderation, piety, were to be reprefcLted 
only aJLhypocriiy^and affectation. Oliver Cromwell, 
to be fure, muft dand foremofl in the black )ifl. It 
was not engugh to call him ufurper, tyrant^ Uraitov^ 
A 2 



4 I-IFE OT OLIVER CROMWELL. 

»feut cJven thofe very perfonal qualities, which ena,ble<! 
him to affume and fupport the firft characlcr m the 
age, were to be rendered ridicalous and contemptible^ 
as well as odious. A very odd method of procedure 
this ! vto perfaade ns that a man, without the capacity 
Tequifite in a common jufHce of peace, fhould be, not 
only too hard for the whole royal family, but even for 
his own mafters, and all the minifters and crowned 
heads'^ with whom he had any thing to do : That a 
man without principle, or whofe Handing principle was 
no better than this *, ** that moral laws are binding 
^nly on ordinary occafions," Ihould be more cxadl and 
t:ircurafpc6^ in the adminiftration of juftice than any 
fovei::fi^ who had gone before him ; fhould feek out 
capable and worthy men for all employments, more 
^fpecLally for thofe of the lav^^, fo as to give a general 
fatisfa£^ion. Yet all this, however, we have been 
taught tobelieve. Cromwell, it feems, was ppffcffed , 
of no real virtues, either civil or military ; yet aded ^ 
more like a perfon poffeflVd of them all, than almoft 
any other we can meet with in.our ancient chronicles. 

But fafts arc very ftubborn tnings, and it fs vain to ' 

Tcfift their evidence. The moft prejudiced hiftorians ; 

on the other fide, have related fuch jiAtons of our Bri- j 

tifli hero, as (hew their charaders of him to be parti- i 

ally drawn ; nay, /even in the piAurcs of their owti in- 
vention, they have not been able to avoid fome linea- 
ments that contradict the general idea they give of 
him, aad (hew him to be another fort of a man thaa 
■they are willing we fhould -believe. The prcfent age • 
begins to fee through all this, and the name of Crom- 
well is now thought no difhonour to the Englifh nation. 
At this favourable juadlure, therefore, when there are 
not wanting thofe who wifh our public conduft,; in 
particular with regard to a certain haughty, though 
»coRteraptIble people, v^cre copied from that of this 
tgrcat man, I (hall venture to draw together fuch paf- 
. fages of his life, and range them under proper headai, 
* Bara«t's hiftory. 
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LIFE OF OLIVER CRdMWELL. 5^ 

.^i majr (hew what he really was, and remove^ upon the 
principles of our bcft writers di> the part of liberty, 
much of that load of calumny which he has hitherto 
Born^ The talk, I apprehend, will not be difiipuk. 

His afluming the regal power at the time when be 
4id,. will be confldered in a chapter by itfctf. But it 
ifi neceflary here to obviate one qommon objedion ; 
^ That being born a private man, he could not, by 
any means, have u. legal right to the foverejgnty over 
others at all.'* This miixim l^^s been much -contended* 
for under eilablifhed hereditary monarchieSj and might 
fcave been univerfally received, if reafon and hiftory did 
not prove it to be without foundation. But the moft 
impartial difquifitions of the matter, founded on the 
common finfe and practice of mankind, have long ago- 
convinced the wife and unpr^udiced^ that no indivi- 
dual, however nobly born, has a right over the perfou 
or property qf another, except only irom mutual coto- 
pad, entered into for general benefit^ the conditions of 
which are as obligatory oil the governing, as on the 
gov^erncd partis. No man, therefore, in the nature of 
things, is any way.fuperior ox inferior to bis fellow- 
citizena, but on Inch conditions as they are fuppofed-^ 
to have reciprocally confented t^. It is only to pre- 
vent the confufion that richea> int^refi, or amfeition* 
might create, among perfons equally qualified, that 
the fovereignty has been fettled in particular families. 
It is in regard only to conveniency, that the fucccffion 
fhould remain uninterrupted, as long as it can be con- 
Jiftcnt with the whole. But where this is infringed,, 
difpen fed with, fuperfeded,. the obligation is cancelled^, 
•the poopk are free, and may either chufe a new form 

. of government, or put the old into otber hands. Where 
this has happened indeed, the choice, for very manifeft 
reafons, has ufually fallen, on fome one of the greatcll 
fortune and figure. But this cannot be attributed to 

•.any natural right in the perfon, unlefs we fuppofe au- 
thority to be the neceffary confcquence of riches andi 
^tereft^ which would, produce wore confufioa ihixn 
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any other fyftcm that has yet been advanced* In a 
wordy the natural and moral qualifications of the per- 
fon, where the eledion is cntirdy free, are the moft 
probable recommendations to the community, whofe 
confent^ alone can conftitute a lawful authority. If I 
can prove, therefore,, that Cromwell had more of thefe 
qualifications than any other man of his age, and as 
much of this cofifent as was confident with the temper 
of the times, I fhalKdo an a^of juflice to his memory^ 
which feems to be hitherto wanting. 

This great man, notwitfaftanding what fome have 
ignorantly afTcrted, was very well defcended *. The 
original name of his family was not Cromv^ell, but 
Williams. Morgan. Williams, fon and heir of Wil- 
liamS) married the fifler of the famous Lord Cromwell, 
who was made Earl of EfTex by king Henry VHL 
By her he had a fon named Richard, who was knight* 
cd by king Henry, lind took Ihe name of his uncle 
Cromwrell, though he kept the arms of Willianw. He '^ 

married Frances, daughter and coheir of Sir Thomas I 

Murfyn ; and upon the difToIution of the mona^eries, 
obtained all the lands that belonged to them in Hun- 
tingdpnfhire, which amounted to a prodigious value. 
Thus Sir Richard Cromwell, at a folemn triuniph held 
at Weftminfter, anno 1540, before king Henry VIM. * 

and which was proclaimed in Erance, Spain, Scotland, i 

and Flanders, overthrew two of the combatants, Mr j 

* Hefaysthus of himfelf, inafpcechto the parliament, Sept. ] 

inU i6j4 : *' I was by birth a gentleman, living neither in any J 

confiderable height, nor yet in obfcurity. I have been called to ] 

feveral employments, in the ns^tion, and to ferve in parliaments : j 

and I did endeavour to difcharge the duties of an honeft man in 
thofe fervices." Mr Milton calls his houfe *< noble and illuiUi- 
, cus;" and fays,.** the niime was formerly famous in the nation, 
-when weil governed bv kings ; but more famous for orthodox re- 
ligion, then either 6r(t reftored or edabliihed among us.^' ** He 
is well born, fays another author, and of a noble and anrient ex- 
tract.'*' VnparalUlid Monarchy page 69. Father Orleans, in bis 
hiftory of the revolutions of England, exprcflcs himfelf thus : 
*'. Cromwell was well enough born, no|to be contemptible ; and 
yet not fo well as to be fufpedcd of afpuing to fuvcrcignfy," 
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Palmer and Mr Cufpcy. He had a fon, Henry, who 
was knighted by Queen Elizabeth in the fixth year of 
her reign. This Sir Henry married Joan, daughter 
and heir of Sir Ralph Warren, and refidcd chiefly at 
Hinchingbrook, where had been a houfe of nuns* He 
is faid to have been a worthy gentleman, that lived in ,' 
high cfteem both at court and in his country. The , 
father of our protc6lor, Robert Cromwell, Efq; was 
fccond fon of Sir Henry, s There were five more : Sir 
Oliver was the eldeft, who had a vaft eftate, and after 
whom his nephew Oliver feema to be named : the o- 
thers were Henry > Richard, Philip, and Ralph. We 
read of Sir Oliver, that at his houfe at Hinchingbrook^ 
on the acceffion of King James L he made the mofl: 
noble entertainment that ever had been made by a pri- 
vate fubjeft, in honour of his fovereign. 

But Mr Robert Cromweirs elftate was much inferior 
to his brother's. He^liad not above three hundred 
pounds a year, when his wife, daughter of Sir Richard 
Stewart, brought him a fon that was to have, at bis 
command the perfons and fortunes of three we^tky 
nations. It was on the 25th of April, 1599, thit^thas 
prodigy was given to the world, at the town 0/ fttiii- 
tingdon, where his father then inhabited. "^Tjie ac- 
counts , We have of his youth are imperfeft and unfatif- 
fa6^ory^; for he never diftinguiftied himfelf till he was 
called upon to dolt in a public capacity. ^ We only 
learn, that his father took care of his educatibn, fend- 
ing him, when grown up, to Sidney- col lege in Cam- 
bridge, where he difcovered more inclination to an 
adive than a fpeculative life : though there are proofs 
fufficient that his advances in learning were not defpi- 
cable, fince they made him maftef of a genteel ftile. 
It was owing, perhaps, to his turn for aftion, that we 
read of his running into fome excefTes, when he retired 
from Cambridge after his father's death j which dcca* 
lioned his mother to enter him at Lincolii^s- Inn^. The 
ftudy of the law, however, did not long agree with 
him J and having five hundred pounds a year left hio 
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l)y his maternal uticle, Sir Richard Stewart, over and! 
above what he inherited from his father, he -fixed en- 
tirely in the -country, growiiig as remarkably fober and 
religious, as he had been before vicious and extrava- 
gant* For fome time after his reformation he adheredr 
to the church of England, but at laft fell in with the 
Puritants. 

The grievancca of the people were at this time- 
many and greaty occafioned by the encroachments oF 
the court and, clergy, on almoft every branch of civil 
and religious liberty. CromwelFs engagement on the 
Puritan fide, at his firfl coming into the Houfe of Cbm- 
xnons, made him a warm flickler for the country inte-- 
reft. He was one of the committee of religion in King- 
Charles's third parliament, and made himfelf taken 
notice of on this occafion by the people, as a perfoh 
well affe6^ed to the legal eonftitution of^ his country. 
But what made him the moil popular, was his oppofi- 
tion to an undertaking in which the King himfelf was 
Y:oncerned, for draining the fens in Lincolnlhire and 
tl^c Ifle of Ely. At thi« time, by heading the town V> 
people ©f Cambridge, he got to be eledled one of theic 
burgeifes, to ferve in the pafliaraent of 1640,. after- 
wards called the long parliament. 

In this parliament he (hewed himfelf a zealous and 
forward oppofer of the public grievances. The whole 
fenate, indeed, were earneftly bent on profecuting the 
affair ; and work enough they had on their hands. 
An4 as Cromwell's conduft herein was no way diffe- 
rent from that of the reprefentativc in general, I fhall> 
hetCf in order to his }uftification, give a charafter of' 
that affembly, as drawn by an author who wrote at the- 
requeft of one of the royal family. I fhall alfo, chiefly 
from the fame writer, infcrt a general view of the ftate- 
of thie nation at that time, and of the caufes of the un-. 
happy breach that followed. 

* No age ever produced greater men than thofe who^ 
dat in that parliament ; they iiad fuffi^ient abilities. 
•* Well wood^s Memoirs. 
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and inclinations to render the King and their country 
happy, if England had not been, through a chain of 
coircurring accidents, ripened for deftruftlon. At their 
iitting down, a fcene of grievances, under which we 
had long groaned, was laid open, and all topics made 
life of to paint them out in the livelleit colours, Ihe 
many cruelties and illegal pra^Iccsof the ilar-chamber 
find high-commiilion courts, that had alie^iated peoples 
minds from the hierarchy, were now infilled on, to 
tlirow down thofe two arbitrary tribunals ; ajid wi;k 
thera, fome time after, the bifhops out of the Houfe of 
Peers, and at length Epifcopacy itfelf out of the church. 
It was not a few of cither houfe, but indeed all the 
great patriots, that concurred at iirft to make an en- 
quiry into the grievances of this reign. Sir Edward 
xiide, afterwards Earl of Clarendon, and Lord Chan- 
cellor of England ; the Lord DIgby ; the Lord Falk- 
land ; the Lord Capcl ; Mr Grimftone, who wSs 
» .-chofen afterwards fpeaker of the Houfe of Commons that 
F brought in King Charles U. and was mailer of the rolls ; 
Mr Mollis, afterwards Lord Hollis 5 and in general, 
moft of thofe who took the King's part in the Uicceed- 
ing war, were the men that appeared with the greateft 
I zeal for the redrefs of grievances, and made the fharp-^ 
eft fpeeches upon thofe fubjeds. The intentions of 
' thofe gentlemen were certainly noble and juft, and 
f tended to tlie equal advantage of King and people : but 
the fate of England urged on its ruin, ftep by Hep, till 
an open rupture bet;ween the K'mg and parliament made 
the gape too wide ever to be.m^dc up again. 

Sir Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Stafford, and Dr 
Laud, Archbifhop of Canterbury, had too great a (hare 
in the miniftry, to efcape being cenfurcd 5 and they 
were the firft that felt the cffcdts of a popular hatred. 
Thefe two gentlemen, and James Duke of Hamilton, 
"firft advifed King Charles to call this parliament ; and 
all three fell by it, though not at the fame time. King 
Charles now, from the necefficy of the times, did every 
'thing to fatisfy the parliament : he paffed the bill foi^ 
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attainting the Earl of Stafford, though with reluAancfj 
as believing he deferred not fuch hard meafure : he 
took away ^monoj^ioHes, that had been a-difcourage- 
mentto trade : he expreffed himfelf t6 their contentment 
in the matters of loan, (hip-money, tonnage and pound- 
.age, and other unwarrantable methods that had been, 
ufed in raifing mt)ney ; and (hewed a fettled refolution 
to comply with them, in every thing that might tend 
to the cafe and fecurity of the fubjeft. As Jn the pre- 
ceding parliament he had paffed the petition of right, 
fo in the beginning of this, he had agreed to the sB.9 
for triennial parliaments, and for aboli(hing the ilar* 
chamber and high-commifliQn courts, which had been 
great grievances ; and with chearfulnefs paflTed that a6t 
whicK feemed inconfiftent with his own juft preroga- 
tive, " That that parliament (houldnotbe diffolved 
but by ad: of parliament ; nor prorogue or adjourned 
but by their own confent.** 

The King having, upon thefe conceffions, received 
the thanks of both houfes, and the loud applaufes of 
his people, took a journey to Scotland in AugW i64l> 
to fettle matters there, that required his prefencc ; 
that kingdom having juft before been at war with Eng- 
land, on account of the grievances there introduced. 
He left the parliament fitting, which they continued to 
do for fome time, and then adjourned themfcKes to 
OAober following. At the King's going away, 
affairs had been already fettled betwixt tlie two king- 
doms by an aft of pacification, and both armies or- 
dered to be difbanded, the Scots i-eturnuig home for 
that purpofe. ' 

But while the King was in Scotland, the Trifh rebel- 
lion broke out, which became a new bone of conten- 
tion between him and the parliaments of both nations. 
He feemingly took - meafures in Scotland abopt fup- 
.preifing that rebellion, and is faidto have made hafte 
back to England to concert with the parliament con- 
cerning it. He did not aft, however, with fo much 
vigour, as to convince every one of his fincerity in the 
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aSFair : and it appeared that the Queen, who very much 
governed his Majefty, kept up a correfpondence with 
'Lord Antrim, one of the chief agents in that bloodfhed. 
Neverthelefs the King was received in London, at his 
return, with all demonftratious of affedion. The Loi'd 
Mayor and Aldermen, the nobility, gentry, and 
trained-bands, met him without the city, andcondu6led 
him in great date, amid the acclamations of the people, 
the city .companies lining the ftrcet on each fide, to 
Guildhall, where he was royally feafled, and after 
dirnicr condu6led with the fame pomp to Whitehall. 
" What man, fays Dr Wellwopd, that had feen a 
prince thus received into his capital city, could have 
imagined, that, within lefs than feven weeks, he fhould 
bje -obliged to leave it upon the account of tumults, 
never to fee it again, but as a prifoner brought thither 
to die lippn a fcaffold ? yet this was King Charles's hard 
fortune." ^ - 

The Houfe of Commons had begun, fome few days 
before his return, to fall into heats about innovations 
in religion ; the rebellion in Ireland ; plots faid to be 
laid in Scotland ; the difabling of the clergy to exerclfe 
temporal jurifdidion ; and excluding the bifhops from 
votes ia parliament: all which matters, together with 
ibme reports that were fpread about of fome defigns 
againft the parliament,^ led the houfe itito that remark- 
able petition and remonftrance of the ftate of the na- 
tion, in which they repeated all the mifmanagements 
in tlie government fince the King*s coming to the 
throne, and attributed all to evil counfels and counfel- 
iors, and a malignant party about the King. The 
billetting of foldiers contrary to law, the dilfolutlon 
and fupenfion of parliaments, the fevcre imprifonment 
of feveral -members, the railing of money by unparlia- 
mentary ways, violent profeculions for non-payment, 
arbitrary proceedings in the courts of law, the late be- 
haviour and doArines of the high-flown clergy, /conti- 
nuance of thofe abufes fince the late conceffions, were 
fome of thc.topici wfifted oa. ^Thi« rcmonAraocc 
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met with great oppofitlon in the houfe, the debate lad- 
ing from * three o'clock in the afternoon till ten o'clock 
the next morning, when it pafled by a ftnall majority. 
It was prefented to his Majefty the eighth day after his 
returh from Scotland. This petition and remonftrance, 
together with the King's anfwer to them at their deli- 
very, and the declaration which he publifiied at large 
afterwards to the fame purpofe, contain the matter of 
almoft all thofe fatal differences, that came, within a 
very ihort time after the^. were drawn up, to be de- 
cided by the fword. But they bemg very lung, and to 
l)e met with' in mod hlftorijcs of that time, 1 fiiall not 
fwell this volume with them. 

Cromwell was a great promoter of this remonftrance ; 
and we have this remarkable paffage concerning him, 
while it was in agitation. A day having been appoint- 
ed for retaking it into confideration, upon its not being 
called for till late, the matter was put off till next mor- 
ning. I Crpmwell, hereupon, afkcd the Lord Falkland 
why he was for deferring it, fince that day would have 
put an end to the bufinefs. His J^ordfhip anfwered, 
" There will not be tinfie enough; for fure if will take 
up fome debate.'' To which the other replied, " A 
very forry one:" concluding it would be oppofed by 
very few. But the day after it was over, when upoa 
fo hard a (Iriigglc it pafTed only by a majcrliy of nine. 
Lord Falkland afked Mr Cromwell if there had been 
a debate. "Yes, faid he, and I wilt take your word 
another tlire." Then vvhifpering in the Lord Falk- 
land's ear, he added, *< If the remonftrance had not 
paffed, I would have fold all 1 had the" next morning, 
and have never feen England more ; and 1 know 
many other honcll men that were 'of the fame refolu- 
tion."" 

Some years before this, indeed, on account of the 
fcvere proceedings of Archbifhop Laud againft the Pu- 

• This; is WfllAoCii's recount : others fay, from n'ne one 
morning till tLrce the next, wliich fums mod probcib'e by what 
foU. ws. 
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titans, Cromwell had formed a defign, together with 
fcveral other gentlemen of fortune and worth, to go to 
the American plantations ; which defign they were 
very near putting in execution, being only prevented 
by a proclamation and order of council, when they 
were adtu^lly embarked, in order to tranfport them- 
felves. This (hews, that Cromwell, at that time, as 
well as the other * excellent pcrfons before-mentioned, 
a6led entirely from a principle of confcicnce in his op-. 
pofltion againft the court, which, without difputC) had 
been guilty of numberlefs bppreffions : and by thefc 
means his reputation increafcd, both in the houfc and 
without, as a fteady and zea1ou$ patriot. 

f Things were nov/ going faft on towards Icffening the 
Confidence betwixt the King and parliament : and yet 
there were not wanting endeavours, on both fides, to 
accommodate matters by foft and healing methods, 
when the King s coding to the Houfe of Commons in 
perfon, to demand | five of th^eir members, whom he 
ixad ordered the day before to be impeached of high 
treafon, put all into a combuftion, and gave occafion 
to the hoofe to aflert their privileges with a greater 
warmth than ever. This was the moft unlucky ftep 
King Ciiarlcs could have made at this juncture : and 
the indifcretion of fome that attended the King to the 
lobby of the houfe, was infified upon as an argument 
that the King was refolved to ufe violence upon the 
•parliament. Thefe five members had hardly time to 
' make their efcap«, juft when the King was entering i 
and upon his going away, the houfe adjourned in a 
flame for fome days, ordering a committee to fit at 
Guildhall in the mean time, as if they were not fafe 
al Wcftrainfter. ' 

B 
* The famoHs Mr John Hampden wa$ one of that number* 

t waiwood. . - 

i Thrfe five members were, Mr Pym, Mr Hampden, Mt 
HoUis, afterwards. Lord Hollis, Sir Arthur Hederig, and Mr 
Strode : Lord Kimbolton was alfo acciifcd by his Majefty of the 
f«me crimes. 
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Whoever they, were that ^dvifcd the King to thi 
ra(h attempt, are jiiftly chargeable with all the blood' : 
that was afterwards fpilt ; for this fudden a£tion was 
the firll and vifible ground of all bur following mife- 
wes. It was believed, that if the King had found the- 
five members in the houfe, andskad.calledin his guards 
to feize them,, the houfe would' have endeavoured their 
defence, and oppofed'* force to force 5 which might 
have endangered the King's perfon, j^it the confe- 
quences were bad enough without this ; for immedi- 
ately upon it jthere was nothing but confufion and tu- 
mults, fears and jealoufies every where, which fprctdb 
themfelves to Whitehall in the rudeft manner : fo that 
his Majefty, thinking himfelf notfafc there,. retired with, 
his faniily to Hampton -court. 

The King leaving his parliam:ent in this manner*, 
Aerc were fcarce any hopes of a thorough reconcilia- 
tion.. But when, after a great many removes from, 
place to place, his Majefty came to fet qp his ftandard* 
at Nottingham,, there enfued a fatal and bloody war, 
which, it is reafonable to believe^ was never defigned. 
at fird by either fide. 

I fhall not give a particular account of this war,, but 
take notice only of fuch fads in which Cromwell was 
perfoiially concerned, as help to fet his character in a> 
clear light. But having faid thu» much concerning, 
the motives and beginning, of it, I fhall add i few rc- 
lledions of the great * Mr Locke, in defence of fub- 
je6t& taking arms agatnfl the prince ; and leave it to^ 
the reader's determination, how far they regard the 
prefent" cafe, and may be urged in vindication of 
Cromwell^ and the other naembcrs of this famous ;pap^ 
Kament. .« 

" Wherefocver law ends, fays this excellent rea- 
fener, tyranny begins^ if the law be tranfgreffed to 
another's harm. And whoever in authority exceeds^ 
the power fi;iven him by law, and makes ufe of the 
force he has under his command, tocompafs thatupoii» 

*' In lus ftcoAd ei&y on gpvcrnmeat, cb. xviiit 
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the Tubje^ which the law allows not, ceaf^s in that t« 
^« be a magi ft rate ; and aftiitg ^without authoritjr> may ^ 
be oppoied, 418 any other m&n, who evades the right i 
of another. This is acknowledged in fuboVdlnate ma- 
:giftrate8. He that hath authority to feize any perfoa 
m the ftrcet, may be oppofcd as a thief or a robber, 
if he endeavours to break into my houfe to execute i 
writ, nctwithlanding that 1 know he h%s fuch a war- 
rant, and fuch a legal authority, as will empower him 
to arreil me abroad. And why this (l^puld not hold in 
the higheft^ as well as in the moft inferior magiftratc, 
I would gladly be* infornaed. Is it treafonable that the 
eldeft brother, becaufe he ha^ the greateft part of his 
'father's eftite, ihould thereby have a right to take 
-away any of his younger brother's portions ? or, that 
-a rich man, who poffeffed a -whole country^ Aiould 
, iirom thence have a right to fei«e, whe<) he pleafcdy the 
garden and cottage ox hj«, poor neighbour i The being 
rightfully poflefled of great power and riches, exceed* 
ingly beyond the greateft part of the fons of Adam, id 
Xo far from being an excufe, much lefs a reafon for ra- 
«piiie and opprcffion, which the endamaging another 
without authority la, that it is a great aggravation of 
it: for the exceeding the bounds of authority** no 
more a ri^ht in the great, than in .a petty officer, no 
jnore juftifiable in a king than a conftable ; but is S0 
much the worfciin him, in that he has more truft put 
^n him, has already a much greater fhare than the reft 
of his bretheren, and is fuppofed, from the advantage 
jpf his education^ enaployment, and counfellors, to be 
jnore knowing in the meafure of riglit or wrong." 

•And in another ♦ place, fpeaking of the chimerical 
notion of refiftence with reverence, a^d , without retri- 
bution of punifhment, he fays, " How to, refift forc^ 
^without ftriking again, or how to ftrikc vrith reve- 
rence, will heed fome (kill to make intclli-gible. He 
•that fcall oppofe an aiTault only with a ftick to receive 
Jbc blows, or in any more refpe^ful jpofture, without | 

* Xlhap. xix. 
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a fword in his hands, to abate the confidence and force 
of the aflallant, will quickly be at an end of his refift- 
ance, and will find fuch a defence only to draw on 
himfelf the worfe ufage. — He therefore who may refift, 
muft be allowed to ftrike : and then let any one join a 
knock on the head, or a cut on the face, with as much 
reverence and refped as he thinks fit. He that can 
reconcile blows and reverence, may, for aught I knowj 
deferve for his pains a, civil refpedlful cudgelling, 
where-ever he can meet with it. — It is true an inferior, 
generally fpeaking, cannot refift a fuperior. But to 
refift force with force, being the ftate of war that levels 
the parties, cancels all former relations of reverence, 
fefpedl, and fuperiority : and then the odd* that re- 
mains 18, that he who oppofes the unjuft aggrefl()r, 
has this fuperiority p^cr him, and he has a right, 
when he prevails, to punilh the offender, both for the 
breach of the peace* and all the events that followed 
upon it." 

A little farther he proceeds thus : " Here, 'tis like, 
the common queftion will be made. Who (hall be 
judge, whether the prince or legiflature ad contrary to 
their truft ? Thl^,- perhaps, ill affeded and fadious 
meii may fpread among the people, when tke prince 
only makes ufe of *his juft prerogative. To this I re- 
ply. The people Ihall be judge : for whb fhall be judge 
whether his truftee or deputy adls well, and according 
to the truft rcpofcd in him, but he who deputes him, 
and muft, by having depiitld H*m, have ftill a power 
to difcard him, when he fails in his truft ? If this be 
reafonable in particular cafes of private then, why 
fhould it be otherwife in that of the greateft moment, 
where the welfare of millions is concerned; and alfo, 
where the evil, if not prevented, is greater, and the 
redrefs very difficult, dear, and dangerous ?" 

But we have a ftill greater authority than that of 
any private man, to vindicate the proceedings of the 
Long Parliament. That very convention which brought 
io King Charles II. though ready to run mad with loy- 
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altf, would not fufFer any refledion on the conduft of 
'their bretheren, except only in, the articleof deftroying 
the King. 

* Mr William Lenthal, who had been, fpeaker of 
the Long ParlianQcat, and was a iriember of the reftor- 
^ ing one, happened to drop this expreffion, in the de- 
bate about the general pardon : ** He who firft drew 
his fword againu the late KLng^ jcommitted as great an 
offence, as he who cut off his head.** Upon which he 
was fcizcd by the ferjeant, and Sir Harbottle Grim- 
ftone, by order of the Houfe of Commons, reprimanded 
I him in the following words : *< Sir, The houfe hath 
. taken great offence at forae words you have let fall in 
this debate ; which, in their judgments, contain as 
high a rcfle6lion on the juftice and proceedings of the 
\- Lords and Commons of the lalt parliament in their aft- 
l ings, before 1648, as could be expreffed. They ap- 
r prchend there is much poifon in the faid words, and 
' that they were fpoken out of a defign to inflame, and 
L to render them who drew the fword, to bjing delin- 
f quents to punifhdaent, and to affert their Juft liber- 

i ties, into a balance with them who cut off the King'* 
head.'* 
Thus, fays the author who gives us this paffage,^ 
are ^11 the Lord Clarendon's and Mr Echard's reflec- 
tions on thofe aftings declared to be highly injurious ; 
and the hiilory of England, and that of the grand 
rebellion, which treat thsj*^ glorious parliament as 
rebels, arc condemned in Ufcfmod folemn manner, by 
the declaration of the Houfe of Commons, pronoun- 
ced by their fpeaker. After which, t think> all future 
critics upon them would be fuperfluous and needr 
lefs. 

. B 3 

• Oltical Hiftory'of England, Vel. IL 
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^CromnvelPs military e^phifsy vnd *wpnderful fuccefs^ in 
the civil' njiHirs, daring the life of King Charles L 

W^HEN the differences between the King and par- 
^^ ' liaracnt were come to an open rupture, the a^ivc 
genius of Cromwell would not fuffer him to be an idle 
Ipeftator. He got a captain's coramiffion from the 
•Commons, and immediately ralfed a troop of horfe in 
his own countiY* They confilled of feleft men, whofe 
•bravery he proved by the following ft ratagem. He 
>placed about twelve df them in an ambufcade, near on« 
of the King's garrifoits, who advancing furioufly to- 
wards the Dody, as if th«y had been of the enemy '^s 
party, put fome of their raw companions to the flight. 
tHiefe he immediately cafhiered, and filled their places 
"with others of more courage. 

Other men, *in what profeffion focver, have gene- 
Tally advanced vcT'V flowly, or by fome other means 
'thin, pure merit, to the hr^heft dignities. Btit this 
was not Cromwell's cafe x his advances from a Captain 
to a Lieutenant-general were fb fudden, that thsy 
could not but furprife all that were witnefles to- them. 
HiA fecuring the town of Cambridge, when the col- 
lege-plate was ii^on the point of being fent to the 
•King at O^^ford, and l;^*.^. taking Sir Thomas Con- 
ncfljy, high-fheriff of H^rtfordihire, juft as he was 
:goiag to St Albans, to proclaim the parliament-cbm- 
manders all traitors, were fuch adions as procured 
Jiim the thanks of the houfe,,and foon after recom« 
.mended him to the dignity of a Colonel. In this poft, 
* having raifed a thoufand horfe by his own interefl, h^e 
•cbftruded the levies for the King in Cambridgcfhire, 
Effex, Suffolk, and Norfolk, with incredible diligence : 
he alfo defeated the proje6^ of a counter- affociat ion ( a 

the King's fide, contrived by S* ''^^ "" - " 

others, by furprifing the Jjarties isi 



th incredible diligence : 

a counter- affociat ion ( n J 

Sir John Pettus and a 

I in the toi^ui of Lefloffy J 
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and feifing all tbetr provifions and (lores : then, going 
to convoy fome am munition from Warwick to Glou- 
•ccftcr, he by the way took Hifdeti*houfe, made Sir 
Alexander Denton, the owner, and many others, pr»- 
foncrs, . obtained ti Urge boo^y, and gave an alarm to 
Oxford Itfelf. . 

Being now lyvade Lieutenant-general^ to the Earl cf 
Mancheftcr, he levyed more forces. With thefc march- 
ing towards X.incolnftiire, he -difarmed the parliament*^ 
*cnemies by the way, relieved Captain Wray, who wa« 
-diftreffed by the Newarkers, made a great '{laughter, 
'aod took three troops, ^terwards meeting with 
twenty-four of the King'a troops near Grantham, he 
.•with feven troops only entirely routed them. 

Lord Willoiighby of Parham • having got poffcffion 
.:of Gainfhorough for the parliament^ colonej Cavendifh 
•was fent by his brother, the Earl/of Newcaft4e, with a 
;.great party of horfe, to fummonit- Cromwell attack- 
ed him with only twelve troops, near the town ; ^d 
though Cavendi(h had three tiroes the number of men, 
and prodigious advantage of 'Situation, his party was 
^entirely routed, and Himfelf killed, among a great num- 
ober of .j^other officers. " Thisp fays Whitelock, .was 
the beginning of Cromwell's gceat fortunes ; and now 
'he l^egan to 'appear in the world. He had a* .brave 
regiment of horfe of his countrymen, moll of them 

-* At a general mufter in- 1^44, no men appeared fo full, and 
'•well armed, and civil, as Colonel CromwelPs norfe did. 
, Bate fays, that ** Cromwell ufed them daily to look after, fied, 
: and drefs their horfcs, and, when it was nccemry, to lie together 
'on the ground ; and be/ides taught them to clean and keep their 

arms bright, and have them ready for Service; to chufe the bed 
. armour, and to arm themfelves to the beft advantage. Tramed 
s«.p in this kind of military exercife, they excelled all their fellow- 
^iuldttrs in feats cf war, aiid obtained more vi£^orics over the.ene- 

"hnj,- Thcfc were afterwards preferred to the commanders and of- ^ 
'ficers in the army, and their places, filled i>p with lufty flrong fcl- * 
' lows, whom -he brought up in the fame ftriftnefs of difcipline ^ 

O But the fulicft and betl authority for what is here advanced, msf 
-4>c fouod in Cromwcirs own wurd»,-.al$ <iUoXedtby the. RcY.'Mr 
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freeholders, and freeholders fons, who, upon matter of 
<jonfciencc, engaged in th6 quarrel under Cromwell- 
And thus being well armed within, by the fatisfaftion 
of their own confcience»j| and without by good iron 
arms, they would as one man ftand firibly, and charge 
defperately.*' He w§s obliged, however, after this 
victory, to retreat the fame -night to Lincoln; which 
he did in good order, and marched the next day to the 
Earl of Mancheffer at Bofton. Colonel Cavendifti's . 
troops rallying, after the death of their^ leader, and 
joining the Earl of Newcaftle, Cromwell thought it 
not prudent to engage agtinll ' fuch prpdigious odds ; 
fo drew ofF witH all, the condu6i of an experienced ge- 
nerah ' 

Hi^ next a6lion was againft Sir John.Henderfon, an 
old commander^ at the head of eighty-feven troops^ > 

Peck, from his conference dn the parliament's dcfiring him to take 
on him the title of King : " I was a perfon that from my firft 
employment «^as fuddenJy preferred and lifted up from lefler trufts 
to greater^ From toy firft being Captain of a troop of horfc, I 
did labour, as well as I couldf to difcbarge my trull ; and God 
blefled me, at it pleafed him, I had a very worthy friend then, 
Mr John Hampden, and he was a very noble perlbn, tind I know 
his n^cmory is very grateful to all. At my firft going out into this, 
engagement, I few our men beaten on crery hand : I did indeed ;. 
and defired him that he would make.fome additions to my Lord 
Eflcx's army of fome new regiments ; and I told him it would be 
ferviceable to him in bringing fuch men in, as I thought had a 
fpifit that would do fomething in the work. Your troops, fald I, 
are moft of them old decayed ierving-men and tapfters, and fuch 
kind of fellows ; and their troops are gentlemens fons, younger 
ions, and persons of quality : and do you think that the fpirit of 
iiich bafe and mean fellows will ever be able to encounter gentle- . 
men, -that have honour, and courage, and refolution in them ? 
Tou muft get men of a fpirit, and (take it not ill what I fay) of a 
fpirit that is likely to go on as far as gentlemen will go ; or elfe I 
am furc you • will be beaten Hill. I told him fo. He was a wife 
'and worthy perfon, and he did think tbat I talked a good notion, 
but an impra^icablb one» I told him, I could do fomewhat in itiv 
And I raifed fuch men as had the fear of God before them, and. 
made fome conference of what they did. And from that day for- 
ward they never were beaten, but whenever they engaged again (i 
the enemy, they beat continually." Peck's memoirs oi the life, 
id anions of Oliver Crojuwcll* p- S«i in the ftoici. 
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They met near Horn-caftle, at a place called Wind- 
fby- field. Here Cromwell was in great danger, having 
his horfe killed in the firil fhock, and being ftruck 
down again as he attempted to rife. But his good 
fortune llill protefted hrm ; in about an hour the roy- 
alifts were routed, the Lord Widdrington, Sir Ingram 
Hopton, and other perfons of quality, with about fif- 
teen hundred foldiers and inferior officers, were left 
dead on the field, very few being Icfl on the parliament 
fide. Many prifoners, arms, and horfes, were taken ; 
and it was in confequence of this vi6lory, that the Earl 
of Manchefter made himfelf marter of Lincoln. 

Soon after this followed the battle of Marftonmoor. 
The parJiament army, under the Earl of Maocheller, 
Lord Fairfax, and General Leven, had been obliged 
by Prince Rupert to raife the fiege of York. His 
Highnefs, not contented, with this advantage, rcfolved 
to give them battle, and accordingly came up with 
them at the above mentioned place. In the engage- 
ment, the left wing of the royal army, commanded by 
the Prince in perfo^, put to flight the parliament's 
right wing,' and in it the faid thsee generals. But the 
Prince purfiiing them too far, Cromwell^ who cbna- 
manded the left wing, found means to draw over the 
vi£lory to his fide, and get the whole honour of it to 
himfelf. He engaged clofely the Earl of Ncwcaftle, 
who had before only cannonaded at a diftance, and the 
action on both fides was warm and defperatc. The 
horfe having difcharged their pillols, flung them at each 
other's heads, and then fell to it with their fwords. But 
after a very obllinate difpute, Crom well's fuperipr genius 
prevailed, and the King's right wing was totally rout- 
And now the Prince returning with his vidorlous 
rty, was alfo charged at unawares, and entirely de- 
ated, by the referve of Cromwell's brigade. 
In this a£lion, above four thoufaiid of the King's 
rces were ilain, and fifteen hundred taken priofners, 
ong whom were above a hundred perfons of dilliac- 
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tion, and confiderable officers. All their artillery, 
great number of fmall armS;, and much ammunition, 
together with the Prince's own ftandar^, were alfo ta- 
ken : the parliamentarians lofing not above three hun- - 
dred men. ^The whole glory of it is univerfally afcrfb- 
ed to <^romwell, who, according to fome, was abfeot i 
when Maiichefter^ Tairfax, andLcven, w^re put in con- 
fufion, being gone off to have a wound drefled, i«rhich 
he received at the firft charge : but returning to his 
poft, he (hewed what good fenfe united with valour 
could do ; for by his owti prowefs he infpired the 
troops with frefti courage, and imnnediately gave a new 
turn to the fortune of tlje day. For by his beha^viourfa 
thfs meaiorablc bfittle, which was fought on the 2d of 
July 1644, Cromwell gained th^ name of Ironlides, 
alluding to his invincible bravery, andthe impenetrable 
ftreogth of his troops. The confequcitces on the 
King's iide were, diffenfion and feparAtion between tkc 
Prince and his confederates, and foon after the furrcn- 
dcr of the city of York, by Sir Thomas Glemham. 

I am very fcnfible that Sir Ayilliam Dugdale, in his 
tfliart view of the late trout)1e8, and Lord Hollis, m \m 
inemoiFS, have accufed Cromwell of egregious cowar- 
dice, the former in the l^attle of Edge-hil]. and the lat- 
ter in .this battle of Marftonmoor : but as tney botfe 
do it only on hearfay, and were beiides profefled ene* 
mies of our commander, and as all the concurrent and 
fubfequent fa^s and circumftances, in particular his 
great reputat^'on from this time^ entirely contrndift and 
overthrow every calumny of that nature, it is certainly 
needlefs to ufe any other means to wipe off their ai* 
^erfions- 

In fadl, Cromwell began 4iow to be fo very much 
taken notice of, that fome dreaded, pthers envyed, a«d 
1* ?.(^**iced him. It is reported, that the chara6ler 
givtu 'jt !^. ^'the King by Archbifhop Williams, 
made fuch an Iixvprenion on his Majefty, that he was 
heard to fay, " I would fonie one wo-ild do me the 
good fervice to brin^ Cromwell to me alive .or dead*"*' 
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The Earl of Eflcx grew jealous of him : \he Scots 
commiifioners *, at his initigatlon, held a conference 
wTth fome of the parh'ament's metnberS) how to get 
rid of him, in which he was veKenaently accufcd by 
the Chancellor of Scotland. -He h«d alfo a difference 
with the Earl of Manchefter, whom he accufsd of cow- 
ardice at the &coQd battle of Newbury, which ended 
in an irreconcileable breach between them. Yet, ia^ 
midtl all his enemies and rivals, Cromwell- ftill carried 
his point, fo far, that when the army was new^modcl- 
kd, by what was called the felf-denying ordinance, 
which excluded, all members of parliament from mill* 
tary pofts, he continued a lingle exception to this ge- 
neral law, and kept his command, when the Earls of' 
Effex, Manchefter, Denbigh, and Warwick, the Lord 
Grey of Groby, Sir William Waller, Major-generil 
Maffey, and many 'others, were removed from theirs. 
Of fudi importance did his fervices ,now appear, that 
envy and oppofition could have no efFe(Sl agairiit him, 
though promoted by perfons in the higheft ftations. 

I do not pretend to give a regular narrative of all 
the a6kion3 of this great man*, and therefore fhall haften 
ever thofe of lefs moment ; fuch a» his defeat of the 
Earl of-Northampton and Lord Goring at Tflip-^bridge ; 
&is taking Bletchington-houfc, for the furrendei; of 
which Colonel Wihdebank was fhot to death at Ox- 
ford \ »hi&> taking Sir William Vaughan, and Lieuten- 
ant^colonel Littleton,, with moft of their men, prifon- 
crs ; his ftormlng of Faringdon-houfe, where he was 
repulfed by Sir George Lifle : It is fufficient to take 
noticc) that a little before the battle of Nafeby he was 
appointed \ Lieutenant-general of the horfe> notwith- 

♦ This wa$ in confcqaence of (bmc letters front the chief offi- 
cers of horfe to the parliamcir?, dcfiring that 0>|q|4.CrQ*n<Ac!i 
might be Lientenant-general of horfe under Sr .^/u:..as Fai-fiv, 
After feme debate, iays Whireiock, the houie ordered,* *» That 
Sir Thomas Fairfax /hould appoint Cromwell to command the 
liotfe under him as LieutenaDt-geDcral>. if he thought fit." 
t Vide Chap, VI. 
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of thofe gentlemen upon whofe ruins he was now vift- J 
bly railing. Whitelock informs us, that he now be- I 
gan to increafe in the favour of the people, and of the ' 
army, and to grow great to the envy of many. 

There is a pafTage in the Portuguefe ambaifador's " 1 
panegyric to the proteftor, v^hich I cannot help in- 
ferting here: ** A way being made, fays the. author, 
through the inferior pyfts, he rofe to be the Lieutenaot- • 
general of the army ; where, with a finguJar preroga-, 
tive of experience, acquired through all the military 
offices, he fo fuited himfelf to all perf6ns,that hefeem- 
cd to be born dnly to that truft which he then exer- 
cifed. He commanded both the horfe ar.d foot forces 
with the fame eafe, though in their ufe and ordering £6 
difFerent from each other; and performed fuch great | 
znd wonderful things with the help of each, .tliat he I 
made it a doubt, which of them may be of the molt ^ 
fervice in an cn^^ag^ment, fince it was evident that both 
(lood in need 6? fo great 3. Captain for the gaining of 
ihofe happy fuccefles which he won in battle *.'' ] 

Fairfax ^was the parliament's chief General, in the 
room of the E?irl of Effcx. Cromwell joined him and 
the main army at Gilfborough, bringing with him fix 
hundred horfe a-nd dragoons. The King, having been 
fome time at Borough-hill, drew ©ff from thence to- 
wards Harborougb, and defigncd to march to Pomfret ; ,' 
thinking, if he were followed by the parliament's for- 
ces, he (hould fight with greater advantage northward, "j 
But Ireton, by/Cromweirs advice, being fcnt out with J 
a flying party of horfc) fell upon a party of the King's 
rear, quartered in Nafeby town, and took many prifon- ; 
crs, being fome of Prince Rupert's life-guard, and 
Langdale.'s brigade. This gave fucK an alarm to the 
whole royal army, that the King at midnight left hia 
own quarters, aiid for fecurity hallened to Harborough, I 
vhere the van of his army lay. Here calling up Prince 

• Memoirs, &c. p. ra. Jhis picte is fnppcfeJ to have been 
written by Milton. 
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Rupert, he futnmoned a council of war, in which it 
was refolved (chiefly through the Prince's eagernefs, 
the old commanders being much againft it) to give the 
enemy battle ; and fincc Fairfax, had been fo forward, 
they would no longer ftay for him, but feek him out. 
Accordingly, being come near Nafeby, there they found 
him ; and both armies being drawn up in battalia, 
faced each other. The Princes Rupert and Maurice 
commanded the right wing of the royal army, Sir 
Marmaduke Langdale the left, and the King himfelf 
the main body ; the £afi of Lindfay and Jacob Lord 
Aflley, the right hand refer ve, and the Lord Bard and 
Sir George Lifle, the left rcfervc. The right wing of 
the parliament's army was held by Lieutenant-general 
Cromwell, the left by Colonel Ireton, the main body 
by General Fairfax and Major-general Skippon, who 
fought ftoutly, though fcvcrely pounded in the begin- 
ning pf the fight ; aad the referves were brought up 
by Rainfborough, Hammond, and Pride. The place 
of adion was a large fallowf field, on the north* weft fide 
of Nafeby, above a mile broad ; which fpace of ground 
wts wholly taken up by the two arniies. 

All things being difpofed, on the 14th of June, at 
ten in the morning, the battle began with more than 
civil rage ; the royal word being, " God and Queen 
Mary," and the other, " God with us/* Prince 
Rupertj gave the firft charge, and engaged the parlia- 
ment's left wing with great refolution. Ireton made 
gallant refinance, but was forced at lait to give ground^ 
the horfe being (hot under him, and himfelf run through 
the thigh with a pike, and into the face with a halbert^ 
and taken prifoner, till upon the turn of the battle he 
regained his liberty. The Prince chafed the enemy to 
Nafeby town, and in hi» return fummoned the train, 
and vifited his carriages, where was good plunder. 
But here, as in the battle of Mari^onmoor, his long 
flay fo far from the main body, was no fmali prejudice 
to the King's army. 

C 
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For CrailiwcU, in the mean time, charged furioufly 
oft the King's left wing, Jind that with good fuccefs^ 
fotcing them frbm the body ; an<f, prpfecuting the ad- 
vantage, <Juite broke them, and tftf ir referve. After 
which, joiiiing with Fairfax, he charged the King's 
foot, wh<> had beaten the parliament's, and got. pof- 
feflion of ^tvt ordnance, and thought themfelves fure 
of vidlol-y \ bat being now in confufion^ and having nd 
horfe to- fu]f>port them, they werd eafily over-born by 
Fairfax and Cromwelh By this time the King was 
Joined by Prince Rupert, returned from his fatal fuc- 
eel's ; but the horfe could never be brought to rally 
' themfelves again in orderror to charge the enemy. 
> Upon this, Lord Clarendon fays, *• that this difFe- 
yence wtis obferved all along ,in the difciplinc of the 
King's troops, and thofe commanded by Fairfax and 
Crbmwell (It having nei^cr been remarkable under Ef» 
fex and Waller, but only under them) though the'King*« 
troops prevailed in the charge, and routed thufe they 
charged, they feldom rallyedlliemfelves again in order, 
tor could be brought to make a fecond charge the fame 
day ; which was the rcafon they had not an entire vic- 
tory at Edge-hill : whereas the troops under Fairfax 
and Cromwell, if they prevailed, or though they werie 
beaten and routed, prefentJy rallied again, and flood 
in good <*rder, till they received farther direAlons. 

And the glory of all that happened under Fairfax,, 
coght, according to moft writers, to be afcribed lolely 
to CrorrawelK Father Orleaas faya», *< Fairfax his birth^ 
Service, courage^ and wari ike temper, fofficiently qua- 
lified him to rcprefent a prime aftor : his mean capar 
€\iy and want of £brtfight (which made him a<5kiv6 
without thought, though heavy and hypochondria) 
xnadehimt fit to receive the imprefiions given him by 
aojdthe^,! and be guided by Cromwell. Thus Fairfax 
»\ade the fhow, and Cromwell managed all. The for- 
»i:r being as pliable as- he was ambitious, the latter 
ruled by appearing fubmiffive.'* Agreeable to .which 
we find the panegyrift before quoted cxpreffing himfclf 
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thus of Cromwell : ** Whatever military honours he 
bore, he moft rcHgioufly obeyed his fupcriors in them 
all ; in atchieving the moft gallant a€h, he gave th^ 
glory of all the conduct to their chief. generals, and 
that with fuch a modefty, that he bound them nioft 
ftrongly to himfelf, and obtained the admiration of all. 
Becaufe a conqueft of himfelf is ever reckoned more . 
honourable in a foidicr, than to triumph over the enemy. 
For this and- his other virtues Fairfax valued him at fo 
high a rate, that he would take no cognizance of the 
grcateft affairs, "becaufe he would leave them entirely 
to Cromwell : apd Cromwell, in thofe things which he 
himfelf ooly performed, and gav^ an account of to the 
parliament, ftill made Fairfax the author.'* 

Ixi fine, with all that the King and Prince could 
do, they could not rally their brc3ten troops, which 
ftood in fufficient numbers upOA tht place : fo that they 
were forced at laft to quit the field, leaving a complcat 
vi6lory to the parliament's party, who purfued them 
wrthin two miles of Leicefter ; and the King finding 
^he purfuit fo hot, fled from thence to A(hby-de-la- 
Zoucji, and thence to Litchfield, and for a fafer retreat 
into Wales. , 

Thuff ended the famous battle of Nafeby, in which 
the wonderful fuccefe of the* parliament's party was 
chiefly owing to Cr^omwell's valour and good condud^, 
" who flew like lighteaing from, one part of the army, to 
the other, and broke thrjough the enemy's fquadrons 
with fuch rapidity, that nothing either could or durfc 
ftop him. 'Tis faid,'that in this a£lion a commander 
of the King's knowing Cromwell, advanced brifl<ly 
from the head of his troops/ to exchange a fingle bullet 
with him, and waS with equal bravery encountered by 
him, both fides forbearing t<* come in ; till their piftold 
being difcharged, the cavalier, with a flanting back 
blow of a broad f word, chanced to cut the ribbon that 
held Cromweirs murrion, and, with a draw, threw it 
off his head ; and now, juft as he was going to repeat 
^is ilroke, Cromwell's party came in and refcued him » 
^ * C 2 ^ 
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and one of them alighting, threw up his head- piece 
into his faddle, which he haftily catching, clapped it 
on the wrong way, and fo bravely fought with it the 
reft of the day, which pi^oved fo very fortunate on his 
fide. 

The King's lofs in this battle was irreparable ; for 
betides that there were flain above a hundred and fifty 
officers, and gentlemen of quality, mbft of his foot 
were taken prifoners, with all his cannon and baggage, 
eight thoufand arms, and other rich booty ; among 
which was alfo his Majefty's own cabinet, where were 
repotited his moft fecret papers and letters between 
him and his Queen, which fhewed how contrary his 
counfels with her were to thofe he declared to the 
kingdom. Many of thefe, relating to the public, were 
printed with obferyations, and kept upon record, by 
order of the twohoufes ; who alfo made a public de- 
claration of them, (hewing what the nobility and gen- 
try, who followed the King, were to cxpeft ; but of 
thefe letters, and his Majefty's ihfinccrity in other par- 
ticulars, we (hall have occafion to uke notice in a fol- 
lowing chapter. 

. I have inferted a particular defcription of this battle, 
as I find it in the hiftories of thofe times, hecaufe it was 
Hn effed^ the decifive a^^ion between the two parties. 
It is obferved, that, from this grand period, the King's 
affairs becanie defperate, and his whole party began to 
moulder away, and moft fenfibly to decline every where. 
The parliament's aro^y had no fooner gained this won- 
derful a.dvantage, ,but like a torrent they foon over- 
flowed the whole kingdom, bearing down all before 
them. Leicefter, which the King had lately taken 
from them, was immediately regained. Tauntoir, 
^ which had been clofely befieged by Lo<-d Goring, and 
defended by the vailant Blake, was relieved : Lord 
Goring was beaten, and purfued almoft to Bridgewa- 
ter. In this latter adion the prudence of Cromwell 
was very confpicuous : he would not fufFer part of the 
horfe to purfue the enemy, till they were all come up 
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together ; then putting himfelf Jit ^helr head, he per- 
formed the work with fuch fjrcefs, that he took al moll 
all the enemy 6 foot, and their ordnance. 

After this victory, thd ftrong. garrlfon of" Bridge- 
water was taken by ftorm. This wa« of great advan- 
tage to the parliament ; for thereby a line of garrifons 
was drawn over the couri try, .froni the Severn to the 
fouth coafta ; whereby l/ev.6nfbire . and Cornwall, ftilJ 
chiefly at the Ring's devotion, were cut 0^ ffonfi apv 
.commiiniGatipn with the eaftern parts. 

Cromweirs next expedition was ^gainft the club- 
men, a kind of third army, which ftarted up fuddenly 
in feveral counties, 00 occaljon of th.e rapines and vio- 
lences praftifed. by the royalifts- in. the. wefti Both 
parties endeavoured to gain- them, pver, and they were 
formidable to both, till CromweU'a prefence, and ex^ 
.cellent condu£l, put an end to the-infurre6lion. 

Immediately after we find him before Briftol, in, 
' company with Fairfax, whom he advifpd to ilorm that 
important city. Prince Rupert held it., with about ^coo 
horfe. and foot, for the King, and he declared he would 
nev^r furrender it, unlefs .a mutiny happened. But 
Cromwejl's .counfel prevailing, an attack wfts made 
with fo much fury,, thpt the Fritice thought not fit to 
run the hazard of a fecpnc} aifauk, but delivered up 
the place, and with it moft^of .the King's magazines 
and warh'ke proviiions. His Majcfty hereupon dif- 
charged the Prince, ajjd wrote, him a letter to retire 
out of the kingdom. 

From. Briftol, with a brigade of fptir regiments, 

• • Cromweli.flew to the Devizes, and fummoncd the cattle. 

The place was fo ftrong, that Sir Charles Lloyd, the 

governor, returned no other. anfwcr but ** Win it and 

wear it." Yet, as if nothings was defenfible againft 

' our vidorious commander, he was foon matter of thi? 

fortrefs. Thence hattenlne to- "VVipchetter, he by th< 

way difarraed and difperfedthe .Hampftiire rioters : anc 

being come before the city, he fired the gate, and en 

Wed) made 9 breach in the cattle; which held out, 

- c 3 
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and reduced it to the parliament's obedience. He did 
the fariie by Bafiiig-houfe, which was held by the 
Marquis of Winchefter, its owneri and thought alniofl: 
impregnable ; the Colonels Norton and Harvey, and 
Sir William Waller, having affaaltcd it in vain. Se- 
venty-two men were loft on the King's fide, and 
about 200 taken, among whom were the Marquis him- 
felf, and feveral other perfons of diftinftion, whom 
Cromwell fcnt up to the parliament, and received the 
thanks of the houfe for thefe important fervices. 

. Langford- houfe, near Salifbury, upon his coming 
before it, was furrendered at the firft fummona. Then . 
marching beyond Exeter, at Bovy-Tracy , he fought the 
Lord Wentworth, talking 400 horfe, and about 1 00 
foot, prifoners, with fix ftandards, one of which was 
the King's. Then joining with Fairfax, they in 
conjundion took Dartmouth by ftorm, defeated the 
Lord Hoptonn at Torrington, and purfued the only 
remains of a royal army into Cornwall, where Prince 
Charles had a body of about 5000 horfe, and a 1000 
foot : but unable to make head againft the vidtors, he 
^rfibarked with feveral noble perfons, and fled to the 
ifles of Scilly. Lord Hoptoun, who ,wa8 left to coni- 
tnand the forces, was obliged to difband them : foon 
after which Exeter furrendered, and Cromwell came 
up to London, where he took his place in parliament,* 
and received the hearty thanks of the houfe, for his 
great and many fervices. 

The King's affairs were now entirely ruined, and an 
end was put to the firft and longeft civil war. The 
few places that held out for him were furrendered, and 
his M^jefty threw himfelf into the hands of the Scots, 
then lying before Newark. The Scots foon after de- 
livered hitti to the Englifii parliament, who fecured him in 
Holmby-houfe,where he was feized the next year by the 
army, and after fomc ineffcftual treating, which we 
Ihali take notice of ejfewhere, made his efcape from 
" l:Iampton-coun to the iflc of Wight; remaining there 
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mi be was brought up to London in, order to his trial. 
During ail this time Cromwell was managing the par- 
liament and the army, who were both jealous of him in 
their turns, and Both of them, in their turns, owtwitted 
by him. It was how perceived, that though Fairfax 
was general in name, Cromwell commande,d in fad, 
the other doing nothing without his concurtehce. 

But the whole time between the end of the iirft war 
and the death of the King, was.nOtfpent in intriguing 
and circumventing. of parties. In the year 1648 the 
difcontented part of the nation had again recourfc to 
arms. The firft that appeared in a hoftlle manner 
were the Welfh, under Major-general Larighof'n, Co- 
lone! Poyer, and Colonel Powell. Thefemen, though 
formerly aftive parliamentarians, being to be dlibanded 
"by order of the council of war, refufed to fubmit ; and 
the betterto fecure themfelves, declared for the King, 
'a6ling by cbmmilGon under the Prince of Wales. 
Others joining them, they fdon had a forinidable 
body, and got poffeffion of feveral caftles. There was 
alfo a coniiderable riiing. in Kent, u0der the Earl of 
Norwich ; and another in the north, under Sir Mar- 
maduke Langdale. Ttie Duke of Buckingham and 
his brother, the Earl of Holland, and the Earl of 
Peterborough, appeared in arms fo near as Kingfton ; 
and piirt ofthe fleet, under Captain Battan, revolted 
to the Prince.. In a word, there was fcarce a county 
in England, where there was n«t fome alTociation 
forming, in favour of the King. This put the parlia- 
ment upon vigorous meafures 5 which proving fuccefs- 
ful, feveral of the infurrediions were immddiately 
quelled^ jthd a powerful body of the royalifts ^cre fhut 
up in the town of Colchefter ; which being obliged, 
after a long fiege to furrcndcr. Sir George LiiQe, and. 
Sir Charles Lucas, two of their heads, wisre (hot to 
death by order of a council of war. 

Cromwell's part in this fecond war was very confi- 
derable. Being fent into Wales, Colonel Horton, 
lA^hom he difpatchcd before hixD;* defeated Langhorn'9 
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army, flew 1500,, and toA 3000 pfifoneris. Crom- 
well himfelf bcfieged Chepftow, >^ich was taken by- 
Colonel Ewer, iflrhom he left behind him for that purr 
pofe. Proceeding in the mean time into Pembroke- 
Ihire, he took Tenby by fiorni. Then advancing to 
Pcrtibroke, where Langhorn, Poyer, and Powel had 
ftrongly fortified themfelvcs, he reduced both the tojvn 
and c^le by famine. The three chiefs furrendcred at 
mercy, ai>d being condemned by a court-martial, were , 
ordered to be fhot-to dearth ; but having the favour 
given them of cafting lots, Poyer waa the only on<r 
who fufFcred. The other prifoners were ufed with 
jnorejenity, and none 6f the town's-people plunderc4. 
The Scots, about this time, invaded England undejr 
Duke Hamilton, who had carried the command from ~ 
thfe Marquis oT Argyle, and was for reftoring the 
Xing without conditions. Cromwell was ordered to 
advance againft thcfe, and fight them. Accordingly, 
having compleated the redudlion of Wales, he marched 
towards the north with all his forces ; fending tp 
Major-general Larnbert, who was already in thole 
parts, to avoid engaging until the whole army came 
together. While Cromwell was on this march, a 
charge of high-trcafon was drawn up againft him by > 
Major Huntingdon, which prov^ inefFcdual in the 
Houfe of Commons. At laft, having joined Lambert, 
he met the Scots on the 17th of Auguft, near Prefton 
in Lancafhire. The Englifh under L»jangda!e, who 
had joined the Scots, behaved rcfolutely, but were fo 
preffed upon by Cromwell^s men, that they were 
obliged to retreat : which the Scots perceiving, 
they foon followed their example, and left Cromwell 
matter of the field 5 who purfuing th«m clofely, flew 
many, and took abundance of prifoners, with all their 
baggage, artillery, and ammunition. The next morn- 
ing marching towards Warrington, he made a ftand at 
a pafs, which for many hours was refolutely difputed 
vfith him.: but dl laiEt he drove on thecnciny, flew 
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1000 of them, and took 2000 prifoners. He was 
again oppofed at Warrington -bridge by Lieutenant- 
general Baylcy, who was obliged to furrendcr himfelf 
prffoner of war, and all his men, to the number of 
4000, with arms and ammunition. As for Duke 
Hamilton, he fled from place to place with about 
i?000 horfc, until he was taken at Uttoxeter in Staf- 
fordfhire, with all his men, and fent prifoner to Wind- 
for caftlc. Thus the whole Scots army, which had 
occafioned fo much terror, was totally routed and de- 
feated by Cromwell, with fcarce a th4rd part of the 
fame number of forces, very few of which were loft in 
this important expedition. General Monro, who 
was come into England as a*refcrvc to the Duke, hear- 
ing of what had happened, and that Cromwell was ad- 
vancing towards him in owlcr tq profccute the advan- 
tage, thought it his beft way to march back again 
with ajl expedition. 

Having rid the nation of this great fear, and the 
north in particular of the burthen it groaned under 
through the oppreffion of the Scot8» Cromwell rcfolved 
•to enter Sc6tland itfelf, that he might effeftually root 
out whatever threatened any farther difturb^hce. In 
his wiiy he reduced Berwick and Carliflc, both ifcrhich 
had revolted from their former obedience. And juft 
upon entering the kingdom,. he ordered proclamatioQ 
to be made at the head of every regiment, tbat no 
one, upon pain of death, fhould force from the Scots 
any of their cattle or goods. He alfo declared to the 
Scots themfelves, " That he came with an auny to 
free their Jtingdom from the Hamiltonian party, who 
endeavoured to involve both the nations in blood j 
without any intention to invade their liberties, or in- 
fringe their privileges." His proceedings were agree- 
able to this declaration ; for marching to Edinburgh, 
be was received with great folcmnity by the Marquis 
ot Argyle, and others ; and having difpoffeffed the 
Hamilton party of all public* trufts, he returned to 
England loaded with marks of honour, leaving behind 
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him, at trhe requeft of the A*-gyle party, three regi- 
ments of horfe under Major- General Lambert. Upon 
his arrival at London, he took his place in parliament^ 
^nd Was prefented with the thanks of the houfe; whkrh* 
he receivec', ^cording to cuftom, with great appear- 
ance of humility. ^ This was his laft military expedi- 
tion before the death of the King, which happened 
foon after, but which we fliall leave to be fpokea of ia 
another place^ and purfue our hero into Ireland. 

C, H A P. IlL 

TSe military aQions of General Cr6tn*well after the 
Kittys death, during his goternment cf Ireland* 

TTHE Irifh rebclHop, which broke out in 1641, hadj, 
^ through the neccffity of the times, been much*ne- 

fleded until 1649. . The parliament, indeed, had long 
eforc got pofleffion of Dublin, which was delivered 
up to tncm by the Marquis 9f Ormond, who was then 
obliged to come over to England. But being recalled 
by the Irifti, Ormond made a league with them in fa* 
vour of the King, and brought over moft of the king* 
dom into a union with the royalift-s. Londonderry and 
Dublin were the only places that held out for the parr 
]iament« and the latter was in great danger of beinr 
loft. This made Colonel Jones, the governor, fend 
over to England for fuccour ; and a confiderable body 
jbf forces was thereupon ondered for Ireland, The 
Command of tkefe was offered to Cromwell, who ac- 
cepted it with feeming reluftance \ profeffing, ** that 
the difficulty which appeared in the expMition, was 
his chief motive for engaging in it ; and that he hardly 
expeded to prevail over the rebels, but only to pre- 
ferve to the commonwealth fome footing in that king- 
dom*.** ' ' ^ 

* The parliament, fays hif pancgryrift, offers the Trifh expedi-^ 
tion, with the Lieutenancy of *that kingJom, to Cromwell ; but. 
that command appeari ingipiious to him, as it ieilcns the autbo«> 
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The Parliatiictit Was fo phafed with his anfwer, that 
on the * 2 2d of Jtine 1649, they gave him a com* 
mtifioa to command all the forces that (hould be fent 
■ tlnto Ireland, and to be Lord-governor of that kingdom 
for three years, in all affairs both civil and' military. 
From^he very minufe of- his receiving this charge, 
I Cromwell ufed an incredible expedition in the raifing 
I of money, providing of fhipping, and ^^wing the 
I forces together for tbcir intended enterprize. The fol- 
diery marched with great fpeed to the rendezvous at ^ 
Milford- haven, there %o expert the new lord-deputy, 
j who followed them from London^on the loth of July. 
I His fetting out was very pompous, being drawn in a 
* coach with fix.horfes, and attended by many members 
of the parliament and council of ftate, with the chief 
of the army ; his life-guard confiding of eighty men, 
^iR'ho had formerly been commanders, all bravely mount- 
ed and accoutered, both them and their fervants. 

Never did general more diftinguifli himfclf, cither 
for valour and condud, than Cromwell in this Irifh 
expedition. Having called at Briftol, where he was 
received with great honour, and given orders for the * 
1 train of artillery, he went over to Walcis, difpatching y 

' three regiments before him for Dublm, to ftrengthen \ 

the brave Colonel Tones, who was appointed JLieu- 
tenant-general of horfe by the parliament. With the 
aflijllance of thefe, that gallant commander f aifed the 

I fity of his general. He acquaints him with it, and aflures him, 

f chat he will never accept of it, though threatened tvith the greateft 

I pUni/hment if he do not comply, or t<fndcrcd the higheft reward if 

be'do.^-By this litie and inllance Fairfax perceived how mucli 

tfiore deferving Cromwell was thaii himfclf, whom he before knew 

to be no way his inferior : and at the fame tunc, he vied in kind- 

: sc^s, and fliewcd that he deferred well of his country, by refufingr 

the charge, and afllgned ic wholly to Cromwell. Feck's Memoirs, 

&c. p. j'4. 

* The council of ftate had nominated him as lono before as the . 
15-th of January 1648, and the parliament voicd their approba- 
tion of him March the 31 ft ; fo that he deliberated a long while ■ 
tbaut the accepting of tliit commidlon. 
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fiege of Dublin, and entirely routed the Marquis of 
Ormond, who had treated him with contempt. About 
four thoufand were killed in this action, and 25>OOQ 
taken prifoners^ wit^h the lofa of only twenty on the 
parliament fide. All the great gun's, ammunition^ 
provifions, and about 4000I. in money, belonging to 
the royalifts, were obtained in this battle ; the great 
fuccefs of d^'hich was unexpected on both fides : Jones 
having at iirft only attacked a party, by whofe defeat 
he was led on to a complete viftory. The Marqtiis, 
upon this misfortune, " fled to Kilkenny, and ^om 
thence to Drogheda, whither many of his fcattered 
forces had betopk themfelves before* 

There was work enough, however, left for Crom- 
well, notwitliftanding this advantage before his arrival. 
The beating an army in the afield was not thegreateft 
part of the bufinefs, While moft^of the fortified places, 
which were numerous, were in the hands of the ene- 
my : yet a vi6iory fo complete, when he expelled rather 
to hear of the lofs of Dublin, was matter of great en- 
couragement to his Excellency. , He embarked at Mil- 
ford- haven full of good news, and arrived at Dub- 
lin in a (hort time, where he was received with all 
poflible demonftrations of joy. As he pafled through 
the city, at a convenient place he n>ade a Hand, and » 
in a fpeech to the people, *' declared the caufe of his 
coming, promifing not only favour and afFe<ftioif, but 
rewards and gratuities, to all that fhouJd aflift hint 
in the redi\£lion of their enemies." He was anfwered 
with loud applaufes, the people crying out, ^that they 
woyld live and die with him. 

After the foTdiers had rcfrefhed themfelves, Crom* 
well drew them out ot the city to a general mufter,, 
where there appeared a complete body^^of 15,000 horfe 
and foot, Out of whfch 1 0,000 were drawn for perfent 
fcrvicc. With this army he advanced towards Drog- 
heda, or Tredagh, a flrong place, garrifonedby 2500 
foot and 300 horfe, the flower of the royal army, 
under the commaad of Sir Arthur Afton, an cxperi- 
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«nced old foldier. The Marqms td Ormotid forefaw 

that this placcy by reafoQ of its fituationy would be 

^6rSt attempted ; and he was in hopes he would have 

^time to recruit his armf » while Cromwell was wafting 

4iis forces againft the town. But nb fooner was the 

General «ome before Tredagh, than he fummoned the 

governor to furrender ; which not beinc^ regarded, he 

immediatelj "hung out tbc red' enfign, blocked up the 

town by land, and ordered Ajfcough with his fleet to 

do the fame by fea ; and being fenwle of the mifchiefs 

of a long iiegef he. would not ful^mit to the common 

forms of approaches^ but prepared direAly for aa 

alTault. ' I 

Having planted a battery^ on the fouth-iide of the 
town, which continued firing' for . two days, two 
breaches were made in the walls^ by which fome regi 
ments of foot immediately entered. But thefe beinj 
repulfcd by the defendants, Cromwell drew put a frei 
reierve of foot, and in perfon bravely entered at their 
head. This example uipired the foldiers with fuck 
courage, that none were abl^ to ftand before them ; 
and having now gained the town, they made a terrible 
ilaughter, putting all they met with, that were in 
arms, to the fword. Cromwell had given fuch orders, 
to difcourage other places from making oppofition : to 
which purpofe he wrote to the parliament, ** that he 
believed thit feverity would fave much effufion of blood.*' 
Afton*s men, however, did not fall unrevenged; for 
vtbey defperatcly difpotcd every cornor of the ilreets^ 
and finding thefe tooihot, they retired to the churches 
and fteeples. About an hundred of them were blown 
up together in St Peter's church ; only one man efcap- 
ing, who leaped from, the tower, and had quarter given 
him. Thofe who would not furrender upon fummons» 
were clofely fliut up and guarded, in order to l^arve 
them out ; and, of thofe who did rurrender,a]l the officer! 
and every tenth private man were killed, and the reft 
tliruft on fliip* board for Barbadoes. The winning of 
ibis town was/o furprifing, that 0-Ncal, at the hear- 
"^ D 
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ing of It, fwore a great oath, " that if Cromwell ha3 
taken Tredagh by ftof m, if he ftould ftorm hell he 
ivpuld take It." * 

The flaughter at Ti:jedagh, though cruel in itfel^ 
bad the good efFcft that the . general defired. All the 
other places round' about furrcndered, {e\r of them 
waiting fo much as^ for a fummons. Dundalk was 
abandoned fo precipitately, that the garrifon left their 
Cannon behind tjicm on the platforms. Cromwell 
therefore, finding his name fufficicnt at this time in the 
north, did not march any farther that way, but re- 
turned to befiege Wexford, taking in Killingkerick 
and Arkloc-caftle by the way* 

Having fummoned Wexford, and received a dubious 
anfwer frona Colonel SynnOt, the governor, the gene- 
ral' waited till he might have an explanation. In this 
vjew he correfponded with him by feveral papers. But 
finding that Synnot's ivhoJe intent was to protrafttlmc, 
while the Earl of Calllchaven, with joomcft, came to 
his ailillance, Cromwell applied himfelf to ftormfng the 
caflle. A fmall breach being macje, commiffioners 
were lent from the befieged, to treat of a furrender : 
but it was now too late ; for no cefTation hating beeir 
agreed uport, the guns continued 'firings the breach 
was made wider, the guard quitted the caftle, and 
fome of Cromwell's men entered it. The enemy ob- 
fetvirig this, quitted their ftations in all parts; fo that 
the others getting over the walls, pofTeffcd themfclvcs 
of the town without any great oppofition. ' Here, as 
well as at Drogheda, none were fuffcred to live that 
they found in arms. In thi3 town great riches were 
taken, and fome (hips feized in the harbour, that had 
much interrupted the trade on that coaft ; and the fc- 
verlty here lued had the fame cfFcd as at Drogheda ; 
the terror fpread to all the tpwns and forts along the 
coaft, as fiir as Dublin; which favcd the general the 
trouble of fummoning them. 

The winter now coming on, and it being a very wet 
feafon; Croip well's troops fuffcred much from the 
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iteather, and the flux then raging among them. Many 
thought thefe re;afon8 fhould hav€ obliged him, for thd 
prefient, to put a Hop to his conquells ; but he. was ojf 
another raiod, and more in the r'ght than they. Th^ 
difficulties the Marquis of Ormond met with in bring- 
ing a new army into the field, the anticnt difagreement 
again breaking out between the^. popifh confederates 
and him, the fecret intelligence held bj Cromwell in 
the province of Munfter, and the mighty affairs that . , 
•called him back to England, were to him iQore power« 
ful motives for continuing the war, tlian tlie winter was 
to interrupt his progrefs* 

Being thne refolved, he ftjarches towards Rofs, a 
ftrong town upon the liarrow. The Lord Taaffe was 
governor of this place, who had a potent garrifon witli 
him J and the better to fecure it, Ormond, Caftleha- 
ven, and the Lord Ardes, caufed 2 500 men to be 
boated over to r«nforce it ; which was done in fight 
of Crqmwejrs arriiy, who wcne notable to hfnder it^ 
However, the Lord-gcncrad no fooner came before the 
town;^ but he fummoned the governor to furrender it 
to the parliament of England ; declaring^ that ^< he 
.cndfiavotired, as muci as poffible, to avoicTthe effufion 
of blood**! No anfwer was at prcfent wturned, till 
the greal^ guns began to- play ; when the governor, 
being apprchenfive of the fame ufage that other gar- 
rifons had met with, was willing to treat.; which htln^ 
allowed, they came t« this agreement: *' That the,' 
town be delivered up to the Lord -general Crpmvvtll, 
and they within march away with bag and baggage to 
Kilkenny/* Fifteen hundred of them accordingly did 
f O 5 but SoOf being ' Engiifh, revoked to Cronnwcllr 
In thp mean time Xingfale, Cork, Younghall, Ban- 
donbridge, and other garrlfons^ voluntarily declared for 
the conqueror; which places proved of great ufe in 
the redudion of Munlter, and of all Ireland, Sir 
Charles Coot and Colonel Venables were very fuccefs" 
ful in the north; and Lord Broghill and Colvft^i 
Ijewfou; did good fcrvice in other^la,ce8» 
J> 2 
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Cromwell being mafter of Rofs, laid a bridge of 
boats over the Barrow, and fat down ) before Duacan-* 
non : bat this place being ib well provided with ne- 
ceflarieSf that he judged it would be lofing time ta 
tarry there, he quickl^r rofe^ and marched into the 
county of Kilkenny, where the Marquis of Ormond,. 
being joined by Inchequin, feemed refolved to give 
him battle. Ormond'^s army, both horfe and root|^ 
was fnperior to Cromwell's, which was much weaken- 
ed by continual duty, difficult marches, the flux, Sini 
other difeafes : notwithttanding which, the Marquis, 
upon the approach of the enemy, drew off, without 
nfaking any attempts, or ftriking one ilroke. Here- 
upon Sniftegbe, a little town five miles from Rofs^ 
was reduced by Colonel Abbot ; and Colonel- Reynolds* 
coming before Carrick, (fivided his men into two par- 
ties, with one of which he entered a gate, while he 
amufed the garrifon with the other, and fo took about 
a hundred prifoners without the- lofs of one man, 

CromweH, after this, took Paflage-f^rt, and made 
an attempt upon Waterford : but the winter being far 
advanced,, and the weather very bad, he thought pro- 
per to retire into quarters for a (hort time. In the 
mean while Paffage-fort was attacked by a party of 
the enemy, who were totally routed by Colonel Zan- 
kcy, and 350 of ^bem taken prifoners. Several other 
Ikirmifhes were maintained with the like fucccfs ; but 
the loft of Lieutenant-general Jones, who dkd at Wex- 
ford of a violent fever, ftruck a danro upon all, efpeci- 
ally as it was followed by that of other brave com- 
manders, and abundance of the common foldiers. 
Recruits, however, arrived daily from England ; and 
fome of the Irifti under Ormond, as well as Englifti, 
revolted to the viAorious Cromwell ; who made great 
ufc of the animoQties between them and Ormond, en- 
deavouring in the mean time, by the moll artful in- 
^.nuations, to draw over the Marquis himfelf to the 
intercft of the parliaipent. 



N 
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E^n while the' army was in winter- qtiarter$i our 
Vigilant general could not bfj^inaftivc. He vilitcd aft 
the garrifons that were in l^is po&fGon in Munfter* 
and gave aiders for affairs both civil and militiry* ' 

y When the Mayor of Kinfale delivered htm the keys, . 
h^ returned them not again, according tp ^uffom, jbut 

t gave them to Colonel Stubbcr the governor | .his rcafon . 
for :Which was, ^hat the Mayor being bpth a pkpift 

. apd an Jrifhm^nji he could not^fdy be truiled wit^h 

fuch lan important place. , . 

' The parliament at this time. being a j)prcten five oT 

L fome deiigns carrying on in Scotland, which might 

f require the Lieutenant's prefenc«» , ordered the fpeakcr 
to write for Jiim over 4 but the letter not reaching him 
till the latter end of March, he had taken, the field be- . 
fore, and proceeded far in, the redu£iion of Ireland. 
Though he came not into winter-quarters till Decern* 
ber, yet fcarce was January over, but. he (Uvided his 
army into two bodies^ the more to diftrefs the Marquis 
of Ormond. One party he commanded himfeif, and 
gave the other to Ireton ; and tbefc were to march 
intb the enemy's quarters two fevcral wayi, and to 
meet near Kilkenny. Cromwell's rdut wa^ over th« 

\ Blackwater, towards the counties of Limerick and 

Tipperary ; and by the way he topk in a cattle called 

[^ Kilkenny, Cloghern-houfe, and RaghilUcattie^ 

^ Having with difficulty paffed the river Shewcr, at 

-ten one night he arrived before Feathard, a garrifon- 

town under one Butler, and immediately fcnt a trum- 

■ peter to fummpnit. But they (hot at the trumpeter^ 

and declared^ that ^he night was not' a fit time to fend 

I z fummont in. Hereupon Cromwell prepared to ftorm» 

which brought the governor to a treaty, and the next 
morning Feathard was furrendered upon articles. 

Calan, a ftrpng place^ defended by three caftles, 
was next to be attacked. iHere he was joined by Ire- 

' ion, Reynolds, afnd Zankey, whofe foldiers together 
made a confiderable body. They ftormcd the caftles 

iy' ^ne after jiQotber^ aad carried th£m ail in the fpace^^ 
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one day : upoii w^hicK the whole garnfon, except BtA- 
ler*s troops, who furrciidcrcd bctorc the cartnon vfttt 
fifed, wefc put to the fword. After thi fbldierd had 
r^freflied themfelves ro the town, they matched' back 
td FVathard; by the way takings the caftte of CnoAoter 
and B{illynard ; which were- foon folio wfcd *by Kiltie- • 
non, Arfeic/n, Cohcr^ and Duhdrufti| aU vefy confi- 
^erableplac'es. 

CrbniweW had now entirely firbdued all th€ placet 
of importance, ex:c<pt Limerick, Waterford, Gl6n- 
rriell,. Galloway, and Kilkenny. Thefc were all towns 
of great ftrength, and wonfd neccflaril^ tafce up {6rttt 
lime. He' reiolved, 'hdwever, to attempt the laft» 
ahd In iWt view, febt orders *i*o Coloftd Mcfwfon, the 
new goverhdr' of l>ubHn, to bring hiin aB the forced- 
he could draw out of the gafrifone on that fide. Aew 
cordingly Hewfon joined him near GowfaiB^ d pbpu- 
36u8 and ftrong town, goverhed by ojic HanQmond* 
who returned a very rdblute anfwcr nppn being fnni* 
Thoned to fbrre'rider. The great g'uns upon thig begazi 
to play, ind did fuch exccutidn, as obKg^d Hammond 
to demand a parley : but the only terms he could now 
ubtain were, ^* that the common foldters fhotild have 
their lives, and th6 officers be difpofed of as the ge- 
jieral thought fit." The place being thus delivered up^ 
Hammond, and all the comtniffion officers ^ut one^ 
nvere the next day fhot to death ; and the popifh pri^, 
their chaplain, was hanged. 

Proceeding aow to Kilkesny (which, befides its or- 
■<]inary garrilon, had been reinforced from the neigh» 
bourihg towns, that furrendered) when he came wKhia 
a mile of the w^lls, Cromwell fummoncd Sir Walter 
Eutler the g(jvcrnor, and the corporation, to deliver 
up thecijy ; which they refufingto do, he 'drew near- 
er, and creftcd a battery in the moft convenient place, 
notwithftanding the oppofition from virithin. With 
about 1 00 (hot a breach was opened,^ at which th^ 
foldiers engaged the cnemyt while Gojoncl Ewer, with 
laca foot^ gained woiiier part of the city, called 
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Mili-to\yh. 'tht befieg^d, however, were io dcfpie^ 
rate, that neither eould Cromwell eriter the brwch, 
nor Ewer gdln the bridge which led into ike heart of 
the phce/ BuC, a little confideration brought the go- 
vernor to better nhfeafifredi and after aday a debate, i| , 
wS« agreed, « thztt* the caille and city fhofttd be de- 
livered 'up to Cromwell, with all' the arm«; ammuni- 
tion, and public (iotti ; that the inhabitants Ihould be 
prOteAcd in theiir perfoM, godda and eftatee, only- 
paying two tkoufand pounds to CronTtsreH'E army; 
«nd that the governo^,- officers,, and laldieri, (Would 
TiWi?ch away iKrhli biig aift! baggage. Thus was Kil- 
kehnjr, tvhierihad bfecil the timfery^o^f -the )arte rebellion, 
and the refhlemic^ bf iht rdpt^crae xjcfancil, ^reduced ta 
' the parliament's 6bedieiie'e'i» lefe thaln a Ireck, chiefly 
•by' the vig'i fence, a€lfV?ty, arid indefotigable iAdultry 
jof the Lw^d-gcn^ral Cronijfrell, who trcqnently, on 
tbefe defpefAte o€cafionf$,'-expdled: liimidf ipthe moft 
knmJnent 4<*nger8, ^' 

Havihg icttJed the afiairS of Kilkenny, CromwcU 
jnariched to Carriitk, in ori!er i6 prQcetd on further ac* 
iion. But firft hf wrote a letter to the fpeakcr of the 
parHament, '« giving an account of the taking of Kil- 
jcen'ny. and federal other jj^aces j confeffing that he had 
received rridrty private irttimatidns of the parliameiat's 
p^eafure, as to his coming 'home^ but that; as lie'di4 
not receive hijs honour's letter till the army was in the 
field, and had not fince heard a hy thing farther of the 
|)arliartient*fe refoltitioiij ^c thought himfcif obliged, to 
wait for a mdre clear cJtprtiB >n of their will, to which 
ht wals always reAdy to fubihit.** , 

About this time the Marquis of Ormond, and bis 
affociates, appointed a mceliiig in Wcil-meath, to cou- . 
^der of fome way to fupport their caufc, which waa 
rtiliied almoft every w4icrev The refult ©f their confe- 
rence was, thit they (hbuld^iiiotcft the Eiigli(h in their 
quarters* thereby to prot red time, tUl they had an op- 
portunity of leaving the kingdom. .But CromweU, 
4irIthottt dreading their tiio(bns^ fat down before. Ckw- 
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'xnelly in wbich was a garrifon of 2000 foot, an4 120 
hotk : and as foon as the {lege was formed, he detach* 
cd Colonel Reynolds and Sir Theophilus Jones, with 
2500 horfe^'foot, and dragoons, to pri^veat Ormond's . 
defign. Sir Charles Coot ^Ifo took the field with 3000 
men, with the fame intent. But the Marquis (hiftin^ 
from place to place, . to avoid, fighting. Colonel Rcy* 
nolds, that his men* might not remain idle, befitged 
Tecroglmm. In the mean time the I^ord BrofirhiU, 
ipnth another detachment, defeated the I nop of Rofs, 
vrho was marching with 5000 men to relieve ClonroelU 
Many confiderable perfons were here taken, and among 
them the Bifhop himfelf, who was carried to a caftie 
kept by his own forces, and there hanged before the 
walls, in fight of the garrifon ; which fo 4ifcouraffed 
them, that they ^immediately furrendered to the pariia* 
mentis forces. This Bifiiop was ufed to fay, /* There 
vtzs no way of curing the Englifli, but by hanging; 
them." 

Thefe aHvantages were a fpur to the foldiers that 
lay before Clonmell, and made them refolute in the 
bufinefs, notwithftanding the vigorous refiftance they 
met with. The a^ive Cromwell, having fummoned 
O Neal, the governor, to no purpofe, proceeded to hi* 
ufual method of ftorming. The great guns bein^ 
planted, a breach was foon opened, which thf befieger* 
courageoudy entered, and, in fpite of the bravery of 
the befieged, kept their ground^ till after four hours 
fighting, with doubtful iucccfs, tbey carried all before 
them. This was looked upon to be the hotteft ftorm, 
of fo long continuance, that had ever been knowa. 
But the fubduing ot' Clonmell, though with fo much 
difficulty, occafioned the ilurrender of kveral other gar* 
rifons* 

While the Lord-general ,was ^us vi£iorioiis iu one 
part of Ireland, his deputies, with the parties under 
them, were no lefs fuccefsful in. others : and his'pro- 
<:eeding fo profperoufly in his affairs, and obtaininc^ 
tbereby fo great fwaji gccaficmcdabvok to bedifperu 
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ei about this time, entitled, ** The charaftcr of King 
Cromwell j" which, though fuppreffed as a Hbel, was 
received as a kind' of prophecy. And indeed, by his 
good government in Ireland, both in civil and military 
af&irs, and the great fuccefs of it, Cromwell obtained ] 
a very great intereft, both here and there, both in the 
officers of the army and the parliament : only the Scots 
and prefbyterians were generally no favourers of him. 
He was now preparing to take Waterforti and Dun- 
cannon, and had adually blocked up Waierford, when, 
about the middle of May, by a new order, or rather 
requeft of the parliament, he waa obliged to- leave the * 
fiRiihing of his cooquefts to his fon»in-law Ireton, 
whom, for that purpofe, he conftituted Lord-deputy, 
And fo fortunate was Ireton in his commiffion, that, 
thougd he died of the plague in a year and a half ufter^ 
he took Waterford and l^imerick, and left very few 
places in the hands of the enemj. 

Cromwell was in Ireland about nin^ months, in 
which incohfidcrable time, he performed more than any 
King or Queen of England had been able to do in a 
much greater number of years. Before he left the 
kingdom, in order to weaken the Irifh, he contrived 
means for tranfporting no lefs than 40,000 of them out 
of their country into foreign fervice, few of whom ever 
returned again. He alfo fettled the civil affairs, and 
procured a more fummary way of adminiftering juftlce 
than ever yet was known. After which he embarked 
for England, and failed home, as it were,* in triutnph. 
At Briltol,.hc ,wa8 twice faluted by the great guns, 
and welcomed in with many other demonltrations of 
joy. On Honflow-lieath he was met by General Faii*- 
fax, many members of parliament and officers of the 
army, and multitudes of xht common people. Coming 
to Hyde-park, the great guns were-fired ofiF, and Cbf. 
Barkftead's reeiment, which was drawn up for that 
purpofe, gave him fevcral vollies with their fmall arms. 
Thus in a triumphant manner he entered London, a- 
floidil a croud of auendanu^ friends and citizens, ao« 
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was received with the higheft acclamations. And 
havlng'refumed his place in parliament, the fpeaker, in 
an elegant fpeech, returned* him the thanks of the houfe 
for his great and faithful fervices in Ireland. After 
which, the Lord-lieutenant gave them a particdar ac* 
count of the-ftate %nd condition of that kingdom. 



C H A P. IV. 

CrcmnxieWs *\^ar againft the Scots under King Char let 
the Second f till he totally routs th^m 4/ the battle of 
Worcefter^ ' ' 

npHE laft war in which Cromwell was perfonally 
"7 engu^ed, was againft the Scots, and other barti- 
zans of Kin^ Charles the Secbnd. In lefs than a 
month aft€r hi6 return from Jreland, he was employed 
^n this new expedition, which took him up much time 
and labour ; the Scots, upon the late King's death, had 
proclaimed his fon their Sovereign, and fcnt commif- 
iioners to the Hague, to acquaint his Majefty on what 
X^fA% they would receive him ; the cliief of wh^ch was,- 
** that he (hould conform to bbtli the covenants, and 
oblige others to do the fame." The treaty between 
. them was long on foot, his Majefty, in the mean time, 
fhifting from place to place for his fecurity ; till at laft, 
by his» granting a commiifion to the Marquis of Mon- 
trof€,~who was hated by the kirk^thc King had like to 
have fpoil^ all. I3ut^ upon the exeeution of the Mar- 
quis,, and a frefh application from the covenanters, he , 
confe'nted, in June 1^50, to all their demands, and ar- 
rived in Scotland on the 16th of that month, having 
iigned the covenants bf fore he fet foot on fhore. 

The parliament of "Scotland hereupon be^an to rally , 
forces for the King's ferviec, with which, it was fup- 
pofed, they intended to invade England. While thefe 
preparations were carrying on in Scotland, the com- 
monwealth here were providing foF their oWn fecurity ; 
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' and It was with a view to this, that they had fcnt for 
Cromwell from Ireland. He, as foon as he arrive J,~ 
perfuaded the council not to be behind-hAnd with 'the 
cnemy^ but to prevent the Scots invafion of England, ' 
by carrying the war dire€lly into Scotland. Some 
fcrupulous men, however, and among them General 
tairfax^ objeAed to this, as being contrary to the co- 
venant between the two nations. To which it wasan- 
fwered, " That the Scots had already broken the co- 
venant,, and that therefore it was not now binding on 
the one fide, aftei^ It had been diffolvcd on the other." 
So that they came at length to this refolutlon, " That ^ 
having a formed army, well provided and experienced, 
they would march it forthwith into Scotland, to pre- 
vent the Scots marching into England^ and the mife- 
ries that might attend fuch an invafion.*' The Lord- 
general Fairfax being again confulted herein , fcemed 
at firft to like the defign ; but having-heen afterwaVds 
perfuaded by the Prefhyterian minifters, and his own 
lady, who was a great patjoncfs of them, he declared, 
•* That he was not fatishcd, that there was, a juft 
ground for the parliament of England to fend their 
army to invade Scotland 5 but in cafe the Scots (hould 
invade England, then he was ready to engage againft 
them ia defence of his own country." The council 
of ftate being fomevvhat troubled at the Lord-gcneraFa 
fcriiples, appointed a cpmmittee to* confer with him, 
in order to fatisfy him of the juftice and lawfulncfs of 
this undertaking. The. chief members of this com- 
mittee were, CromWell, Lambert, Harrifon, St John, 
and Whitelock, &c 

Cromwell opened the conference ; afid after fome 
previous difcourfe between the Lord-general and the 
committee, his Excellency acquainted them with the 
ground of his diflatlsfa^ion, declaring, •< That he did 
not fee the Scots had given fufficient caufe for this in- 
vadon of their countryby the Englifh.'' Upon which 
Cromweli proceeded thus : *^ I confefs, my Lord, that 
if they had given no caufe to invade theiA, it would not 
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he jaftifiajjle for us to do it ; and tp pjake war upon | 
tbem without a fufficlent ground for it, will be contra- 
ry to that which in confciencc we ought to do, and dlif- j 
pieafing both to God atid good men. But, my Lord, 
if they have invaded us^'as your Lordlhip knows they _ 
have done fince the national league and covenant, and 
contrary to it, in that adion of I>uke Hamilton, which 
wa» by order and authority from the parliament of 
that kingdom, and fo tht a^ of the 'Vi^Jiole nation by 
their reprefentatives ; and if they now give us too much 
caufe of fufpicioa, that they intend another invaiion 
upon U9, joining with their King, with whom tlfty have 
nuide a full agreement, without tUe affentor privity of 
this commonwealth ; and are very bufy atf this prefent 
in raifing forces and money to carry on their dcfign-: 
If thefe things are not a fufficient ground and caufe for 
us to endeavour to provide for the fafcty of our ov^ i 
country, and to prevent the miferies which an Invaiion I 
of the Scots would bring upon us, I humbly fubmit to ' 
your Excellency's judgme^. That they have formerly I 
invaded us, and brought 'war into the bowels of our j 
country, is known to all, wherein God was pleafed to ' 
blefs us witlvfuccefs againft them : And that they now 
intend a new invafion upon us, I do iis really believe, 
and have as good intelligence of it, afwe'can have of 
any thing that is not yet a^led. Therefore I fay, mjf 
Lord, that upon thefe grounds, I think we hav^e a ftiolb 
juil caufe to begin, or rather to return and requite 
their hoftility fir ft begun upon us ; and thereby to free 
our country (if God (hall be pleafed to ailift us, and I 
doubt not but he will) from the great mifcry and cala- 
mity of having ^n army of Scots within bur country*. 
That there will be a war between us, 1 fear is unavoid- 
able : your Excellency will foon determine, whether 
it be better to have this war in the bowels of another 
country, or of our own ; and that it will be in one of 
them, 1 think is without fcruple/' But no arguments 
could prevail, on the general, who declared that hie 
cotifcience was pot (atisfied as to the ju&ice of this war ; 
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«Tid therefore, that lie migtit be no hindrance to the 
parliament's defignsi he defired to lay down hia com- 
miffiyjn. Upon which Crom well fpoke again as fol- 
low» : • : 

, . *♦ lana v«ry forty your Lordthip (hould have thoughts 
fif laying down your commifiion, by which God hath 
bjeffedr vow in ihe performance of fo many eminent 
fcrvi^es for the parliament. I prayjj my Lord, confider 
#11 ybut failh^^l fervants, v«- who are under you, and 
-dcfire to ferve under no other general. It wopld be a 
great difcoaragement to 2^1 of us, and a great dlfcou- 
ragement to th^ affair^, of the {)^rliament, for our noble 
general ta eateirtatn any thoughts of laying down his 
-pommiflioit.. I hope your Lordfhip will never give fo 
great an advantage to the public enemy, nor fo much 
lidiihearten your friend«, as to think of kyingdown your 
-commiffion.'? ^ut all this woqld not do : the general 
ftill contiiiued in the fame m{nd, and couchided thus : 
f* What w6«iy yo» have me do ? As far as my con^ 
•fciepcc. wiU giv4 way, -I am willing to join with you 
-ftill in the fepvice of the parliament ; but where the 
xonfcience i« not f<atisfied, none of ^ou,.! am fure, will - 
engage in any fervice ; ^nd that is my condition ia 
Jthis, and tber^fore 1 muft defire'to'feie exeufed.'* 

Cromwell, and the other officers in this committee, 
were moH ©arncft in perfuading the general to continue 
his commiifion ; and yet, 'tis faid, there was caufe. 
£aough to biflieve that they ^d not Over-much defire 
it. Ludlow foys, that Oromwell preffed the council of 
flate, that notwithftanding the unwillingnefs of the 
Lord Fairfax :to command upon this occafion, they 
^o«i1d yet continue him to be general of the army % 
ptofefiing, for hi& own .part, *' that he would rather 
chii^ to. ^ve under him in his poll, than to command 
the greateft army in Europe.'* He alfo informs us^ 
tlia,t the fbrementioned committee was appointed upon 

* the. motion of Lieutenant-general Cromwell^ '* who^ 
fays hci a&ed his part to the lite, that i rtally thought 
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' Jiim inc^meft.'* * How far he iVas (o, it isimpofliUe 
to fay with any certainty. 

Thus Cfomwcll and hig party carried it againft the 
general, who thereupon laid down hia commiffion ; 
though be was fcerajngiy niuch perfuaded- to the con- 
ti-ary. The parliament were at no lofa- for one tofuc- 
' xreed in the great office ; for haying fufficicntly cxpe»- 
rienced tbe valour, coodnd, and faithfulnefs of Crom^- 
well, who had in h€t been 4ong at the bead of the ar> 
, pay* though only lieutenant-general in name, they foon. 

yoted, one and all. that -be Ihould be their general ; f. 
jand fo an .a6t paffed, <<> for conftttuting and appointing 
Oliver Cromwell, Efq;' to be captain-geoeral in chief 
jof all thie forces railed, and to be raifed, by authority- 
x>f p|irliam.e.nt, withixiithe commonwealth of England.'* 

Before his' departure for Scotland, Cromwell moved 
the council tha^ he might be eafed of the affairs ,of Irc*» 
land. But he could only obtain to have five others, 
joined with him in the commifiioD for governing that 
Jcingdom, who were Ludlow, Ircton, CoIone^ John 
Jones, Major Salway, and one Mr Wearer ; any three 
of whem were to make a committee. And now the 
JLord-general fet out for the north, after the army, and 
received great den^onftrations of refpeft a« he paffed 
along. At Tork he was attended, and magnificently 
entertained by the corporation ; hut ftaid no longer 
than to order fupplies for the army. 

The committee of eftat^s in Scotland, before this, 
feeined to be furprifed at the news of an Englifh army's 
marching northwards. They fent a letter to the fpeaker 
of the Engiifti pjirliament, ** fctting forth their confter- 
nation, and declaring that the forces they were raifing 
were only for their own defence ? defiring to know, . 
whether the Englifh army, now on the march, was to 
', ad on the ofFenfive or defcnfivc.-' Th^y wrote alfo to 
'Sir Arthur Haflerigg, governor of Newcaftlc, Major- 
i. general Lambert, and the Lord-general Cromwell) ia 

• Ludlow's, Memoirs, vol. i. p. 7 15» 
^ f Fairfax recommended Cromwell to this m&% 
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Aocb the fame terms. On the other hand, the parlia**' 
tnent of England puWiihcd a declaration of the grounds' • 
and reafons for their army's adtance, " accufin^ the 
Scots of ading contrary to agreement, and having in- 
raded England before under Duk^ Hamilton, at^d now 
preparing; for another invafion ; in proclaimJ'tig Charles 
Stuart King of England and Ireland, though tlfey had' 
DO authority in ' thefe kingdoms; and in declaring a- 
gainft $he Englifti parliament and army, as fe£laries, 
and ranking them with malignaints and papiils/' ^ 

The Scots, perceiving that the parliament of Eng* 
land was not t?o be impofed on, now laboured by all 
pofiible means to render their army odious ; and fo did 
they t;crrify the common people, by OQiiVeprefentations' 
of Cromwell Vcommiflion, as if he was to dedroy all 
he .met with, that they were hardly fatisfied by a de- 
clar attoR of the Lord-general and the army, " remind- 
iBg them of the bebaviouF of the Ehglifh forces wheiV 
they vyere.,before in Scotland, and proteftiiig that none 
bat thofe who had ♦cnde^vourtd to engage foreign' 
princes againft the commonwealth of England^ or had^ 
cxercifed a£lual hoftility, ihould have the icaft violence' 
offered tfo them, either in body or goods .** 

In the mean time leaving York, Cromwell came to' 
Northalleirton and Darlington, being faluted, as he 
pafled by, with the ordnance. At Durham he was 
met with by- Sir Arthur Haflerigg, who conduAed him' 

L to Newcaftle,' and the^re gallantly entertained him. 

I From Newcaftle he hafteoed to Berwick,, and caufed a* 

f^ eneral review of th? army on Haggerton-moor, where 

e was received with great demonllrations of joy, by a 
gallant body of 5000 horfe, and ii,aoo foot. From 
Berwick he fent the army's declaration into Scotland, - 
containing the grounds of their march into that king- 
' dom. One copy whereof was conveyed to the Scots gc-- 
neral» another to the parliament, and a third to the 
I committee of eftates. 

' While the Lord-general was thus upon the verge of 

Scotland; he drew out the army upon a hill, with* 
E 2 
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Berwrck bounds* where they had a full profpe^pf tfee 
adjacent country, and made a fpcech to themycihorting 
therti to be faithful aiwi courageous, and then not to 
doubt of a blcffing from God, and all encotlragemettt 
from himfelf ' This fpeech was anfWercd witxi loud* 
and unanimous acclamations from the foldiers ) whoy 
being ordered to march, entered Scotland with a fhout. 
That night they quartered near the Lord MordingtpnV 
caftle, where the general caufed proclamation tb be 
made, *♦ that none, on pain of death, ihould offer vio- 
lence to the perfons; or effeAs of any in ScotTand not 
found in arms; and that none, on the fame pcnahjr, 
Ihould draggle half a mile from their i^uarters, without 
fpecial licence." 

The next day they aTrived at Dunbar, where thejr 
were recruited with provifions, by flifips feftt tliither 
from England for that purpose ; the Scots havingtaken 
care, betorc-hand, that the •country from Berwick to^ 
Edinburgh fhjuld afford them nothing. From Dun*- 
bar they marched to Haddington, within twelve millf* 
of Edinburgh. And in all this march tbey did not fee 
one Scbtfraan under fixty years of age, nor any youth 
above fix, and but very few wefm^n and children ; the 
Scots minlflers havi.ng^ affured the people, ** that the 
EngliOi wuuld cut the throats of all the men between 
fixty and fixteen years of age, cut off the right- hand^ 
of all the youth between fiSftteen and fix, burn the wo-- 
mens brealts with hot irons, and deitroy all before 
them." ,' - . 

After the army's remove from Haddington, they 
underllood that the enemy was difpofed to'give them 
battle' on a heath called Giadfmoor. The EngUfh 
hereupon took care to poffefs themfelves of the place 
before them : but the Scots did not think fit to appear^ 
notwithdanding that the general did all that ky in his 
power tOsprovokc them to it. Some Ikirmifhea howe- 
ver happened,' about the poffeflion of a place called 
Arthur's-hill, which the Englifh made themfelves ma- 
ilers of. 
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/ As h« could not drawth^ Scttts to aftiori, Cromwell' 
intended to have begun with them ; but was prevented 
hy a great rain, and obliged to draw off his army to- 
wards Muflelburgh. The enemy, upon his retreat^' 
did all they could to diftrefs his army, and put his rear^ 
guard into fonle confufion ; but were foon repulfcd by 
Majoi- general Lambert, and Cobncl Whalky, the 
King ftfrndfftg all the whrJe on a caft5e to fee the en* 
countier. Between three atidfbur b'clx)tk the next mor- 
ikin^t the Englifh were attacked in their quarters at 
Stuifelburgh, Witli great fury, the etremy bcitig a- 
?• nimated by foni^e of their rtiiftii^ers : but viftory was- 
I ^ ftill on their fide, for thty i-ouled tht Sccrts, afnd pur- 
^ fticd them within half a tesguc of Edmburgh, killing 
I fcveral, and taking raaiiy prifpners. Cromwell got 
inuch applaufe after fhis action, by fending the chief 
of the Scots officers, who were wouhdcd and taken, in 
his own coach to Edinburgh. This vindicated him,- 
in a great meafure, frota the reports that had been 
given out of his cruelty. 
/ Having mafched again to'Dnfibar, to take in frelh 

I fupplics, the general gave away a great quantity of 
I corn am^ng the poor of the place, who were in ex- 
\ treme want. In the mean time the Scots minifters at. 
P .fedinhurgh^ imagining he was quite rtstired, gave public 
I ihanks to God, for putting terror. into the hearts of 
the Englifh fe^arie§ : but his fudaen return to Muflel- 
burgh made them aihamed of what they had done, 
and pfdvtrd that -General Lefiey, who was not fg con- 
lidcrit as to b^ off *his guard, could judge better of c- 
¥€flt8 than his ienthufiattical teachcvs. 

An equivocal meffage now arriving from Lefley, 
toncernfng the ftatc of the prcfent dlffert^nce, and full 
of inlipid distinctions about tiie King apd the caufe 5 
the Englifh general gave him to underftand, that he 
Was not to be thus amufed, btit wbuld take the inten- 
tfons of the Scots fronfi wbat they, had continued to 
Z'A J concludingj " That if' LdEky was refolved tr« 
E 3 ^ 
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come to a battle, he had a fair opportunity of dokig 
ii i otherwife, to what purpofe did they both wait ?" ' 

Finding he could not provoke the Scots to an en- 
gagement, Cromwell removed to Pcntland-hills, and 
there pitched his tents within fight -of Edinburgh* 
About the fame time he executed a ferjeant, for plun- 
dering a houfe contrary to his declaration. He alfo 
took in fome fmall garrifons, and, at the requeft of the 
Scots, appointed a conferencei in which he was afluredy. 
** that when opportunity ferved, it (hould be fecn that 
they wanted not courage to give him battle.*' While 
he lay here, he advanced one day at the head of a par- 
ty, in order to (hew hdw ready he was to engage^ 
when one of the. Scots, who knew him, fired a carbine 
at him : upon which Cromwell called out with great 
compofurc, and told him, ^* that if he had been one of 
his foldiers, he ihould have been cafhiered for firing fa 
ivide of the marlf." 

It would be tedious to recite all that pafled between 
the two armies, before they aftually came to an en- 
gagement. ** Cromwell, fays father * Orleans, whofe 
ii'^ercft it was to come ibon to a battle, in a country 
-w' V re his army found nothing to fubfid on, marched 
dirqdly to the enemy, who lay incamped between £* 
dinburgh and Leith, to cover thofe two places, and 
the heart of the country. The cunning Engliihman 
• tried all ways to draw Lefley to fight ; but he under- 
wood his trade, and it being Jii^intereft to protradl time, 
fo to ruin the enemy's army, yvhich had neither ammu* 
TijXion nor provifions, but what csme from England at 
a great charge, he kept himfelf foftrongly intrenched, 
that Cromwell durft not attack him. The Englifh ge- 
neral ufed all baits and ftratagems known in war to 
oblige the Scots to fight him ; fometimes drawing him 
towards Dunbar, as if he would have befieged Edin- 
burgh,^ and again moving to get between Stirling and 
him. But the Scots dexteroufiy avoided thofe fnares ; 
and though the Englifh army kept up clofe with him^ 
be fo ordered his xnotions, and pofted hixafelf iip ad^ 
* K€T9lmi9a< d'Aoffletecrc, 
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vantflgeoufly, ibat the whole month of Augufi was 
fpent in thefe counter- marches, fo tedious to a man of 
Cromweirs fpirit, who could never meet with an op- 
portunity, either to fight in the open field, or attack 
his enemy in his camp. 

At laft, on the 30th of Auguft, Cromwell drew 
out his army^ from Muflclbnrgh, and marched towards 
Haddington. The Scots obfervio^ the Englifh army 
to retire, followed them clufe ; and falling upon the 
rear-guard of horfe in the night, having the advantage 
of a clear moon, beat them up to the rear-gUard of 
foot. Which alarm, coming fuddenly upon them» 
put them into fome diforder. But the Scots wanting 
courage to prpfeeute the advantage, and withal, a 
cloud overfbadowing the moon, gave the Englidi an 
opportunity to fecure themfelves, and cover the maia 
body. Being come to. Haddington, where they were 
in continual danger of being affaulted by the enemy, 
the general ordered a ftrid watch to be kept, to pre- 
vent the worft. The Scots conceiving they had now 
more than ordinary advantage, about midnight at- 
tempted the Englifh quarters on the weft end of the 
town ; but were foon rcpulfed and fent farther off. 
The next day, being the firft of September, the Scots 
being drawn up at the weft end of the town, in a very 
advantageous place, the Englifh drew out on the eaft 
into an open field, very fit for both armies to engage 
in ; where haying waited f :» ne hours for the coming of 
the Scots, and perceiving they would not fight but 
upon an advantage, they, purfuant to their former re- 
folution, marched away to Dunbar. 

The Scots army followed at a convenient diftance^ 
being reinforced with the addition of three regiments ; 
and feeing the Englifti lodged in Dupbar, hovering 
about them upon the adjacent hills like a. thick cloud, 
menacing nothing but ruin and'ideftru6)ion, and look* 
ing down upon them as their fure prey. , 
. The Lord-general was now in grei^t diftrefs, anr* 
looked on himfclf as ttadooe. His {troy wae in a*vei 
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weak and fickly condition, and in 'great want of 
provifidns^ whereby their oouragt alfo was very mu<ih 
abated ;. while the Scots were ftout and hearty, in 
their own country, and upon very advantageous 

foundi And befides^ they more than double 'the 
nglifh in number, being about twenty-feven thou- 
fend, whereas the others were but twelve thoufandi 
Sottie fay they had in their army about thirty thoU* 
fend horfe fend foot; ind the Englifh were reduced^ 
to ten thonfand 6t moft. General CromWeHi with 
this fickly tompany, wasnOvv heihed in on e?ery fiS^- 
by thofe greater numbers of his enemies; who, to- 
makft fure work, {lad alfo by a ftrong party fecured 
Coberfpath, the only pafs between Kim and Bpwicki. 
thereby to hinder all prdvifidns ,or relief from thence^" 
and to cut off all retreat from the Englifh army, who ' 
had not above three days forage for their horfes. Thus > 
were they reduced to the utmoft ftraits *, fo that they 
had now no way left, but either to give up themfelvei 
a prey' to their inful ting enemies, or to fight upoiV' 
thefe unequal terms, and under thele great diiadvan- - 
tages* 

In this extremity the Lord-general, on the 2d of 
September, called a council of war, in whkh, after' 
fome debate, it was refolved to fall upon the enemy 
the next morning; about an hour before day ; and 
accordingly the feveral regiments were ordered to their 
refpeAive poftsw Here we are told by Biihop Barnet, 
that Cromwell, under thefe prefling difficulties, called' 
his officers together to feek the Lord, as they expreffed 
it : after which, he bid all about him take heart, for 
God had certainly heard them, and would appear for 
them. Then Walking i» the Earl of Roxburgh's gar^ 
dens, tha^ lay under the hill^ and by profpedtivc glaffes 

' ♦ Before the battle of Dunbar, fays 'VXHiitctock, the EngHfli. - 
were in a fad pofturc : very many of their men fick, and wanting 
provifions : the enVmy having made up the padcs befk/re them ; 
the whole Scors army on the right-hand, and the fca on tbckft; 
T»i the ^hols B^m «f ScMJUad-bchiad thcffi) p. 47 x . 
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difcerning a great motion lA the Scdti ctttMp % Croinwell 
thereupon faid^ *' God ft delivfefing them irtto miir 
haeds, tbey are coming doivh to us." Andtheblfhop 
faysj that CromwcU loved to talk ttiuch ©f that matter 
all his Hfc long afterwards. 

The Sbots^ it fcems, had now at*k(l rcf6lved t<3r 
fight the. Englifh, and to that end Wefe coding down^ 
the hill? wKere, if they had continued, the Englifh 
courdnc^t have gone up toehgftge thena without vci-y 
great difadrantage. This fefolutioh ^as cbntrafy to 
Leflcy's ppinton j who, though he iMm in the thief 
cpmniand) had a committee bf ftates to give him hk 
orders, aniongwhom Wariflouri was one. Thefe be- 
ing weary of lyiflg in the fields, ^thought that Lefley 
did not make haRc enough to dcftroy th^ arihy- of the 
fcdaries, as they called them* Lefleyi oh the pthet 
hand, told them, that by tying there all >Has ford, but 
that, by -engaging iii a£ii'/n W'iih brave and defperate 
menj all mlgh-t be loft ; and y^t thejr ftill jDreffed hinJi 

Uo fall on. Many, have Ifhagind'd thiit there \^a'8- 
treachery in all this; but the forc-taentioned author 
fays, he was perfuaded there ^as no treathery in it'f 

' only Wariftoon was too hot, and Lcfley was too cold, 
and yielded too eafily to tbelr humoura, ^hich ht 
fkould not haveMone. This rcfolution af the Stilts to 
fall upon the Englifh was fostie time retarded by th4; 
onftraibnablenefs of the wxathirt- ; arnd in the ttie^iA- 
wkile, as we' have already obferv«:d, CvoioiWcU revived 
to fall upon them. 

I The night before the battle prbving dreadfull^Jr 

^taihy and tempeftuous, the Lord genel-a^ ttdk more 
than ordinary care of hitafcif and his itrmy. He rc- 

j frefhed his men in the town, and above all things fe- 
cured his Kvatch locks agafnft the Weather, whilit hh 
enemies neglefted theirs. The Scots were a-ll the 
night employejd incoming down the hill'; and early 
in the morning, being Taefdfty the third of Septem- 
ber, before they were put in order. General Cromwell 

drew out a ftrong party of horfe, . and' falling upon the . 
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horfe-guards, made thepi retire*. Then immediafe^ 
ly his bodies both of horfe and foot advancing, the* 
fight foon grew hot on all fides^^ 'till after about aa 
hour's difpute, the whole numerous army of "the Scots- 
was totally routed. Two regiments flood their cround,-. 
and were almoft all killed- iri their ranks. The reft 
fled, and were purfued as far as Haddington with 
*great execution. About four thoufand were flain on 
the place and io the purfuit, and ten thoufand taken 
priipncr«, many of whom were defperately wounded. 
Fifteen thoufand tarms, all the artillery and ammuni- 
tion, with above two hundred colours, were taken ;^ 
and all with the lofs of fcarce three hundred Engliih. 
Prifoners of note were Sir James Lumfdale, Lieuten- 
ant-general of the foot, the Lord Libberton (who- 
foon after died of his wounds) Adjutant-general 
"Bickerlon, fcout-mafter Campbell, Sir William Dou- 
glas, the Lord Grandifon, and Colonel Gordon ; 
befide» twelve Lieutenant -colonels, fix Majors, forty- i 
tw& Captains, and feventyfive Lieutenants^ The 1 
two Lefleyft efcaped to Edinburgh, which upon the 
new&^ ef this defeat was immediately quitted by hia- 
garrifon, ^iid Lekh refolved to admit the conquerors^- 
being not able to keep them out. . 

Thus this formidable army, which had fo lateljr 
triumphed in a confident afTurance of vidory, was 
totally defeated and overthrown by one not half fo^ 
numerous, which at the fame time was reduced almoft 
to the laJft extremity. But this extremity making 
thera fix upon a firm refolotion either to conquer or 
die^ and withal, their falling fo fuddenly upon the* 
Scots,, when they fo little expe£ted^them, but defign- 
ed fir ft to fall upon them, feem to be the true ^icafion 
of this wonderful turn of affairs. The Lar<^eneral 
himfelf drew up a narrative of this memorable ^vldory,. 

* Rapin fays, the Scots cavalry on the right wing performed 
Very well at fir ft ; but were ai Uft drove back, and put to flight* 
The left wiug fled wiibou. fuHukin^ one charge^ 
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and fcnt it by a courier to the council of* ftate, who 
ordered It to l)e read in all the churches of London, 
-with folemn thankfgiving : . ^nd the colours tak^n 
in this battle being lent Hp to the parliament, were 
by their order hung up as trophies in Weftminfter'- 
hall. 

This great aftion (the moft critical one that ever 
Cron[iwcll was engaged in, and which for that rcafon 
■we have related more particularly than many others) 
boNig thus happily ended, the Englifh foldiers were 
infplred with new courage. The Lord-general, foon 
after this battle was over, fent Lambert to attempt 
Edinburgh, the capital, and fecure Leith, that the 
Engliih (hips might the more conveniently fapply the 
army. Lambert took poffefllon of both ort the fame 
day, they haying been deferted by the Scots, and 
found there ievcral pieces of ordnance, many arms> 
and a confiderable quantity of provifions* ' But though 
the Englifh were millers of the town,- Edinburgh^ 
caftU ftiU remained in the hands of the enemy : yet 
this, though judged impregnable, was at hSt reduced, 
by our victorious gciieral. , - 

Several things paifed, however, before the fiege of 
that fortrefs was undertaken. Cromwell invitea the 
Edinburgh minifters in the caftle to return to their 
cures; which they obftinately refufedf pretending they 
had, no fecnrity for their perfons. On this occafioii' 
feveral letters paffed between the general, the gover« 
nor, and thefe minifters : who ftilT perfiftcd ia their 
'fliff- necked way ; the general caufcd EngliA minifVers 
to officiate in their places. The chief magiflrates of 
Edinburgh, the committee! of the church and ftate» 
and the remains of the army from Dunbar, all retired 
to Stirling, in order to recover their (battered ftrength* 
But all the^ethods they could ufe lignified little ; for 
the Scots were divided among themfelves, and fpHt 
into many parties and fadions, which Cromwell, no 
doubt, knew how to manage to his sidvantage, while 
the motions of bia'army round about Edinburgh kept 
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the vliole county in awe. Several places, itt the 
mean time, were taken in by his deputies, and a con- 
fiderablc vl<^ory was gainecj by Lambert over Colonel 
Ker, at Hamilton-; whereby the power of the remoa- 
Itrators, one of the moft violent parties then fubfifting, 
was entirely ruined. 

The taking of EdlnijuFgh ca III e - foon ' folio vred. 
This is the mofcconftderable ftrong-jiold in Scotland, 
having all the requifite advantages both of nature and 
art. It is feated upon a high abrjapt rock, has but 
one entrance, and that deep, and by which only two 
or three can go a-bseaft. Befides, it over-loofks and 
covnntands all the places about it; fo tTiat- Cromwell's' 
men were often grilled by the cannon from thence, in 
their quarters at Edinburgh. ^ 

When Cromwell came fivft before this ftrong placcj 
ivhich was not long after ike defeat at Dunbar, he 
fummoned the governor, Cpyonel DuHfdafs, to deliver 
it up to him f which having no efie<^, he began to 
confult how to j*educe it by force. Nothing encou- 
raged the attempting it by ftorm^; and all*^robicblc' 
ways being debated, it was at laft refolved to force it 
V>y mines. In order for this work, miners were fent 
for, and towards the latter end \jf September, the 
galleries were begun in the nlg!»t ; , which the befieged 
i^o fopner faw, but they f^ll to tiring upon 'them. liut 
this proved no 'impediment to the Engllfh, who, 
with iDdefatigable labotir, wrought through the earth 
till they came to Ule-mafn rock. This put them to a 
ftand, but did not make Ihem give over ; for having 
made holes in the rock, they filled them full of powder^ 
^nd endeavoured to malie it iiy by firing. 

But this mining work going bnt (lowly on, the 
Lord-general, fe^'i^g ^e (bonld not be able to blow 
the cadle into the air, endeavoured now to level it with 
the ground ; and to that end, he raifed a battery for- 
tified with gabions and other contrivances, difigning 
t© play inceflantly from jthencc wiih cannoub and 
m9rtar8. The governor was very much amazed at 
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ihis, and began to think it a vain thing to endeavour 
to withRand the Engliih induftry i though he did his 
utmod to anfwer the expedations of thofe by whom 
he was cntrufted. The battery being raifed to a con- . 
venlent height, 4 mortar-pieces ^and 6 battering guns 
were forthwith mounted againft the caille. But be- 
fore the word of command was given, the Lord-^ gene- 
ral thought fi^ once more to fummoh the governor, in 
the following terms ; " That he being refo^ved to ufe 
fuch means as were put into his hands, for the redu- 
cing of the caftle, did, for preventing further mifery, 
demaM the rendering of the place to him' upon fit 
conditions.' To this the governor returned this 
anfwer, •* That bcin^ intruftcd by the eAates of Scot* 
land, for the keeping of the caiile, be could not de- 
liver it up without leave from them : and therefore he 
dtfired ten days time to fend to them, and receive 
their anfwer.'' But th<e Lord-genc;ral, knowing his 
time was precious, made tj^is fudden reply, " That it 
concerned him not to know the obligations of them 
that trufted him ; but that he might have honourable 
terms for himfelf, and thofe that were with him : but 
he could not give liberty to Confult with the committee 
of eftates.** 

'Twas defigned that this parley (hould continue two 
days ; but hmc great (hot Bying from the caftle be- 
fore, order was ghct^ to try the mortar-pieces, three 
with (hells, and the fourth with ftones. Which being 
done accordingly, the governor returned til anfwer to 
the general's lad meffage ; in which " he adjured him 
that liberty mights be granted to him to (end to the 
committee of eftates : and faid, that he would be very 
willing to receive infbrmation-from thofe of his country^ 
8aen whom he C0u4d tfoft/' To this the general rc^ 
plied, ** Thai whoever he would appoint to cofse to 
Jbim, (hottldliave liberty for one hour ; b«itto fend to 
the committee of eiUt€S5 he could not gr^nt." The 
governor took no notice of this^ ** till the mortar- 
f kces and great guns had for fomc fmall time played 
F 



62 LIFE OF OLIVEft CROMWELL, . 

againft the caflle. TTiis moved him to fend forth a 
drum, defiring a conference with the provoft of Aber- 
deen, and one more then in Edinburgh ; to which the 
general readily confentcd. But they knowing It to be 
an affair of the utmoft importance, refufed to concern 
thcmfelve* in it, leaving the governor t a take his own 
courfe.' Hereupon Diindafs was in great perplexity, 
till having refolved the matter in his mind, he at lad 
came to this refult, to acquit himfelf manfully in the- 
defence of the place. Accordingly a red enfign was 
immediately, hung out in defiance,, and the gr^pf^guns 
,began to roar from the battlements of the wall. ''Jupon 
this, the Lord-general fent in iipon them fuch Con- 
tinual (bowers of (hot, that the governor in a fhort 
time offered to furrender, if « his former requeff, of 
fending to the committee, might be granted. But 
this being ftill refufed, Dundafs thpught it not good 
to hold out any longer againtt fuch violent affaults T 
and fo entering upon a treaty with the Lord- general, 
came to an agreement ; Firft, that the -caftle, the ^ 
cannon, arms, and ammunition, and furniture of war, 
be delivered up tg Cromwell : Secondly, that the 
Scots have liberty to carry away their public regifters, 
public moveables, private evidences and writs : Third- 
ly, that thofe goods in the cattle, belonging to any 
perfon, the owners fhould have reftored to them : 
Fourthly, that the governor, and all military officers, 
and fol^icrs, might depatt without moleftation, to 
Bruntifland in Fife. 

According to thcfe articles, this ftrong caflle, which 
gloried in its virginity, as having never before yielded 
to any conqueror, was, after a fiege of three months, 
delivered up to Cromwell on the 24th day of Decem- 
ber ; whereby there alfo fell into his hands fifty-three 
pieces of ordnance, fome of them remarkable both for 
iizc and beauty, 8,000 arnos, fourfcore barrels of 
powder, and all the king's hangings, tapeftry and 
jewels. The fubduing of this place was fo unexpeded 
Ut fcveral, that the Scots cried out, •• That Crom*. 
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J well took it only by filver bullets/* But what ap- 

peared moft ftrangc to others, and which made wc-11 on 
Cromweirs fide, waa^ that, the Scots army, which lay 
not very far off, (hould never attempt the relief of 
this moll important place. 

The Scots were now intent upon the coronation of 

their king, which had been long delayed, that h-e 

might " humble himfelf for his father's |ins, and his 

own tranfgrcflions.*' But the vigorous proceedings of 

the Englilh put them upon haftcning what of them- 

felves tney were backward enough in ; fo on the firft 

of Ja^ppry this folemnity was performed at Scone, his 

Majefty firft fubljpribing both the covenants. And 

now, in order to raife a powerful army, all perfons 

( were promifcuoufly admitted, and great numbers of 

\ honorary volunteers flocked to the king's ftandard at 

• Aberdeen. From thence he marched to Stirling, 

I - where having muftcred his army, he made Duke 

Hamilton Lieutenant-general, Lefley Major-general, 

Middleton Major-general of horfc, and MafTey general 

1 of the Englifh troops. • 

U Cromwell, who obfcrved thefe proceedings, "was 

I ' little concerned at them. He endeavoured, however^ 
to fccure all th^ garrifons fonth of Forth : to whicli 
end he ordered Colonel Fenwick to reduce Hume 
caftle. Fen wick immediately applied himfelf to the 
work, and having drawn np his men "before the place, 
fcnt a fummons to the gpvcrnoi* to furrender. ' But the 
governor, oiie Cockburn, being a man of fancy, re- 
turned only a quibbling anfwer. However,, he dicf 
i;. not continue long in this merry humour : for Fenwick 
I having planted a battery, and made a breach in the 
caftle, was invited to a parly jutt as he was about to 
enter. But he would allow only quarters for life ; 
which being accepted, the garrifon marched out, and 
Captain Collinfon took pofieflion of it for the parlia-^ 
ment. About the fame time Colonel Monk reduced 
Tamtallion caftle^ after a vigorous defence. 
- F 2 
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The king and his party were ndw very a£live, and j 
had got together an army of 20,000 men. But the i 
Earl of Eglmton, with fomc other commanders, going j 

into the weft toraife recruits, were feized by Lllburn, ] 

and fent prifdners to Edinburgh. 

The Englifh parliament, all this while, tad a fpe- 
cial regard to their army in Scotland. So careful 
ivere they to furnifh them with men, money, and pro- 
vificns, that as no army could better deferve it, fo no ] 

army ever had more encouragement. Yet both par- ' 
liament and army fufFered a great affliction in th« fick- 
nefs' of their general, who was now wholly confined to 
his chamber: and hia not ading in perion made the 
Scots believe, and confidently report, that he wa3 * 
certainly dead To convince them, however, of their 
miftake, he ordered a Scot« trumpeter, who was fent 
to the Englifh on a particular afFatr, to be brought 
before him, being then on the mending band. But 
he relapfed foon after,, and was in more danger than ' 
ever : yet the goodncft of his conflitution overcame 
his diflempcr, with the help of two eminent phyflciant 
that were fent him by the parliament ; fo that he did 
not think fit to accept of the parHament's offer, of re- 
turning into Englaind before his bufincft was done. 

No fooncr was he able to ftir abroad, but he con- 
fulted with his chief officers about carrying on the 
war. He encamped again on Pentland-hills, a place 
veil known to the Englifh army. From Pentland* 
hills he marched to Newbridge, and from Newbridge 
to Linlithgow, where, from the battlements of the 
caiTIc, he could difcern the Scots army, as it lay en- 
campc'^ at Torwood, near Stirling, all guarded round 
with regular fortifications. Though the Englifh could 
not pombly drive them out of this failnefs, yet the 
Lord-general, to provoke them to fight, marched hia 
ar;ny In battalia before them, and ftood in that poflure 
eight hours. But finding all this incffeftual. he drew 
o^^to Glafgow, in order to refrefh his men; which 
being done, he again purfucd the Scots army, who 
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had now removed their camp, and in their fight ftorm- 
ed and took Cakndar-houfe, a place of confiderable 
flrength, and refolutely defended. 

Finding he could by no nacana bring the Scots to a 
battle, Cromwell feat Colontel Overton^ with near 
sooo fooi and horfe, to make ab attempt on Fife^ in 
* order ta cut off all fuppUes from the enemy. Overton 
erofftd the Forth« and landed his army at North 
Ferry, in fpite of the fiiOiwers of fliot that were p6urcd 
on him fi^m the (hore. He was foHowedby Lambert 
and Pkeyt with two regiments of horfe, and two of 
foot. The king now fent 4000 ngicn^ undjer Major- 

fcnerat Brown, and Colonel Holborp, to drive the 
In^lifh back again over the Fortk : but they were 
entirely defeated by Oliver's party, aooo of them 
being killed on the fpot, %fkd mjolk of the refl: taken 
prif oners. Among the latter was Ma)or*general 
BrowD himfelf, who died fooa after, for grief, as it 
was thought* of thi» ppisfortBne. 

The EngUfh now took in garrifonsi alihoft as fad as 
they approached thent. That of Infiigarvy waf fo ter- 
rified at the late defeat, that they, furrerrdered on the 
iirft fummons to Lambert, leaving' behind theni all 
their provilioofr, ammui^ition,. and arms, except their 
fwords only. The king himfelf and his whole army 
were in fuch conA^rnatipn, that they fuddenly de- 
camped from Torwood, and marched into Stirling- 
park. Cromwell fallowed them at their heels, and 
paOing over the ground where they fo lately lay, he 
found there all their ikk men, and a cooiiderable quan- 
tity of military itores,- which ihewed in what a panic 
they left, the place. 

CromweW's attempts were ftiH in vain ;. for the Scots 
would pot conae to an engagement. Hereupon he 
marched away to Liiilithgow, and fent the greateil 
part of his men over the Torth, in order to carry on 
war in Fife, ^t Leith, whither he retired in perfon 
to provide for the fupply of his (oldiers, he received 
live welcome news of the furrendec of Brpntiiland to^ 

F 3 • . ' 
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Lambert ; which place was of great advantage to the 
Engllfh, beings a, commodious harbour for the landing 
offtorcs. 

Soon after he crofled the Forth himfclf, add draw- 
ing the greateft part of his army from Bruntlfland, 
with tKe train of artillery, he went to St John's town 
the taking of which* he knew, would prevent the 
Highlanders from fending any fupplies, either of men 
or provifions, to Stirling. But, contrary to his ex- 
pedation, the meffenger whom he fent to fummon it, 
was denied admittance, and returned back with»thi8 
fhort anfwer from the townfmen, " that they were 
not in a condition to receive letters.*' The reafon of 
this was, ^s it afterwards appeared, that the Lord 
Djiffus had the day before entered the town, with 
1300 men. But the Lord-general Cromwell, upon 
the refufal of a new fummons which he fent, immedi- 
ately-drained the water out of the moats about the 
town, and falling to batter the walls, obliged the 
Lord I)uffus to furrender in one day*s time. 

Thefe wonderful fuccclTcs of Cromwell in Scotland 
threw the King into great perplexity, and put him 
upon making an irruption into England. His fate 
depended upon the fuccefs of one battle, and being 
much nearer to England than Cromwell, who could 
not overtake him till feveral days, he was in hopes to 
ftrengthen himfelf greatly, by the coming in of the 
well-afFe6led in the north. The thine being refolved, 
his Majefty fent expreifes to all his friends, that they 
might be ready to receive him, and on the 6th of Augutt 
entered England by the way of Carlifle, with about 
3 6,000 men. This rud4en invafion alarmed the whole 
Britifli nation, efpecially the parliament, who were now 
ready to cenfure the condu6t of their general. But 
he affured them by letter, <* that he would overtake 
the enemy, and give a good account of them, before 
they came near Liondon/* Accordingly he ordered 
Lambert to follow the King immediately with 7 or 
Soo bqxfe, and t9 draw as many others as he couM. 
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from the country militia ; and to moleft the King's 
martb as much as poflible, by beiWg near, and obhging 
him to mareh clofe ; not engaging his own party in. 
any fharp aftion, without a manifeft advantage, but 
keeping himfelf entire till the army came up. 

The militia of mod counties was ,now drawn into 
the field, in order to obftruA the King's march. An 
a6l; was publifhed, declaring, ** that no perfon (hould 
hold any corrcfpondence with Charles Stuart, Or his 
party or give encouragement or*afIiilance, under pain 
of high-treafon.'* Arid bow Cromwell, having fettled 
the affairs of Scotland, and left Monk with a ftrong 
party, to fecure that kingdom, entered England with* 
the remainder of the army ; and on the 12th of Auguft 
crofled the Tine, upon the banks of which river he 
gave the foldiers fome rcpofe : the corporation of New- 
caille, in the mean time, bringing them plenty of pro- 
■vifibns. 

The King's array marched through Laneafhire, ' 
where at the head ot it lie was proclaimed, as hepafled 
along, in all the market towns. But he met not with 
that encouragement which he expelled; for befides 
that the Scots daily deferted him, the countries did 
not come in as he believed they would, being coritinu- 
ally obftrudled by the forces of the commonwealth. 
The paifage of Warrington- bridge, in Chcfhire, was 
iharply contefted with him by Lambert ; but at laft 
his Majefty carried it, and continuing on his niarch 
with great expedition, on the 23d of Auguft he came 
to Worcefter, which he entered after fome oppofition ; 
and looking upon it as a convenient place, he deter- 
mined to fettle there with his army, and wait the com- 
ing of the enemy. And that he might not be want- 
ing in aay thing that might tend to the prefervatioa of 
his forces, he ordered works to be raifed fchr better fe- 
curity. Then he fent a fummofls to Mackworth, go- 
vernor of Shrew(bury, inviting htm to yield up that 
garrifon ; to which the governor returned a perempto- 
ry denial. He alfo feat letters to Sir Thomas Mid- 
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dleton, to raife forces for him in Montgomery fliire f 
but Sir Thomas detained the meffenger prlfoner, and 
fent up the letter to the parliament. A day or two 
after the King had taken up hl8 quarters in Wor- 
ccfter, he received the melancholy pews of the de- 
feat of the Earl of Derby. This brave man was the 
only perfon who made any confiderable attempt tor 
fupport the King. He got together a body of i ^oo 
horfe ; but before he could join the King's army. Col. 
Lilburn fet upon him near Wiggan^ and entirely routed 
him. The Earl himfelf, being wotmded, retreated int6 x 
Chefhire with about eighty horfe, and from thex^e to 
the King at Worcefter. 

In the mean time Gen. Cromwell, having refrefhed 
hh foldiers' near Newc^ftle, imn^diately marched away 
by Rippon, Ferry-bridge, Poncailer, Mansfield, and 
Coventry ; and at Keinton joined with the reft of the 
parliament's forces, under Lieutenant-general Fleet- 
wood, Major-general Defborough, the Lord Grey of 
Groby, Major-general Lambert, and Major-general 
Harrifofi ; making in all 30,000 men. ^The common- 
wealth had indeed, by their new levies, encreafed their 
forces to a prodigious number ; and England never 
before produced fo many foldiers in fo (hort a time : 
for the ftanding army* with thofe other forces raifed ^ 
upon this occafion, are faid to have amounted to a- 
bove 60,000 men. 

The Lord*general being ceme up, and haviag ob- 
ferved the pofture of the enemy's army, began with an 
attempt upon Upton -bridge, fcven miles from Wor- ^ 

«efter ; defigaing there, if pofiible, to pafs over hitar- ^ 

my. Lambert was appointed tp manage thi» affair,. ' 

who immediately detached a fmall party of horfe and 
dragpons, tofee how feafibk the enterprife might be. 
This party coming to the bridge, £>und it broken | 

down, all but one plank* Over this thefe daring fel- 
lows paffed, who finding the Scots took the alarm, 
prefently betook themfelves to a church for fecurity*^ 
Sereupda Muffey^ who ky at Uptoo with aboat 6<» 
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dragoons, and 200 horfc, gave a camifado on the 
chprch ; but Major-general Lambert,having pafTed over 
with a new fupply of horfc^fcll furioufly upon the ene- 
my's party, and overpowering thenn, forced them to a 
retreat ; which Maffey fupported with fo much brave- 
ry, that fometimcs facing, then fighting, and fo falling 
off, himfejf brought up th€ rear, and never quitted liis 
ftation, till he arrived with his men at Worceller. 
The bridge being thus gained, all pcffible induftry was 
ufcd to make it up ; fo that I^lectwood'a army quickly 
paffed over; which ftill aiarcbing forward, they ^aid a 
bridge over the Teame, which falls into the Severn, 
about a mile beneath Woicefter : and the g^cneral, in 
the mean time, caufed a bridge of boats to be laid over 
the Severn on his fide, for the better conjundiion of 
the army, and that the enemy might be the more 
ftraitened. 

The Scots drawing out to oppofc Fleetwood's paf» 
fagc,th€ Lord-general refolvcd to divert their defign, 
or to oblige them to fight on great difadvantage : to 
which end, himfelf in perfon led over the river two re- 
giments of foot, Colonel Hadker's horfe, an4 his own 
Bfe-guard, an that fide of Worcefter which he defigned 
to attack. Whilil this was doing, Lieutenant-general 
Fleetwood, affiited by two regiments of foot, main- 
tained a brave fight from hed^^ to hedge, which the 
Scots had Hned thick with mufc^ueteers. And indeed 
they ftbutly maintained their ground, till Colonel 
Blake's, Gibbons's, and Marfh's regiments came in, 
and joined with the others againft them ; upon which 
they retre^itcd to Powick- bridge, where they were a- 
gaiu engaged by the Colonels Haine's, Ccbbet, and 
Matthews ; and perceiving they were not able to pre- 
vail, t'>ey thought fit at laft to fecure themfelves by 
fiying Into W(>rce{tcr. 

Preiently after, the King calling a council of war, 
it was refolvcd to engage Cromwell himfelf. Accord^- 
Ingly, they on c fudden fallied out againft him with 
fo much fury, that his invincible life-guard could not 



/ 
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fuftain the (hock, but was forced to retire in fomc dif» 
order ; and his cannon likcwife were for fome time in 
the power of the King's party. 3ut multitudes of 
frefh forces coming in, at laft turned thefcale on^rom-, 
well's fide. The battle continued for three or "four 
hours with great fiercenefs and various fuccefs, till the 
Scots, being overpowered by Cromwell's fupcrior force, 
were totally routed, flying away in great confulion to 
fccure themfelves. The horfe made as fa ft as they 
could back again, towjards.the north; but the foot ran 
into the city, being clofely purfued by fome of the con- 
querors, who furioufly flew through all the ftreets, 
doing fuch terrible execution, that there was nothing 
to be feen for fome time but blood and flaughter. 
. As foon as the Lord-general had forced his way 
through Sudbury-gate, whilil his party were killing 
and flaying all they met with, he with fome regiments 
ran up to the Fort-royal, commanded by Colonel 
Drummosd ; and being juft about to ftorm, he firft 
ventured through whole fhowers of fliot, to offer the 
Scots quarter, if they would prefently fubmit, and de- , 
liver up the fort ; which they refufing, he foon reduced 
it by force, and without mercy put them all to the 
fword, to the nun^ber of 1500 men. In the mean time 
very confiderable parties were fent after the flying ene- 
my, and the cauntry every where rofe upon them. 

The flain in this battle were reckoned about 4000, 
and the prifoners taken in the fight, and in the purfuit, 
amounted to about 10,000 ; fo that near all were loft. 
The chief of the prifoners were Duke Hamilton (bro- 
ther of the late Duke) who died foon after of his 
wounds ; the Earl of Derby, who not long after was 
fentenced to death, and loft his head at Bolton ; the 
Earls of Lauderdale, Carnwath, Rothes, and Kelly i 
Lord Sinclair, Sir John Packington, Sir Charles Cun- 
ningham, Sir Ralph Clare, Major-general Montgome- 
ry, Major-general Pitfcotty, Mr Richard Fan(haw, 
fccretary to the King, the general of t^e ordnance, the 
adjutant-general of the -foot; befidcs feveral colonels, 
and other inferior officers. There were alfo taken gil 
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their artillery and baggage, 158 colours, the King's 
ftandard, his coach and horfes, ^nd feveral other things 
of great value. The King efcaped, and having wan- 
dered fome time in difguiie about England, he at lad 
found means to embark, and landed fafely-at Diepe in 
France. This great viAory, which was juflly looke^ 
upon as the deciiion of the grand caufe between the 
King and the commonwealth, was obtained by General 
Cromwell on the 3d of September, the fame day twelve- 
month that the Scots had fuch a defeat given them by 
his forces at Dunbar, as loft them their kingdom. 

The next day after this victory, the Lord-general 
fent a letter to the parliament, which was as follows : 
*< 1 am not able yet to give you an exaft account of 
the great things which the Lord hath done for this 
commonwealth, and for his people ; and yet I am un- 
willing to be filent, tut according to my duty I (hall 
reprefent it to^you, as it comes to hand. This battle 
was fought with -various fuccefs for fome hours, but 
Hill hopeful on your part, and in the end became an 
abfolute vidory, and fo full an one, as proved a total 
defeat and ruin of the enemy's army, and pofftfiion of 
the town. Our men entering at the enemy's heels, 
and fighting wit^uhem in the ftreets with very great 
courage, took all their baggage and artillery. What 
th^' flain are, I can give you no account, becaufe wc 
have not taken an'exadl view ; but they are very many, 
and muft needs be fo, becaufe the difpute was long, and 
▼cry near at hand, and often at pufli of pike, and from 
one defence to another. There afe about fix or feven 
thoufand prifoners taken here, and many officers and 
noblemen of quality ; Duke Hamilton, the Earl of 
Rothes, and divers other noblemen i I hear, the Earl 
of Lauderdale, many officers of great quality, and fome 
that will be fit objeds of your juftice. We have fent 
very coniiderabTe parties after the flying enemy r I 
hear they have taken confideraole numbers of prifon- 
ers, and are very clofe in the purfuif Indeed, I htut, 
the country rifeth upoa them every where ; aad> I b"- 
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llevc, the forces that lay through providence at Bewd- 
ley, and in Shropfhire and StafFordihirc, and thofe with 
Colonel Lilburne, were in a condition, as, if this had 
been forfeen, to intercept what (hould return. A more 
particular account than this will be prepared for you, 
as we are able. I heard they had not noany more than 
a thoufand horfe in their body that fied^ and I believe 
we have near four thoufand forces following and intcr- 
pofipg between them and home. Their army was a- 
bout fixteen thoufand ftrong, and fought' ours on Wor- 
cefter fide Sevpra, almoft with their whole, whilft we 
had engaged half our army on the other fide, but with 
parties of theirs. Indeed it was a ftiff bufinefs ; yet I 
do not think we hav€ loft two hundred men. Yonir 
new rajfed forces did perform fmgnlar good fervicc, for 
which they deferve a very high ettimation and tcknow- 
kdgmment ; as alfo for their wilHngnefs thereunto, 
forafmuch as the ifame hath added fo much to the re- 
putation of your affairs ; They arc all difpatched home 
again ; which, I hope, will be much for the eafe and 
fatisfadion of the country, which is a great fruit of 
the fucceffcs. 

The dimenfions of this mercy ^re above my thought! ; 
it is, for aught I know, a crowning ir.ercy ; furely, if 
it be not,^ fuch a one we fhall have, if this provoke 
thofe that are concerRed in it to thankfulnefs, and the 
• parliament to do the will of him, who hath done hit 
will for it, and for the nation ; whofe good plea fure is* 
to eftablira the liation, and the change of the govern- 
ment, by making the people fo willing to the defence 
thereof, and fo fignally to blefs the endeavours of -^out 
fervants in this late great woi k- I am bold, humbly 
ta beg, that all thoughts may tend to the promoting 
of his honour, who hath wrought fo great falvaiion, 
and that the fatnefs of thefc continued mercies may not 
occafion pride and wotitonnefs, as formerly the like hatk 
<ione to a chofcn people. But that the fear of the 
Lord, even for his mercies, may keep an authorityt 
aod the people fo prefpcred, and bleiloly and witneffed 
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to, humble and faithful ; that jnftice aiKJrighteoufnefs* 
mercy and truth niay flow from you, as a thankful re- 
turn to our glorious God : This fhall be the prayer of. 
Sir, your moit humble and obedient fervant, 

O. Cromwell. 

Cromwell, having given this deadly blow to all the 
King's party, (laid no longer at Worceftcr, than to 
fee the walls of it levelled with th«,grou;id, and the 
dikes filled with earth ;' thereby to curb the difaffedion 
•of the inhabitants. This done, he marched up in a 
triumphant manner to London, driving^ or 5000 pri- 
foners before him. Beyond Aylefbi^ry, he was met 
by four commifiioners from the parliament, whom they 
feat to pay him all the marks of honour and ei^cem. 
When he came to AAor, he was folemnly met by the 
fpeaker, and the reft of the members and council of 
ilate ; and foon after by the lord-mayor, aldermen and 
Aeriffis, and many perfons of quality, with the militia, 
and multitudes of people ; who welcomed him with 
loud ihouts * and acclamations, and feveral voUies of 
great and fm%ll (hot. Whitclock fays, he carried him- 
TM with great affability, and feemin^; hum^liity ; and 
in all his difcourfes about the bufinels of Worcefter, 
would feldom mention any thing of himfclf, but the 
gallantry of the officers and foldiers, and gave ail the 
glory of the afiion unto God. 

, After fome fmall repofe, on the i€th of September 
he took his place in parliament, where the fpeaker 
fna^e a fpeech to him, congratulatins; his return after 
{o Qiany atchievements, and giving him the thanks of 
the- houfe for his fervi'ces to the commonwealth. . Oa 
theiame ^ay, he, with his chief officers, werc/cafted in 
the city^ ^ith all pioflible Rate and pomp : ant^ fooa 
aft€r, two afts were drawn up# that were much, to his 
honour ; one for a folemn thankfgiving-day, and the 
other for a yearly obfervation of the 3d of oeptember, 
in all the three kingdoms. The parliament likewife 
fcttkd 4Q©0 1, a year upon him, out of the X)uke of 
' ■ G ' • . 
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Buckingham and the Marqwis of Wpccefter's eilates^ 
belkles 2,<:coJ. per annum formerly granted. 

Soon after the.battle^f Worcefter^ the Illeof Man^ 
bravely defended by the heroic Cou«t<& of Derby, 
and t(ie Ifle of Jerfey, that had been long maiotaineid 
by Sir George Carteret, were both reduced to the 
parliament's obedience. They had long fince been 
mafters of Gu em fey, except the chief fort, called Cor- 
net caftle, which'had been a great while defended by 
Roger Burges, but was, about the latter end of OAo- 
ber, furrendered by him upon very good' articles. And 
the Scilly Ifles, which had been the chief harbour for 
the King's hicn of war, were fome time before reduced 
by a part of the parliament's .fleet. 

Major-general Monk, whom the Lord-general had 
left in Scotland, to perfect the redudion of that king- 
dom, proceeded in his work with very good fuccefs. 
Before the fight of Worccfter, he took Stirling, the 
chief ftrength of the Scots ; as alfo Dundee, with as * 
terrible an execution as Cromwell had before ufed at 
Tredagh ; and furpnfed a convention of the Scots no- 
bility, among whom was old GencraLLeflcy, and fent 
them prifonesB to London. The example that was 
made of Dundee, occafioned fuch a terror, that St 
Andrews, Aberdeen, Dunbarton, and Dunnoter caftles, 
with other towns, -caftles, and ftrong holds, either vo- 
luntarily declared for the conquerors, or furrendered 
upon fummons, * Notwithftanding this, the Scots made 
one attempt more, under Middleton, Huntley, GJen- 
cairn, and others in the Highlands : but they were 
foon fuppreffed and difperfed by Colonel Morgan \ fo 
that the Englilh extended their conquefts through all 
parts of the kingdom, even as far as the ifles of Ork- 
ney and Shetland, which now fubmitted to them. 
After this, there was no more work for our general in 
the field ; who therefore continued about London moft 
of the remainder of his days. 

And hei'e I ftiall difmifs the affairs of Scotland with 
the remarks that Biflipp Burnet makes on the Hate of 
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to kingdom, after the abfolute rcduftton of it under 
jhe power of the EngiiA; ** Afterthrs,fay8 he,th€ coun- 
:ry was kept in^gteat order: fornecaftks in the High*- 
ands hadganrifons put into them, that were fo careful in 
their difeipUnerand fo exaft to their rules, * that in no' 
frime the Highlands were kept in better order than 
during theufurpation. There was^ confidef able force 
of about feveji or eight thoufand nven^kept ih-Scotland : 
thefe were paid ea^adlly, and ftridly difciplined. • The 
pay of the army brought fo much' money ihto'tHe king- 
dom, that it continued all that- while in a vel-y flou- 
ri/hing (late. Grorawell built three cjtadiels,' at Leith, 
Air». and Invernefs,. befi4e8 many little forts. There. 
was good juft ice done, and vice was ^ippreffcd and pu- 
nifhcd; fo that we always reckon thofe eight years of 
ufuFpation, a time of great "peace and profperrty. There 
was alfo a fort of union of the three kingdoms in t)nc' 
parliament, where Scotland had its reprefentativcs. 
The ft'I^rqui&.of Argylc yftnV up one of our commif'- 

Thus* we have gone through GromwelPs military 
Kfe, an'^d with as much brevity as poSble, except in 
two or three bf the jprincipal a6lion8, which I have 
taken more at large from the hiilorians of the time« 
His' next conqueft was over the parliament, who em- 
ployed him >. by another fort of warfare, in which he 
was ^oiefs expert and fuccefeful than in the.open field. 
But that will J>e the fubje(^ of another chapter. I 
would only obCerv^, at the end of this, that «:ith whoin- 
foever of the gr6at captains of antiquity we compare' 
him, CroiDweil is in no "danger of loiing ^by the com- 
parifon *. Like Lucullusi he came to the field unex- 
perienced,, and fhoneoiit at once an accompUihed ge- 
neraL For the rapidity of his conqu'clts he might vie 
with Alexander,, or, whom he more naacly refenibled, 
with Julius' Caefar. Trhat an army of veteran Greeks, 
though fewer in number, Khould triumph over the ef- 
feminate Afians, was what might well enough be ex-, 

G'--2 ' ^ ■ "' '" 

♦ See the Panegyric in the Appendix. 
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pie6^ed : but where Roman wfi6 oppofed to Roman* and 
Briton to BritoO} it feems but aa aft o^ jofticc to af- 
cribei^ to the generals* ihat one, of thffe parties waa. 
for ever yiftorioud ; efpecially if the party which pre- 
vailed* as in CromwelPs cafe, ^peared at firft under 
many difadvantages. 

Thofc who conclude* from the feverity ufed at- 
Tredagh, and a few other places* that Cromwell, in 
his temper* was favage and cruel, are certainly much 
miftaken* - We find him cxcufing thofe anions himfelf 
irom the neceffity of a£&irs* which has always been 
taken for a fufiBcient reafon in matters of this, nature. 
And if we eoqfider the barbarities which the Irifli* for 
fpme years before* had been praftiiing on the poor 
£i)g1i(h prpteftants* efpecially in the horrid maifacre 
0$ 1641* we fhall hs^xe no reafon to wonder if a fpirit 
qf yengednce had preyailedrin the Englifh army* when, 
they had it in their power to make retaliation* We 
fee nothing however of this kind breaking out among 
them, which, doubtlefs was owing, in a great meafure*.. 
to the good condtti6^ of the general* and the ftrift dif- 
ctplioe for wiiicb be was fo remarkably 

€ H A P. V. 

-rf r/V«u» &/ CrpmmelPs conduit Upwards King Chatie^, 
/. nuitb a, vindication of him. in many particulars. 

IT cannot be dejoied that Cromwell,, in ,a multitude 
of inftaaces* appears to have been a great mafter of* 
diflimulatipn.: and, if the old maxim be true, "that 
he who khowa not how to diffcmble, knows not how 
to reign,^* we (hall find it was heceflary for him to be- 
fo. This puts us under a. difficulty, however, with re- 
gard to many of his aftions, to find what were his real 
motives and views. But if we may judge from a feries 
of the moft probable circumftances* we have no reafon 
to think that he Jkadat^ firft> or evei^ for a long time 
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after be arrive* at- prcat powier, any fettled dcfigti a* 
gainil the King's lifel it'Wa«-owing^ to'fiitti, indeed^ 
that the. King was feized at Ho1mby.hx5itfej[. cohtfary 
to the fcnfe, and withbut the knbwll^dge of parliamrtfnt i* 
biit this was don6 Wiih no i>ther View tfifan "togft W 
Majcfty inttf the hands of the army,' 'wK6 wefjejealbuff 
of the parliament, as 'the parfiaftleht were ofatiem.^ •■ 

-For when th« royal powcf-Va^'qiiite'.brokeni ahct 
ttb royal perfon made a pirifdTicr, rnrfunderftfemding^ 
began to arife among^the vift^rs, (torn the foldih-tfar-' 
rotating more to themfelves than -their mafters wefc 
willing to allow. On' this account it was nhagihed,. 
that they , who could fecore the King^s jferfo^n,^ nifght 
play him oiF agaitift the other party, and, reft cfre huh 
upon their own termsy without any proyifioir for the 
others. It was even fufpedled,iat this time,; thzrt the 
parliament had aAually a defigh of reftoringAe King's 
authority, in order to makeufe of it to rdin their own 
army. Btit the chief officers were' more tenacious of 
the power they had ibquu-ed^. and'in particular Crom- 
well, who was a member of parliament as wcFT as a 
general, than thus to refigii it without aiiy fec^rity to- 
thcmfelves. It was thcwglrti nreceflSiry^: ;thercfore, in- 
order to lefFen the pai'Tiament's authority, and increafc 
their own, to take this othcrwife uowarrantable ftep ; 
of whith CromwcH-'^a«'' the chief.' advifef, as apfpears 
from the teftinidny of Jpyccj 'wfib afted rn the affair, 

•Theatiinitjfities bctweeu the pai'liaxnent and. army 
ftill continuing and increafiu^^ the agitators feared the 
patliameflt would no wj, for their own fecurity, receive 
the King- uport' any terms, or rather put themfclves. 
under his prote6Hon, that they inight the better. fubduc 
the armyj, and reduce thenvto obedience. Wherfeforc,.. 
being iuftigated thereto by Cromwell^ they on the 4th 
of June, fent Cornet Joyce, one of theff body, with i 
party of horfe, , to take him out of • the hands of the* 
parliament-commiffibners,^ aiid bring him away to the 
army. Accordingly, Joyce about midnight drew up 
hf^.borfc la order brfore Holmby^houle, dcmandir - 
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entrance. Colonel Grearea, and Major general BfoJtsw*,^ 
whobeingalarmed, had doubled the guards, enquiring, 
his n^n)< and bufinefs, he (aid his name wsis Joyce, % 
cornet in Colonel Wh^Wej'i regiment, and his. bufinefs. 
was to fp^ak ^ith the King. Being afH^.from.whoi]:!,. 
^e faid,. " Fppm.myfeJf . .mjr.errund is. to the King,. I 
muft and I will fpeak wi|:h, himf • *' Greaves, and Brown, 
comnij^nded their men witihia to ftandrto- thpir arn^s ; 
but they, feeing them to- be? their, fellow-foldiers of th^ 
fame army^ opened the giat^s, and flipok hands with 
them as old friends* . The corr^et placed his centinel% 
at the coinmiiIioner« chamber do9rs, and went himfelf, 
by the back,- ftairs, directly to the King^s bed cham-j 
her. The.groonis bping- mu^h. (urprife^y de(ired hin^ 
to laVvaiide his arms, a^d aifured hini,, that: in the; 

, morning he (hpuld fpea^ with the King : but he, with 
fwordand piitql, infi^d.to.l^avethe door opened, and 
made fo muqh nqife tjia|i- it awakpd:his,Majeily, who. 
fent him out word, f^ th^t he would not rift nor fpeak 
with him till the morning :'* upon ,wihi<;h. the, cornet 
retired in a huff. . The Kip^; getting up, early, in th© 
morning,. fe;Qt for hin^, wHp- with g^^^ boldnefs told; 
his Maj^fty, he-w^s-cprnm^cledtorfinapvphin^,^ Where; 
upon the King defired^ t.I\e QoiqfniiGon^rs nilgl^t be 
called; but Joyce., faid, *? t)iev h^d, <no^hin|r todO) 
but to. return back tq theparliamef^tr" Bpn? aik* 
ed for a fight of hl8,inftrndions,,h^ tqld his ^Iajefty». 

, " l^e {houT4;fc;e them pr<;fe^ntly, ;" fq drawing up his 
troop. in. the^ inner Qourt,^** Thefe^ Sir». (aid he, are 
my inftru£^tons/' The K^ng haying took agood vitw 
of tl^em,, an4.ilndin|r thenx to be prpper n[kep, . wisli 
znount^d and arni^dK tol4 the cornet with a fmile* 
*f his iuftru^iiqns wer« ip fair chara^d^ers, legible with- 
out fpdlling.'' Joyce then prei^ng the King to go a- 
long with^ him, his Majefty refufed» unl^ the com 
mimoners might attend him.; to which the cornet re< 
]p)yed, " he was very indifferent, they might gb if they 
woiijd." So the King, being attended by the commifr. 
fioner^ of the parliament, went along with Xojqc, a9<J ' 



^ 
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WAS tbat night condu&^d by lilm. to Colpael , Monf-^ n 

taguje's houfe at HiAchingbvoak^ and. the next nieht 1 

to Sir Joh^ Cut's at Chijderfley n^ar Cambridge. Here 
Fair£uc, Cromwell,. Iretpn, Skipppnt^ and many othec 
officers came to wait upon the King^ and fomeof thcnv 
kliTed his ha^d, 'Tis fa k!,. t^igt. Joyce ,, be,inj^ told 
that the general was difpkafed. with him,, for taking ^ 
the king frpqi Hplnjby, he' anfwered^ *-* that Lieuten-- 
ant-geqer'aL Cromwell had givea hini ordecs; at London ' 

to do.a]^ that hje had done »'* and indeed Eairfax now 
Kfigned hiipfeJfent^ely. tpC(rom>v ell's judgment, who 
ledand gov;erned hiia a8..he pJe^iledi And. though he 
was atfirfl diflatisfiedwiUi this proceeding of, Jjyce,.. 
yet Cromwell fbon . appeafed him^ by reprefe;nting to 
liim, *^ tl^at Qothlng- could have been dpne of greatec 
adyantag^ to the firmy and their generals, to the 
church and ikajte,^ than what, Joyce l^ beea^doing: 
|hat the l^ing was.oa. the. point of ;roaktng.. an..accom? 
inodation with the parliament,- who had determined to 
lend Colonel Graves to fetch him ;; and if Joyce-had 
Dot fetched him,, th,ere wx)u]d have been an,eiul;of both 
officers and army, and all the pains they ha(i taken for ' 

the public good,;^ would. not only ha,ve been ufekfs.>,but 
criminah" ' ' ' : . ; 

« Cfoni^eirs giKind; defign, we are affured;^ was: to 
hinder any conjunction between the king and the pref* 
byterians, the ^rpy's greateft enemies; and havidg- < 

now got hiqii into hi^ han4i«. be fpirited up^an addrela^ , j 
from the army, containing a charge of high txeafoa j 

s^aipft * 4^veD mesp^bers. of the houle of con^mons,, ^ 

l^ho wicrC' the heads- o£ the pirdhyterian party.. ThiV ^' 

bad t\it d^fired.effed.; for knowing^ this charge was 
rather to hinder their influencing the houfe, than with 
4 view of proceeding a^pitallyagainfTtbeDEiy they de- 
termined to withdraw themfelves voluntarily, and leave 

• Thefe membO'S syere, Mr Dentil HolBs,.S1r Philip Sfaplctoii, 
$ir JohnClotworthy, S^jeant Glyn,' Mr Anthony Vfichois, Mr 
Walter L6ng, Si( WiUiaffl Lcwh, Cdldnel, Edward Harley, Sax-. 
'WUiiam W4l«r,, Qoipnci Maifejf, «q4 Sir John fi^yaard^ 
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the fway of th« houfc in* the hUhd's of thie pppofit^ 
part J ; who, tfhou^h called Indep'endchts^ were itiade 
up of men of different perfuafiona, that were in gene- 
ral friends to the army. There was alfo a nToderate 
jparty in the honfe^ who ufuaUy. voted on the fide^ of 
Kberty,. fill they found what lengths .thcr were like ta* 
be led, > 

Havin|r proceeded thus fari CrdmwcU's nesct intcn* 
ttons were to reftore the King by imeans of the inde- 
pendents, now, the predominate pirty; thinking that* 
liberty of confitience would thereby be better fecured, 
than it could bfe under a prefbyterian hierarchy. And: 
the King himfelf began to. think his- condition altered: 
for the better, and to look upon the independent inf 
tereft as more confiftent with epifcopaey than the pref^- 
byterian, becaufi it might fubitft under any forirt^, 
which the other could not do. He was ^ alfo rilucH . 
more civilly, treated fince Ms being in the army, thari- 
he was bcforcv while the parliamient's prifoner : for- 
though h* was- obliged to attend the motion of the - 
campi he was 'every where, dlow'ed to appear in ft ate 
and luftfe, with his nobility about him, his- chaplaioi 
in waiting, and all hia fervants in thaV proper places! 
His Majefty received alfo an .addrefs from the atmyi. 
full of proteftations of duty :. which was fet onfoo^. 
by Cromwell and' Ireton ;, though^ to prevent the par; 
JiamentVj^loufy of them, they wiereat firft fomewhat 
refer ved fn ^ their ' own behaivlour ; and even defired . 
to be cxcufed from feeing his Mijcfty often, and. 
waved' the ceremony of krffing his hand when before 
him, notwithftandiiig all; the, addrefs which his Ma- 
jefty made ufe of, as to perfons he knew could do him^ 
fervice. ' ' 

After fonae time,: hdwever^ CromweU*a behaviour - 
was more open and free y he vifited the king frequent- 
ly, and had long conferences with him* Once, in pitr* 
ticular, he is fatld to have promifed hi^ Majefty, ^^ that 
if he and his party would fit ftill, and neither a6t nor 
declare againft' the army^ be would reftore' him/. aad- 
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make him the grcateft prince in Chriftcndom. " Thaugh \ 
•10 priyate, among hia friends, he boafted, "that 
now he had got the King into hia hands, he had got 
the parliament in. his pocket/' ' His Majcfty knew 
that Cromwell bore the greateft fway in the army^ 
and Ending him not s^verfe to his intereft^ was fo in- 
difcreet as to fay to general Fairfax^, upon his offering 
him hiiijervicc^ ** Sir, I have as good intcrcft in the 
.army as you." Which expreffion was taken very ill 
by the general, and did the king no fervice. 

But notwithftanding the king's indifcretion,. Crom- 
well was certainly in earned as to bis defign of a re- 
ftoration^ though he durft not openly avow it, This 
was evident from his meffagc to Sir John Berkeley,. 
who was fent over by the Qufcn and prince to promote 
an agreement between the Jting and the army. Sir 
Allan Appeflcy, the mcffengcr, was ordered to inform 
Sir John, that <*- CronatreH well retmembcred. what he 
had once heard him fay, concerning the difficulty of 
introducing a popular government, againft the King, 
the nobility and gentry, the prefbytcrians,. and the. 
geoius^ of'the nation ; and' that therefbre it- would be- 
well for the independents to do what the preibyteriana 
had only pretended to, and reflore the king and people 
to their juft and antient rights ; this being the only 
way to obtain tru(l and pov(fer for themfelves, a£ muck 
as fubjc6b are capable of: whereas, if they aimed at 
more, it would be attended with a great hatred, and 
their own dettruction. That though, Cromwell, n^hen 
Sir John held this difcourfe, only gave him the bear* 
ing, yet he had fince found by experience, that all, or 
the greateft part of it was reafonable, and be w^s -re- 
folved to a£t accordingly, as might be perceived by 
what had already paffcd; defirlng that the Queen and 
' the prince would not condemn his party, but fufpcnd 
their opinion of thtrm, and theiu intentions, till their 
future carriage fhould make full proof of their inte- 
grity, of which they had already given fome tefii.- 
monyJ' 



fi^^A^ 
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And when, after leave obtained from Cram well, Str. 
John came to wait on the King,, Cromwell confrrmed 
with his own mouth all that Sir Allen had reported ;» 
with, this addition, *' that he thought no man could 
enj'oy his life and eftatc quietly, unlefs the King h^d 
his right ; which, fays he, we have already dec Jar ed 
to the world in general terms,^ and will more particu- 
larly very foon, when we (hall comprize the feverat 
intcrefts of the royalifts, prefbyterianft, and in<3epen- 
dchts, as far as they are confiitent with one another." 
And fome time after Sir John jneeting him at Read- 
ing, as he was coming from the King at Cavcrfhamy 
XIromwell told him, '* that he had lately fcen the, 
tenderell light that ever his eyes beheld,. whicH was the 
interview between the King and his chiKjren '* He 
even wept while he mentioned it, and added, ** that 
never was man fo abufed as himfelf in the finilter opi- 
' nidn he had of the King, whom he now thought the- 
moft up^ght and confcientious mau of the thcec king- 
doms:*' Concluding with this wiffi, " that Gpd 
would be pleafed ta look i^en him, according to th^ 
fincerity of his heart towards the King.*' 
' Indeed the army in generally as wdl as Cromweljj, 
appeared s^t this time very zealous for the King's in- 
tereft.; and yet they fecmed to fufpc^l the reality of 
one another.V intentions. Sonie of the principal agi- 
tators whifpei;ed their fufpicions of the Lieutenant- 
general to Berkeley, but they appeared to be fufpicious 
only; every one confeffing, that if , Cromwell and 
Ireton were not hearty for the King, they were Com- 
plete difleipblers. And what room could there be to 
imagine this, when propofals were actually drawn up. 
by Ireton for a reconciliation, by which epifcopacy 
was not to be aboliihed,. nor the militia taken from, 
the crowti ?' when they both prefled the King tocon- 
fent to.lhern without delay, there being no afTurance 
of the army, who had changed more than once i Crom- 
wcll» in particular,' wa?.{o earncll in the aft'air, that 
be blamed IretoVa flovvnefs iii perfecting the p/opo" 
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fa(Is, and his /backwardnefs in c;omtng up to his Ma- 
jefty's fenfe : tciline Sit John Berkeley^ on the other 
hand, ** that he wilhed he would aft more frankly,\ 
and not '^ hithfetf up to narrow principles; becaufe 
there was great room to think, that the army would 
not perfift ih^ their good intentions towards the king/' . 

Aiout the fame time arrived Mr Afhburnham, 
upon the like meflage as Sir John Berkeley. This 
gentlemtta foon got familiar with Colonel Whalley, 
' who commanded the guard that atltended the King; 
' and alfo with Cromwell and Ireton, who feeraed great- 
ly to come into his m^afures, fo as even to' raife a jd^- 
loufy in the army of their carrying on a fcparate 
tpeaty.- But all the fe prom ifir*g circumftances were, 
loon defeated, merely by the imp'rudcnce of his 
Majefty, and thofe about bim ; as we ihall fee by what 
.follows 

The parliament feared nothing fomuch, asaxon- 
.j-unftion betwe^ the King and tlie arrays and now 
there was fuch an -appearance of it, many of the King's 
friends, through an intemperate zeal, made it tlie fub--, 
jecl of then- triumph. Herteupon the two houfes fent . 
* a committee to his Majefty, with an addrefs of a- 
Bother ^rain than they nad lately ufed, making many 
I proteftations of duty, and declaring, . " that if he was 
! not in all refpeds treated as he ought to be, and as he 
defired, it w^s not their fault, who were defirous he 
might be at fdl liberty,, and do what he would.*' The 
f army, at the fame^time, was not w^'thout jealoufy, 
' that the King hearkened to fome fccret propofitions 
from the prefbyterian party, and defigncd to make an 
abfolute breach between the parliament and th^ army ; , 
which occafioned Ireton* to fay to him, "Sir, you 
have an Intention to be arbitrator between the parlia- 
ment' and us, and we mean to be fo between .you and- 
the parliament." In the mean time the King, finding 
hlmfclf courted on all hands, was fo cbnfident , of his 
own importance, that he imagined himfelf able to turn 
jdie fcale on which fide he pleafcd. 



«' 
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This high coniideratiDn of himfelf, which was one 
of King Charles's greatcft foibles, was the occafion, 
that, when the propofals were brought -him from the 
army, and his concurrence to thetii humbly defir-ed, • he 
entertained their conimiifioners wltb haughty and 4if- 
obliging language ; declaring, ** that *no man (hoold I 
fufFcr for his fake, (tberc bei^g juftice required on ! 
fomc of his evil advifers) and that he repented! of 
nothing fo much, as that he pafled the bill agatnii the ; 
Earl of Stafford : alfo, that he would have the church ! 
©f England eilablidved by the propofals -y there being * 
nothing in themcon'cernkigcbtxrch-government. Thefe 
ptopolals, howeyer, were much more moderate than 
tbofe fent to him from the parliaments but he unhap- 
pily thought, that they proceeded only from the ne- 
ceffity they had of him ; and in difcourfing with the 
•comn^iflibners, wodld frequently ufe fuch expreflions, as 
thefe,' *' You cannot do i^khcmt me; you wiH fall to 
ruii|, unlcfe I fuftain you.*' Thiskiad of ptoceeding 
greatly aftonrihed has own party, as ^ell a« the dcr 
putics from the army ; whereupon he began to foften 
his difck>urfe, but it was too late : for Colonel Rain- 
fhoroiigh, who feemed ^leaft of all to deiire an accom- 
modation, had retired from tht cOiiferen-ce, and going 
immediately to the army, had given them to und^r-, 
ftand what treatiineat their ^^ommiii&oners and propofals 
had met with. 

It may not be aniiif«, on this occafion, to introduce 
part of "Dr Wellwood's charafter of this unhappy: 
prince, in which he feems to ha\re had fome view to 
the prefent affair. After telling us, " that if King ■ 
Charles had any perfonal faults, they were much over-< 
weighed by his virtues ; -bat that an immoderate defire 
of power, beyond what our conftitution allowed of,I 
was the rock he fjpHt upon ;'* the Dodlor adds, " there 
was another error that run through the whole manage-; j 
ment of his affairs, both domeiiic and public, and 
which occafioned a great part of his misfortunes : he ; 
appeared many times &iS and poiliive in denying at 
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firft what he granted afterwards out of tim^, and too 
late to giTC fatUfadion ; wfaidi encouraged intcrcftcd 
perfons to afk more than they thought of at firft, and 
fofl him the fruits of his former concelHons : (b that, m 
the whole conda6i of h\8 life^ he verified this maxim* 
that errors in government have ruined more princes * 
than their perfonal vices." 

To proceed with our hiftory : There liappened, 
about the time we are now upon, an infurredron in the 
city of London, occalioned by the parliament's voting 
the city militia, through Cromweirs influence, into 
other hands than their own. The mob that was got 
down to Wcftminfter, on this occafion, not only, ob- 
liged both houfes to revoke their ordinance, but forced 
them to pafe a vote, "'that the King (hould come forth- 
with to-London, and be invited thither with honour, 
freedom, and fafety ** This Violence put upon them, « 
occalioned fevcral of the members, and in particular 
the fpeakers of both houfes, to repair with fpeed to 
the army, and offer up their complaints. The army 
could not have defired a greater advantage tban thia 
gave them, who therefore received the niembers with 
all the appearance of refped, profeffed their (ubmilfioa 
to the parliament, and declared, '^ that they would re- 
eftablifh them in their full power, or perifh in the at- 
tempt.'* JNor did they fail of their promife; for 
though the houfes had chofen new fpeakers, and paf- 
fed feveral * votes according to the mind of tbe citi- 
zens, yet all thofc proceedings were difanuulled upon 
the army's coming to London j the members were rc- 
ftored, and every thing fettled again a6 the officers, 
or rather as Cromwell, who governed all the reft, 
would have k. 

H 

* Thcfc votes vnee, ** Firft, That the Kinj» fliottW come toi 
London. Secondly, That i>:e militia of London fiiould beau- 
thorifed to raife forces for th.^ defence of che dry. lliirdly, 
Tliar power be given to tlie fame miliua to cbufe a ifcnerat. 
Fourthly, That the eleven member^ impeached hy the army, 
ihould rcfnmc their feats in parliamcntt'' 
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y The citizensy armed with th^ife powerB, proceeded 

f to raife forces under the comipand of Waller, Mafley, 
. " and Fointz ; but they were very much difcouraged in, 
f' their proceedings^ by the news of the general rendez- 
l vdus of' the army on HonHow-heath, where the two 
fpeakers appeared with their maces, and fuch mem- 
bers as accompanied them^ viz. the Earh of Northum- 
berland, Salifbury, atid.Kent, the Lord Grey of 
Werke, the Lord Howard, the Lord Whaftpn, the E^rl 
of Mul grave, and the Lord Say, and fix Lords more, 
with the Earl of Manchefter, their fpeaker ; and about 
a hundred members 9f the houfe of conunons, with 
their fpeaker, Mr LenthaH. Befides^ the borough 
of Southwark was generally for the army, which was 
. n0W marching towards London, to reftore the mem- 
bers who fled to them, to their places and authori- 
ties. Part of the army feized upon the block houfe 
at Gravefend,* apd blocked up the city by water to- 
wards the eaft, and the gejieral ^tih the reft of the 
army towards the weft. Upon this, the aldermen and 
common- council of the city deferted their three gene- 
rals, and fent to Fairfax for a pacification ; which he 
grantled them upon thefe conditions. ** Firft, that 
they (hould defert the parliament then fittings and the 
eleveil members. Secondly, that they (hould reca! 
their late declaration. Thirdly, That they.fhould rc» 
linqiiifh their prefent militia Fourthly, that they 
(h»uld deliver up to the general all their forts, and tjie 
Towet of London Fifuily that they '1 ould difband , 
all the forces they had lately raifed, and do all things ^ 
elfe, which were neceffary for the public trancjuiHity," 
The next day, Cromwell marched to Weftminfter, 
and placed guards in the court, in the hall, and even 
at the doors of the two houfea: and a little after. Ge- 
neral Fairfax conduced the feveral members who had 
Hed to th^ army, to their feats in parliament ; where 
thc^ annull<id all the ads and orders^ which had paffed | 
fince the 26th of July. Two days after, the army 
marched/ a^ it were, ia triumph through the city, 
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the General leading the avant-guard, Majorrgcncrat 
Skippon the main body, and Cromwell therear-guattl; 
Ind all the foldiers having laurel branches tn their hats. 
After this pompous march, the army was diilributed 
into quarters, in Kent, Surrey, and Efleic y and thus 
they furrounded the city. 

But the city being fubdued, atid the parliament and 
army feemingly united, there arofc dtnerences in the 
array itfelf. The agitators, whofe rife we fhall men- 
tion elfewhere, were no longer inclined to an agree- 
ment with th« King, and declared their d^content at 
the intimacy kept up by Cromwell and Ir^ton with hiil 
Majefty'B*agents. The doors of thcfe commandcr;5, 
they faid, were open to the royalifts, and (hiU to their 
own foldiers. Cromwell was very uneafy at thefe dif- 
courfes, and informed the King's pdrty df them, fpeak- 
ing thus to Afhburnham and Berkeley : ** Ul am air* 
honeft man, I have faM enough of the sincerity of my 
intentions ; and, If I am not, nothing fs enoqgh s 
therefore I conjnrc you, *a8 you tender the King's fer- 
irice, not to come (o frequently to my quarters, but to 
fend your bufinefs in private; the fufpicion of mc 
being grown fo great, that I am sifraid to be in them 
mjMV' Thus the agitators, who were fct up at flril: 
I fey Cromwell, to oppofe the parKan&ent't dcfign of dif- 
banding, began now to be very troublefome to him^ 
and at lad obliged him to abandon the King's mtereU^ 
* in order to make his peace with them. . 
fc For the parliament having addreffcd themfcfvca again 

to the King, Cromwell found means to prevent hi^ 
) treating wuh them, and got it infinuatedy ** that if 
; the King v^ould a&nt to their propofals, lower than 
ihofe of ihfi parliamtnt, the army would fettle him 
I again en his throne." His Majefty, upon this, in- 
I ftead of liftening to the parliament, defired a perfonalt 
[ treaty on the propofals of the army. With this the 
I officers were well pleafed ; and Cromwell and Ireton,. 
[ with oth^s of their party, preffed his Majcfty's defirc« 
I io the houfe with great earneftnefe* But fo far vse 
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they from fucceediiig, that they met with a vigorous 
oppofition^ and loft moft of their friends in the par- 
liament, where they were now looked upon as betray- 
ers of th« caufe. The army likewife* which then lay , 
about Putney, were no lefs diflatisfi<:d with their pro- 
ceedings ; fo that the agitators complained openly in 
council, both o£ the King and the malignants^ about 
declaring, " that, fince the King had rejcAed their 
propofals, they were no farther engaged to him, but 
were now to confult their own fafety, ai^ the public 
good ; and having th« power devolved upon them by 
decifion of the fword, and being convinced that mo- 
narchy was inconfiilent with the good of the nation, 
they refolved to ufc their endeavours to reduce Eng- 
land to a commonwealth." They alfo defigned to have 
feized Afhburnham and Berkeley, the King's agents, 
•and to wreft the King out of the hands of the two 
traitors, as they called Cromwell and lreton« 

■ Cromwell was fo terrified with thefe things, that 
he thought It neceffary to brftig the army to a general 
rendezvous .; knowing that moft of the great officers 
were ftil] well aff^^ed to the King, and difliked thefe 
proceedings of t4ic agitators^ whofc power he hoped 
by that means to fuppreft. The agitators, in the 
mean time, endeavoured to prevent the rendezvous, and 
to get the King into their own hands. But Cromwell 
was too Hard for them ail: for finding how matters 
were like to go, he acquainted the King with his dan- 
ger, and affuring hrm of his real fervlce, advifed him 
to efcape where he might be more fecure. His Ma- 
jefty took the General's council *, and leaving Hamp- 
ton court, wberc he then refided, made away for the 

* Mihon endeavours to vindicate Cromwell from being the ad- 
vifcr of this flight. ** I admjlre thofc cavaliers, fays he, who 
'never flick to affirm fo often, that Charles was one of the moft 
prudent perfon* living, and yet that the fame man was hardly 
«v(r at his own difpofal : that, whether with his enemy or his 
friend, in the court or in the camp, he was almofl always in the 
4>owa- of aaoUier; now of bis wtfci then ofibe biihopsi nawoi 
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^flc of Wight, accompanied by Berkeley, Aftibwi^ 
iiai^, and (ome others* They were well received Uy 
Colonel Hammond, the governor, who met the King 
M Titchfield, and conducted him {prjewards in his 
own perfoo. <7romweH fipon r,eceived letters of the 
iKings arrival, which h^'Conln^]nfcated to the parlia- 
ment, and thereby cemov^^^heconftcrnatioo they were 
ibefore in on account of hJa e{cape. And Lord Cla* 
-rendon remarks, that he made the relation of this 
^matter with fo unufual a g^ity, that all men conclud^- 
^d, jhis Majeflj was where Cromwell defired he (hould 

The.agitatprs now declared openly againft ttie King, 

^nd againft the .cpatinuancc. of the prcfcjit parliament ; 

requiring that^.iM^w pne might be ele6bd» by a more 

•equal dinri^utionQlf ^hecounties^ cities, and boroughs. 

.A great part of the army xrame over to tbein, who 

were diftinguiflied by the name of levellers : and.at the 

igeneral rendezvous, they that were of this party 

ifore every one a paper in his hat, with thefe words 

written Upon it, " The rights of England, and the 

confentrof the people/^ And though Cromwell, by 

kis»(rpgu)ar adc^efa and extraordinary courage,^ did for 

^the prerent.4jue!l thisJfpirit in the army; yet.fo.ap- 

iprehenfive was-he of the fecret remains ofit^ and the 

-consequences ^that might iience enfue, and fo weary 

.was he of treatHig .with the King to no purpofe, that 

Jie foon altered his. condu6^ to both parties, and re* . 

<coDcikd i^mfelf^to, the qnu \>J aVandooing the other. 

H 3 ■ 

the petrs, then of the foldiery ; and;la{l« of l>is enemies, that, 
for the mod fart, he foHowed the worfer counfels, and, ttimdft 
always, of the wprfer men. ChaHes U perfuaded; Charles is iih- 
pofed on ; Charlcf is deceived ; fear is imprc^d on hiiA ; vain 
- fiope is fet before him ! Charles is carried a«d fetched about as^if 
■he was the common prey of all, both friends and enemies ! But 
let them either blot thefe things out of their writings » or elie giVe 
over trumpeting up the fagacity ^f Charlci*'* btftnfio fuum 
poj^uH ABghum^ Mr feck's traifiUr^Ji. 
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To vindicate Cromwell, as much as poffiblc, in the 
affair of leaving the King, I (hall infert the fubllanee 
of what i» col1e£^e4 on this head, by the aBonymottd 
;»ithor of Croniweir» life. He tells ub from Ludlowt 
that Colonel Hammond and Mr Aflibur nham bait 
frequent eohferencca with the King, who made fucji 
promifes ,to Hammond, that he expreffed his earmfft . 
defire that the arniy might rcfume their jipwer, and 
rid thcmfelves of the agitators, whofe authority, he 
faid, he never Bked. To this end he fent ofte Mir 
Traughton, his thaplaln, to the army, to advife thena 
to make ufe of their late fuccefs againft the agi^atora ^ 
and foon after he preffed the King to fend fome of 
thofe who attended on hinfi, to the army, with letter* 
of compliment to Fairfax, and others of greater C0n- • 
fidcnce to Cromwell and Ireton. He alfo wrote to 
them himfelf; ^* coBJuring them. by their engagcnaents^ 
their honour and confeience, to come to a fpeecly a- 
greemcnt with the King, and not tia»cxpofe themfolves 
to the fantaftic giddineS of the agitators/' Sir JolN* 
Berkeley wa9 appointed by the King, in purfuance of 
Hammond's advice, to jg;o to the army ; who taking- 
with him Mr Henry Berkeley, his coufin, went over 
with a pafs firom the Governor of Cowes« Beii)g oit 
hk way t(5ward8 the army, he met Mr Traughton on 
Bis return between Bagfhot and Windfory \vho inform- 
ed him, that he had no good news to carry back to his 
Majefty,' the army having entered into new refolutiona 
concerning his perfon. He was not gone much lartheri^ 
before he was met by Comet Joyce, who toldhim^ 
«♦ that he was aftoniflied at his defign of going to the 
army, for it had been debated amongft the agitators, 
whether, in juftification of themfdve?, the King (hould 
be brought to a trial ;" of which opinion he declared 
himfelf to be. Sir John however refol ved to go to the 
army, and being arrived at Windfor, went to Genera! 
Fairfax's quarters, where the officers were affembled. 
Being admitted, he delivered his letters to the Gene- 
Tal, who receiving; Ui€iP| prdwcd him to withdraw. 
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Having watted about half an hpur, he was called in» 
when the generali with fotne feverity in his loaks, told 
kim^ that theywefe tke patlkment's arniy, and there- 
fore eotild' fay nothing to the -King's motion about 
peace» but ^ilft refer thdfe ina,tter9y and the King's^ 
letters, to their oonlideralioiT. Sir John then looked 
^pon Gremwelly Ireton, - and the reft of his acquaint 
tanee ; bcft they faluted him very coldly, and (hewing 
him Colonel Hammorid's' tetter to them, imiled with 
4ifdatn upon it. 

Finding himMf thus^difappeinted, Berkeley ftent to 
his lodging; where having flaid two hours without 
any company, he at laft ordered his fervant to go •ut, 
and fee if he could find uny df his acquaintance. The 
fervant going out, met with one who was a general 
dlGcer, who bid him tdl his mefter^ that he would meet 
him at fuch a place drt midnight. They being accord-^ 
ingly met, the officer acquainted Berkeley in general, 
that he had no good- news '€0 tell him ; and then pro- 
ceeding to particulate,' faid, <* Y<x^ know,^ that 1 and 
my friends engaged ©urfelves to you j that ^we were 
jealous for an agreenient, and if the reft were npt fo, 
^e were abufed : that fince ' the tumuhs in the army, 
we did miftruft Cromwell and ireton) whereof I in- 
formed you* 1 come to telhyou, that we -miftruft nei* 
Iher, and that we are relblved, notwithftanding^our 
engagement, to deftr<^ the^King and his pofterity ; 
to which purpofc ireton has made ijwo propolkions 
this afternoon ; pne, that you ^AoOld be &nt prifoner 
to London; the other, that none fhouid-fpeak with 
you upon pain of death ; and I da now |>axai(d my life 
by doing it. Th^ way defigned to fulu his Majefty^ 
19 to fend 800 of the moft difaffeded in the army 10 
&cure.htt pe^rfon, aild then to bring him to a trial; 
and I^are think no farther. 'This' will; be done in ten 
days ; and therefore, if the King can efcape,' let him 
do it as he loves his Mfe.^' 

Sir John being exceedingly troubled at ^his relation' 
^cd bid friend the vcafoa of this change, feeing t' 



<^a LIFE OF OLIVER CROMWELL- 

King had done all things in compliance with the arm^Tf 
and the officers were become luperior fincc the laft 
rendezvous. Whereupon jie gave him this account : 
** That though one of the mutineers was (hot • to 
■ deaths eleven more imprlfonedy and the reil in appear- 
ance over*awed ; yet they were fo farrfrom being fo in 
reality, that two-thirds of the urmy/had been fince 
.with Cromwell and^ Ireton, f o Jet them k^iow, that 
though they were fiire to pcriflivin theentei^rizcthey 
(hould leave nothing unattempted to bring the whole 
' army to their fenfe ; aiid if all failed, they would make 
.a d^vifion in the artny, and unite with any who would 
^aflift them in ^e deftrudion of their, oppofers. That 
Cromwell and Ireton reafoaed thus with themfelve^t 
*' If the- army divide, the gif^teft part will join with 
. the V preibyterians, and will moil probably prevail to 
our ruin $ Or v^ (hall )^ obliged in inch a Banner to 
apply ourfelves to the King,, as rather to beg than of- 
fer any affiftance : which if. the King fliaH give, and 
be fo fortunate as to prevail } tf he ihaU then pardon < 
us, it Will be all we can txpe6l,,and more than we can 
afiureourfiriveiof :" and thereupon concluded, that if 
they could not bring the array to iJieir fenfe, it was 
beft to comply with theoi, a diviiian i>eiug utterly def- 
tru&ive to both* f 

In purfuance thercfotie of this refoUition, Cromwell 
employed all (lis thoughts -and endeavours to make his 

feace with the party that was mod againft.the King, 
ie alfo feht comfortable meifages tp the prifoners he 
hadfeized at the late rendezvous, aifuring them, that 
nothing .(hould be done to their prejudice ; and by thefc 
and the likcL arts, he ptrfefted his reconciliation, with 
the levelling party. 

Sir John 'Berkeley retur^iing to his lodging, dif- 
patched his coufin to the Ifle of Wi^ht with two let- 
ters ; one to Colonel Hammond, giving a general ac- 
rcount, and doubtful judgment of a$air9 in the army s 

^« SiBe the next cbaptpr. 
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another in cyphers, with a particular relation of th^ 
conference be had with the fore^mentioncd officer, and 
a fupplication to his Majefty, to think of nothing hut 
hip inimediate efcape. The next roor«ing he fent Col. * 
Cook to Cromwci],^ to acquaint him that he had letters 
an<} iaftru&ions to him from the King: but Cromwell 
returned him anfwer by the meffenger, "-that htf durft 
not fee htm, it being yery dangerous to them both ;** 
affufing him, ** that he would ferve the Kiing a« long 
as he could do it without his own ruin ; but deiired, 
that It might not be cxpe&ed that he Should 'perifh for 
His fake." 

Thus we ka»e feen the -roottTes that prevailed on 
t»his famous general to abandon the King's intereft. 
And much the fame accoutit is given by Salmon et;, 
who will not at all be. ftifpeflcd of being partial to 
Cromweli : folhat ifhehithcrto a^ed lincerely in his 
defign tq, (erve. the King, as is moft prdbable, they who 
charge him with having contrived his ruin from the 
beginning of the civil wars, afcribe to him more ambi- 
tious, views than he really had. He was indeed ambi- 
tious cnou||h, and as good as any man at the art of 
diffimulatiop; but certainly nothing hinders, but a 
great diifembler may fometimes be in earned ; ahd his 
ambition might be gratified ^y the private treaty, that 
was fuppofed to be carried on between him and the 
King, by (Upirlating fuch honoars and advancements, 
for himfclf and family, as reftoring -the King to his 
throne anight reaibnably lay xlaim to. 

And here we cannot oaiit another account, that is 
given by fome, of Cromwell's falling ofFfrbm the King, 
and deferting his intereft. They tell us, there was a 
report, that Creonwell made a private article with the 
King, that if his Ms^eftyclofed with the army's pro- 
^pofals, he (hould be made Earl of ElTex, knight of the 
garter, and firft captain of the horfe-guards ^ and Iretoa 
was to be made lieutenant of Ireland. Other honours 
and employments were likewife ftipulated for Crom- 
iw^ll's family and friends, fiut the Kin^ was fo 42«tt-* 
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rio&s, tliat he would do notbmg; Without the advice of 
Yti Queen* who, not liking the propofaU he fent a let- 
ter to acquaint her, "that though he affented to the 
army^'^ propofatss yet if» by fo doing, he could procure 
f^eace, it would be eafi^r then to take ofF CroinwelU 
Iftan tiQw he was the head that governed the army." 
Crom^c;]), who had his fpie^^uptui every motion of the 
Kingy intercepted this letter* and thereupon refolved 
never to truft the King 'more. This is faid to have 
happened before the King kft Hampton- court : for* 
ilpi}fi this, they .tell us» Cromwell* fearing he could not 
manage his deigns, if the King was fo neaf the parlia* 
ment as Hampton court, gave him private information* 
that he was in no fafety there* by reafon of the hatred 
which the agitators bore hini ; and that iie would be 
more fecure in the lile of Wight. Hereupon the King, 
whilH the parliain<iit ami the Scot» eommiCSoniers were 
debating on hit anfwer to their propofitions* made hit 
efcape 89 before related. 

We leave the reader to judge of*^ this ftory as he 
thinks fit. Only thus much we may obferve* that Fa-i 
^er Orleans fays* it was believed ih France* that the 
King had deceived Cromwell ; though he makes this 
to be purely the^ effeA of CromweU's artifice. Aiwl 
the Lord Clarendon fpeaks of Cromwell's complaining 
that the Kipg could not be trufted* though he makea 
his whole carriage towards his Majefty to be nothing 
but hypocrify and diffimulation* in order to bring about 
his own defigns. ** A(hburnham and Berkeley, fays 
he, received many advert ifeaikuts (but a little while 
before the King's efcape) from fome ofBcers with whom 
he moft converlcd, and who would have been glad that 
the King might have been reftm'ed by the army, for 
the preferments which they expcAed might fall to their 
(hare; that. Cromwell and Ireton refolved never to truft 
the King, or do any thing towards his reftoration.** 
And a Tittle after he fays* " that Cromwell himfelf 
expoftulated with Kfr Afhburnham* and complained* 
4hat the King could uot be trufted* and vhat he had no 
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affe^ion or confidence in the army^ but was jealous of 
themy and of all the officerB ; that he had intrigued in, 
the parliament, and treaties >yith the prefbyterians of 
the city, to raife new troubles; that hevhad a treaty 
concluded with the Scots coWroiflion'erB, to eilgage the 
nation again in blood : and therefore he woii)4 not be 
anfwerable, if any thing fell out anaift, ^nd contrary 
to expedtation." 

Agreeable enough to this account is the relation 
given by the author of the memoirs of the Lord Brog- . 
hill, of a converfati^ that paiTed between the faid Lbrd* 
and Cromwell, whilft hs was in Ireland, iii 16^0. He^ 
informs us, that t%c^Lord Broghiil being in difcourfi^ 
with Cromwell and ijJton, fell upon the fubje6l of the^ 
King's death. Cromwell faid, that .if the King had- 
followed. his own mind, and had had trulty fervants a*' 
bout him, he had fooled them all: adding, ** we had- 
once an inclination t^ have come to terms with him^ 
bot fomcthing .that,happened drew us off from it.^' 
The Lord BroghrlTfeeing they were both in a good 
bumour, aflced them, why, if they were inclined to ' 
cjofe with him, the)r had not done it i Upon which 
Cromwell fraukly told him, ** The r^fon of our in- : 
clination to come to terms Swlth Uim^ wa«, we found' 
the Scots and preibyterianfr began tx> be more power- 
ful than we, and were ftrenuoufly endeavouring to ftrike 
up an agreement with the King, and leave us in the 
lufch ; wherefore we thought to prevent them by offer- 
ing more reafonable conditions. But wliile we were 
bmied with thefe thoughts,/ there pame a letter to us 
from one of our fpies, wha was of the King's bed- 
chamber, acquainting us, that our final doom was de- 
creed that day : what it was he could not tell, but a 
letter was gone to t>he Queen with the contents of it, 
which letter was fewed up in the &irts of a faddle, and 
the bearer of it would come with a faddle upon his 
head, about ten o'clock the following night, to the 
Blue-boar inn in Holborn, where he was to take horfe - 
for Dover. The ineffcnger knew nothing of the letter 
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in the faddlc, but fome one in Pover did. Wc were 
then at Windfor ; and immediately opon the receipt of 
the letter from our fpy, ireton and I rcfolved to take 
a trufty fellow with tis, and i^ troopers habits to go 
to the iun ; which accordiiigly we did, and fet our men 
at the gate of the inn to watch. Th^ gate was (hut, 
but the wicket waa open, and our men itaid to give us 
notice when any one came with a faddle upon his head» 
Ireton and I fat in. a box near the wicket^ and called 
for a can of beer, and then another, drinking in that 
difgUife till ten o'clock, when' our oentinel gave us no* 
tice that the iman with the faddle was a)me : upon 
which he iminediately rofe<; &ndj, when the man was 
leading out his horfe faddled we\\;me up to him with 
our fwords dr^wn,' and told him, we were to fearch 
all who went in and out there ; but a» he looked like 
ah honeft fellow, we would onl^r fearch his faddle ; 
which we did, and found the letterlwe looked for ; and. 
Opening it, read the contents ; in^ich.the King ac- 
quainted the Queen, that he was iu^ courted by both 
the fa6lioii8, the Scots prefbyterians, and the army ; 
that which of them bid faired for him (hould have him ; 
that he thought he could tlofe fooner with the Scots 
than the other. Upon .which we fpeeded to Windfor, 
and finding we. were. not likely to have any tolerable 
terms from the Kingi we immediately refolved to ruin 
him.'* 

For a conclufion, I fhall fet down what Dr Welwoqd, 
in his memoirs, obferves concerning this matter : * Ai 
every thing, fays he, did contribute to the fall of King 
Charles I. fo did every thing contribute to the rife of 
Cromwell, and as there was no deiign at firil againft 
the King's Jife, fo it is probable that Cromwell had 
no thoughts, for a long time, of ever arriving at what 
he afterwards was. It is known, he was once in treaty 
with the Kingi after the army had carried his Majeily 
from Holml y-iioufe, to have rettored him to the throve ; 
which prpbabiy he would have donei i£ the fecret had 
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Dot been like to Cak6 venty by the indifcretion of fome 
about the King ; which pufhed Cromwell on to prevent 
his own, by the ruin of the King/' 

However it was (for thefe thiings muft ftill remain 
nnder fome confiifion) it is certain, that a few days 
after the King's departure from Hampton-court, and 
after it was known he was In the lile of 'Wight, there 
was a meeting of the general ofEcers of the army at 
Wipdfor, where Cromwell ai?d Ireton were prefent, to 
confider what (hould now be 4one with the King : and 
it was, refolved, that he fh<>uld be* pro&cuted for his 
life as a criminal perfon. This refolution, however, 
was a great fccret, whereof the parliament had not the 
leatt notice or fufpici^n ; but was, as it had been, to 
be led on by decrees to wh^t it never defigned. 

It is very weu known, ,th"at, after this time, Crom- 
vrell was no morje a 'friend to the King. For when 
hio Majeity refufed to fign the four, famous bills, that 
wer^ fent him by the parliament, as preliminary to a 
treaty, there was nobody in the houfe that turned this 
refufal more to his difadvantage than Cromwell ; who 
decUred, ** that the King was a man of great under-' 
Handing ; but withal fo grekt a diifembler, and fo falfe 
a man, that he was not to be tru(Ud." , And to con- 
firm what he faid, he rchearfed fevcral jparticulars of 
the King's behaviour whilft be was in the army ; con- 
cluding, " that they might trouble themfelves no far- 
ther with fending prc>pofitions to the King, but entei* 
into thofe counfds that were neceffary towards the fet- 
tlcment of the kiugdom/* Which morion being fc- 
condcd by thofe of his party, produced that memorable 
vote, " that no more addreffes or applications (hould 
: made to the King, nor any meiFage received from 
lim, under the penalty of high treafon.'' And fome 
fvriters go fo far as to ^flert, thut Cromwell and ireton 
J rere fo bold in this debate, as to thrt^aten not only the 

^ tLing, but even the parliament, if thcv gave the army 

- ny farther grounds dF jealoofy ; aad that Cromwdi 
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at the «nitpf hi& fpeecti, clapped hi^ tiand upon hii 
fwordv . . 

But the fccond ^ivil war breaking out foon after, 
Cromwell ind the- army wtrt oi^Kgcd to remove from 
London, and the pre&yterkns- began a^airt to prevail 
in tdie bouffe; T^t vol>e of no addrelTis was repeal edy 
aad a |)erfonal treaty was refolved .on with the Kingt 
€ronrwelK* wrote to bi8'fi»iettd8 about ttltfe proceedings, 
but. to no ptirpofe ; which; madt bim ufe all expedition 
tovfimifh his bufinef^ rirtHe north, that be might return 
t»o the pSttHament^ and retrain the prefbytenatt party, 
^ut wbiie ^he itriez^ty vt^a^ on foot, the main army under 

, '* Cconlv^'f^l hud vnitxeato his friends^ ** that it woM befiach 
a perpetual ignominy to the f^arliament, that nobody abroad dr at 
homt woiil'd ever give credit to them, if they fliould recede from 
iheir fbrnfcir vote 'and detlifation of no more adctrefles- to the King ; 
tbttjurin^ |)hem to <bnWn<ie firm Sn that refolution/^ But the 
j^arltament bad made too <greui a Aep to ^o back A-om what they 
were now upon j. and ilnce-tlie'firft motion for a treaty, many.ab- 
icnt members referred to jme houfe, and promoted the defign ; fo 
tharth^y iWrte'ittucb'ifiore numerous than thofe who laboured to 
fcbiftVuft it; Xnd -fo, iiokwittfflfatttHngall oppofftion, it Was dc- 
ckrbd, (*'- That the votes of nmr sjddKfles (houid O^tid repealed ; 
tihftt'thQ treaty (bduld be ^t Newport ;^^ild that, his Majefty Aould 
be there w«th the fame ftieedom,.as when he was at Hampton-court t 
fhat the iViif^ruOions given to Clone! tiammbnd, for the more 
fi^i^ebt^flhinjgfbiA), (hould be recalled; and that all whom the 
King liad'tfBmedylihouldiMV&Iib^y^tfri rtppair td'him^ and reniain 
-^i}^ l^nfi u§KH(KiFbedt'^ • Jihffi- th^y nominated* fi<ve lords and tea 
pf |he iioufe of commons to be. their commiffioners to treat with 
/he'Kin^, aitd ordered them ro haften the treaty with all po^Tible 
tipicditidnf-: ftut Sir licnry Vknc bein^ olie pf them, tifed all his 
iPtis CO doliyity as hd had <d'one before >4'kli the parliament^ in 
hoj^es that Gromwetl wodU finiOrmattCFS in Scotland time enough 
f) ret^Hn, and. ufe more effe^lual means to obAruQ it, than he wm 
^urnifhed with. Civmwell was very well apprized of tho/e pro* 
K^dlfijji, whtctf made Him tliink, th^t his prefcrtcc at the parlia- 
ment WM (b nece(Biry to reftrain* the ptef&yterians, who ceafcd'not 
to .vex him at apy dirtantr,'that.be -would* not be prevailed with to 
t3fry and 6ni(h that ooly difficult wot4^ which remftitied, viz. the 
reducing of Pomfret caftlc [ but Ipivijn^ it tQ Lambert, coatimiccl 
lUs liiaith for liohdoa* 
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Fairfax prcfented their brgc reipooft^atice * to the 
parh'amcnt, ajvifinjg them to refua^c th^ affair of no 
addrefles, aod to fix a time for their own ;diflqlutipn, 
that a new reprefentative ipigbt b^ chofen. This put 
the houfe into great Qonfufton, efpeclally aa the Kmg, 
about the fame time, was removed from ColoqeJ H^mr 
mond, and copimittedto Colonel Ewer at Hurft-ca'llle. 
They voted that this adlion was without their coafeat, 
and fliould be enquired into ; and foroe refolute memr 
bors moved, " that the army, which was. now at Wind^ 
for, might be declared Irai tors, If they prefumed to 
marqh nearer London than they were at prefcnt ; and 
jthat an impeachment of high-trfifa^fpn ,might be drawn 
up againft the principal officers of it." Hereupon thp 
'^ncral marched diredlly to Londpn, and quartered at 
Whitehall, placing the pttier chief men in the great 
houfes thereabouts, in order to terrify the parliament. 
But the. commons, notwithftianding thi«^ carried it 
by a majority upon the ^utflLioti,. ^* that bis Myijctiy 3 
conceffions were a fufficient gropnd to prcceecl upon, 
for the fettlemcnt of the peace of the kingdom ;** and 
appointed a committee to treat with the geiieraj. Fair- 
fax, however, inftead of holding a conference, ordered 
-fomc regiments down to Weftminfter, who fet guards 
upon all the avenue* to the pari lament- houfe,. feiz^ 
one and forty of .the n^embers as they were, entering, 

• They defireJ, " that the parliament would lay «fideta1I fur* 
thci- proceedings in tbsi treaty, and return to their y^tc* of no ad- 
drefles : that the King might come no more to goTern-nient, bu^ 
be brought to juftice, as the capital caiife of all the evils in the 
•kingdom : that a day might be ikt for the prince and tlte Diilce of 
YorJc, to appear and anfw&r to Aich thin^ a$ might be laid to .tineiv 
charge ; and if they failed herein, they mightibe 4?olare^ uraitor-^ ; 
that an end might be put to th:s parliament, and new .reprefcivk. 
tives of the people ebofen, for the govcrnihg and prcferving ths 
whole body of the nation : that no Kkig might be bereufter ad« 
mitted, bvt upon eleAion of, and in trwft for thcpeopip," &:c. in 
conclu0on, they prcA thefe things, ** ai goud for this 4fni oih^x 
kingfloms, a(nd hope it will not be taken ilCbecgufe from an army, 
and^^fo fervants, when their m^ers are feivants, and truOce& ^or 
the. kingdom/' 
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and denied entrance to a hundred oiorc i whereupon 
the reft of the prclbyterians declining to come, the 
houfe was left in pofllf&on of about an hundred and 
fifty. ' And the night after this interruption, Cromwell 
arrived in town, and the next day took his place in 
parliament 

The army having thus purged the houfe from all 
they either knew or fufpe£ted to be enenaies to their 
defigns, Lieutcn n: colonel Axtel came in, and pre- 
fented to the remaining members the propofals of the 
army, fetting forth, " That they had for a long while 
fadlybehtid, and tafted in their proceedings, the mi- 
ferablc effeds of counfels divided and corrupted by 
faftion^ and perfonal intcreft ; and dtfiring, that aft 
faithful members would acquit themfdvea by a protcf^ 
tation of their not concurring in the late proceedings^ 
and would then fpeedily and vigoroufly proceed to take 
orders for the execution of jufticc' 

It is generally fuppofed that Cromwell, though ab- 
fent, influenced the late proceedings, and that it wa» 
by his advice and direftion that the remonftrance o£ 
the army was drawn up, and prefented to the houfe. 
'Tis certain that both he and Ireton could manage the 
genera], in whatever they pleafed. However Crom- 
well^ upon his arrival, declared, that ** he had not been 
acquainted with the defign of purging the houfe ; but 
that (ince it was done, he was very glad of it^ and 
would maintain it." 

The remnant of the houfe immediately renewed their 
votes of non-addrefTes, and annulled all thofe that in- 
troduced and fucceeded the treaty ; and particularly 
refolved, that the King*s anfwer to their propoiitions 
was not fatisfadlory. Soon after which a motion waft 
made, to proceed capitally againft the King ; when 
Cromwell ftood up and declared, '< that if any man 
moved this upon defign, he (hould think him the great* 
eft traitor in the world ; but'fincc providence and ne- 
cef&ty had caft them upon it> he would pray to God to 
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Ucis their counfels, though he was not prepared ^to 
give them adrice.** 

On t)ecember ij6th, a party of horfc was fent over 
to Huril^aftle, to bring the King to Windfor ; who 
lay at Farnham on the a 2d, and wa3 delivered up at 
Windfor-caftle the day following ; Colonel Harrifon 
commanded the guards about him. Soon after, the 
council of war was ordered, ** that nothing (hould be 
done upon the knee to the King ; that all ceremoniea 
of ft ate ufed to him (hould be left off, and his attendance 
ihould be with fewer perfons and at lefs charge.** Next 
^y the committee of the comnioBS, which had been 
appointed to draw up a charge againft the King, re- 
iM>rted an ordinance, ** for impeaching Charles Stuart 
Ring of England of high-treafon i and ibr trying him^ 
by commiffioners to be nominated in the faid ordinance ; 
which being agreed to by the commons, was on Janu- 
ary 2d carried up to the lords for their concurrence.. 
But upon their reje6ling it, the comhions paiTed thefe 
remarkable votes : ^* Firfty That the people, ai«, under 
God, the original of alljuft power. Secondly, That 
the commons of England^ being chofen by the peoplcr 
are the fupreme power of the nation. Thirdly, That 
whatever is enaded or dechired by them, has the forco 
of la'w,. without the confent of the houfe of peers." It 
1^8 on thefe votes that all their fubfequcnt proceedings 
were! founded* 

I (hall pafsover all the affair of the King's trial, a» 
a. matter commonly known ; but mud not omit what 
JBifhop Burnet relates, that commiffioners were fent 
from Scotland, to proteli againA* putting: the King to- 
death. They laid indeed a great load upon the King ;. 
but by 9f claufe in the covenant,- to which they had 
fworn, by the terms upon which Scotland had engaged^ 
in the war, and by the folemn declarations that they 
had fo ofteO'publifliedto the world, they were obliged, 
they faid, to be faithful in the prefervation of his Ma'- 
jefty's perfon. Cromwell undertook to antwer them, 
by (hewiogi <( that a breach of truft ia«a Kin^^ x>ught^ 
I 3 
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to%e punifhed more than any otiurr crime whatever; 
that they had fworn to the prcfcrvatibn Xbf the King'* 
perfon, only in dcfencfc of the trae religion : but t&t 
when the tru^ reJtgion was obftruded by the King, 
their oath was no farther obligatory : th^t.theeoveAa'At 
did bind them to bring all maiignantS) 'in6endiariesf 
and enemies to the caule, to condign puntfhihent ; and 
that thofe to whom pnblic juftice h^ad been done, as in 
the matter x)fMt)ntt-ofe, were in ct)mparifofk btrt fmal} 
offenders ; they a6ied by cothmiffibn from the Kingy 
who was jthetefere the prindpaly^aod ib the moft g«S- 
ty." Thus CromweH had manifelHy the better df 
them, upon their eiwn principles. 

Another attempt, in favour of the Knrg, Wi« miudk 
upon thie Lieutenant-general by his own finfman, C<A* 
John CromWei), who catne to town with credential let* 
ters from the ftates of Holland, Whereto was oddtd tf 
blank, with fignets both of the King jtnd th* Prince^ 
for Cromwell to fet doWn his own conditions^ if ht 
would now fave his life. The Colonel nfed a great 
deal of freedom, and even reproached him wanhly (ot 
turning the ICing^a enemy, after having prote^ed for 
much in his favour. But the general anlwered, " that 
it was not he, but the army,^ and that times were al-^ 
tered fince he had engaged for the King." And at 
laft, when h^ could no longer bear his confin's impor-^ 
tunity, he deiired he might have till night to confidef 
of it, and that the Colonel would wait at his inn tilt 
then. But about one in the morning, a mcflenget 
came, to inform the Colonel that he might go to bed f 
for the coubcil of officers had refolved that th-e King 
muft die. 

This refolution was accordingly executed ^ and K?n^ 
Charles, as Bi/hop Burnet obferves, «* died gre«^c^ 
than he had lived, ihewing, what has often been re* 
marked of the family of the Stuarts, that they borfc 
misfortunes better than profperity. He was a priTr>c6 
of great devotion and piety, remarkablcfor his tcm- 
pcraacc und chaftfty, bring aa utter tncmy to all dt- 



^: 



LIFi: OF OLIVER CROMWELL. loj 

bauchery* But hU reigfl) hotb in pe^ce and war, wa> 
a Ctifrtiiiual fei-les of erro»r8 ; -to that feis judgment could 
hardly b* godd. He V'as out <)f meafurc let upon fol- 
lowing his own tmmoor, but was unreafonably fteble 
t& tfcofe hetrtfftcd, efpeciaJly lli* Queen. Hk nolipa 
o'f regal power wHS carried too high, and €tery oppio- 
fition to it ht thought rcbcliiofl. * 

I'has^ fayn the anonymotis author before quotedf 
hav« wc gH3t over thi^ dark icene, i^ which oar L4eu« 
ti&nant'gcfyera) k eommoniy feppofcd to be chiefly con^ 
oerned. I^bI as it n not i( range he'fhoti Id, if tK«ft^f 
df the Xfftg^^t dealing d^c^itfuUy witb hkn be true ; (o 
it may more reafona&y be ctMicI^ded, that bis fonnn- 
l««r tretODy rather than he^ was the perfafe who chiefly 
ihftuenced in thtfe pr^oeedings. I kn^W Ir^ton is Tup-* 

EoA^'dall aloMg to hav^ a6t^tiyCro4kiwe)r«dir42dion8} 
at whether he did or not, thay, 1 thinly, ki many 
cafes be queiftioned* Ireton Was certafoly a zealous 
GDMm(in^eahlk'«-^n»aB> which party was a^way« i^tr(t 
to a^y treaty with the ^ing: and thotigh he, wit^ 
Crdmweli, was in futh a treaty, he never really kitend> 
ed to ddfe witli ibe K^ng ; but only to ky bis party 
a^eep, vrhiVSi they were contefting with tbe preroyte- 
rtaifi intereil in pailittMent : btit he fays no fucb thing 
of Cromwell) whom be &en>a all along to be angry 
with, fbrbis dtfign ^f makrog an agreetn^ni^t with t^t 
Kit}g, being hitbfelf mterly avei^e t<^ It, andfuppo^ng 
Cromweirs main end was to ^ratify his own anibitton; 
which is n6t unlikely ; and yet he migbt ba've beeti 
in earn^ft in tbe treaty, a«d 'alfo have deidgned the 
ptvblk: go^d. Cromwel) was certairily no coniaiion- 
wealth's^toam, thovi^ lie was forced to butiaour, and 
in many things 'tf^ua^l'ly to comply with tbe party: 
tfnd «8 tbt aigitatcM-s, and the^r ofi^prin^ tbe kvellerSy 
^bo Wert no other tban tbe c6mmonWeattb'«-Tnen in 
the airmy, and whom tt ii likely Cf*emw€Jl «t firft 
might make ^U of to bring about i^me erf bk d^li^, 
were the 'origittaJ contrivers and eliief a^ers i|i tbe 
King-8 death i to whatever hand Cromwell bad in h. 
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feems to be chiefly owing to their fury add defperate 
refolutionsy which made himapprehenfiveqf theg^at- 
eft danger, if he did not comply with their defigns i^ 
though, at the fame time^ the contradidlions that ap^-* 
peared in the King's condu6i, might the more eafily 
tfkcline him to /oin purpofes with them. 

In ihorty what with the danger that threatened his* 
perfon, if he had perfifted tp oppofe the defign of the 
levellers ; and what with the confideration of the 
King^s paft, mifgovernment, which had beea the ori- 
ginal caufe of au the evils the nation had (ufifered, and 
the fear of the like happenii\g for the future, if he 
ihould be reftpred ; he having difcovered himfelf to be 
of a very inconftant and wavering, not to fay equivo* 
eating, temper ; Cromwell was at length fo wrought 
upon, as to think it neeeifary, and (b lawfiil^ to take 
off, the King ;, in which, towards the laft, he feemed 
to be pretty adive, though always in fome doubt 
about it.^ We are expreily told, he at firft (hewed 
fome repugnance to fo black an undertaking, as my 
author calls itf and feemed to ihew an abhorence of it^ 
and not to furmount it,^ as he faid himfelf, but only 
becaufe he faw that the providence of God, and the 
neceffity of the times, had infpired the atmy to make 
fo terrible a facrifice ; but that that facrifice, after alV 
was the only one that could fave the iiate and religion* 
And i cannot here omit what Bifhop Burnet fays of 
this matter i he tells us, that Ireton was the perfon 
that drove on the King's trial and death, and that 
Cromwell was all the while in fome fufpence about it. 
** Ireton, fays he, had the principles and the temper' 
of a Caffius in him ; he ftuck at nothing that might 
have turned England to a commonwealth ; and he 
found out Cook and BradHiaw^ two bold, lawyers, aa 
proper inftruments for managing lU" And we are Jn- 
formed by others, that Ireton was < the perfon who 
wrought upon Fairfax, in managing the affair of the 
army's rcmonftrancei and purging the parliament* 
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To Gonclude» it is apparent in geng-a]> that the 
King's behaviour, during the whole courfe of his 
troubles » was enough to dedroy that confidence which 
might otherwife have been repofed in hini) and to a- 
iienate the hearts of thofe who were inclined to 
his intereft. Whatever conceflions he at any time 
made, through the neceflity of his affairs, upon the 
lead advantage appearing on his fide, he was ready 
to revoke them all. • And we find, by the letters to 
his Queen, that were taken at the battle of Nafcby, 
how httle regard he had for the parliament, and for 
the nights of the people, about which they were then 
contending. In one of them he declares "^is inten- 
tion to make peace with the Iri(h, and to ^ave 40,006 
of them over in England to profccute the vfzr here 5" 
and in another he complains, ** that he could dot pre- 
vail with his mongrel parliament at Oxford, to vote 
that the houfes at Weftminfter were not a lawful paV-^ 
llamcnt." So little thanks, as * one obferves, who 
was no enemy to his Majedy, had thofe noble lords 
and gentlemen, for expofing their lives and fortunes in 
defence of the King in adverfity. What then might 
they expeA, if he Siould prevail by conqueft ? In thofe 
fetters alfo, he tells the Queen, " that he would not 
make a peace with the rebels without her approbation^ 
flor go one jot from the paper (he fent him : that in 
the treaty at Oxbridge, he did not pofitively own the 
parliament ; it being otherwife to be condrued, though 
they were fo iimple as not to find it out : and ^hat it 
was recorded in the notes of the King's council, that 
lie did not acknowledge them a parliament/^ 

Concerning the defeat of this treaty at Uxbridge, 
Dr Wellwood gives us the following account. ** Many 
endeavours, fays he, were ufcd from time to time, to 
bring matters to an accommodation by way of treaty ; 
but Itill fome one unlucky accident or other rendered 
them abortive. At the treaty of Uxbrid^e> though 

♦ Coke. 
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the parliament's demands were high, and the Kins; 
fh^wed a more than ordinary averlion to comply wita 
them; yet the ill poiture of the King's affairs at that : 
time, and the fatal conlequences they feared would 
follow upon breaking off the treaty, obliged a great 
many of the King's friends, ajad more particularly that 
noble perfon the Earl'of Southampton, who had gone 
poR from Uxbridge to Oxford for that purpofe, to 
prefs the King again add ag^in upon their knees, to 
yield to the neceflity of the times ; and by giving hig 
affent to fome of the moff material propofitions that 
were fent him, to fettle a lading peace with his people. 
The King was at lail prevailed with to follow their 
counftl ; aod the next morning was appointed for fign- 
ing a warrant to his commifiioners to that effe£^. 
And fo furc were they of a happy end of all diffe- 
rences, that the King at fupper coroplaininr his wine 
was not good, one told him merrily, " he hoped that 
his Majeity would drink better before a week was over 
at Guildhall, with the Lord-mayor/' But (o it waa, 
- that when they came early the next morning to wait 
upon him with the warrant that had been agreed upon_ 
over- night, they found his Majefly had changed his 
refolutioo, and was become inflexible in thefe points.'* 

The unhappy occafion of this alteration has lain 
hitherto a fecret in hiftory, and might have continued 
fuch ftill, if a letter from, the Marquis of Montrofe in 
Scotland, whereof I have feen a copy under the Duke 
of Richmond's hand, did not give a fufiicient light into 
it; To make the matter better undcrftood, it is ne- 
ceffary to fay fomething of Montrofe aoi} his adioaa 
10 Scotland. 

This nobleman had been at firft very aAivc and 
zealous for the liberties of his country ; and was the 
firft man that patfed the river Tweed at the head of 
five hundred horfe, upon the Scots firft expedition into 
England : but being afterwards difobliged, or, at 
fome fay, repenting of his former error, he left that 
fide, and came in to the King at the breaking out of 
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tlie war between him and the parliament. When the 
Scots came into England the fecohd time to afliii the 
parliament, Montrofe applied hiipfclf to the King for 
a commiffion to levy war againft his rebel fuhjcAs, as 
they were called, of Scotland ; afluring his Majefty, 
that he was able, with the afiiftance of his friends, 
and concurrence of the reft of the royal party, to make 
at kaft a very confideraWe divcrfion, if not to reduce 
the whole country to his Majelty^s obedience. Ac- 
cordingly the Marquis was made governor of Scot- 
land ; where, in the'fpacc of five months, with a hand- 
fill of raw undifciplined men, and thofe not half arm- 
ed, he did over- run a great part of the country, and 
gain three*very confiderable battles ; the lad of which 
was that of Invcrlochy, fought the fecond of February 
1644, according to the Englifh, and 1645, according 
to the Scots account. In this battle the Earl of Ar- 
gylc was entirely defeated, and the prime -of the noble 
limily of the CampbeHs cot ofF,^ with inconfiderable 
lofs on Montrofe's fide ; who next day difpatched an 
exprefs to the King with the news of this and his twa 
former viftiwJes : and in his letter cxprefled his •* utter 
averfion to all treaties with his rebel parliament in 
England," as he calls them : tells the King, «* he is 
heartily forry to hear that his Majcfty had confented 
t50 treat ; and hopes- it is not true : advifes him not to. 
enter into terms with his rebellious fubje^s, as being 
a thing nn worthy of a King .• and affuries him that he 
himfelf was now fo much mafter of Scotland, that he 
doullted not but to *be able within a^ few months to* 
march into' England to his Majefty's affiHance, with a 
brave army/' And concludes with this odd expref- 
fion, ** when I have conquered from Dan to Beer- 
fheba, as I doubt rtot I fhall rery quickly, I hope I 
may then have leaved to fay, as David's General faid': 
to his matter, <Iome thou, left this country be called 
by my name.*' 

This letter, writ with fuch ah air of aCTurai^ce, and 
by a pcrfofi that- wa» thought capable to make jgood 
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his promiTes, and^ the matter contained in it fuitiDg; 
but too well with the King's inclination, was un*' 
luckily delivered to the King but a few hours before 
he was to have figned the warrant before- mentioned ; 
and had as ill cffedls as the worft of King Charles's 
enemies could have wiihcd : for it dafhed out in a mo* 
ment all the imprefiions his beft friends had been mak- 
ing upon him for a confiderable time, towards a full 
fcttlement with his people. 

It looked, fays my author, as if there was fome fe- 
cret fatality in this whole jnatter ; for it could hardly 
have been imagined, that a letter writ. the third of 
February, in the furtbermaft north corner of Britain^ 
(hould come fo foon to Oxford, confidering the length 
of the journey, the badnefs of the roads at that time 
of the year, especially through the mountainoas piart 
of Scotland, together with the parliament's and Scots 
armies and garrifons . that were polled all along the 
road : and yet certain it is,, it came through all thtfe ' 
dangers and inconveqiencies in very few days :. for it is 
indorfed upon the copy I have feen, that it was de- 
Hvered to the King during the treaty of Uxbridge j 
which every body knows began the 30th of January, 
and ended the 2 id ©f February. And further, it 
muft have been delivered before the 19th of February, 
becaufe Kiiig Charles takes norice of it in a letter to 
the Queen of that date, found among others at Na(e- 
by ; where he fays, ** though i kave news to others, 
yet I cannot but tell thee, that cyen now 1 have re-' 
ceived certain intelligence of a great defeat given by 
Montrofe to Argyle, who upon furprife totally routed 
thefe rebels, and killed 1500 upon the plac^." And 
It is remarkable that, m the fame letter to the Q'lcen, 
immediately after the mentioning Montrofe's vicJory, 
the King adds, that as for trufting the rebels, either 
by going to London, or difbandin^ my army before a 
peace, do no ways fear my hazarding fo cheaply or 
fooKfhly : for : -ettetm the interett thou hail in me at ^ 
ft far dearer rat^ -, aad pretend to have a little more 
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Iwit (at leaft by the fympathy that is betwixt us) thaa 

■tb put myfclf into the reverence of perfidious rebels." 

Which words being compared with Montrofe's kt- 

ter *9 it will be fouiid the one is a commcntry upon 

the other. 

Dr Welfwood concludes wiui this obfenratiofly 
** that, confidering the time when this letter of Mon* 
trofe was writ» the critical minute it was delivered, 
with the fad confequences that attended it ; it makes 
the axiom true, That oftentimes the fate of princes 
and ftatcs is chiefly owing to very minute and unfore« 
feen accidents." But may w;e not add from his owa 
relation, that King Charles's flu&uating and vain 
temper, which eafily received every Battering fmpref- 
fion, and could be trufted only in proportlion to 
the reftraint it was under^ was what in reality ruiqed 
his caufe, more than any fatality or accident that ap- 
peared ii^ this affair ? 

C H, A*F. VL-.. 

i]r9fmi)eWs rHanagement towards the parliament the 
army, and the parties he ' had to deal viith, tiil he 
affumed the fovertignty, 

A S there is nothing more eflential, in the chara6ler 
*^ of a prince, or a great minifter, than the art of 
governing parties, and reconciling different {nterefts, 
to as to make them concur in the advancement of his 
own defigns ; fo there is no art more difficult thas 
this to attain, or that requires more extraordinary 
qualifications in the perfon who attempts to pradife it. 
But never was there a greater mailer in this art thas 
Cromwell ; never was there a man who pradifed- it fo 
fuccefsfiilly, with fo little aififtance, and fo few ad- 
vantages. His whole public life was one continued 
• K , 

* ■ . 

* See tbis Utter i« the Apf en4is« 
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Inftaoce of bis. a^drcfs- and 'dexterity i 'Either in circum- 
irenttng and d^ftrefling' otkers^ ;or in evading and break-* 
ing the fniarcs that were laid for htmfclf. 

His firft care, from the beginning, • was to fecurc 
bimfelf a party in the hdufe of commons; which he 
^ffefted by his zeabfor' the public :good, and his vigi- 
lance in profcctiting all the meafures that were entered 
into by the paHiament* Hence^ it was that the Earls 
of'Effex and O^anchcfteri though the former was Ge- 
neral in chief, and the 'other CromwelFs fupcrior, 
•were not able taprejadicebim, after he;.had eftablifh- 
, «d his reputation by the viAory of Marfton-moor. 
.When the Scots chancellor * accufed him of being an 
tncendiai^t «nd a public eneii&y of his country, with a 

* T^ierchameeUbrV^eech asalntft him was in the following 
terms. 

«« Mr Maynard |an4 Mr ^hitelock, t cafi aflbre yoa of the 
great opinion, both m^ brethren and {tl£ have of ^onr worth and 
abilities 4 elfe we (honld not havt delired this meeting with you : 
• and fince it is his Ev^lleneyV pleafure^ that I fhould acquaint you 
with the matter upon-wbieh yonr eouofel is defired, I ihall obey 
his eommand, and bri&By recite the bafinefs to you. 

*f ^fovkiunM^Y wede, that Ucutenant-genenl Crdmwell is no 
Iricnd of ours ; and fmce the advance of our army into England, 
he has iifed'aii underhand and cuiibihg nieans to tak off from our 
honour, and merit of this kingdom, an evil requital of our 
hazards and fenrices ; bat fo it is, and we are neverthelefs fully 
iaat6|td cff the^edionsand'gcatitade of the. gude people pf the 
•tiaticn in general* 

'*♦ It is Jthought requlfke for trs, and for carrybgon thecaufe of 
Che twa-kingdoms,'th^t tins' obfte^e or remora be nmoved out of 
-the v«ay,j#hom wefomfte wiUfbe;no:fmaliim^edimeBt to «$ ia 
iheguide^deTign we ha?e undertaken. 

** He. not only is no friend to us, and the government of oiiT 
ehurch, but he U alfo no wcU-willer to his Excellen9y, whom yott 
and w^have ill cauft to love and honovr ; and if he be permitted 
to- go oii this wayv it may^ i fear, endanger the whole bufmcfs ; 
thenefore- we arttTtaadvifo of^ fomft couf ie to be taken for preveo*< 
tioQ of this mtfchief. , 

" You ken vary weele the accord betwixt the twa nations, and 
the union by the Solemn League and Covenant ; and if any be an 
incendiary between the twanations/how he is to be proccdedagainft. 
How the matter is, wh|r^ wc de^e yvnr opinions, what you 
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view to f emove him out ol Effex's way ;^Mr Whate- 
iock informed tl^at miniiler^ J^ that he looked upoki 
Cromwell to be a geRtleman of \|uick and fubtle parts, 
find who had a great intcreft in both houfes of parlta- ' 
menti and that it would be needful to colled fuch par- 
ticular paflages concerning himy. as might befuf&cient 
to prove him an incendiary, before they could cxped 
the parliament (hould proceed againCt him/' And 
though fome gentlemen prefent, and in particular Mr 
H0II19 and Sir Philip Stapleton« attempted to mentioit 
fuch particular paifages^ and* to maintaio that Crom«> 
we)} bad not fuch intereft in the parliament a$ was pre- 
tendedy yet the whole procefs came to n6thing, and 
the Lieutenant-general efcaped* 

While he. was thus put to it to fecure himfelf, who 

would have thought that he (hould have actufed an- 

, other, and even that very general to whom he was 

r lieutenant? Yet this was thje cafe between him and 

^ Manehefter^ whom he /charged * with betraying the 

parltamenti and fpeakiog diBfrefpedlfuIly of their caufe^ 

. K 2 

Ink the meaning. of the word incendkry to. be, and whether the. 
Lietitenant-gpneral be not fick an ~ incendiary:, as is meint thftr6-' 
^y ; and whUk w^y wud be beft totak to proceed a^ainil-him, if- 
he proved (ick an incendiary, that we may clepe his wingi fronx. 
- foaring to the prejudice of our caufe. 

♦* Now you may ken, that by our law in Scotland, we cferc. 
him an incendiary wha kindleth coals of contemion, and raiferh 
^ differences in the ftate, to the public damage;; and he is ianqinm- 
puhticus boftU patrix, Whctiier your law be the fame or not, you. 
ken bed, who are mickle learned there})!) and therefore we detire 
your judgments in thefe. points^** 

* About four months after the fight at Marfton-inoOrhtppened 
the fecond battle of Newbury, where Cromwell is faid to have, 
endangered the King's pcrfon, had not the Earl of Cleveland in-' 
terpofed, and bore on the purfuit. This battle was the occailo.n* 
of an irrtconcilahle breach between him and the Earl of Manchert'er. 
Cromwell accuied the £^l of cowardly betraying the parliament; 
for that he .might very eafily have defeated the King's army, w!ien' 
he drew off hi^ cannon, if he would havcfuff^red him with his ow«' 
brigade to have charged them in their retreat; but that the £ar][' 
«bAin?itelyoppofcd^l advice and in>pprtunity, giving no oihcr 
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And though the Earl recriminated^ atid affirmed that \ 
Cromwell had once faid to him, « My Lord, if f€iu. '1 
vrill ftick firm to honcft'mcn, you will find an army at I 
your command, that will give law to King afld par- ' 
liament ;" yet Cromwell had vifibly the advantage ia ' 1 
this conteft, and foon after fucceedcd Mancheiler ia 
his poft, who was laid afide by ^J® mafters. 

It is not to be thought that a man who had raifed 
himfelf in the army, could be in earneft about laying 
down his commiffion, when he appeared fo- vigorous 
about the felf-denying ordinance. B«| Cromwell was 
certain of carrying his own point in the hou'fe, provid?- 
ed he could get his fuperiors, and thofe wha were jea- 
lous of him, removed from the fervJG^. He ran little 
rifle therefore in proffering to lay down his- own com- 
miffion, while he moved that an ordinance might be 
prepared, ** to make it unlawful for any member of 
either houfe to hold any office in the army, or any 
place in the ftate.'* And when he hinted at the 
people's jealoufy, that while mcmberis of the parlia- 
ment were in chief commtand> they found too much, 
intereft in continuing the war to fuffer them to be ear- 
«eft in endeavonring to end it ; he gave a thorough 
blow to my Lord Manchefter, whom he had before 
accufed of labouring to protraA the prcfent confulion. 

Croniweirs fpeech in the hbufe, in favour, of. this- 
ordinance, was to the following purpofe; vit?. "That 
there were many things upon Avhich he never refleded' 
before ; yet,' upon reconlideration,- he could not but 
own that all was very true ; and till therp was a pcr- 

rcafon, than " That if he did overthrow the King's army, the 
King would airways have Another to keep up tfcc war i but if his 
army /hould be ovcrihrD\»n at that nicejiiu^ure, they (h6M be 
all rebels and traitors, And executed and forfcitccl by the law."" 
This laft exprcffion was heinoufly taken by the parlrament, as if 
4he Earl believed the law was againft iheun, after they had- fo often 
•declared, that the law was on their fide. The Earl acknowledged, 
tiiat he had in efft£l fa'^d, " That they would be treated as traitors 
if their army was defeated,'*' when he diflikcd the Lieuienant-genc- 
r<:rft advice^ in expo^ng the army to an nnftafonable hazard. 
Vide Life of Oliver Cromwell, pf I /• 
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fcft reformation, in thofe particulars recommended to 
tHem^ nothing tliey took in hiind >Voli]d profper : that' 
the parliament had done wifely in the becjinpirigof the 
wa;*, to engage many of their members in the mott 
dangerous parts of it,' that' the nation might fee they ^ 
defigned not to eVnbafk others in perils, .whilft them- 
felves fat fccgrfly oiit of gun-thot, but would march' 
with thein wliere the danger moft threatened ; artd 
thofe honourable perfons, who harf^thiis ckpofedthem- 
felycs, ha.d. merited fo muich' of their country, that' 
their' memories, would be hetd i'li' perpetual "VcnTeratibn :" 
and whatever fhould/be well dode after ^hem, woul4v 
be imputed to their example. Bui now God-/ hSd To 
bUffed their army, (hat thjerc had grown uf) .^th iti 
many excellent officers, who were 'fitter fdri mucH 
greater charges than they. n6w';^jnj6yed;^ therefore ffe; 
f deiired'thera not to be terrified 'with an ^imagination^- 

that they.fliould want able men to; fill the grcateft ya-; 
ciaiicy ; for befides' that it was not gojid to put fo much 
t truft in any arm of flefh, as to tliink.that fuch a cauf^ 
as this depended upon ^ny one. man, fo he-s^ffured thein, 
that they had officers in their ilrmy, who Wert fit to 
|. be gener?|ls in any entcrpriliB iii Chriftendom." He 

' added, ** He thought nothing Cu nceejTai'y as to vin- 

^ dicate the parliametit frOAi piartiaTity loWards their c 
f members; proffered to Idy down hts o^vfl coijimifl 

I in the arniy, and defircd, that an ordinance thrght be 

prepared, y to make it uiUawful Tor' a hy membcti^'of 
either ho'ufe to hold any office in the alrmyi' or any 
place in the ft ate ;'* aftd to conclud^^d ':<vlth'^n enJarge- 
;6ent upon the Yices a^d corruptions crept into the 
afmy, and freely; told them, ^* That till the' whole 

I army were new modelled, and bi^o'ught undef ftridler 
difcipliBe, they muft not expeA any remarkable fuc- 
cefs in any undertaking *^ ' In conclufi'on, a coititnitt^e 
was appointed to prepare an ordinance for tW ex^ciiT- 
lion of air membeirs from the fore- mentioned *tKifts: 
which took up much time, and was long deliated'; 
R-3- 
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but in tKc epd,paflVd>. and was called the felf-denyliig- 
ordiimnpe. .^ 

Cromtircir ^ctcnded> indeed, tvKcnlthe army was 
uew jxiodcllcd upon this motion, and all the old officers 
removed, to go among the reft dnd tate his leave t)f 
Sir Thorrias Fairfax the new gencrat, who was then at 
Windibr : but' how much .foeveir he might feem t6 be 
furpri{ed, there is no. room to queftidn but he knew of 
the conamittee's recommendation of him" to Sir Thomas, 
as the madpipper perfon for an e«terprife' then pro- 
jefted,, that of intcrrapting the cor rcfponde rice betweeit 
the Kmgand .5Hn<;e Rupert. This was only a pre- 
lude to what^foon followed, wh^snJiis perfonal fervice 
in the houfc^was difpenfed witli',' and his commiflioti 
•coBtjnued feom time to time, till he was continued' 
I^ieutenant-gewcrai of the horfe, with the fame fuS 
powers thjdtMaflchcfter had before enjoyedl 

But irlicnthe firft civil war w?8 over, Cromwell ha<f 
yet a more drfficulfe part to a^. ' CifTeniions broke out 
between the parliameT?t, which was chiefly pre/byte^- 
rians, and the army, which inclined to independency. 
• Thefe differences were heightened by the citizens of 
Loi^dpn, who addreffed the parliametrt againil the in- 
dependcmts, pnd complained particularly of the'army, 
' If here many", they fald, who were neither learned or 
•ordam^4» ^^^^ \\pqn them to preach and expound the 
Scripture. Cromwell, for a long time, had feenied to 
faybur prei&ytery ; L»ut having got many of h-is friends 
into power-, -and finding the army on his fide, he now 
efpoufed the. independent party. Hereupon the par- 
liament grewparticularly jealoufr of him, and were fot 
taking meafures to iifmifs him, and his partizans, 
from their military poils. Cromwell was no lefs jea- 
lous of them, and being aware of what they defigned, 
rdGolvjdto be even with them. Accordingly he took 
care to whifper fufpicions of the parliament, and make 
•a ftrong party for military power. 

Ludlow tells us, that as he was walking with him 
one morning in Sir Robert Cotton's garden, he in- 
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veighed biuerty a'gSiinft the: pari litntntv ^nd faid fatrifi^ 
liarly to iiim, .'^^ If thjr fiitHti' \fcte aiivici be wrouWltf 
fome of tbem' hear what they' 4'ef^i*ve ;*'' adtcffhg farther, ; 
*^ That it' \vtis iL ifiifersrble th1% tb fervc a parliamx^rit/ 
to whom Jet a ittaii be riever' fo faithful, if on^ P^ag-^ 
matical feTldw amongft- tfeettl rife* up and afp?rfe"hliiti, 
h^ fiiall never wipe it oit*f wh.erea^, when dire 'Iferves' 
under a general, he may do as mudl fefvicei* ati3- ytt 
be free frOfti afl^bhffife afldVriVy.'* , y " 

There was adualJy a defign on foot> to breat fbrtie' 

of the liidepeiidetit regirrieitjts; a:nd''fend' the others' to 

Ireland': of whicW Cromw^eH getting tiitieVy 'ifoticej hef 

andlre't6n got it iftfniuated tiiVoughr all thc'a:'r«iT, tfiti] 

the pari iaifte At intended tb',diffland\them without pay-' 

ing their arrears, '<Jr'€lie' to cbrtfume them in -Ireland" 

with ficknefs iand ftmin*.' This' To ex^fljer&tcd the fol- 

4ier8, that whenf the orders caine tor difbiindiiig; fome, 

and transporting others, they fefufed to comply vntk 

them. When the parliament heard this, ihey were 

fiightyofferfd^d, and threatenfng. cxpreffiony came frdtit 

lome .of the* metohCiers ; which occafiohcd' Crpmweff/ 

then in th^ houfe, to whifper LtKftpw, who {ia()d by, 

faying, " tFvefe meft will never leave, till theatmy pull 

them out by the ears." . " 

• A fjjirit of oppolition being thus ralfed fn'the army; 

they t)egan Rdx-l* pribfe'ffedly to cuttr jrito conipetitiori 

-vVith the parliament, ami tb claim a ihare with them id 

fettling the kingdom: and that they might be upon a 

rrearer level with tiiem', they made choice of ^ ttamhtt 

«ffuch officers as they apiproved, which was called the 

gciieraVs eouncti of officers, atid was to refemble the 

Kotife of peers ; Ahd three or four out of each i-cglmenti 

loftly corporals or feijeants,. were chofen by the com* 

on loldiefs, ahd'called agitators, who were to atifwer 

J the houfe of commons. Thefc two bodies met fe- 

arately, and examined all the afts aird orders of the 

arlfaraent t6 wards fettling the kingdom, and reform* 

'g, dividing or difbanding the army t and afteribnic 

-nfultations^ they unaitimoxHly det^ared, •* that ihtf 
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would not be dividcd^or' diftan,ded till tbcir full arrcaf d • 1: 
w^re paid, and till FulJ proyifipn was tn?i.de for llblerty 
of. confcicnce, Which Hitherto had been little fecurcd.'*' J 
'fhey added, " tKat\a8 they Had voluntarily taken up^ { 

arms for the litcrty and defence of^the nation, of which 
they were a part ; before, they laill down thofe arm8,t 
they, would fee ail thofc ends prbvided for'''' This , 

declaration was del^ivered at the tar of the houfe ot 
commonsi ty three or four perFons of thd arftiy's 
counciK : . ^ 

Soon- after this declaration, the' foldters drew up a; 
vindication of their proceedings, dire&ing it to their 
general; wherein they; compJainc4 of a defign todif-- 
band,. and new- model the army ;' which, they faid,",: 
« was a.plpt contrived by fome men, who had lately; 
tailed of fovereignty^ and being raifed above the prdi-' \ 
nary fphere of. feryant8,'v would faiii become matters,;. i 
and were degenerated into t yrants/* For which ' rea- I 
fon they declared^ " that they would neither be em- 
ployed. for. the fervice of Ireland, nor fuffer themfdves 
to bc.difl3anded, till their deiires were obtained,^ and*^: 
the fubjeds rights and liberties (liould-be vindicated;: 
and I'ecured/* This papers being jGgijed by 9iany in- • 
fierior officers, the pari iaipent declared them enemies of 
the ftatc, imprifoning fome of them who talked loud- 
eft: Whereupon they drew up another addrefs to the ' 
general, complaining. ** how difdainfully they wer6 
ufedby the parlian^ent, for whom they had ventured 
their lives', and fpilt their blood ; that the privileges 
due to them as foldiers, and as fubjedls, were takeii > 
from. them; and when they complained of the injuries • 
done to them, they were abufed, r beaten, and impri- - 
fohed.;*; 

This contrivance for keeping the ai*my together, - 
vnd fetting them up againfl the parliament, was a 
inafter- ftroke of Cromwell's. It not only faved him at 
prefent, but proved the foundation of all his future 

freatnefs. For the .army continued refolute in their 
efigo, and grew more haughty, ia their expreffions, > 
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till the difference feemed almoft irreconcileable. Fair- 
fax the general indeed was a prcftyterian ; but then 
Cromwell had fo much the afcendant over hina, as well 
as over the army, that he was prevailed with to write 
a letter to back the army's petitions *. Thefe pro- 
ceedings grievoufly tifoubJed the parliament; but re- 
folving ript to fubmit to thofe who lived on their pay, 
they declared, <* that whofoever fhould refufe, being 
commanded, to engage in the fcrviceof Ireland, fhould 
be difbandcd.*' The army, however, would not recede ' 

from their refolotions, and falling into direft mutiny, 
called for the arrears that were due to them, " which 
they knew where, and how to levy for themfelves." 
Nor would, they be pacified till the declaration againft 
them was etafcd out of the journaUbooks, and a month's 
pay fent to them. Nay, they ftill gave out, " that 
they knew how ^o make themfelves as confiderablc as 
the parliament, and where to have their fervice better 
€ftecmed and requited.'*. Which fo ftartled the parlia- 
ment,, that they fent a committee of both houfcs, to 
treat with a committee of p£Ecers,.upon the be£b ipeans 
for coippalwg thefe differences. . And tjius th^e jarmy, 
by a concdBon of the parliameiit's, feemed to be put 
upon a. level with it: which difpofed Fairfax to a 
greater concurrence wi^H the humour of the foldiers, 
as he £aw it fo.much complied with, andfubmitted to* 
Cromwell hitherto thought it neceffary to keep fair 
with the parliament ; and, through his choice knack 
at diilimulation, he would, feem highly difpjrafed with 
the infolcnce of the fbldiers/jand. inveighed bitterly a- 
gainft their prefumption in the houfe of commons, when 
any of th<?ir. addreff^s were prefented. He alfo pro- 
pofeJ, tliat the general might be fent down to the ar- 

^*. In tbii letter h« took Botfce of :f«vcral petitions, which were' ' 
prq;)a.red ior thc-jciiy of London^ aiul mher, places, againft the arrt^y j 

abiding, ** that it was locked upoji as Grange, ihat the officers of 1 

the ai'jfny might not be perniitted to petition, when & raany pcti- 1 

tfons weren'ccJved againft i hem ; an<l that he miich doubted, that i 

tl^^ariny might draw to i. jfciyikzvo\\?; and think of takiji^g Come ' ( 

-otiier courfe for ihcif own vilification J* I 
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tny ; who, he faid, would foon conjure down thi« mvH 
tinous fpirit. Himfelf, by thcfe means, was once or 
twice fent, to reduce them to order ; when, after ftay* 
ing two or three days, he returned again to the par- 
liament, with heavy complaints of tne- great licence 
that was got into the army ; declaring, •• that for his 
own part, he was rendered fo odious to them by the 
artifice of his enemies, that they .had dcfigned to kill 
him, if he had not timely efcaped out of their hands." 
But he was greatly fufpc6ted by fome, notwithftand- 
ing this, of having under-hand encouraged the army't 
proceedings ; and the moft a6iive officers and agitators 
wereTjelieved to be his own creatures, who would do 
nothing without his dhrcftions : fo that it was private- 
ly refolved by the chief members of the houft of com- 
mons, that when he came the next day to the houfe, . 
which he fcldom failed to do, they would fend him ta 
the Tower, 

This dcfign couM not be managed fo fecretly, but 
CromweH got intelligence^of it. The neisx day; when 
the houfe ,expe6ted every minute to fee him come in, 
they vere informed he was met out of town by bres^ 
of day, with only one fervant, pofting away to the ar- 
my. Here he ordered a rendezvous of fome regiments 
of horfe, and then difpatched a letter to the hobfe of 
comnfions, to acquaint them, ** that the jcaloufy the 
troops had conceived of him was much abated, and he 
had therefore been invited by the officers to his own 
regiment, in order to reclaim them by his advice ; in 
which view he made all poffibTe hafte to thfe army.*" 
, He alfo advifed a general rendezvous of the troops, 
and that General Fairfax might be fent down with all 
expedkion. 

It was during thrs quarrel between the'houfe of 
commons and the army, that Cromwell gave the world 
that fpeclmen of his dee'p artifice, which was related 
by Sir fjarbottlc Grimfton to Bifhop Burnet. In a 
meeting of offijrers it was propofed to purge the army 
better, in order to know whom they might depend on.' 
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Cromwell faid, " he was Aire of the array ; but tljcrc 
was another body, naming the houfe of commons, that 
wanted more to be purged, and the army could only 
do that.** This was reported to the houfe by Grim- 
fton, and witneffes attefted it at the bar. WhereupoA 
Cromwell, who was prefent, fell down upon his knees, 
and made a folemn prayer to God, atteiling his inno- 
cence, and great zeal for the fervice of the houfe. This 
he did with great vehebence, and many tears : after 
which he made a Ipng fpeech, juftifying himfelf, and 
' the reft of the officers, except a few, who feemcd in- 
clinable to return back to Egypt, as he phrafed it. 
And fo was the houfe wrought upon by thefe means, 
that what the witneffes faid was little believed ; aad 
Grimfton was of opinion, that had the motion been 
' made, both he and they would have b<^en fentto the 
i Tower. Cromwell, however, no fooner got out of the 
[ houfe, but he refolved not to truft himfelf there again;: 
[ fo haftening to the army, he in a few days brought 
them to towQ^ and did in effed purge the houfe of 
I many members, which enabled him to treat the reit juft 
^ aa he pleafed. 

[* There is another (tory of Mr Locke, in his memoirs 

i of Anthony Aftiley Cooper, the firft Earl of Shaftif- 

bury, which deferves to be here inferted. He tells us, 

^ that Sir Anthony Afhley Cooper (for he was not sl 

Lord till after the Reft oration) caHing upon^Mr Hollesi, 

in his way to the houfe, ' found him in a great heat a- 

,gainft Cromwelli faying, he.iyas refolved to bring him 

to punifhment. Cooper (h^wed hirn how dangerous 

,£ich an attempt might be, earneftly diffuaded him from 

it, asd told him it would be enough to fend him with 

. a command into Ireland ; which, as things ftood, be 

t would be. glad to accept. But this would not , fatisfy 

[ Holies, who, when he came to the houfe, brought the 

I matter to a debate, wherein it was moved, that Crom- 

I well, and thofe guilty with him, (hould be puniflicd. 

\ Cromwell being then in the houfe, imn^ediately Itole 

f out, took horfe; and hailenedVw^y to the army, which 
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wa6 at Trip] oc- heath, where he inform'ed them of what 
was now doing in the houfc by the prefbyterian party, 
and made fuch ufe of it, that the army united under 
him, who forthwith led them to London, giving out 
fuch menaces againil Holies and his party, that they 
were fain to abfent ' themfelves, whereby the indepen- 
dent party became the ftrongeft. Soon after meeting 
Sir Anthony Afhley Cooper, Cromwell faid unto him, 
•* I am beholden to you for your kindnefs to me ; for 
you, I hear, were for letting me 'go without punifh* ' 
ment ; but your friend, God be thanked, was not wife 
enough to take your advice." 

The feizing ofthc King at Holmby, thrqugh Crom- 
well's indigation, and the ufe that was made of him 
by the army againft the parliament, are, particulars 
that hitve been cljtcwherc mentioned. There is no 
queftion but Cromwell had herein a view to his own 
intercft, and to the keeping the parliament under; 
though I have made it very mamfeft, that his good in- 
tentions towards the King were real, provided he could 
^ have fecured hirafelf and the liberties of the people by 
a rcftoration, and had not his Majefty dealt unfairly 
with him. 1 fliall not repeat any of the intrigues on 
that fcorc ; but mull not omit any aftion of Cromwell, 
while they were on foot, that fh^ws more prefence of 
mind and pei'fonal courage, as well as deep penetration, 
than almoft ^ny other paffage that is to be met with 
in hlftory. . 

It wa$ the defign of the levellers, who were now a 

freat part of the army, not only to abolifh monarchy, 
ut alfo the houfe of peers, and to eftablifh .a pure 
democracy. They prefcntcd a writing to the general, 
arid after wai:ds to the parliament, declaring, 

1. *• That the people being unequally diftributed by 
counties, cities* and boroughs, for ele6^ion of their 
deputies in parliament, ought to be more indifferently 
proportioned according to the number of inhabitants. 

2. That the prefent parliament be di.ffolvcd by the 
laft day of September next. 
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5. That the people do of courfe chufe thcmfcWes a 
parliament once in every two years. 

4. That the power of this, and all other future re* 
.prefentattveSf is inferior only to thevrs who chofc them, 
and extendsy wkhout the cqnfent of any other perfon, 
to the caaAtng^ altering, andrepealing of laws ^ to the 
ereAing and aooliihing of offices and courts ; to the 
appointinffy remoTing, and calling to account, magif- 
Arates aodoflicert orall degrees ; to the making war 
and peace ; to the treating with foreign dates ; and 
generally to whatfoever is not referved by thofe repre- 
fcnted to thcmCelfes/' And here they declare, " That 
impreffiog or reftraining any to ferve in the war, 
18 againft frecdoffif and not allowed sto the reprefenta- 
tires. 

5. That in all lawt every perfon . be bound alike ; 
and^hat tenure, «ft ales, 4^rter, degree, birth or place, 
-do not confer aof escqptton from the ordinary courfe 
-of legal proceedings avhereunto others are fubjeded. 
And, 

6. That the laws iniift be equal and good^ and not 
^eftruftive to the fiifety and well being of the people.'* 

Thefe they declared to be their native rights, v^bich 
they were refolved to maintain, and not to depend, for 
the fettJement of their ,peace and freedom, ivpon him 
that intended their bondage (meaning the King) and 
brousht a icruel war upon them. 

This was ^hat Colonel Rainfborough, one of their 
leaders, aOifted by others, went about foliciting from 
one regiment to another ; Airring up the foldiers agaitill 
Fairfax, Cromwell, and the othir general officers, who 
were fufpeded of being for an ae»:ommodation. But 
Cromwell was refolved to endciVour the, fuppreffion of 
ithis licence, which he thought could be efftdled only 
by fome extraordinary aft of authority. Belcg accom- 
panied therefore with divers officers, he, with a wonr 
4erfiil brilkncfs, codp up, to owe ©f the regiments, which 
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wore the diflinguifhing marks *, and commanded tfiem 
to take them put bf their hits ; which they reftifing to 
do, he caufed feveral of them to be feized, and knock- 
« ed down two or three with his o#n hand ; and the o- 
thers hearts failing, they fabmitted tO/ him. He or- 
dered one of thofe whom he had fetzed to be (hot dead 
oa the plaae, and delivered the reft into the hands of 
the marfhal : then writing up aii account of what he 
had done to the parliament^ ihcj returned him the 
thanks of the houfe. 

He fupprefled them iii like manner fofse time after, 
when, upon abolifhing th^ council of agitatoriSy they 
were once more exafperated- There being a rcndczrous 
at'WarCi feveral regtmenta, anon? whom was Crom- 
well's own, in purfuance of a petition they had prc- 
fentcd Fairfax^ and in order to diftihguilh th^mfelves, 
•wore white in their bats, as tliey had done before. 
Cromwell having notice of the tl^gn, ordered two re- 
giments of horfe from diftant quarters, who knew no- 
thing of this combination, to appear there likewife. 
Beinj; all drawn up, Cromwell, with an angry and 
down look, walks round, and on a fudden commands 
one of thofe two regiments to encompafs a re^mcnt of 
foot. This being done accordingly, he called fotir men 
by their names out of the body, and with his own hands 
committed them to the mar(hal ; and immediately cal- 
ling a council of war, (whilft the reft of the confederates 
flunk their white colours tnlo their pockets, and trem- 
bled at the boldnefs of Cromwell ) tried and condemned 
them. Bu( they had the favour of cafting lots for their 
lives.; and the two wbofe lot tt ^as to die, were pre- 
fently (hot to death by the other two, in fight of the 
army. , 

The commiffioners of the parliament being come 
back from the Ifle of W'gbt with the King's anfwer, 

•'At a general rendezvous, they who were of this party, to 
diflio^iOi tbemfelves, appeared every one with a paper in his hat^ 
with thefe words written upon it, '' The rights of England, and 
ihf confent of the people.'* 
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' wbich imported, ** That b^ bad wfafed to pafs the 
four bills, I. For veiling the militia ifi the two houfes. 

2. For revoking all deciaratiofns again(l,tbe parliament. 

3. For vacating all titl<?8 of honour conferred fince his 
/ having the parliament. 4. Thitt the houfes fhouU ad- 
journ thcmfelves as they thought fit, or to makeacom- 

:'f pofure in that way ; but had barely made a pcrfonal 
r ' treaty ;'* there followed a long debate in the houfe, 
H and many feverc and bitter fpeeches were made ^ainft 
I* the King* Ireton, according to fome, wa^ the firft 
that fpoke with warmth, and Crprnwell fccortded him ; 
and from the^ Kvn;2:*s refufing to fign the |biir a6ls, 
they inferred, ** That he had fufScicntly declared him- 
feif for arbitrary government :** and alledging, ** That 
j, he was no longer the protedkor, but .the tyrant of his 
■ people ; and confequently, that they were no longer 
[ his fubjedls j and that they ought to govern without 
r him ; that their long patience had availed nothing j 
|. and that it was expedlcd, from their zeal to their coun- 
j try, that tlney flxould take fuch rcfolutions as were 
■; worthy of an allembly with whom the nation had in- 
trufted their fafety." And as thofe two perfona were 
not only mertabers of the houfe, but alfo chiefs in the 
* army ; after they had ilrft fpoken under the former 
chara6ier, they fpake again in the other,, to thiseffed:' 
** That they were Well perfuaded of the parliament's 
good intentions, and Wete aflurcd, that, without faffert 
ing themfelves to be amufed any longer, they wouF3i 
defend the nation by their own proper authority, ^and 
by th? courage of thofe valiant men that were enrolled 
under their banners, Avho, by their mouths, gave them 
afTiirances of their fidelity, which nothing could fliake. . 
Bnt have a care, faid they, that you do not give the 
army, who facrificc themfelves for the liberty of tl^e 
nation, any grounds to fufpedt you of betraying them ; 
and do not oblige them to look for their own fafety, 
and that of the nation, in their own ftrcngth, which 
they defire to owe to nothings but the fteadinefs and 
Vigour of your rcfolutions.'* This was that famous 
' L 2 , ' 
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debate before- mentioned^ in which Cromwell is fa id to 
have put hia hand to his fword. 

The parliament and army being united againft the 
King, upon his Maje(ly;« relufing to fign the four pre- 
liminary biHs, and Colonel Rain/borough appointed 
admiral of the fleets tumults and difcontents began to 
renew among the people. In the mean time Cromwell 
appointed a meeting of fcveral leading men of the pref- 
byterian and independent parties^ both members o£ 
parliament and miniflers^ in order to promote a recon- 
ciliation between the two interefls. He could not in* 
deed effe£l it, on account' of tbefe inveterate animofi-^ 
ties ; but the sittempt (hewed how indefatigable he al- 
ways was, and how fruitful in fchemes for the fervice- 
of the caufe. 

A like conference was held by his contrivance, be* 
tween t^e grandees of the houfe and army, of whom- 
himfclf was oncf and the comnwnwcalth's-men. The- 
f^iaiidces licre delivered tkcmfclves with fome uncer- 
ta'nty, as to the form of government they fhould pre- 
fer ; but the commonwealth's- men declared abfolutely^ 
aga>nil monarchy, and recommended the eftablifhment 
of an cqunl^ commonwealth. Cromwell, very artfully^ 
feemed unrcfoWcd at ]prefcntV but informed Ludlow 
afterwacda, that he was incHned to be of his opinion,. 
ss ' to the expediency of a popular government, and 
from that time feemed to clofe with the republicans.. 
But this was artifice only, in order to fecure himfelf, in 
thefe times of danger, under the (helter of that power- 
ful party : which Ludlow fufpedling, he freely told 
him, ** You know how to cajole and give us good 

. words, when you have occafiou to make ufe of us." 
Cromwell, however, though always fufpcdkd by one 

. fide or the other, and fomctimes by all parties togrrherj 
■yet (till prcferved his footing, cuher by making lilm- 
fclf neceffary to the public in general, or by falling in 
with the reigning fadlion, or by fetting up anotiitr 
fadion that might over-balance the former. * 
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One of his moft effe^al engines in thefe enthufiafti'? 
cal timeSy was his continual .pretenfions of humility and 
devotioDy afcribiflg the glory of his a£iions to the pro* 
tidcuce of God^ fmiJing on the juftiicc of the parlia- 
mint's caufe. Aad how little foeverfuch a behaviour 
would take at prefent, it was then the only way of be** . 
coming popular ; as popularity, cfpecially in the army, , 
was the only infallible way to power, fo that though 
hypocrify, in matters of religion, is undoubtedly very 
odious, yet as much may be here fa id to extenuate the 
crime of iC, as. in any other inftance 1 know. One may . 
even venture to fay, that if CromwelPs difEmulation be 
any diikdvantage to his chara6^er, we may, from the 
fame principle, condemn moil of the great men in all 
ages, who have conformed with popular prejudices to 
ferve the ends of ambition : for whether the poiut be 
religion or policy (if indeed there be any diffcrcDcc be» 
tween thefe two amon^ the great and mighty ones of 
the earth) the deception is juft the fanf^e, and the lawt 
of trutti are equally infringed. 

Soon after the death of the King, thecommpM vot- 
ed the houie of peers to ht ufelefs and dangerous % and 
an ad was accordingly paffed for abolifhina Jt, though 
Cromwell is faid to nave appeared in their behalf. And 
to' remove all that flood in the way. of their iatended 
commonwealth,, they refolsed: and. declared, '^Tha^ it 
had beeoi found by experience, that the oCElceof a King 
in this nation, was unneceflary, burthenfome, and dan- 
' gerous to the liberty,^ fafety,. and pubSc intcreft of the 
nation ; and therefbre it (hould Be utterly aboli^edi" 
Then the form, of government was declared to be sl 
commonwealth, ; and a council of date was appointed, 
confiiling of forty perfons,, whereof Cromweill was o|ie ^ 
to whom power was given, to command and fettle the 
militia of England and^Ireland, to order the fleet, and 
fet forth fuch a naval power, as they (hould think fit ; 
to appoint ma^azines^ and ftores for England and 4re« 
land, and to difpofe of them for the fervice of both na- 
tions, as they thought proper. And. they were tp fit 
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and execute thefc powers for the fpace of one wholei 
year. From this time all wfit9» formerly rtirtning in 
the King's name» were to be iffuedout in the ndmes of 
the keepers of the liberty of England. And a new 
oath or engagemehi was prepared, *< to be true and; 
faithful to the government ellablifhed without King or- 
houfe of peers ;'* all who rcfiifcd to take it,were declared: 
incapable of holding anyplace or ofBce in church or ftate. 
It was during the eziRencei of this commonwealth, in 
which Cron^wcll had the chief fway, that the Lord 
CapeKs pietition, which the lady delivered, was read in; 
the houfe« That nobleman was condemned for high- 
trcafon, together with Duke Hamilton, the Earls of" 
Holland and Norwich, and Sir John Owen^ Many.- 
Ipoke in, his fevour, and faid, that he had never deceiv- 
ed of betrayed them, but had always freely and refo* 
lately declared for the King : and Cromwell, who^ 
inew him very well, fpoke fo fnany things to his ho-? 
nour, and prcffeffed fo much refpca for him, that alt 
believed he was fafe, till he concluded, " That his af-. 
./eflion for the public fo out-weighed his private friend*- 
/hip, that h^ could not but tell him, that the queftion 
was novn. Whether they would preferve the nnoft bitter 
and moft implacable enemy they had t That he knew< 
well,, that the Lord Capel wouId^be the laft man in 
England, that would abandon the royal intereft ;, that 
he had great courage, induftry, and generofity 5 that 
he had many friends who would always adhere to him ; 
and that as long as he lived,^ what condition foever he 
was ip, he would be a thorn in their (ides.: and there-- 
fore, for the good of the conrMnonwealth, he fhould gitc 
his vote againft the petition.** By this fpeech he pre- 
vented the lenity of the hipufc,. which every one thought 
would have taken place* 

About this time fevefal things were declared by the 
parliament to be high-treafon, and among the rcft,^. 
•* for any fpldier of the army to contrive the death of 
their general, or lieutenant-general i of endeavour to 
raifc mutinies in the arihy/* The caUcnding of.thi$ ta. 
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the lieutenant-general by name» plainly, (hews wbat 
po^ver Cromwell had acquired under that title ; and 
there h good reafdn to^think, that this a6t was made 
purely fpr the feCunty of his perfon. 

The wars being all over, as well in Scotland, Ire- 
land, and the reft of the BritKh^ ifles, as in England 
itielf, Cromwell, who with the title of Lord-general^ 
was now poifefied of fupreme aathority, deiired a 
meeting with fei^iral members of parliament, and Tome 
of the principal officers, of the army., at the fpeakerrs 
houfe.. This was very foon aftjer the battle 0f Wbr<^' 
cefter. Whitelbck, who wa$ose of. the number, gives 
a remarkable account of the conference here held* 
Cromwell propofed, that fome method might be fixed 
Ob for fett Hog the liberties of the nation, b6th civif 
H^ fpiritual : And Upon Whitelock's offering, in the 
firft place, to confider whether an abfplote republic, 
or with any mixture of moT^archy, were to be prefer-* 
^ed $ Cromwell added, that Whitelock had hit upon, 
the right point. *• It is taj meaning, fays he, that. 
we (hould confider, whether a republic^ or a mixed 
monarchical government wi}] be beft to be fettled ; and 
if any thing monarchical, then in whom that power 
ftall be placed." Sir Thomas Widdringtdn, Lord*^ 
c^ief-juilice St John, Lentball the fpeaker, and White* 
lock, were all of them for monarchy ; becaufe any 
other form of government, they, faid, would make too 

freat an alteration in the proceedings^ of o^r law 
leetwood. vras in dOubt which to prefer:. iDefborough 
and Whilley, both noted republicans, were not for 
having any mixture of monarchial ^power. But a^ to 
a proper perfon, in Cafe fuch a power were admitted,^ 
no b<Kly was nominated but one^ of the late King*8 
fons. Whereupon Cromwell told theAi, ** that this 
would be a matter of more than, ordinary difficulty ; 
but ht really thought/ if it might be done with fiifety, 
and prefervation of our rights, that a fe^tlement.with 
^ fomething of monarchial power in it would be very 
cffeftual*." . ' ^-" 

* Seethe appendix. No. H. ^ 
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It appeared in general from the difcoitrfe t]iat paf* 
fedy that the foldrers were for a pure repviblicy the 
lawyerg for a iniiEed monarchy, and many for the Puke 
of Gloucefter to be made Kin?; but Cromwell ftilt 
put off that deba^ke to fome other points Henpe it 
teems evident, that having now entertained thoughta 
of fetting up for himfelff lii» only defign in this ^ron- 
ference, was jto difcover the ioclinations of the per- 
fona prefent,. that he ntight make a proper ufe thereof 
in profecutins the ends ef bw omm ambttion« which 
wa« much hei^tened by the fioiftHng ftroke that was 
given to hi» fiieoefikSf. in the Ute gferioiis viftory at 
Worcefter* 

He had already^ i«deed» a power little left than 
IbvereigQ.. His commtffion for Irelaad ezptriag, 
though the parliament did not renew it in the fame 
form, yet they" made \^m general and commander ia 
chief of ^1] the forces in that kingdom, by virtue o£ 
which c6mmiffion he appointed Fleetwood his deputy : 
in fliort, the wh<de mihtaury power was in his hands, 
and the civil adnuniftration almoft entirely un^er his 
influence ; but hts ambition afeended yet higher, and 
the Gonfufed ttate of the legiflature, while it appeared 
like a* body without a head^ gave him at le^ft a platt* 
fible excufe ibr pdhing on, and afluming that aiitho« 
rity to himfelf, which was vifiblv wanting. 

In a converbtion with Whiteiock alone, foon after 
the conference above-mentioned, he opened himfelf 
more fiilly than be had hitherto done *• He coski« 
plained that the officers of the army were pcliacd to 
fa&ions and inurmy rin|^8, and. fpread the fame fpirit 
among the private feldiers : that th^ memBers of the 
parliament were proud, ambitious, partial » covetous, 
aud^ many of them fcandalous in their lives : that it 
would be impoffihle to prevent the ruin of the nation, 
unlefs fome authority were fet up that might reftrain 

* Sec thil conference a)(b at large in the Appendix, No. III. as 
tttraded £rtm Whitdock's own accountt in m memoirs. 
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atfd keep things in better order. Whitelock confeiiifd 
the danger they were in from foch extravagances as 
thefe ; but faid, his Excellency had powel" ia reftrain 
the foldiers, which a$ he had bttherta dbrie, fo he* 
might do it ftill : and^ a^ to the members- <&f . p^rYh" ' 
menty though fomc of them were to blame» yet bet- 
ter things might be hoped fer the reft And upon 
Cromwdt's intimatiag that he could not hope for 
much good from them, Whiteloek infixed, that aa 
they had been acknowledged the ftiprcme power, and 
a>1] commifitons taken out in their name, it would now 
b(^ very difficult for thofe who aded under them to 
crub their authorityv 

The general finding he did not come to the pointy 
put this (hoft quelHon, " What if a man (hould take 
upon him to be King ? ' Whitelock faid,** He thought 
that the remedy would be worfe than the difcafc:" 
and gave this reafon as to Cromwell in partieolar, that 
as he had, already the full' Kingly power, the tkle , 
would only bring with it envy and danger equal to 
the pomp; Cromwell then argued on the * legality 
©fa King by eled^ion, 'and urged the ftatute of King 
Henry VII. whicfi makes it fafcr for the people to a6k 
under a King, let his title be what it will, than under 
any otlier power The legality Whitelock owned, 
but much doubted the expediency of it : and bdng 
afked, " What danger he appirdiended in taking this 
title !" he anfwcrcd, ** That it would entirely alter 
the ilate of the controverfy between them and their 

* We firrd Whiiclock, and the other members o^ the com- 
iriittce, in ihe conference fume years aiier, when the parltamcnt 
requcQcd Cromwell ro aflame the- title of King, making ufe of 
the very fame arg^i!n*enli that Cromwell himfeif here nfes, and 
the g-ncral giving much the fame anfwcrs againft h'smfelf as 
^V'hielock heregiv«s agsinft him. But WhiteWck and the reft 
had ci.en Iear:ted what was the real aim of this afpiring com- 
' nsander, and fo gave him an opportunity to fave appearances, by 
r^fiifi 'g t^at crown when offered him, wJi.ch he had before fo 
openly confcfled himfcjf dclirous of wearing. Sec ihstt conference 
in die Appendix. ♦ 
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adyerfarka : for as the difpute had hithicrto been^ 
whether the govern rtient ihould be in a monarchy, or 
in a free commonwealth.; the only queftidn then would 
be, whether Cromwell or Stuart (hould be monarch ;- 
and thus all who were for a commonwealth, being a 
v^ry confiderable party, finding their hopes fruilrated,. 
would be entirely againft the eftabli(hn>ent. 

Cromwell acknowledged the reafon of what the> 
commiffioner had faid, and demanded^ ^' what Qther 
expedient he could propound, that tnight obviate the 
prefent dangers and difficulties." But the other waved, 
giving an anfwer, until Cromwell had aflured him 
that no harm (hould come ©fit; then he ftt forth the 
hazard the general would run from his fecret enemie8> 
and even from the officers of the army, who would be 
ipMted up by many membeits of parliament and others: 
and upon the general thanking him for his care^ and 
encouraging him to proceed, he proppfed the bringing 
in of the Kang of Scots, meaning Charles the Second^ 
under {uch reftriAions as might fecure tl>e liberty of 
thejubjc6l, and with ample provifSrons for Cromwell' . 
himfelf, and all his friends. Which advice feemed not 
very -agreeable,; for though Cromwell owned the 
reafon of it, he put off the farther confideration of the 
affair, and went away with fbme difpleafure in hia 
countenance. After this, his carriage towards White- 
lock was more cold than formerly, and. he foon found 
out an occafiou, by an honourable employment*, to 
{(end him out of the nation . This behaviour, as well 
as another convcrfation he had with the f city divines, 
plainly indicated that the gene;ral's intentions, at this 
time^ were no lefs than to bring the croMrn upon his 
own head. 

• An embady to Sweden. 

f Harry -Nevili, who was then one of the council of (late, ufed 
to tell it as a (lory of his own knowledge, ** that Cromwell, upon' 
tkis great oceafioo, fent for fome of the chief city <iivines, as if he 
had made it a matter of copfcience to be determined by their ad- 
Vice. Among thcfe was the leading Mr Calamy, who very boldly 
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The concurrenoe of leading men not being to he 
procured, a cry was imnicdb'ately promoted in the 
'iM'my again ft th^ long parliameat» accompanied with 
warm declarations for right and juftice, and public 
liberty, which w^as (aid to be now wanting, while the 
members werci all kings^ and ordered things as th^y 
pleafed. If the . parliament would not. dinolve them- 
ielvea« it was (aid, and fu0er a new teprefentative.to 
be cho(eo, the army and people muft do. it for ^henl. 
And that no obftacle might be in the way of the in- 
tended government, means wer^ found to fet the young 
Duke of Gloucefter at liberty, who had been con&ned 
here ever lince the King's death, and fend him out of 
the Idngdom.. . 

While this damornr was kept up in the anny, and 
backed every day with petitions, addrefles, and re- 
monftrancrs, demanding the payment of tlieir arrears* 
and the difTolution of the parliament; fetme of the 
officers profefled againfi them, and one Major Streater 
was fo bold as to dedarey *^ that the general defigned 
to fet up for himfeff :" upon which Harrifoni a fifth 
monarchy man, faying he .believed the contrary, and 
that the general's aim wa« only to make way for the 
kingdom.of Jefus; the Major replied, ** Unlefs Jefus 
comes very fuddenly, he will come too late. 

About this jtime Cromwell fent a letter to the Cac- 
dinal de Retz in France; which the faid Cardinal 
thus relates in his memoirs : ^' It ^ remarkable that 
the fame night, as I was going home, (viz. after be 
had been to carry fome money he had borrowed for 
King Charles^ who was now at Paris) I met one Til- 

oppoft4 the proje£^ of CromweU^s ling!e government, and offered 
to prove it ioth unlaWfyi and impracticable. Cromwell anfwered 
readily up^on the firlt head of unlawful, and appealed to the fafety 
of the nation, being the fupreme law : But, fays he, pray Mr 
Calamy, why impraiflicable ? Cahmy replyed, Oh, it is againft 
the voice of the nation, there will be nine in ten againft you. 
' Very well, fays Cromwell, bqt what if I (hould difarrp the nine, 
and put the fword in the tench man's hand, would not that do 
tiie bufinefs r 
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tktjf an Engliftiman, whom Ihad formerly known at • 
Rome, who told me that Vere, a great ptrliamen.' 
tarian, and a favourite of Cromwell) was arrived at 
Parity aod had orders to dee me. I was a little per- 
plexed : however, I thought it would be improper to 
refife him an interview. He gave me a letter from 
Cromwell in thenature of credentials, importing, that 
the (entiments I hfid difcovered in the defence of pu- 
blic liberty, added to my reputation, had induced him 
to enter into the ftri^efl. friendfhip with me. It was a 
moil oivil eomplaifant letter, and 1 anfwered it with a 
great deal of refpe^ ; but in fuch a maaner as beeame 
a true Catholic and an honefk Firenckman.'* 

Daring thefe tranfadions abroad, a diffolutian was 
; moved for in the houfe itfelf, by fome of Cromwell's 
friends t but the only cffed it had» was to procure a 
vote for filling up the houfe, and to declare it high- 
treafon fir any one to propofe a change in the preknt 
go^erment. Hereupon Cromwell held a confuitation 
with fome officers and niembers whom he knew to be 
in his intereft^ to confider of fome expedient for carry- 
ing on the government, and putting an end to th« 
parliament. But at their fecond meeting, news beinor 
brought that the parlisCment were then litting, and i€ 
was hoped would diffolve themfelves, the conference 
waa broke off, and the members prefent left Cromwell, 
to go and iirengthen his intereil in the houfb : when, 
contrary to their expedation, they found a motion 
under debate, for\ continuing the prefent parliament 
above a year and a half longer.^ The news of this 
was carried to Cromwell, who went dire£tly to Weft- 
ninfter. 

Having brought with him^a party of foldiers, to the 
number of three hundred, he .placed fome of them at 
the doors, fome in the lobby, and others on the iiaira. 
Then entering the houfe, he told his friend St Johui 
** that he came lo do that which grieved him to the 
foul ; but there was a neceflity laid upon him therein, 
in order to the glory of Gpd, and the goo4 of th^ na» 
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lion.*' He then faf down for Tprac time, atid hf^rd 
the debates on the forementioned ad ; niaking.ap. of'tsB 
to put his delign in execution, but was 'difiuadtd fion> 
it by H^rrifo^* At laft, when the quellion f(ir palfif^g 
the ad wa&pnV he faid to.Hamfon, *« Thisjs, thtf 
txmcj I muft do it.'* And faftanding upon a fwldcii, 
he bade the fpcaker .kavc the chair^ and toM tb« 
houfe, " they h^d fat lojig; <;aough, i^nl eft they Jia4 
done more good.*' Then charging fcv^ral parrticul^rft 
with their private vices, he told tfiem in general, th^t 
they had ivot a. heart tp. do, any. thing for the |)^blie 
good, but only tin intention to .perpetuate them felvfcji 
in power." And when fomc of ihena began to- (peak,, 
he ftepped into the midlt of the houlCji and faid,, 
** Come, come^ I will p^t a^ rnd to your, prating;" 
Then, wdking up sind down the>houfe, he, cried- pi^tjr: 
*• You are no parliament, I fay you are no parliament , *' 
and (lamping with his feet, he bade them *' be gone, 
and give place to Konefter men.** Upon thi« fignai, 
the foldiers entered, jand he faid to one of them, ** ;al^e 
away the foors baubk,'* leaning the 'mace ; and 
H^rifofi taking the fpcaker -by* the arm, he. came 
down from the chair. After this addi-feffing himfclf 
to the members, the genera! lold lyTin,' '♦'thty^ had 
for(?ed him to dt> this :'* So feizitig dW ^11 their papers^?. 
he ordered th€ foldiers to clear the honfe of the'm'nii-^ 
bers ; and iwving caufed the ^oors to be locked- ^tii!)*,^ 
ke Returned ro Whitehall *. In the ifternoro^Jhe did' 
the fame thing by the cohuciI of (fate, \<^icre he was 
boldly oppofcd by fevjeant Bi'ad(haw. ' 

, M '•■•'-•"■ ••' •, '^"'-*- - -•■■ 

* WhitelOck has the following remark o»« tWs'tranfaiflion^ 
«* Thu^ it plesifcd God, that tliU *.ireix)bly, IjamouV ,ttH-i;v»ghoui 
- the world for its undertakings, adli^ns, and fucccirc?, huviiig'. 
.fubdwcd all their enemies, were thcrtiftlves ove/throvvn and niiiicd 
by their fervants ; sfnd thoTe whom tiU^ had raifeJ, uow 'puMld' 
down their maOers. An cximple. nfvcr Pp'rb^ifiifgottciry, and. / 
fcarce ro be paralleled ift ifny ftory I By which all |>^foot «wiy^l*e. 
inftru^d, how uncertain qiiJ fubjth to chancre a|) vforUiy atfidts 
arc; how apt to f^tll when we dihrk fJ:Ctt Ki^^lil/' ' * ^ *" 
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As he entered the council he fpoke Am to tliem ; 
♦* Gentlemen, if you are met here as private perfons, 
you (hall not be difturbed ; but if as a council of ftate^ 
this is no place for you: and fince you • cannot ^but 
know what was done at the houTe in the moxnaiing, (6 
tkk€ notice that the parthHncnt is diffolved." ^rjeant 
Bradfliaw boldly anfwered-; ** Sir, we have heard 
what you did at the boufe io the morning, and before 
many hours all :Eng1and will hear it : but^ Sir, you 
are miflaken, to think that the parliament is diffblvcd; 
for no power under heaven can diffolve them but them- 
felVes, therefore take you notice df that." Some 
others alfo fpoke lo the fame purpofe : but the -coun- 
cil finding themfelves to be uuder the fame force, they^ 
all quietly departed. - Kut noFthing could ftop' him in 
the executioD of his defign. 

CHAP.. VIL 

^ yietv 9/ Cromnuelfs civil gwernmenU from Hs dip- 
folving the Lang Parliament till bis deaths 

TITE are to conGder the governnijsnt of England^ 
^^ under tbe remnant of the long parliament, as a 
kind of anardiy* Many of the ableft members, either 
through compulfion or of choice, had no longqr feats 
i;i the houfe of commons : and thofe who remained, 
at leafl the majority of themy if we may judgje of what 
would be by what was, were dene^erating apace from 
thofe noble principles that had at firft diftinguifhed 
them ; and having tailed the fweets of power, were 
endeavouring ta eilabliih themfelves in the full and 
lafting pofle(fion of it^ to the utter exclufton of their 
fellow-fubjefts, who, upon the principles -now avowed, 
had an equal right to it with themfelves. What would 
this have been, but the erediingof a tyranny worfe than 
that they complained of, the tyranny of the many, in- 
ftetd of an arbitrary monarchy ? . .* 



t 
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While ^flFatrs w^re.thus running an, if th^rc was any 
meipbcr of the commonwealth who had fuificieni 
power to^ftop.the courfe of theJi^f ari4 turn the confti* 
^utioii, wbieh hadibeen thus djverjted, Tnto its^pld ani 
natural channel^ th^t , of monarchy, was it^ not hiji 
duty, was it not for the general good of the- natipa 
that he flioutd do this ? Oliver Crprnwell ,hadi fuch a 

i power; he law the necefEty of exerting, itjand, by^ 

ana£i;of. heroifm that is hardly to b^ paralleled, he 
Utidejrtoot and went through with the work in his owiv 
f p.^ri^nj'wliile his timerous friends diffuaded him. from 

tiie attempt, and looked on trembling for the event* 
It ended fuccefsfully both to himfelf and his fnends, 
as well as' to the iwition in general, whofe lavirs he 
maibtaioed, whofe honour he afferted, whofe reputa- 
t^ion.he raifed* moi>e thkn any fovereign had done fori 
long time beforci 

Gromwellts panegyrid addrefles' him thus on the 
diflplution of the parliament.. " That which you afted 
unfriendly agiinft the enemy, you have afked unfriend- 
ly tow^ds yowr friends. Not chat they yet attempted 
anything againft their country, but left they fhould 
go back from the government appointed with their 
country. They ftudied the aflPaIr of an ariftocracy, 
you of a democracy : they to a6: the nobles, you to 
cledl the fenatofs.: they to contrafk the compionweaUh 
to themfelves*. you to extend it to the people : they to . 
rule the public after their own will, you to dirc(5t , 
every thing by the common aflent. l^ot that they , 
^ad already offended, but leaft they (hould create a 
fufpicion of offence. You have confulted for their 
credit, you have preferved their honour j nor have 
you done them any injury, but only taken away the 
matter of envy. You have not .fo much reproached 
their counfels, as you have been ready* to fetch them 
back to better. You truly underftand the free nature, 
of the Englilh nation', which will not bear even the 
ifhadow of fervitude ; like that of the Romans, whieh,^ 
fven in their deliverer^ would ^ot endure, the. emgtyy 
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found of a hatiie favonrlngbf tyranny. The EngK/h 
fcoate iiifFer on this fide the hurt, what Collatinns did' 
tevQjid the injury". Let this then be granted to H- 
bevt^r, that, ift defending herfelf, ihe lyiay exceed the 
ffiean. * There Is nothing CVer-inuch faulty in the de- 
fence of liberty; Cromwell is. no ftiore to be blamed; 
foi; taking away the fenate, than Brutus fbr banifhing 
hi8 ftiend and^ompanioii Collatinus the conful. ' Ybu^' 
Crotnwel], who had ftood up an advocate for liberty, 
fiad |Defore conftituted a commonwealth r it was yoiir 
duty then to fuppo'rt what you h^d confHtuted. The 
common w'ealth defired to have yoU for her faithful and' 
teady guardian : for that truly ifhe hadgiven you arms. 
You therefore thus fet in a watch- tower, had bound' 
yourfelf to be vigilant. You perceived the people to< 
be moved ; to require the faith pKghted to them ; to, 
wifh that nothing'might be done lave what was agree- 
abfe to the conftitution. You faw the arthy, who had 
rnp.de themfelve's, after a certain manner, the fecurity 
and pledges of the.public faith,, to be out of patience.: 
You flew ; you made yourfelf wings of your weapons, 
that yqti might comply with the defires of the people. 
You neither appeared -at your own hntji nor adeA; 
by 'your own judgment ; nor changed any thing through 
ro;:r own feiVfe* You undertook^ ' you effe6ied all 
thip2;s at the defire of the people, who are the foun- 
tain *aud origin o£ empire. Nbr have you been fo 
much obedient to them, .as to that reafon and faithe 
which governs in* them. You have flood forth a de- 
fender of ,thc common right ; nor, fave only, to de-- 
fend k, would you have ev^r taken up thofe innoxious 
quiet arms, the pure pledges of your faith,, devoted to. 
the commonwealth, engaged to your country. • 

But if you have diffolved the fenate, you have em- 
j^lpycd the office of a cehfor: you have, brought^ in 
ihe Roman ihaglftrate to London. The cenfor re- 
moved the fenatots from their places at Rome ;: you,, 
cenfor- like, have eje6:ed;the fenators out of their feats 
at London. Yet' yo'a have retained die fenate, yo«. 
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have pyeferved the common dignity,; and not hurt the 
majefty of the office or degree in the perfons. That 
private authority, which was ready to fall, hath been 
taken away : that common authority, which fhould 
laft a ycai" 6nly, .hath been removed. Increafe, O 
Cromwell,, in judgment; increafe in prudence ;' in- 
creafe in faithful nefs ; increafe in integrity ! Brave 
before the commonwealth was freed ; renowned before 
it was conftituted : but glorious now it is changed,*' 
Vide the fccond panegyric, affirmed to be written by 
a certain Jefiiit, the rortugucfe ambafladbr's chaplain, 
but compofed as the editor (Mr Peck) titinks, by 
Milton^ I Ihall giye a new tran flat ion pf the great eft 
part of this piece in the appendix, having here tran- 
fcribed from that of the editor. 

It is mai\ifell from many inllances, that there are 
fuch crifes in governments, as w^ll as in arts and 
fciences, when a raafter 'genius inay exert itfelf, and, 
by deviating from the common rules, effed'that in a 
few bold and licentious ftrokes, which a regular pro- 
cefs-GouId never reach L 1 may venture' to add, that 
fuch a genius as this is fometlmes neceifary, and what 
alone can reftore the rnins of a decayed conftitution, 
and repair the devaftations of the unfkilful many. The 
diftatorftilp of Caefar, however obtained, was better 
for Rome than the times that preceded it, wh^n the 
emulation of her great men were a continnal fource of- 
contention : and the protedorfliip of Cromwell, though - 
not conferred in the mofl legal manper, was more glo- 
rious to England, than the reigns of her two preced«» 
ing monarchs, or any the ctonfuTed ufurpation of' her 
new-fangled commonwealth. If either, the Roman or 
the Briton had played the tyrant, it had been but as 
one in the room of many : but hillory has f reed .Caefa?:' 
from all imputations of this kind, .except in fuch cafes 
where his own. fecurity, and the temper ofAhetimes^ 
obliged him to it : and that Cromweirs feverity never 
"Went farther than this, is what even his eneiaica,. a« 
midit their inveftives, are oblijged to allow,- . 
Ms 
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f Cromwell had three aflcihblics during his whdic ad-, 

r miniflrations that met under the name q^ parliaments. 

I Confidering all circumflanccs, it could hardly be ex-' 

pcAcd that the firft of thcfe, b^/ore he knew the; 
temper of the nation, (hould be left to tli^ choi^ ot^ 
thofe very cleAors, whbfe repirefcntativ^a h^ had for-, 
cibly diiTolved. But It was foon manifcft, that this difib- 
liitipn waa very grateful aind acceiptiljlc to the naajority . 
of the people J for when he and his council of .raRccrs 
publiflied a declaration, fctting forth the. reafpns of: 
this arbitrary proceeding, it was anfwertd by addrefles^;, 
and congratuhtions from the fleet, the army, and t;he. 
corporations, • who acknowledged the juftice c|f the. 
aAion, andpromifed to ftai|d by.the prefent.govern-v. 
ment. And this very, affair gave rife to the praH ice « 
ofaddreflHig, w|]ich hath iince been fQ.comiiH[>n un4er . 
all our monarchs. 

The declaration was to the following etfcA : «<> That^. 
after God was pleafed marvclloufly to appear foif his ^ 
people,* in reducing Ireland ind Scotland to fo great a 
degree of peace, and England to perfcA quiet ; where-, 

^ by tbc parliament had opportunity to givic thp. people 
the h^rveft pf all thejr labour, blood and treafure^ sm(l-^ 
to fettle a due liberty in reference to civU and fpiritual 
things; whereunto they were obliged by their 4utyi. 
engagenaenfs, and thofe great ^and wonderful- things 
God hath wrought for them: they ootwithftanding 
xhade fo Htlle pro^refs therein, that it, was matter of :* 
much grief to the good peopjeof the land ; who there- 
upon applied themfelvcs to the arn(y, expeding re- 
drefs by their meaps ; who (though unwilling to- 
xnediJc with the civil.;.authority) agreed, that fucti, 
officers, as weje menob^s of parliament, fhould move . 
them to proceed vigorously in reforming what waa. 
amifs.in the comHnon\^ea]thi^and in fettling it upon a 
foundation of juftice.and righteoufnefa ; which being^ . 
done, it was hoped the parliament wopld have anfwer- 'I 
ed^tbclf expedlation^ But^findiog the contraryi, they ^. 
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rfnwednhttr defircs by aa hamble petition 19 Augjutt^ 
1652. Which produccd^ no.cpnfidcrabk effedi nor 
W&8 an^ fuch progrcfe made tWem, as might ijp'plf ? 
their real intentions tel accomplith what was petitioned-: 
for, but rather an averfenefs to the things thcmfelves,' 
with much bittef^neft and oppolitioKi to .the |leop|e of ^ 
God»: and his ffmt a^ing fn them ;- infomnch that the 
godly party in parliament were rendered of no farther 
life thao to countenance the end of a cprrupt p^rty,', 
for effefting thsk.defigns of perpetuating themfelves in; 
the fupreme go.terhnu;nt. For obviatrag thcfc iefvifs, 
the officers of the army, obtaiftigd fever aljnectings with' 
(bme of the parliamj^nt^'to confider virhat remedymight^ 
be applied to prevent the fame ihuti fuch endeavours . 
proving Jneffe6tual9 tt- became evident^ that this parlia- 
ment', through th^ corruption .of fome, the j^aloufy of 
others, and the non-attendance: of many,, would never 
iiafwer.4ho£p ends^ which God, ^nd iiis peoj^ile, and the 
whole nation exped^d from them ; but that this caufe^ ^ 
which God had {qt greatly bleflcfd, mud needs laneuifhf . 
under their hand;* and by degrees be]dft 5 and the Thrtsi 
fdberttes, and comforts of hu people be delivered int6 
their enemies hands. AH which being, fs^ly and Icri-. 
onifly confidered by the honeft people ofthe nation, aa 
Well as: by the army» it fecrmed a duty incumbent upon 
us, ^hohad feen fo ipuch of the po^er and prefenceot 
GodF, to confider (^ fome effcdual fpeaps, whereby 16 
eftabli(h righteoufnefs and peace in- thefe nations. And . 
"after muph debs^te^^it was judged neceffarv, thfit th<; 
fqpreme government (hould be by the parliament de-. 
tojved upoh, known pefCqns fearing Qof}, and of ap^ 
proved Integrity, for a time, as the moft hopeful way. 
to countenance all Gbd'i people, i'eform the law, and '^. 

idminiiter juftice impartially ; hoping thereby the \ 

people might fcjrget monarch^' andtmderftand theif*; | 
true inter eft in the eledion or (ucceffive parKa;i^nU^ . 
that fo the government might be fettled upon a right 
bafis, without hazard to this glorious caufe, or necef* 
fitating to keep up armie«.for thc^^defence of the fanv&c. 
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And being ftill refolved to.u£e all means pofllble to a-, 
void extraordinary courfes, we prevailed with about. 
tW:enty: members of parliament to give us a conference ^ 
with whom we plainly: debated the neceffity and jufticc 
of our prppofals ;: the which found no acceptance,, but 
inftead thereof it was offered, That the way was to 
continue ftill this parliament, as being that from whiciv 
wc might probably expedl all good things. This 
being vehemently iniiiled on, did much conHrm us in 
our apprehenAons^ that not any love to a reprefcntative^, 
but the making ufc whereof to recruit, and fo to per- 
petuate themfelves, was theft- aim in the aA they had. 
. then under confideration. For preventing the confum- 
mati^ng whereof, and all. the fad confequenccs, which 
upon the grounds aforeTaid muijb have enfued, and. 
whereby at one , blow the intereft olF all honeft men,, 
and of this glorious caufe,, had been endangerccl to be 
laid in the duS, and thefe nations embroiled in new. 
trouble^, at a time when our enemies abroad were 
watching all adVantiages againft, and fome of them ac-. 
tually engaged in war with us ; we have been necefli-. 
tated (though with much reludancy) to put an end to 
this parliament." Then they promifed, to put the 
government into the hands of perfons of approved fide- 
lity arid hopefty ; and at laft declared,) " That all 
magiflrates and officers whatfoeyer (hall proceed in their 
refpeAive places and offices, and obedience fhall be 
paid to them as fully as when the. parliament W/Oa. fit- 
ting.*' 

. This decIaratioQ was fubfcribed by the Lord-general,, 
and his council offofficers,^ Whitehall, Ajpril 22a, 1653*- 
Which council of officerSf and fome others, were foon 
after formed into a council of itate, which was compof— 
cd,of the thirty perfons following : Cromwell, Fleet- 
wood, Lambert, Lide, Harrifon, Defborough, Picker- 
ing, Wolleiley, Aftiley Cooper, Hope, Hewfon, Nor- 
ton, Montague, Benneti Stapelcy, Sydenham, Tom- 
IjBLfon^ Jones, Tichburni Strickland, Carcw, Howard,. 
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Brpughton, Lawrence, Holifter, Cburtncy^ Major, St 
Nicholas, Moycr, and Williams. , 

"Under this convention, chofen by fummons diredled 
tof particular perfons *, it appeared that fo far wad 
Cromwell from defignirrg to take away the freedom oF' 
parliaments, tljat in thcinfkrument of government then 
pafTed, which condjtuted him Lord-proteftbr, provifion 
waa^ma^ for carrying oa the ele<5lions in a more equi- 
table manner, and with hh poffibility of corruption 
and minifterial iiiffuence, than ever had been known* 
under the heft monarchs j- and this by confihiVig the* 
choice to the- countfesy cities, and great bordughs, ac- 
cording^ to theu* number of people, and their real intc- 
ref^ in the lands, wealth, and trade o£ the kingdom. 
He alfb un*ted the three kingdoms in one common in-' 
tcre(t,,by aUowing Scotland and'.lreland to fend'repre- 
fentatives to th^e parliament at Weft rainfter. All thig 
will appear Tn the inllVument itfelf, which was paffedT 
on the 1 2th of December, 1653', and confifted of fori y- 
two articles, the fubftance of which here follows. 

** That the fupreme tegiflative. authority be and re- 
fide in a fingle perfon, ,and the peopFe in parliament^ 
the fUle of which pcrfoai to be Lordrprote^Vor of the 

* The forip of this fnmmons wajs as follows t ** Forafmuch- 
- as, upon the diflolution.of thc.Iatc parliament, it becjme nfccflary^ 
that th€ peace, fafety, and good govertimeni ©f l^his commonwealth 
ihoald be provided lor J- and ioi. order tbcrepntb, divers per(bns: 
^ fearing God^ and of appirovedUidekty and honcfty^ are by^myrelfj^ 
with the advice of my council -ol" officeis, nominated, to whom 
the great charge and trufl of.fo weighty affairs is to be committed;^ 
aftd having^^ood affurance of your low to, and courage for God,, 
vid thc-mtcreft of this canfe, a«d of the 'good poople of this com- 
monwealth, I.Oiivcr Crumwell, captain'-gcncwl and Cooiitnander 
yi diieC of all the armies and forcej raifcd and to be raifed. within 
"" this common wealth, do hereby fummon and require you, beins 
one of the perfbns nomjjiated, perfonally to appear -at (he cAuncii- 
«bainber at.Wbifehall, within the city of Wieitmiiiftief; upon th^ 
fourth day of July ncxt^ enfuingthe.date hereof, cKen and th^e 
^ tp take upon you the faid trull,, anto whicii you arc hereby called, 
} and appointed to ferve as a member of the county of — *» — And 

* berqbf you are not to fa,il« Given updcr my hand this;,eighth day. 

i . of June, i^Sh' ^^ Cx.pMW£L|„. 

' /■ ' .... 
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eommon wealth of England, Scotland, rfn[4rIf<^l9Qd^ 
The executive power to be in the prote^or, with the 
advice of his council; the number wherepf not to qx- 
cced twenty-one, nor be left than thirteen. AW prq** 
ceedings to run in the name andilile oftbe X^j^dTpro*-.* 
tfclor ; and all honours, offices, and titles tobe djfciv.*' 
ed from him ; and that he may pardon all offences buV- 
treafon and murder. The militia in time.of parl}aipe<nt> 
to be in his and their hands ; but in the intervals only* 
in his and his councils. He and his cooncil ta ma||^6: 
w^r and peace with foreign prinpes. Not to .make/ 
new laws, or abrogate old ones,? witboyt. cpoTeiit oft 
parliament* A parli^mient to be fummoned^ to > meet at, 
Weftminftev, upon the third day of September, 1^54,! 
and afterwards every third: year, and, if ncedbtf, pfc^^ 
ner, which the prote6ipr (hill not diflblVe without con«> 
fent in parliament, till after five months. The parlia* 
ment to confift of fo\ir handred £ngl4(h». to be chofem 
according to the propofittons and numbers < hereafter, 
expreQed^ that is to fay, For the county of Bedford,; 
fix ; viz. for the town 0^ Bedford, onev for the fconn'*- 
ty of Bedford, five. For the county of Berks, feven J 
via. for the "borough of Abington, one ; for the bo* 
rough. ot Reading, one ; for the county of Berks, five, 
&c. . The members for Gomwall were in this inftru-- 
ijicnt reduced to twelve ; thof< for Effex were enlargedr 
to fikteen ; and the city of London wad to chufe fix *. 
The members for Scotland were to be thirty, and the. 
fame number for Irel<tnd. The fummonlhg the parlia^ 
ihent to pais under the feal of the commonwealth to, 
the (heriffs ^ and if thei prote6lor omit or deny that, 
then the commiffioner of the feal to^be held under pain 
of treafon to iflue out fuch writs ; and iacafe of failure 
in him, the high-fharifTs. Such as are ele^^d, to b^ re- 
turned into the chancery by the chief nrrgiftrates ( fheriffs^. 
mayors, or bailifls) wkhin twentydays after the elediom 
If either the flieriif, mayor, or bailiff make a falfe return, . 

* %cc thU Vft at large m the Appendif , >No. IV. ev^iy one that 
rea4tit will be apt to wi(h that this part of. the mHr^Mnent of ^O:^ 
ternment bad been kjept in, force*. 
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or any w9y« procure an undue, eleAioUy tet him be 
fined twd thoufand pounds. Thofe who h^ve borne 
«rms againil the parliament to be incapable of being 
^eded, or giving their votefdr any me«iber8 to ferve 
in the ncitt parliatnent or in the three fucceeding tri- 
ennial parliaments ; and the IriHi rebels and papiftd to 
be for ever incapable. None to be eleded under the 
%ge of twenty- one years, nor unlefs he be a man of 
Mod <e#nvtrfation. Nbne to have votes in elcAions, , 
but fuch ae are worth 200I. Sixty to make a quorum. 
.3iH« prefcnted to the protefhir, if not aiTented to by 
him within -tweiity days, to pafs into laws notwlth- 
ftanding $ provided they contain nothnig contrary to 
this infirument. A competent revenue to be fettled 
for the maintatnaace of io»doo horfe and dragoons, 
and dQyOpb foot» in EngUnd, Scotland, and Irelanc^ . 
and for a convenient number of (hips ^6 guard the' 
jeas ; and Upon abating any of the forces by land or 
lea, the monies to be brought to the exchequer toferve 
fudden occa^ons. The raifing of money for defraying 
the charge of the prefent extraordinary forces both at 
4and and fea, to be by copfent in parliament, and not 
t>therwife; fave' only that the proted^or, with the ad« 
▼ice^of hi» council, fhall have power, until the meeting 
of the firft parliament, to raife nroney for the purpofet 
aforeiaid, and alfoto make laws and ordinances for the 
peace and welfare of thefe nations ; which (hall be ia 
force, till the parliameht fhall take order concerning 
the fame. All forfeited lands unfold to belong to the 
prpteftor. The protedorate to be eleded, but the 
royal family to be excluded ; and no prote6tor after 
the prefent to be general o? the army. Oliver Crom* 
well to be the prelcnt proteftor. All the great officers 
of the commonwealth, fuch as chancellor, keeper of 
the feal, treafurer, admiral, governors of Ireland, Scot* 
land, &c. if they become void ia time of parliament, to 
be fuppli^d with their approbation, and io intervals of 
parliament with the approbation of the council. The 
Chrifli^it religion, as contained in the holy ScriptiireSj 
to be the puUic profoSon of thefe nations ; and tho^ 
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that adminifter it, to be maipJtaii>ed by the public, batt 
by f(pme way more convenient and lefs lial>h? to envy 
than tithes. None to be compciled to confent to the 
public profeflion by fine^ or any punilhraent whatever, 
but only by perfuafion and arguments. None that 
profefs ftith In Chrifl, however other wife tbey differ, 
to. be reftrained from, but to be proteded in the cxer- 
cife of their religion, fo they do not quarrel with and 
didurb others : this liberty, however, rtot to extend to 
popery or prelacy. All fales of parliament to 'ft and 
rood* Articles of peace to be kept. Tla ^prote^lors 
ucceffively, upon entering on their -charge, to fwear to 
procure by all means the peace* quiet, and welfare of 
the commonwealth; to obfervc thefe articles,, and to 
adminfter all things {to their power) according to the 
laws, flat utes, and cuftoms." ^ 

The protcAor having been inftalled and fworn, in a* 
very pompous and folenjn manner, proceeded to the* 
exercife of his authority ; which he ufed at home with 
great moderation and equity, but foeffe^SlualJy afferted 
It at all foreign courts, that he foon made the greateft 
figure in Europe, and received marks of refpe^ froni 
all the fovcreigns in Chriilendom, who trembled at his 
power, and courted his friendihip,^ at thefame tim&that 
they hated his perfoxu 

, The form of the oath was as follows : " Whereas 
the major 4jart of the laft parliament (judging that 
their fitting any longer, as then conIlitutcd> would not 
be for the good of the commonwealth) did diffolve tlie 
fame, and by a writing under their hands^ dated the 
12th day of this in ftant December, religned unto me 
their powers and authorities -, and whereis it was ne- 
ceflary thereupon, that fome fpeedy courfe (hould be 
taken for the fettlcment of thefe nations upon fuch a 
^afis and foundation, as, by the bleiling of God, might 
be lafting,' fecure property, and anfwer thofe ends of 
religion aad liberty, fo long contended for ; and upa^a 
full and muture confidcration had of ^e form of go- 
vernment hereunto annexed, being fatisfied ihat the 
fame, through divine affiftance, may anfwer the eod 
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aforementioned ; and having alfo been defired ^nd ad- 
vised, as well by feveral pcrfons of in^ereft and fidelity; 
in the commonwealth, as the officers of the army, toi 
take upon me the proteiftion and government of thefc 
natiocPB, in tHc manner cxpreffed in th%; faid form of 
government ; I have accepted thereof, and do hereby 
declare my acceptance accordinglj : and do promife, 
in the prcience of Gofd, that I will i^j|violate or in- 
fringe thjB matters s^nd things containco'^tfefrfiin $ but 
to my po^er obferve the fame, and caufc them to be 
obferv^ ; and ffaal in all other things, to the befit of 
my anderftanding, govern thefc nations according to 
the laws, ftatutes, and cuftoms, feeking then: peace, 
and cftufing juftice and law to be equally adminiftercd." 

After taking thisr oath, he fat down in the chair co- 
.^wncd ; and the commiffioners delivered up the great 
ieal to him, and the lord-mayor his fword and cap of 
fnaimena«ce ; which the Proteftor immediately re- 
turned to them again. The ceremosy^ being over, the 
foldiers with afhout cried out, ** God blefs the Lord- 
protedor of the commonwealth of England, Scotland, 
and Ireiand.*' And fo they went back to Whitehall, 
th€ lord- mayor covered, carrying the fword before hit 
- H'ghflffs. 

At the time appointed he fummoned his fecond par- 
liament, accordine to the tenor of the recited inftru- 
nvent : and the ja of September being his fortunate 
day, though it happened to be Sunday, he refolveTl t« 
open the leffion. This^he did with all the folemnity 
of our Kings, in the Painted* chamber at Whitehall. 
And the next day riding in ilate to Wedminfter, he 
there heard a fermon : after which, in a long and artful 
fpecch to the parliament, he took a view of the Hate 
of the nation, atid the advantages that had been pro- 
cured under the prefent government. Some of the 
paragraphs are as follows : 

ric told them " the danger i>f the levelling prin- 
ciples, and of the fifth- monarchy opinions, that the 
two pictcnfions; Jiberty of the fubjedl, and liberty of 
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,con(cIcnce» wcr.c jbrought in to patronize thofc eviU j 
^ay tliefe abominations fweUed to that height, that T ' 
the ax waa laid tp the r,oot of the miniftry ; and sit 
the extrenjiity was great hefoic^ fb that no man, though 
well appro veA might preach 9 if not ordained ; fo now, 
,on the pthertaiwj, ^hey will h^ve ordipation a nullity 
upon .the calling. 

I conceieve an my foul, faid he, that npiany of the 
/ifth^monajei^^pinion have good meanings, i ^nd I 
H^ope thid'parliament wijl pluck fome out of th.e firci 
and fa^vs others with fear: the danger pf that fpiri^ 
being not in the notion, bjut in its proceeding to a civjl 
tranfgreffion. 

Whilft thcfe things were in the midft of us, and th.e 
potion rent and torn from one end to the other ; fa- 
^mily ^gainft family, parent againfi child, ;|nd nothing 
in the nc^rts and minds of ji^en, but Overturn, over 
turn ; the cpmmon enemy ia the m^an time fleep- 
not ; fwarms of J^fuits conae over; and have their con- 
fiftorie? abroad, tp rule all the affairs of England, anc! 
the dependencies thereof: in the mea^ tinic vifibl^. 
endeavours were ufed to hinder the work in Ireland, to 
pbftrudl the work in Scotland ; correfpondencies ani. 
intelligencies were held to encourage the war ip thofe 
places. 

And withaU vre were deeply engaged in a war with 
Portugal, whereby, oun trade ceafed ; and not only fo, 
but a. war^ with Holland, which confumed our treafare, 
as much 98 t^e 9flefiment came to. At the fame time 
we fell ia%o a war with Francp, or rather we were in 
it : ^nd all this fpmented by the divifions amongft us ; 
which beg^t a confidence, that we could not hold out 
long ; and the calculation had not been ill, if the Lord 
had not been gracious tp us. Befides, ftrangers in- 
creafed in the manufafture, the great ^aple commodity 
of this nation. 

In fuch a heap of confufion was this poor nation ; 
^nd that it might not fink into a confufion from the 
premllTes, a remedy- muft be applied : ^ remedy hat^i 
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been applied, this goYernmeilt. A thing that is feen 
and read of all^ and which (let men fay what they will, 
1 can fpeak with comfort bcfor^ a greater than you 
all) as to my intention ; and let liien Judge out of the 
thing itfelf) for the intereft of the people alone, and 
for their gobd^ without refpeA had to any other in- 
tereft. 

I may^ with humblehefs towards God, and modefl^ 
before you, fay fomething in the behalf of it. 

It hath endeavoured to reform the laws, and for that 
end hath joined perfons (without reflexion upon any) 
of as great integrity and ability as any other, to con- 
fider how the laws might be mnde plain, fhort, and 
cafy i' which may in due time be tendered. 
^ It hath taken care to put into* feats of iuftice, men 
of the moft known integrity and ability. 

The chancery hath been reformed, and I h^pe to 
the }uft fattsfa6tion* of all good men. 

It hath put a ftop to that heady way, for every matt 
that will, to make himCelf a preacher, having endea- 
voured ta fettle a way fbr approbation of men of piety 
and fitnefs for th« work, andthe bufincfs conynittecf 
to perfons both of the prefbyterian and independent 
judgment ; inen of as known ability and integrity, ar 
any the nation hath. 

it hath taken care to expunge men unfit for that 
work, who have been the common fcorn and reproach' 
to that admiaiftration. ^ 

One thing more : it hath been inftrumental to call* 
a free parliament r bkfied be God, we fee here this 
day a free parliament ; and that it may continue fo, T 
hope, is in the heart of «vcry good man in England : 
for my own part, as I deiired it above my life, fo t(r 
keep it free, X ihall value it above my life. 

A peace is made with Sweden^ wherein an honour- 
a(ble perfon (meaning Whitelock) was inftrumentai ; 
it being of much importance to have a good under- 
ftanding with our protedatit neighbours. 
N 2 
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A peace is alfo made with the Daned» atid a peace 
there that i» honourable, and to the fatisfa6^ion of the 
merchants. 

The Sound is open to us, /rom whence^ as from a 
fountain, our naval provifions are fupplied. 

A peace is made with the Dutch, which is fo wdl 
• known in the confequences of it, and the great ac^- 
vantages of a good underfta&ding with proteftant 
ftates. V 

1 beg that it may be in your hearts to be zealous of 

the proteftant xntereft abroad^ which, if ever it be like 

-to come under a condition of fufiferiDg, it is now ; 

many being bani(hed« and driven to feck refuge ampog 

flrangers. 

A peace i« made with Portugal (thoueh it hung 

long) of great concernment to trade ; and the people 

that trade thither, have freedom to enjoy their don- 

fciences, without being fubjefted to the bloody inqui- 

' fition. 

A treaty with France iikewife is now depending. 

It may be neceflary, in the next place, for you ta 

hear a little of the fea-aSairs, aMtO take notice of 

the great expences of the forces and fleet ; and yef 

' 3o^ocx:)K is now abated of ^he next three months af- 

fcfiment. 

Thefe things which 1 haye before mentioned, are but 
entrances and doors of hope s you are brought to the 
edge of Canaan : imt if the bleiTing and prefence of 
God go along with you in the management of your 
affairs, I make no queflion but he will enable you ta 
lay the top-ftone of this work. 

But this is a maxim not to be defpifed : Though 
peace be made, yet it is intereft that keeps peace, and 
fartherthan that, peace is not to be truittfd. 

The great end of calling this parh'ament, is, that • 
the work of God may go on, that the (hip of this <:om- 
monwealth may be brought into a fafe harbour. 

I (hall put you in mind, that you have a great .work 
upon you } Ireland to look to, that the beginning of 
ibart government may be fettled in honour. 
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That you have before you, the cotifideration of thefc 
.foreign ftates, with whq^m pcaee is not made ; for, if 
they fee we manage not our affairs with prudence, as 
becomes men, will retain hopes that we may ftiM,i un-- 
der the difadvantages- thereof, breafc iqto 'confufion. 

I (hall conclude with my perfuafion to you, to havsf 
a fweet, gracious, and holy und^f Handing one of ano- 
ther ; and put you in mind of the counlel you heard 
this day in order thereunto. ^ 

And 1 defire you to believe^ that I fpeak not to^you- 
as ope that would be lord ov^ryou^ but as one that is 
refoflWd to be a fellow-fervaUt ^iUt you to the inteveft 
of this grtat affair." 

But this parliament, having thofen 'Lenthal for theii' 
fpeaker, M\ inhnediately upon the only point whtchr 
the ProteAor would have kept facred. They took tho 
iiftrumcnt of government into confidetatfon, and their 
firft debate Mras upon this queftion, Whether the fu- 
preme kgiflativc power of the nation, ihould be in si 
iingle perfon, and a parliament f Thefc de^'^tes con- 
tinued for feven oreight days, tiil he filenctKi them by 
afpeech, and a recognition oath im^fed on all, the 
members that entered the houfe. Beine rcftr.aincd 
therefore from diTputing the ProteAor's title, they fell 
Upon tht other articles of the inftrunient* They de- 
clared, ** That Oliver Cromwell (hould be protediror 
dftiring'li|e-| and limited the number of forces to be 
kept up in England, Scotlandy and Ireland, with pro- 
vifion fdr the payment of them* They agreed »upon 
the number of fhips that they lliought ncdeffary for 
the guard of the fcas ; and ordered 2Do,ooo4. a year 
for the Protedor'a own expence, the falaries of his 
cspuncil, the judges, foreign intelligence^ and the re- 
ception of ambafladors ; and that Whitehall, St James's^ » 
the Mew«) Somerfet-houfe, Greenwich^ Hampton-court^ > 
Windfor, and the manor of York, bekept^mfold for 
the Protettor's ufe; They alfo voted a claufc to be 
inf^-ted) to declare the rights of the people of Eng- 
land^ and particularly^ that no money .(bouid be ralkj 
N'3 
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upon the nation but by authority of parliament. And 
whereaS) by the inftrument of government » it waa pro- 
vided> that if the parh'ament were not fitting at the 
death of the prefent Prote^or, the council ihould chufe 
a fucccfibr ; they refolved> that nothing fhould be'de- 
termined.by the council after his death, but thecailing 
of a parliament^ who were then to confider what they 
would hsLrc done. They alfo approved and conErmed. 
the prefent lord-deputy of Irelandi the prefeni; lord* 
commiffioners of the gre^t' feal of England, the ^pm- 
miffionera of .the'tccafttry.^, and th« two chief jufticesr 
Among other tkingi^.they debated the point of iil>er« 
ty of confcience upon the new government^ and agreed 
to allow It to all Who flidil not n^aintain atheifm, popery, 
prelacy^ prophimenefe, or any damnable h^efie^t to be 
enumerated by the parlianaedt." 

Many things win*e {aid during thefe deb§tes« which 
gave great offeoce to Cromwell and his council. la 
a wordy this parliament was diilblved after a fcffiofi ef 
five months, by a very tedious and intricate fpeech ^^ 
wherein the ProteiSior upbraided them with their late 
proceedings. And who could wonder at it ? Wa« 
there ever a man inj^offeffion of the fupreme authority^ 
\\'ho would fuffer that authority to^ be publicly qu«f* 
tloned ? While they had a liberty of doing all they 
would iojc the honour of the nation, could they expe^ 
the privilege too of infulting that magi(lra(e, in whofe 
name they Were fummoned together ? 

The^Proteftor's thirfi parliament, which met on the 
17th of September 1656, was found more complying 
than either of tlte former* Some of the members hovr* 
ever were excluded, for want of being approved of by his 
Hi^hnefs*s council, which occafioned thiem to petition 
andremcmftrate very ftroogly agaioft the proceedings 
of the cowl. But thofe who kept their ieats, having 
choCen Sir Thomas Widdringtoii for their fpeaker, not 
only approved ofthe Protedor*8 coadu^ in the war he 

* This rpeQ[4i was full u fongas ont of the ftraiiDn» of tkojc 
timn, 2u)d pretty nivd> to the &mc firaiOf 
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had undertaken a^dnft S{?ato> but^aficd reveral a£^8 
for fequring' h'I» por^on dcid t'itje,; for carrying- pn the 
prefent M^ar, and fior tbc ^licon^gamtfkt of tr^e > aU 
which receivisd tfaw a0<,nt; o^ Us Highnefsy who ui-b 
fhort fpeech retur-ned them . thinks for their care in 
fupporttnghis go^fnmQUt. . 

This/padi^aieQt h^d ^ot ^t ^bove fix m^flths^ b<e* 
fore they drew up ^ i^ew ih^TuWenlty in ordler to Qom* 
pliilienc th^ Pi«Qfte4^or wWb ithe iitle of King-. It met 
with much oppofition ft»oip, tl^el,repiit>licafi<sV and the 
ffc)ldUr^ party : butat)>R Wli6 c^irrtedi Und tU^word 
King order^ to^e tt^(crtpd in^a bljir^ tha^t was left. 
{[>r tjbat purp)t}fe ; and two |>.^«^ bl finks t^iat w^^re left 
fof tbe parjiametity wtte. t^: be fiITQ4 ^p with the 
words houfe of comnipD6| and other houfe»> This in* 
ftrument, caHied «* The humU.e pctHion and advkeof 
the parlift'Dgetnt to 'his. Highneii/' 4i*a9 .ptefent^d to 
him bry^-the IpeaJcery who recomnp^nded the qontcDta of 
it HI a fpeecfh. S^t the Prote^pr^ how inclinable fo- 
fver h>e was to actseptof thi» oflFer,< $nding it ^gainft 
th<e hjumoar of the army» and <^ciai]y thtt Kis fon^ 
in-la^ .Fleetwo^od^ and hi# brother-^in-l^w Pefborough, 
were peculiarly a^erfe to^Jt^ inft^ad. of giving a ready» 
aiT^nty whiqh^ was ^x^pel^ted^ 4e&i^ed ^' th^t^a. (commit- 
tee' might be appointed to confer with him, and to 
o£Eer him better knowledge and fatisladioa in thift 
gre^t caufe." 

Ci^mwelli as well as Caefari whom he/re&mbled on 
many accounts^ was j^ot Jo fond of a title which he 
faw would ereate difGont^at, as|to aifua»e it at all ad- 
ventures. Fond enough indeed he would have been 
of itft if thefe obftacies had not iaterfcred : but when 
he fbiind that bifti beft friends m the army were ii£;« 
moveabjef ' aril the argument s of the commons com^ 
mitteet of which Whiteiock was chairman, though 
tbey were inculctted for ts^ day» toget^eri could not 
prevail witK hrm to rui^the rifle of lofimg tbenied^oos 
of the foMiers. After bng delibcratrcms therefore, 
and tom^ clofe conlereoce wub his brother and fbii-in- 
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law bcforementioDcd, who ftood firmly to th^ir opt-- 
niot), he ordered the parliament tb attend hiih in the* 
Painted-chamber^ and there, fn-anobfcuTefpeech, con* 
taintng much about confcie^ce, and the pains he had^ 
taken to fatisfy himfclf, declared, ""that he could nor 
undertake the government with the titl^ of King." 
Though at the fame time be intimated, that he thought* 
the fcttlcment imperfed without it: -and every one 
miffht' dlfcover^ that the motive of his- refufal wa8^> 
rather poliqr than confcience *. . 

Ludlow informs us, that he endeavoured by allt 
poffible means to perfuade the oficers of the army to^ 
approVe the defi^n ; for which purpofe he one timic 
invited himfelf to dine with Colonel Defborough, and 
carric;d Lieutemmt-general Fleetwood witb him. He 
began to droll with them about monarchy and fpeak* 
^ing ftigbtly of it, faid, " ' It was but a fejither in a- 
man's cap, and therefore he wondered that men would, 
not plcafe the children, and let them enjoy their rattle.'* 
But they being very ferious upon the matter, aflured^ 
him, <*^ That there was more in it than he perceived : 
that thofc whb put him upon it were no enemies tof 
Charles Stuart; and if - he accepted of it, hiB would 
draw inevitable ruin on himfelf and friends." Having'. 
thus founded them, that he might conclude as he be-' 
gan, he told themy *< They were a couple of fcrupu- 
jous fellows f ' and fo went away. At another time 
entering more ferioufly into debate with thefe twb, he 
faid "It was a tempting of Ood to expofe fo many 
worthy men to death and poverty, when there was a 
certain way to fe!<cure them." But they infi fling upon . 
the oaths they had taken, he replied, that thefe oatha 
^ere againft the power and tyranny^of Kings, but not' ■ 
againft the four letters that made the word King/' 

* See in the Appendix, No. VU t large account of the arga-* 
ments ollered by tit committe of parliament to perfuade him to 
accept of the title -cf Kiog^ and thc^Prote^or'f owb rcafoiu fox • 
itfuung it* 
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The next dty his Highncfc 4t:r\t a im^ffagc to the 
houfe, requiring their ^(tendanoe to* morrow m,ormng 
in the Paijited-chamber 1 tntendingy as all men 
thought^, there to declare his acceptance of the crown : 
but in the mean time meeiiTig with his brother Def- 
borough^ as he was walking in the park> and acquaint.* ' 
ing him with his refolution, he received this anfwv r 
from him, •* That then he ,gavc the caofe, and his 
fami]^ alfcfor loft ; and though he refoived never to 
a6^ againii him» yet he would not a6l for him after 
that time/* And fo, after fome farther difcourfr, 
Defborough went^ home» and there found Colonel 
Pride, whom the Protei6^or had knighted ;' and im« 
parting to him bis Highfiefs's intention to accept the 
title of King, Pride immediately anfwcredj ** He 
fhall not." Deiborough a(ked him, «< How he would 
hinder it V* Whereupon Pvixk fijiid, " Get me a peti- 
tion drawn, and 1 will prevent it." And fo they both 
went tp X)r Ow^n, and prevailed oa him to dxvw a 
* |>etitior) accprdiog to their mind. . 

Tbie next morning; the houfe being met,, fome 
^officers of the a)rmy cooking, to the parliament doorr^ 
{ent in a meflage to Col^ei I>efborough, to let hfm 
know that they had a petition, and defired Jihn to 
i prefent it to the houfe/ But he knowing the contents 
! of It, and thinking it not proper for him to take pubic 
I notice of it ' befcN-e it was prefented^ informed the 
\ / houfe, thateertain o£Bcers ofthe army had a petition 
f to prefenfe to them $ and moved that they< Aiimld be 
called ifl, and hsve leave to prefent it with tlietr own 
hands ; which the houfe generally agreed to, • not 
thinking the army wmild oppofe their deiigns. And 
fo the peitition. being delivered by Lieutenant- colonel 
Mafon, was read in the houfe, and was to this e(Fe6k ; 
> •* That they had hazarded their lives agalniV monarchy, 
and were ftill ready fo to do, m the^^kfcnce rf the li- 
berties of the nation. : that having- obferved in fome 
men great endeavioursxo bl-ing the nation^ again linder 
their old fervitude,- by preiEog .their general to take 
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upon him the title and government of King, in order 
to deflroy himi and weakenf the hands of thofe wha 
were faithful to the public ; they therefore humbly Jc- 
fired that they would Jifcountenancc all fuch perfonar 
stnd endeavours^ and continue fttdfaft in the old cavfe, 
for the prefervatlon of which they for their parta were 
imoft r^ady to lay down their Kyes/* This petition 
was fubfcribed by two Colonels, feven Li<^utenant- 
colonels, and iixteen captains, who, with fueh oiEcers 
in the houfc.as were of the fame opinion, made up the 
majority of thofe relating to that part of the army 
which was then quartered about the town. 

Ludlow here obferves, that it was difficult to de- 
termine whether the parliament or the Prote^or was 
mod furprifed at this Tinexpe6ke4 addrefl. As foon as' 
bis HigHnefs hend of it, he lent for his fon-inlaw 
Fleetwood, and told him, ** That he wondered he- 
would Aiffer fuch a petition to proceed fo far^ which'* 
he might have hindered, fince he knew it to be his re^ 
folution not to accept the erown without the confentl 
ef the army ; and therefore he defired hitn to haften to 
the houfe, and to put them off from doing any thing' 
farther therein.'* Accordingly the Lieutenant-gene- 
ral went immediately thither, and told them, ** That 
the petition ouglit not to be debated, much lefs to 
be anfweredy at this time, the contents of .it being tcy 
dcfire them not to prefs his Highnefs to be king y 
whereas the pref«nt bufinefs was to receive his anfwer 
to what had been formerly offered to^hiin : and there* 
upon he defired that the. debate of it might be put off, 
till tb«y had received his anfweV." The houfe having 
agreed. to this, and received a meffage from the Pro- 
te£ior, they met him, aj3d received his refufaloftho 
royal title; ' ' 

While this bufinefs was tn agitation ,> the Lord Brog- 
hill comiag one day to Cromwell, and tellinc;. * him he 
had been m the city^ the Protedor enquired of him^ 
^ what news he had heard there l'* Broghill told him^ 
*' he had h^ard he was in treaty with the King, who 
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was to be refboirdy and to marry his daughter." 
Cromwell (bemng no difpleafure at this, his Lordfhip 
cootiauedy '< In lh£ ftate to which things are reduced^ 
I can fee no better ex{>edient : you may bring him in 
upon what terms you pleafe ; and your Highnefs may 
retain the fame authority you now have^ with lefs 
trouble.*' -5^a this Cromwell anfwercd, ** The King 
x:an never forgive his father's blood." Broghlll re- 
pliedy ^' You are one of the many that were concern - 
fed in tbat^ but will be alone in the merit pf reftoring." 
Upon which the Prote6ior faid, ** He is fo damnably 
debauched^ he will undo us all ;" and fo went off to 
jOther difcourfe^ without any emotion ; which made 
his Lord(hip conclude, that he had often thought of 
the expedient. This ftory is told by Bifhop Burnet, 
who had it from Lord Broghill when Earl of Orrery^ 
Mr Echard tells us efa private application made by 
King Charles himfclf to Cromwell, which he fayn 
jcame from the mouth of the Dutcbefs of Lauderdale, 
»^ho told the fame to a perfon, of whofe credit he 
jcould make no queftion* That Lady, afterwards 
Dutchefs of Lauderdale, being a particular friend and 
. .acquaintance of Cromwell's^ was employed it feems to 
make a private offer and propofal to him, in fubftance 
^s follows ; " That if he would reitore, or permit the 
King to return to his throne, he yroM fend him a 
blank paper, for him to write his own ternoft and H» 
mitations, and fettle what power and riches he picafed 
upon himfelf, family, ancl friends." This propofal 
was firft communicated to the Prote6lor's lady, who 
Jiked it very well ; believing that, befides other ad- 
vantages, it would bring, abfolute indemnity and fe- 
curity to her hulbandy and the whole family. She 
therefore took an opportunity, when (he was in bed 
with him, to mention the offer to him, and endeavour 
ed to perfuade him to accept of it^ as being of the 
higheff moment to the happinefs of him&lf and rela- 
tions. But he, without minding her arguments and 
pcrfuafions, prefcotly told her, « She wa| a fool j* 
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adding this fhrewd fentchce ? ** If Chark? Stuart can 
fotgWt me all that I have dotie flgaintl him and h s 
family, he does not dcfervc to wear th« qrown of Eng- 
land." 

Cromwell having rcfufed the title of King, the par- 
liament foon voted, ** That he fhould enjoy the title 
and authority he had already;** which was in many 
particulars enlarged beyond what- it was by the former 
inftrument, by the new one, called ** The humble peti- 
tion and advice." This inftrument ctsnMcd of eigh- 
teen articles ; but I ftiall only give the fubftatice of 
the principal ones, as follows. ** That his High- 
ncfs, lindef the title of Lord^prote^or, would be 
pleafcd fo exercife the office of chief magiftratc over 
England, Scotland, arid Ireland, and to govern ac- 
cording to all things in thi«. petition and advice : alfo, 
that in his life-time he would appoint the pcrfon that 
fhould fucceed in the government after his death. 
That "he would call parliaments confifting of two 
houfes, once in three years at fart he ft. That thofe per- 
fons who were legally chofen by a free eleftion of the 
people to fervc in parliament, might not be excluded 
from doing their duties, but by confent of that houfe 
whereof they were members. That none but thofe 
under the qualifications therein mentioned, ftould be 
capable to ferve.as members in parliament. That the 
power of the other houfe be limited as therein prc- 
fcribed. That the laws and ftatutes of the land be ob- 
ferved and kept; and no laws altered, fufpended, ab- 
rogated, or repealed, or new laws miade, but by aft 
of parliament. That the yearly fum of a million of 
pounds Sterling be for the mafntainance of the navy 
and army ; and 300,000!. for the fuppx>rt of the go- 
vernment, belides other temporary fupplies, as the 
commons in parliament fhould fee neceflary. That 
the number of the Proteftor's coaneil fhould not ht 
above one and twenty; whereof the quotum to be 
fcven, and not under. The chief officers of ftate. as 
chancellor, keeper of the great fcal, 5cc. tobeapprov* 
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cd'by parliament^ That his Highncfs would cncou- 
Tage a godly miniftry in thefe nations ; and that fuch 
as do revile or difturb them in the worfliip of God, 
4nay be puniflled according to law ; and wlierc the 
laws are dcfeftive^ new ones to be made in that be- 
half. That the proteftaut Chriftian religion, as it is 
<:ontafned in the Old and New Teftament, be afferted 
and held fortli for the public profeflions of thefe na- 
tions, and no other ; and that a confelllon of faith be 
agreed i^>on and recommended to the people of thefe 
nations ; and none be permitted, bf words or writ- 
ings, to revile or reproach the faidconfcffion of faith." 
' This inftrument being digefted and agreed upon, 
the houfe fent to the Prote&or for an audience ; which 
lie appointed to be on the 25th of May, in the Baa- 
queting-houfe. The members waiting upon him ac- 
cordingly, tbetr fpeaker, Widdrington, prefented and 
read the faid inftrument to blm^ and defired his aHVnt ; 
which, after a «long paufcf he with all the geftures of 
concern and perplexity granted. And thus did his 
Highnefs accompli(h a chief part of what he defigned ; 
which was to^have his power and authority confirmed 
hy parliament. 

it was thouglit proper, after this tranfadion, that 
the Prote&or fhould have a folemn inveftiturc. Notice 
of this was given to all foreign ambaffadors and mi- 
niftcrs, and Wcftrainfter-hall was prepared and adorn- 
ed as fumptuoufly as it could be for ^ coronation. In 
fiiort, the ceremony was performed on the 26th of 
June, 1657, with the utmoll grandeur an4 magnifi- 
cence, amidll the loud acclamations of the people ; 
and there was a fine medal ftruck .on. the occafion, 
wbich had on one, fide the Protcdor's buft, with his 
title round it, and on the other an olive tree flourifh* 
ing in a field, with the words " non deficient olivx*,** 
by way of allufion to his name. 

Things went on aitiicably between the Prote6lor 
and his parliament, many bills were pafled and fign* 
€69 aqd the.greattft harmony feemed eftablifhcd. But 
,0 
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about the beginning of the year 1658, his Hfghnefs, 
according to the tenor of the late petition and advice, 
/ent his writs of fummons to divers perfons, to iit as 
members of the other, or upper houfe. The forms -of 
thefe writs, which were about fixty^ were the fame 
ufcd by our monarchs, for the fummoning of geers to 
Jparliament ; and indeed many of the persons fummon- 
ed were aftually peers, and others were made fo in the 
fuccteding reign. Thefe being met in the houfe of 
Lords, the ProteAor went thither in royal ftate, and 
made a fpeech from the throne, beginning in the old 
ilile, ^' My lords, and you the knights, citizens, and 
burgcffes of the houfe of commons." 

This ftep, however, occaiioned a divifion In the 
lower houfe, which ended in the diflblutbn of this hig 
third and lad parliament. For feveral of thefe new 
lords being taken from asnong the commons, his in* 
tcreft was weakened in that houfe, to whicli many of 
the fccludcd members were alfo now admitted. Here- 
upon they fell to examining the authority and jurif- 

• didion of tiie other houA:. And his Highnefs finding 
them obflifiate on thefe points, after having advifed 
them to unity 'without efTcd, fent for them by the 
black rod into the lord's houfe, where he declared 

••' feveral urgent and weighty reafoos, which made it 
necdfTary fbr him to diflblve this parliament ; and ac- 

' cordingly he did diflblve them.*' 

Thefe peremptory fiimmonfes and fudden difiblu- 
tionS, it muft be owned, were not agreeable to the 
Englifh conifCtution, as it h tiow fettled, and feem to 
have the appearance of abfolute defpotirm : but many 
ftepsthat were taken in preceding reigns, by monarchs 
whofe right wa& in all the forms acknowledged, ,and 
who therefore had no excufc foi* fuch violent proceed- 
ings as Cromweirs fituation might fometimcs requircv 
may ferve greatly to alleviate, irnot wholly to remove 
the weight of this accufation ; cfpecially if we reflc6l, 
that by all the appearance under his adminiltration, it 
fcems Trident that Cromwell nevet^ would have taken 
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one flep contrary to the liberties of parliament, pro* 
vided they had only been quiet on the article of his 
auJthority» which it was not reaTonable to think he^ 
would fufFer to be debated, after he was once in pof- v 
feffion. 

When Cromwell firft afTumed the government, where 
there w.ere three great parties in the nation all againit 
him, the epifcopal party, the prefbytenans, and the 
republicans; it required the greateft (kill and dexte- 
rity to manage thel'e very oppofite fa6^ion8> and to 
prevent the ill cfFcdls of the plots and confpiracjes they 
were fo ready to run into. All this however he was 
able to accomplifli, by the fuperiorforceof his genius; 
and BI(hop Burn<:t, who was no friend to the Protec- ~ 
tor's memory, informs us in wj»at manner he proceed- 
ed. He had, according to that prelate, ortly the 
army to rely upon ; and that enthufiaftic fpirit he had 
taken fo much pains to raifc among, them, reodered 
them very intradable : fo that he was forced to break 
fljnd imprifoQ many of his officers ; and he flattered the' ' 
r^eft as well as he could, going on. in his old way of' 
long and dark difcourfes. 

He was apprehenfive of alTafiinattoti, and other plot-' 
tings, from the cavalier party : as to the former of 
which, he took a method that proved of great ufeto 
hira, He would many times openly declare, '* that' 
in a war it was neceffary to return upon any fide, all' 
the violent things that any of the one fide did^to the' 
other; and this for the preventing greater mifchie f, 
afld, for bringing men to fair war: and that afiafiina- 
tlons were fuch detcilable things, that he would never 
begin them*; but if any of the King's party (hould 
endeavour to afliifiinate him, and fall in ii, he would* 
9iake an a^fafiinating war of it, and deft ray the whole 
family.*' And he pretended he had infiruments to do 
this, wbenever he fiiould ordti it. This ftruck fiich a 
terror, that it proved a better fecuriiy to him than 
his guards. And whenever thty were plotting againft 
him, he had his,a^;its and fpies amongd them, to 
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give him notice of their preparations and proceedings j 
by which means all their ichemes were broken^ and 
their deiigns fruftrated, before they could bring them 
to perfc6i:ion. 

The prefbytcrians fo dreaded the fury of the com- 
monwealth party, that they looked lipon Cromwell's, 
turning them out to be a Iji^ppy deliverance for them : 
and to foften thefe the more, he affured that he wouldf 
iQaintain a public miniftry, with all due encourage- 
ment, which the republicans were modly againft ;, 
and he joined them in a commiilion with fome inde- 
pendents, to be triers of all public preachers, who 
fhonlJ, for the future, l)e admitted -to any benefice. 
The perfons fo commiflioned did likewife difpofe of al^ 
the livings that were in the gift of the crown, of thcr 
bilht)p8, and of .the eathedral churches. Ncverthlcfs, 
when he perceived that the prefbyterians began to taket 
too much upon them, to be uneafy under the govern- 
ment, or meddle in civil affairs, he, found means to. 
f^ortify them, ind let loofe againll them thofc of the 
other fedlfi, who took pleafure in difputing with their 
prea^rhers, and interrupting^ their religious \^oi(hip :. 
and it is faid, he was hy many heard to glory, " that 
he had crubecl that infolept feft, that would fuffernone 
but itfclf." So that they were forced to thank hina. 
for permitting them ^he exercife of their religious wor- 
fliip in their own congregations. . , ^ 

The republican party were his greateft enemies, and' 
moft bent on his ruin : looking on him as the perfon 
who had perfidioufly broken all their meafures, and 
betrayed their glorious caufe. This party therefore. 
Ijc fludied by all means to divide amon^ themfelves, 
andtofetthe fifth-monarchy men, and other cnthu- 
fiatls, againft thofe who proceeded only upon the 
principles of civil liberty ; f\ich as Algernoqn Sid- 
- ^ey, Henrf Nevill, Maitia Ludlow, Wiidnoan, and 

Harrington. ,., -r • 

As to Vane and his party, who were likewiie in- 
dependents, they indeed, from the time they were 
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tamed out of the long parllatment, retired quietly 
into the country^ wHsrc they endeavoured to preju- 
dice their neighbours againft the prefent government^ . 
and yet managed themf(elve3 with fo much caution ^ aa 
net to difturb the quiet of the nation, nor give the 
Prote^or any great advantage againfl them. 

The levellers, many of vi^hom had been the moft 
a^ive agitators in the army, ,w«re the moft furioiia 
and defperate of all the commonwealth party* Theftr, 
from the time the general aiTamed the title of Pro- 
te^or, which was to them as odious as that of King, 
profeiTed a mortal hatred to bis perfon ; and be knew 
very well that thefe men, as well as the laft mention* 
ed, had great credit in the army, and with fomc of 
the chief officers ; fo that he more realty dreaded them 
t|iaa all the King's party, and fubtily coloured many 
of the preparations he made againft them, as if they 
had been defigned againft the other. 

The fifth-monarchy men feemed to be in daily ex* 
pje6iation of the coming of King Jefus^ and the Pro- 
tedlor found it no eafy matter to give them fatisfaftion t 
fince hiqi afluming the government after this manner, 
looked like a ftep to Ejngfliip, which they reprefent- 
cd as the great anti-chrift, which hindered Chrift** 
being fet on his throne. To thefe men he would fay 
with many tears, V that he would rather have taken a 
(h^pherd's ftaff than the Protc^orfliip ; fince nothing 
, was more contrary to his genius, than a (hew of great -p* 
nefs : but he faw it was neceffary at that time to keep 
the nation from falling into extreme difordcr, and 
from being open to the common enemy ; and there- 
fore he only ftcpt in between the living and the dead, 
in that interval, till God fliould direft them on what 
bottom they ought to fettle ; and then he would fur- 
render ^he heavy load lying upon him, with a joy 
equal to the forrow with which he was affeded, while 
under that fhew of dignity/* He would alfo carry 
himfelf with great familiarity towards thefe men, and. 
enter into the terms of their old equality, (hutting the. 
O 3 
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door, and making them fit down covered by him, that 
they might fee hpw little he cared for" thbfe diftapce*^; 
which for form's fake ^.e was forced to keep up with 
others ; and their difconrfe commonly ended In a ]6ng 
^ayer. ^ ' ; 

Thus, with^much ado„ he pretty well nEMin»gcd the 
enthiifiafts of the commonwealth party. As to the 
Other republicans, many of whom were inclined ta 
dfcifm, he called them ^ the* heathep«/ and acknowi^ 
1 edged he couljd not fo eafily work upon them. He 
hdd fome chaplains of alf fc»rt8» and became at length * 
more gentlie to" the fepifcopal party^ who had their 
meetings in feveralplacc^ about London, iRrithout being 
moleftcd by him* In the end, even the Roman ca- 
thoh'cs courted him ; and hi with- wonderfal art car- 
ried things farther with all parties than was thought 
poffible, confiderihg the great diffiquhic* he had to 
encounter with. For, that he might the Vtter ma- 
nage the feyeral fadlions he flood mbfl iu awe- of, he 
made choice of the moft aftive and leading men iiitO' 
his counCil^^ by whofe influence he had' the guiding of" 
all tbe reft of each party. V 

But notwithftanding this rcfifwd managenrwtnt, aiid' 
the great influence he had over the nation in generalj; 
there were feveral plots and. confpiracies formed; ^ 

againft him during his protector fhip. Tbe firft de- J 

fign that was difcoycred, at the head: of which were- i 
Mr Fox, Mr Gerard, and Mi* Vowel,, was to murder i 

him in his way to Ha mptort<» court, to feize ' the 
gu;irds, the Tower, a»d the magazines, and then to 
proclaim the King, For this Gerard w^^ beheaded • 
on Tower- hill, and Vowel hanged at Charing-crofs : 
but Fox, by making ah open confcffion, obtained his 
pardon. 

In. the fame year j 16^4, a defign was formed for a 
general rlikig of the royaliffs, in divers parts of the 
kingdom. But the private ihtelligence which the Fte^ 
te6tor received of it, on which fevcral pe/rfons were ap- 
^r^h^indcd, apd many arma fcizcd, prevented the fttr)s- 
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of^the intended b!ow. Somietkiag however was at-, 
tempted in the north, but to no' effe£l; ; tbe rfevoltcrs 
difpeffing before any forces arrived aj^iinft them, and 
leavtng ail their arms. The moft oWtinate ftruggle 
waV in the weft» at the time of Salifbury affize&, where 
the coufpirators' fetzed the two judges, and took a Way 
theiif confimii&on& : but thi'a too was qw'ekly over> 
Without the help of the army^ Colonel Penruddock, 
Captain Grove, and a few other s^ were executed for it 
at Exeter ; and fome of the bommon people eoncerned' 
were tranfported to the Weft-ladies* Thia plbt, which- 
was defigwed to rmh the Prote6^or> fervcd but to ad-^ 
vance his credit, and confirm his authority. It cleared' 
him of the reproach of iu venting plots himfelf, as ae 
pretence to keep up the ahny ; and gave him a good' 
cofour of excufie for thie order which foon followed, by 
advice ot Bis counorl, " that all who had born arna* for 
the King, and declared themfdvcs of his party, fhould 
b^ decimated, or pay a* tenth part of their eltates, to 
fbpport the charge oF fuch extraordinary forces,, as 
their feditious praaices obliged him to keep up." This 
was accompanied with a dedaration, '^ that the charge 
fhould be laid upon thofe who had occkfiotied it, and' 
not upon the party who had- already been fo much fuf> 
ferers." * , . ' 

The lall ftruggle of the royal party was about a 
year before the Protip^or's death. There was not only 
to be an infurredtion in England, but fcvcral regiment* 
in Flanders commanded by Engliftmien, who were then 
afiifting the Spaniards againft the French and Crom- 
welli were to have, been fuddcnly tranfported over. 
And, to promote the rifing at home, a very bold paper 
was induftrioufty difperfed, intituled, ** Killing no 
murder ;" thedefign of which was to get the Protestor 
afraHtnated. . 

The dedication of it runs thus : 

To his Highnefs Oliver CkOM'WELL, 
^ay it picafe your litghnefs, 

** HOW 1 have fpent fome hours of the Icifurc: 
your HighneTs hath been pleafed to ^heme, this fol*^ 
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There had, before this, been two boldrattf*)pt8 hf 
fom^ of the republican party. The f|rft wa^io: ijS54r . 
when Major John Wildnian, who had been, expert c4 
the hoiife. of commons by the Protcftor, was fei^sed-with' 
a paper dictated by him, entitkd, " The declaratiBit 
of the free and well-afFeded people of England, now- 
fn-arms again ft the tyrant Oliver Cromwell:^ Efq/' 
Bfit this, nrian, contrary to the expedation of all bi» 
frietid^, was, after a fliort irYiprifonment, fet at liberty. 
ITic other was in 1656, when Miles i^ynderGomb, a 
leveller that .had been cadiiered, combined with two 
of the Protestor's life-guards, to aflaffii>ate him near 
Brentford. 8yndcrcoml>, being betrayed by the o- 
thers,. ftoiJtly denied the fa£t, but was condemned by 
LordchiefjufKce. Glynn. He died before the: day 
a^lfpointed for his execution, and was buried on Tower- 
hill, where a ftake was drove through his body* 

Wc have not many inftauces in hiftor^^^f any at all, 
of a perfort who rofe from among the jijpfiple to the 
hi^heii authority, that dU not fiain ]m adnuniArati^n 
with more blood, in a.j'idiciary way, than oyr-Protec* 
tor. Let us only compare his executions with thpfe 
of tlie fecond triumvirate at Rome, when all the nobi^Il 
patriots of that once flourifhing cowtnonweajth, were, 
facrlficcd to the fufpiciohs of Mai k Anthony, and youni? 
Oftavius, Yet the latter of thefe, through an excefe 
of good fortune, became the delight of his peoplci thc- 
patron and theme of all the learned and ingenious, and 
the envy of fucceeding princes. What IcTs might have 
been espefted of Cromwell, had he lived to get over 
' the remains of prejudice to put the glorious fchcmes 
lie had formed in execution, and to /hew himfelf what 
he really feems to have been, a true friend of liberty, 
and a lover of mankind in general ? 

In order to keep his government fecure, at iht time 
when the royalifts were plotting his dellruftion. Crom- 
well inrjtuted a new order of deputies, under the name 
of Maj<^r-geficrals, who were in the nature of prefeds, 
or governors of provinces. They were to have ihc in- 
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fpe£lion of the inferior magiftrates in every county, to 
commit fufpeAcd perfons into cuftodyy and to put in 
execution many other directions : there was no appeal 
from them, but to the Protedor hlmfclf. This office 
however continued not long : for being invefted with . 
great power, the major-genera! a carried it in a vefy 
high and arbitrary manner; which occafioned their 
fiipprclfion by the parliament, at the motion of Mr 
Cleypole, the Prote&br's foti- in-law. 

It was hardly pdflibje, indeed, for any governor, tn. 
fuch a precarious fituation, to (hew mote regard thin 
Cronxwell did for the rights and properties of privartc 
men. He fuppiied the benches dt W^ntinller with 
the abieft of lawyers, whom be had invited to the public 
fervice. Maynardt Twifiden, Nudigate, Windham, and 
other gentlemen of great integrity and learning, were 
made by him ferjfants at law, and Mr 'Matthew Hale» 
afterwards the famouS'Lofd-chief juiUce Sir Matthew,^ 
was advanced to be a juftice of the Common Picas. Mr 
John Thurloe, who had been fecretary to the chfcf 
juilice St John, was raifed to the office of fecretary of 
ilate, of which he acquitted himfelf with indefatigable^ 
diligence. Milton, the great Milton^ was Latin fecre- 
tary ; a man^at might have done bonour to the 
migh^ied monarch, to the moibpcdite and learned court, 
in thebeft of ages. In a word> the fleet and army 
were well Mid ; the city of London had the powor of 
its own militia, under their old Major-general Skip- 
pon ; the comnyftn people were cafed of fome of 'tl5cir 
taxes : nor can we better fum^up the charaAcr of the 
civil govern 9^ent .^t this time, fhanin the following ex- 
trad, which is chteHy taken from Echard, a moft tira- 
lenl enemy of the Protedor and bis friends. 

** Cromwell, though he proceeded in an arbitrary 
manner again fit thofe who contcfted his authority^ yet 
in all other cafes, where the life of his jurifdidion W4l8 
not concernedi he feeraed to have a great reverence 
for the law, and the conititution, rarely iaterpofing 
between party and pajty ; and to do hii^i juftice, there 
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appeared in his government many things that were 
truly great and praife- worthy. Jufticc, as well diftri- 
butive as commutative, was by him reltored almoft to 
Its antient gtace and fp]endor ; the judged executed 
their office without covetoufnefsy according to law and 
equity, and the laws, except fome kw, where himfelf 
was imgiediately concerned* being permitted to have, 
their full force upon all, without impediment or delay ; 
mens manners, outwardly at leaft, became like wile re- . 
formed^ either by removing the incentives to luxury^ 
or by means of the antient laws now revived, and put 
in execution. There was a ftri^ difcipHne kept ia his 
court, where dninkennefs, whoredom, and extortion, 
were either banifhed, or feverely rebuked. Trade be- 
gan to flourifh and profper, and modSL things to put on 
« happy and promifing afpe^i. The Prote£kor alfo 
ihewed a great regard to the advancement of learning, 
and was a great, encourager of it. The unaveriity of 
Oxford in particular* acknosvledged his Higbnefs's re- 
fpe£t to them, in continuing their chancellor, and be« 
Bowing on the puUic library there four and twenty 
Greek manuferipta, and munificeotly allowing an hun- 
. dred pounds a year to a divinity-reader. He alfo or- 
dered a (chemeto be drawn for foiuiding and endowing 
a collejge at Purham, for the conirenience of the nor* 
them fiudents ^. Towards all ivho eomplied with his 

* In puriuance of thii fchcme, (which wa« drawn in 90Df&> 
, quCnce of a petitioB from the dty of Dorharo, the county of 
Korthuniberlaod, And the town of Newcaftl^ the Protestor iflbcd 
■ Jong writ of privy feal, conilfting of tuenty-three articles, and 
dated May ty, 1657. It cflabliilied a provofl, two preachers, 
four profeffbrt, four tutors, four (choolmaftcrs or fellowi, twen- 
fty-fbur fcholars, twelve. cKhibitioners, and eigbteeo freeCcliool 
fcholars ; fixtd their endowment ; gave them the library, the 
dean and chapter of Durham, with liberty to purchafe Unds>« fue, 
or be fued; a^mmon find and ftatutes, wkh two victors, and 
the privilege of printing bibles ; regulated the power of thcmafVer 
and other officers ; exculed them from watch and ward, &c. Mr 
Feck has prcferved this piece entire, as alfo an addrcfs from the 
provoft and fellows of the college of Durham to liis Highneft 
Richard Lord Protcftor, &c. daied in Pccembvr iCs^, aiidJuH 
</f the praifcs of his father. 
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pieafure, and courted his prote6lion, he manifciled 
great civilityi gcnerofity, and bounty. No man afi 
KiEled to fcem mor^ tendfer of the clergy than himfelfv 
though he would not lift himfclf in any particular k&. j 
fayingv ** it was his otily wifh and defire to fee the 
^church in pe^ce, and that all "would gather into one 
Aieepfold) under one (hepherd, Jefus Chrift,*and mutu- 
ally love one atiothcr." Though Che public ufe of the 
common prayer was denied to the epifcopal partyi yet 
he allowed the ufe bf their rites in private houfes ; and 
milder courfes were taken than under the tyranny of 
others.*' 



CHAP. vm. 

Pre fe^or Cromiveir J behaviour t^^vDards foreign Princes 
and States f Hi zeal fir th^ honour of England y tho 
Protefiant religion y and the liberties of mankind. 

TXIE are now to view the Protedor upon the very 
*^ pinacle of fortune, where he behaved with all 
becoming dignity, as he had done in every other iitu- 
ation. . It has been remarked of him, that though his 
great abilities never appeared till they were called into 
aAIon, yet they were always found fupefior to the pre- 
fent occafion : fo that whatever chara£ier he alfumedy 
he filled it to the utmtft, or even furpaflPed pur common 
ideas of grandeur. Having raifed himfclf to the (o- 
vereign dfgnity, he carried it higher, both in peace and 
war, than any Englifti moriarch had done befoic him. 
Ad the titles of Dictator and 'mpcrator at Rumr, which 
were firll invented to ward o; the odium attending that 
of King, were rendered more illuftrious by the great 
men who bore them, than, that of Kiiig had ever been ; 
fo the word Proteclor, which wa£ ufcd originally only 
for the guardian uf a monarch under age^ wheji it was 
annexed w. tie name of CrorowcM, though tbrthcf^me 
. reafoa that gave rife to didator and imperator, it; fie- 
P 
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elfied Something nlorc in all thecourts of Europe, than?- 
either king, emperor, or any other title then in being. 
In order to make goodthijs affertion, I ihall confidcr in* 
a few words fome of thofe 9:6^8 of fovereignty which he 
excrcifed towards foreign princes and ftatcs'. 

As I have hitherto in this cffay, fo far as the fubjefi*" 
would permit, thrown together fa6i:s of tke fame or a 
like nature ; that I may not here deviate from this me- 
thod, 1 fhall take firft a curfory view o( the wars irt 
which he was engaged,, tjiofe in particular againilHoV- 
'Jatkd aod Spain 5 then conlider him as improving the 
arts of peace, fo as to make himfclf honoured^ courted, 
and even dreaded by his allies. In both we fhall meet 
with feveral'inftances of his furprifing policy, hisvtrue 
regard for the intereft of his country, atid his indefati- 
gable induftry in promoting and executing his defigns. 
In the year 165^, a war broke out tetween the two 
repubJIes of Engfend and Holland, which' produced 
the moft terrible fea-fi^ts that had ever been knowny 
fome of them lafting for three days fucccffively. '^he 
brave Admiral Blake, with Penn, Dean, Monk, and 
Ayfcough, on one fide, were ag«inil the famous De 
Ruy ter, Van Tromp, De Wit, and other gallant Dutch 
eommanders, on the other. The quarrel began upon 
the Englifh demanding the tent,h herring of the Dutch 
ftlhermen on our coaft, in acknowledgment of the fo- 
verelghty of ^he fcas^ In the fevcral engagcmrtits of 
the firft year, jthe Englifh had fo much the better, that 
about the beginning of 1653, the ftates fcnt over let- 
rters to the Englifh parliament for 'putting an end to 
the war, oflFering to pay them a large futto, befidea ac- 
knowledging their fovereignty of the feas. Though 
Cromwell had not yet affumied the fiipreme power, yet 
he had it fo far in cfFeft, that particular applicatioa was 
tnade to hrm in this affair. The aegotiation, however, 
did "not fuccced at prefcnt. 

But upon Cromwell's turning out the long parlia- 

tnent, their high mightineffes^ did not doubt but they 

, Ihould ma}s.e an advantage of the confuiioD> which ihtf 
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tliought muft fuccecd. They no longer applied there* 
fere tor peace, but fcnt out a fJeet with all imaginable 
diligence. Cromwell, for his part, jyas not behind- 
hand with them in hi3 preparations, but gave them 
fuch a reception, by his admirala, as they did not e<- 
;pe&, I fo'that after a long and bloody engagement, in 
' whfch the Englifh loft little befides their admiral, pean, 
the Dutch were obliged to (heher themfclves behind 
the fands between Calais and Dunkirk, to prev«irt the 
-deftru6:ion of their whole fieet.. This made the ftates 
fue again for peace, in the moft, fubmiflive manner : to 
whidi Cromwell was not averfe, but would allow of 
no qcflation till it was ad^ually concluded. Both par- 
tics therefore got ready again for an engagement, the 
Dutch having no lefs than 12; fail. 

They came forth with great confidence of fnccefs ; 

^ut ftiil found the Englilh an over inatch : for afteir a 

:§ght for two days, in which Van Tromp was killed, 

* and about thirty of their (hips fired or fuuJ;, they 

made all t^e failthcy could towards the Tcxel. Thi»^ 

iridory, though it coft the Engltfti dear, was fo acr 

-ccptable to Cromwell and his parliament, that a day 

d thankfgiving was appointed for it ; and gold chains, 

with fine medals^ reprefenting a fea-fight, were given 

-to the admirals for (heir good fer vices. On the othcip 

hand, it put the Hollanders into the utmoft. confufion-, 

and occafioned fome dangerous infurpeftions of the 

common people. The ftates applied themfelvcs thercj* 

' ibre to Cromwell's parliament and council ;' who would 

1 grant them'' no other terms, than tlrc taking a Ttafe, ^ 

and paying an ^nnual rent for the liberty of frftiing in 
> the Knglifh feas. 

I But this parliament and council having furrendered- 

\ ttp then: powers to the Lord-prote6lor, they n^ade a 

frefh application ta him alone ; who at laft, when he 
faw no greater advantages' could be expcdcd, granted 
them a peace upon the foliowitig condition's : x. Tliat 
they (hould not permit any of the King's party to re- 
fide within their dominions, 2. That they (houlii 
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never fuffer the Prince of Orange to be ftadtholdcr, 
general, or admiral. 3. , That they (hould rcftorc the 
ifland of Polcrone in the Eafi- Indies, which they had \ 
taken from the Englifh in the reign of King James I.. 
4, That they fhodld pay 300,000 1, for the barbarities 
formerly exercifed on' the Englifh at Amboyna. 5. 
That they (hould never difputc the rights of the En- 
glifh flag. Glorious conditions for the Proteftor ! and 
uich as none of our monarehs could procure before him, 
though the terms of the third and fourth articles had 
been often contefted. 

The greateft difficulty the Proteftor met with, ii¥ 
relation to foreign affairs, was, which (ide to chufe m 
the war between France and Spain. Great application 
was ma^e to him from both fid^s. Spain, fays Bifhop. 
Burnet, ordered their ambaffador, de Cardenas, a great 
and able man, to compliment him, and to engage, that 
in cate he would join with them, they would pay him 
100,000 crowns per month, and aob,ooo crowns by 
way of advance, and not make peace till Calais was> 
again recovered to the Engliih, which had now been 
loft about an hundred years. The Prince of Conte,i 
likewife, who was then in hoftility with France, and 
fupported by Spain, offered to turn proteftant, and, 
upon Cromwell's affifting him, to make a dcfcent in 
Guienne, where, he doubted not but the proteftants 
would join^ him, and enable him fo to diftrcfs France,. 
^s to obtain for lh?mfelves, and for England, what 
conditions the Protedor pleafed to didate. But that 
Prince's pretenfions, upon farther enquiry, were found 
to be ill-grounded and vain. Mazarine, on the other 
hand, endeavoured to outbid Spain, by offering to af- 
fift him to take Dunkirk, then in the Spaniards hands, 
and a place of much more importance than Calais ; 
and at the fame time infmuated, that in cafe he joined 
with Spain, an army of Huguenots, headed by the 
King or his brother, (hould make a defccnt on Eng- 
land ; which, at that time, might be of dangerous con- 
(equence to Cromwell^ confidcring how many enemies *" 
he had at home. 



\ 
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This, the Bilhopaflurcs us, was the thing that^ de- 
termined, him to join with the French ; and in confe- 
q^ience pf the treaty, which was concluded foon after, 
the King and Duke were dlfmiiled the kingdom of 
France with many cxcufes, fbme money, and abundance 
of^ promifes. The prelate mentions anpther thing, 
which, he fays, had great weight with the Protedor, 
while he was yet balancing in his mind about this al-. 
liance. One Gage, formerly ' a prielt, coming over 
from the Weft ladies, informed him how weak and how 
wealthy the Spaniards were there ; which made l^im 
conclude, that it would be both a great and an eafy 
conqueft to feize their dominions* And this he thought 
would fupply him with fuch a treafure, as would tho- 
roughly eftablifh his government. 

It has been a queilion much difputed, whether 
Cromwell, in joining with France againft Spain, did 
really aft confiltently with the true intereft of his coun- 
try ? Mort people have maintained the negative ; but I 
think with very little rcafon. The condition of France,; 
at that time, was far different from what we have feen 
it in our day«. The King was a minor,, and the royal* 
j' family divided among themfelves, which had reduced. 

I ^ the conflitution t,o a languiiliing ftate. Whereas the 
\ Houfe of Auftriii was then united and powerful ; and 

the King of Spain, in particular, was poffeffed of the 
' -Netherlands, juft in our neighbourhood, which render- 

: ed him formidable, and made it the interefl of England 

E to fupport France againft him. Cromwell then, not- 

withftanding what has been faid, might have, and I 
believe had, more general and national views in this 
alliance, than have hitherto been afcribed to him. 
i But to put this matter beyond ^11 difpute, and to 

[ (hew that the Spaniards, before Cromwcirs time, were: 

1^ too much like what we have found them fince, which 

f made it next to impolBble for a man of his fpirit not 

to refent their infults and depredations on his country- 
men, we need only read the manifedb penned in Latin 
by the immgrtal Milton, and publiihed by the Protec- 

■ p 3 
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'tor, when his fl^et" was in America, to (htw " the 
juRice of the caufe of this commonwealth agai^ft the 
Spatiiards." I ifhall fet down a few paffages of it,. in 
cfder to recommend the pcnjfal of the whole, a tran* 
flation of which was lately printed. 

-After fetting fbrth the ft ate of affairs for many years 
between the twoiingdoms, and fh^winghow much the 
two late Kings, Jamca and Charles L had fiiffered 
themfelves arid their fubjcds to be infulted by the 
Spartiards," ft proceed: ** But as to the difputea . that ' 
have aVifen ih the Weft Tndies, though we, both in the 
continent ftfdf, abdjn'the iflands, have plantations as 
well as they ; and have as good, nay a better right to ^ 
pbflefs them, than the Spaniards have to pofiefs theirs ; 
^nd though we have a right to traHe in thofe feas, c- ' ^ 

-tjually good with theirs ; yet, without any reafon, or i 

any damage fuftained, and that when there was not the> 
leaft difpute about comijiercc, they have been continu- 
ally invading our colonies in a hoftiVe way, killing our , 
men, taking our fhips, robbing us of our goods, laying 

, wa ft e our houfes and fields, -imprifoning and eiiflaving 
our people : this they have been doing all along till 
thefe prefent times, Wherein we have of late engaged 
in an expedition agaijift them. For which reafon, 
contrary to what ufed t^ be done formerly in the like 
cafe, they have detainfedlour fhlps and merchants, and 
confifcated their goods almoft every where through the 
Spanlfli 4oniinions : fo that whether we tnrn our eyes 
fo America or Europe, they alone are undoubtedly to 
be cortfidered as the authors of the war.** 

It then fets forth the barbarous treatment of many 

X of our merghants and failors, giving a long lift of par- 
ticular inftances ; and goes on thus : " By thefe, and 
many more examples of the fame kind, too long to be 
reckoned up, 'tis abundantly evident, that the King of 
Spain and his^ubjefls -think they are no way bound, 
-by any condition of peace to be performed to us on 
their part, in thefe places ; fince they have habitually 
cxercifed all forts of hoftllities againft us, nay have evca - 
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done fuch things as are rtofe unfuitable, and more 
.grievous than open aAs oft hoftility ; and iince that 
cruelty with which they ufually treat the Englifh in 
America, is fo contrary to the articles of peace, thit 
it does not fo much as feetft fuitable to .the laws of the 
^ ?inoft blogdy war, 

*^ Btit the King of Spain fecms to be convhiced,that 
the facrcd bonds of -friendftiip have been firft broken 
on his fide : which thing is^fo clear and manifeft, that 
-our adverfariea in the controyerfy are alhamed tojieny 
the faft, ind^hufe rathdf to difputewith us Concern- 
ing the right of pofR^fiioti.— Th^y pretend to have a 
double title, one founded upon the Pope's gift, and 
another upon their having firll difeovered thofe places. 
As to the firft, we know the Pppc has ali^ays been 
Tery Hberal in Jhis gifts of kingdoms -and countries ; 
but in the mean time we cannot but think, that in fo 
idoing, he afts in a vety different manner from him, 
whole vicar he profcffes himfelfj who would not fb 
much as allow himfelf to be appointed a judge in the 
dividing of inheritances.-^ But we*deny his being veil- 
ed with any fuch authority ; nor do we think there Js % 
a^ny nation fo void of underftanding^ as to think that 
fo great po^er is lodged in bim ; or that the Spa- 
niards would believe this, or acquiefcc in it, if he 
"Should require them to yield up as .much as he has 
. beftowed, — 

*< Nor is the other title of any greater weight ; as if 
the Spaniards, in confequence of their hating firft dif- 
- covered fome few parts of America, and given names 
to fome iflands, rivers, and promontories, had for 
this rcafon lawfully acquired the government and do- 
minion of that new world. But fuch an imaginary' 
title, founded on fuch a filFy pretence, without being 
in poffcffion, ^cannot poffibly create any true and law- 
ful right. The beft ri^t of poffeflion ip America, is 
that whicli is founded on one's having planted colonies 
there, and fettled in fuch places as had either no inha* 
;|)itant8; or by theconfeat of the inhabitants; if there 
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were any j or at lead in fomc of the wild and uncuki^ 
vated part9 of the country, which they were not nu-- 
metous enough to replenifh and improve. 

^* If this be true, aS' the Spaniards will be found to^ 
hold their poifeflions- there very unjuftly, having ob- 
tained all of them againft the will of the inhabitants,, 
and, as it were, plucked them out of their very bowels ; 
having kid the foundation of their empire in that place 
in th« blood of the poor natives, and rendered feveral 
large iilands and countries, that were in a tolerable, 
cafe when they found them, fo many 'barren defarts,. 
and rooted out all the . inhabitants there; fo the En- 
gl ifh hold their poffeffions there by the beft right im- 
aginable, efpecially thofe iflands where the Spaniards . 
have fallen upon their colonies^ and quite demoHfhcd 
them ; which iflands had no other inhabitants at all,, 
or if they had, they were all flain by the Spaniards,, 
who had 1 ike wife defer ted thefe places, and left them 
without any to improve or cultivate them-— Although 
granting 'we had beat the Spaniards out of thofe 
places where we have planted our colonies, out of 
which they had firft expelled the inhabitants, we (hould. 
have pofTefled them with better right, as the avengers 
of the murder of that people, ztkd of the injuries fuf* 
tained by them, than the Spaniards, their oppreflbrs - 
and mutderer8« 

•••AM thefe things being confidcrcd, we hope the 
time will come, when all, but efpecially true Englifli- 
men, will lay afide their private animolitieB among, 
themfelves, and renounce their own proper advantages, . 
rather than, through an exceffive defire 'of that fmall 
profit to be made by trading with Sp^in, which can- 
not be obtained but upon luch conditions as are dif- 
honourable, and in fome fort unlawful ; and which 
may likewife be got fome other way ; . to expofe, as 
they now do, the fouls of many young traders, by 
thofe terms upon which fhey now live and trade there ; . 
and fuffer the livei and fortune! of oiany Chrifliaa 
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brethren in America, and, in fine, thehonour of this 
whole fiation to be expofed." 

Having thus declared- the rcafon^ of his proceed- 
ings, the ProtcAor, in order to make the beft of 
Gage's information, fitted out a fleet, with a force 
fufficient, as he thought, to feize Hifpaniola and 
Cuba. When the time of fetting out, this fleet came 
on, all n^en wondered whither it (hould he defigned. 
Some imagined it was to rob the church of Loretto ; 
and this apprehenfion occafioned ^ fortification to be 
drawn round it : others talked of Rome itfclf ; for the 
Protedor*« preachers often gave out, ** that if it were 
not for the divifions at hoaie, he would go and fack 
Babylon." Others thought the defign was againft 
Cadiz, though he had not yet broke with Spain. The 
French knew nothing of the fecret, and.the ProtcAor^ 
not having finiflied his alliance with them, was not 
obliged to impart to .them^ the realbn of his prepara- 
tions. All he faid about it was this, ** that he fent 
out the fleet to guard th? fea^, and to reftore Eng- 
land to its dominion on that element.'' 

This fleet, cqnfilling of about thirty men of war, 
under the command of Vice-admiral Penn, with about 
four thoufand land foldiers, to be commanded by Ve- 
nables, fct fail the beginning of this year, direAly for 
Barbadoes^ where the two commanders were ordered 
to break open their commiffions. Being fafcly arrived 
there, and new men taken in to cncreafe the land army,, 
they failed to the ifland of Hifpaniola. Venables 
landed his men in an ill place, different from the or- 
ders he had received from the Proteftor, and marched 
them through fuch thick woods' and uneafy pafl'ages, 
that the Spaniards, with a very unequal number, beat 
them back ; and they were foonr forced to re-embark. 
To make fome amends for this mifcarriage, th^y made 
another defcent on the ifland of Jamaica, and obtained 
an Cfify pofFeflion of it ; which ifland has ever fince re- 
mained in the hands of the Englifti : where leaving a 
good body of foot to fecure it, they failed back to 
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. England. - The Proteftor was never fo much difturbcd 
as at this difafter at Hifpaniola ; fq that Penn and 
Vcnablcs were no foon-cr came on fhore, but l>c com- 
inuted them both to the Tower, and could never be 
|>fcvallcd on to truft either of them again. 

One of our p&h'tical veeekly writers, in a letter' 
upon the fitnefc of a late defign that ^mfortunatcly 
mifcarried, has fome pai-agraphs relating to this ex- 
pedition that are very much to the ProtcAor's^advaa- 
tage, and therefore ought not to be* here omitted. • 

" Thefc thoughts on the fitnefs of the de%n, fayJ 
the letter- writer, may, I think, be well fup^orted, by 
obferving the councils ^nd de/ign of Crpmwell, in hi» 
expedition tg the Spanifti Weft- Indies i of which I the 
rather chufc tofpeak, becaufe that matter is generall]^ 
mifconceivcd, arid it is mifreprefentc4 by our npbl% 
hiftorian Lord Ckireftdon — 'But Mr Burchett, in hi« 
naval hiftory hath ffiycn^us a copy of Cromweir« io- 
ftrudioQS to VenabTes, which is fupcrior to all other 
teltimony. Lord Clarendon fays, that their orders 
were very particular and very pofitive, *hat they (hould 
knd' at fuch a place at Hifpaniola, which was de- 
fcribed to th^m. Whereas their orders were at Ipge 
and general 5 viz, to purfue fuch methodjs as they 
found proper for the general defign^of gaining an in- 
tereft in the Spanifh Weft- Indies ; and therefore the 
inftrudlions fay, " We fhall not tie you iip to a mef 
thod, by any particular inftrudions, but only com* 
municate to you what hath been under our confidc- 
ration." "^ 

It appears plainly from thefe inftruAions, that hia 
aim was«not fo pidling as t.o take St Domingo, with 
the ifland of Hifpaniola, Even taking the Havanna, 
with the ifland vof Cuba,/ though it was within the 
compafs ^f his inftrudtions, yet he confidered it only 
as part of the outworks to his greater defign ; for the 
treafures arc upon the contineht, not i« the iflands. 
The latter arc of ufeas fteps, or fecurities to the far- 
mer. He therefore meant a rich fettleaneat on the 
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continent; had his eye particularly on Carthagena, 
which he intended for the chief feat of the Brltifh em- 
pire in that part of the world j and which would give 
a £mal decifion to all difputes^ and prevent all further 
difturbances from Spain. , 

And immedietely upon the news of having taken 
Jamaica', he loit no time, fays Lord Clarendon > but 
fent prefently a good fquadron of fhips, and a recr:uit 
of fifteen hundred men, refolvin^ to make continual 
war on the Spaniards from that place. 
^ Thcfe inftniAions of CromweU's were general, as 
I hath been faid, to make a conqueft as they found 
themfelyes able ; and the intent was that it niould 
be i holding one. To that end there are, two or 
three methods commnnicated to the commander in 
chief, which had been before • under the confideration 
cf the council* They are fo curious^ and to much to 
our prefent purpofe, that it will not be unacceptable, 
I believe, to tranfcribe » part of them. ^ 

*^ The firft method is to land on fome of the ifTands, 
particularly HifpanioJa and St John's [i. e. fqrto 
I Rico] one or both ; which being poffcfled and brought 
I under obedience, from thence you may fend force for 
i the taking of the Havanna, which' is the back door to 
-the Weft- Indies. The taking of'tbe Havanna is/fo 
^ confiderable, that we have had thoughts of beginning 
'. the firft attempt upon that fort and the ifland of Cuba ; 
I and do ftill judge it worthy of confideration. 

Another way is for the prefent to leave the iflands, 
a-nd to make the firil attempt on the main land, in ont 
or more places, between the river Oronooque and 
' Porto- Bello, aiming therein chiefly at Carrhag.-na, 
\ which we would m^ake the feat of the intended defign ; 
wherein- if you have fuccefs, you will probably be 
mailers of all tht Spafnilh treafure, which comes from 
Peru, by way of Panama in the South- fea to Porto* 
Bello in the North-fta. You will have houfes ready 
built, a country ready planted, and moft of the people 
lodiansi whp will fubmit to you« 
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There is a third confideration, relating both to the 
ifiands and the main^ which is to make the firft at- 
tempt upon St Domingc^ or/ Porto- Rico, one or both, 
and having fecured them, to go immediately to Car- 
thagena." 

Now it will be obferved, that thefe defigns were 
formedj and the fleet and forces fent; not the year after 
the war was proclaimed, but in the year before ; he 
cttecmlng that the war was begun by them, when 
they began to pradlice fome depredations on the En- 
gli(h, though not to be named with what (lath fincebeea 
done. Moreover, it will be obferved that the defign 
was fecret $ not fo fecret ^ndeed, as to end in nothing, 
and leave fufpicion that no greater matter was ever in- 
tended ; but fo as to be concealed from the enemy ; 
not altogether from any fufpicion ; for that muft be 
impoffiblc ; but from any certain aflurancc ; which 
was fo far done that the Spanifh ambaffador did not 
believe it, till fraternities were entered into on the Ex- 
change in London, for carrying on plantationa at 
"Jamaica. 

About the timtf that Penn and Venafiles fct out on 
this expedition, Admiral Blake failed with another 
fleet into the Mediterranean, to fcour thofc feas of the 
Turkifti pirates ; and not meeting with any of them, 
he bravely refolved to feek them out in their ports. 
He came firft before Algiers, and fending to the Dey, 
demanded that all the Englifh fhip? might be reftored, 
and all the Englifh flaves rcleafed. The Dey here-* 
upon fent a prelent to Blake, and gave him to under- 
lland, " that the fhips and captives already taken be- 
longed to private men, therefore not fo much in his 
power ; but yet they ftiould be reftored at a moderate 
ranfome; and if the admiral thought good, they would 
conclude a peace, and for the future oSer no a6b of 
violence to any of the Englifh (hips and natives." 

A peace being accordingly concluded, Blake failed 
from thence to lunis, where, having made the fame 
demand as a( Algiers, jnftead of the like fubsnif&on^ 
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. lie- received this refolute anfwcr, *« that there, were 
their caftles of Goletta, and their fhips and caftles of 
, Porto- Ferino ; he might do his worft, for be (hould 
not think to fright them with the fight of his fleet,** 
Provoked at this alifwer,' Blake refolved to deftroy 
their (hips in Porto- Ferino. Accordingly he ordered 
his" captains to man their long^-boats with ftout fca- 
inen, and fent them into the harbour to fire thofp 
(hips, whilft the admiral with all his fleet thundered 
, joioft furioufly againfl their caflles The fcam^n fo 
bravely performed their parts, that ^U the Turkish 
/hips of war were foon reduced to afhesy with the lofs 
,of only twenty- five men, and forty eight wounded, 
»on the Engl ifh fide. Thefe were aAioHs of the higheft 
<condu& and courage, which made the Englifh name 
irery formidable in thofe Teas. 

There was another reafon of Blake's failing into the 
Mediterranean ; which was, to detnand fatisfadion of 
all princes and dates, that h:^d molefied the Englifli in 
4he time of confufion at home. Accordingly, among, 
other places^ he failed to Leghorn, and dilpatched his 
iecr?tary#to <lemand of the Great Duke of Tufcanny 
€o,oool. for damages fuftained by the Englifh in hia 
•dutchy ; Prince Rupert having taken and fold as many 
jEDglifh ihipa, tis amounted tathat value, to the Great 
Duke's fubjeds. The Duke was willing to pay part 
of the fum, and defired time to confult th< f*ope about 
ithe reft. Blake'faid, the Pope had nothing to do 
with it, and he would have the whole ftim ; which 
was paid him. The Duke pretended that the Pope 
ought to pay part of the damage, fome of the fliips 
having been fold to his,fubjeft8j actordingly the next 
fuccecding Pope repaid 20,000 piiloleg. Adm.ial 
Blake fcnt home fixteen fhips laden with the efFeds he / 
had received from fcveral ftates, for fatisfadiona and 
dan^ages : and they were ordered to fallijp the Thames- 
togtiher, for a pitafant fpcftacle to ihc people. 

The King of Spain, provoked at the late at tempt 
upon the Wtli- Indies, declared war agaiuft Euj^laadj 
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^nd the Protestor difpatched orders to Admiral Biake, 
to watch the return df the 3paniih plate-fleet, and 
make what deftruftion he could upon the coafls of 
Spain ; and thought fit now to iinifti his alKancc With 
France, fending Lockh art hjs ambaffador thither for 
that end. His Highnefs undertook to fend over an 

. army oJF fix thoufand foot ; and when the forts of 
Dunkirk and Mardy{(.e fiioiM be taken, they were to 
be^put into his hands. 

Admiral Blake, -and Montague, afterwards Earl , of 
6andwich, having blocked up the port of Cadiz for 
fome weeks, without being able to bring the Spaniards 
to a fight, were dbliged to fail to Wyers-bay in Por- 
tugal, to take in fupplies. They left behind them 
Captain 'Stayner, with only feven (hips; who, while 
the conamanders were retired, perceived th^ Spanifk . 
plate-'Bcet making direAly to Cadiz. Notwithftand- 
ing the fmall force he had with him j Staynef refolv-4 
ed to fall on the Spauiards ; which he did with fuch 
fuccefs, that in a few hoyrs the whole fleet was fpoil- 
ed. One fliip was funk, another burnt, in which the 
Viceroy of Mexico, with his lady, perifliAl in the 
dames : two were forced on ground ; one got off, and 
two remained in the conqueror's hands ; which being 
brought to Portfmouthj the bullion, to the value -of 
two millions, was there landed, and conveyed in cart]^ 
to London, as a trophy of this great vi6lory *. 

Blake being returned t» Cadiz, and having there 
rode out the winter of 1657, he received intelligence^ 
that another Spanifh plate-fleet, much richer than the 
former, was coming home ; but, for fear of the Eng- 

/ glifh fleet, had put into, the bay of Santa-Cruz in the 
Canaries. Upon this Blake weighed anchor April 
the 13th, and by the 20th Hood off the faid bay; 
where he accordingly found the galleons arrived, to 
the number of fixteen men of war. ,The bay was fe- 

• Sec (in the Appendix, N6. II. of the potn-.s) Mr Waller's 
beautiful poem on this vi^ory, eutided. Of a war with SpaiQ^ 
^od fight ai ScA by Oenoral MonU^e. 
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Cured b^a ftrong caftlp well furniftied with ordnance^ 
befides feven forts more in fevcrals parts of it, mount- 
ed with .fix, four, and three gun's a-piece, and" united 
by a line of communication from one fort to another, 
which was manned with mufquctecrs. Don, Diego 
Diagues, the Spanifh admiral, caufcd all his fmaller 
fhips to moor clofe to the fhorc, covered by the caftles 
and forts, and poftedt the fix large galleons farther off 
at anchor, with their formidable broadfides at fea* A 
Dutch merchant-man was at this time in the bay, 
the mailer whereof perceiving the Englifh were ready 
to enter, defircd Don Diego^s leave to depart : " For, 
faid he, I am very fure Blake will be prefently among 
us." To which the Don refolutely anfwered, " Get 
you gprie i/you wilUand let Blake come if be dares.'* 
Blalce having called a council of war> and finding it 
"impracticable to carry off the galleons, refolved to 
burn them alT ;, to which end he ordered Captain Stay* 
ner, with a fquadron, to ftand i^ito the very bay ; who 
by eight the next ntorning fellfurioufly on the Spa* 
niaj^ds, without the leaft regard to their forts, and 
bought them almofi: an hour. The admiral feconding 
him, potted fome of the largjer fhips to cannonade .the 
cattle and forts ;, which played their parts fo well, that 
the enemy was forced to leave them. Blake for the 
fysLCt of four years engaged the galleons, which made 
a brave refittance, ^ut were at laft abandoned by the 
enemy t as were likewife the fmaller vefTels,' which lay 
under the forts ; which were burnt by S^tayncr, whilit 
Blake did the fame by the large galleons : fo that this 
whole plate-fleet, of ineftimable value, was utterly de- 
ftroyed, without the lofs of one Englifh fhip, and with' 
jio more than forty-eight men killed, and an hundred 
and twenty wounded^ The nev^s of this brave and' 
unparalleled a£iion> being brought to England, the 
parliament ordeied a day of thankfgiving for this 
great fuccefs ; and the Proteftor, at their defire, fent ' 
the admiral a diamond ring of 500I. value, and knight- 
ed Stayncr at his return to England. 

Q2 
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i Blake, after this noble exploit, failed back to Spaiff^ 

' whence, after having long kept all their ports in awe,, 

he returned for England. But falling fict of a fever, 
he died in the 59th year of his age, juft as the fleet 
was entering into Plymouth Soojidtj where he paffioa- 
ately enquired for the land, bat found his own ekment 
the proper bed of honour. He had a public funeral 
juftly beftowed upon him, and the honour of being in- . 
terred in Henry the Seventh's chapel. The Lord 
Gkrendon fay&, ** He was the firll man that declined 
the old track, and made it manifeft, that the naval 
fcience might be attained in lefs tixQie than was ima* 
gined ; and defpifed thofe rules which had been long 
in pra£^ice, to keep his fhips and his men out of dan- 
ger, vvhich had been held in former times, a point of 
great ability and circumfpe6lion ; as if the principal 
art rfeqiiifite in the captain of a (hip, had been to be 
fure to come home fisfe again. He was the firft maa 
who brought fhips to contemn caftles on fhore, which.- 
Had been thought ever very formidable, and were dif-^ 
cover v^d by him to make a noife only, atid to fright 
thole ivho could rarely be hurt by them. He was the- 
firil that infufed that proportion of courage into the 
fearoen, by *ftiaking them Fee by experience, what 
mighty things they could dp, if they were refolved j 
■ and taught ihem to fight on (hore as well as upon water : 
and though he hath- been very \<;tll imitated and fol- 
lowed, he wa& the firft tha^t gave the example of that, 
kind of naval courage, and bold and refolute atchieve* 
mcTits.'* A very proper fervant this to fuch a maltet 
as Cromwell ! 

Blake had a very great regard to the honour of his 
country, and the Engl I (h dominion of the Las. One 
inftance of his care to prefelrve this honour, mentioned 
by Bilhop Burnet^ 1 cannot omit. He fays, that 
Blake happening to be at Malaga with the fleet, before 
Cromwell made war upon Spain, fome of the fcamcn 
going afhore, met the hoft, as it was carrying about, 
and not only refbfed to pay any honour to it, but 
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laughed at thdfe that did. Whereupon one of the 
prlefts ftirred up the people to refcnt this affront ; and 
fq they fell upon them, and beat them feverely. The 
feamen returning to their (hip, and complaining of the 
ufage they had met with, Blake immediately difpatch- 
cd a trumpeter to the viceroy, to demand the. prieft 
^who had been the chief occafion of it ; to vfrhich the 
viceroy returned this anfwer, " that he had no autho- 
rity over the prieftsy and fo could not difpofe of him.'* 
But. Blake fent him word again, ** that he would not 
enquire who had power to fend the pried' to him ; but 
if he were not fent within three hours, he would burn 
their town.*' And fo being unable to refift, they fent 
the prieft to him ; who jullifying himfelf upon the 
rude behaviour of the feamen, Blake anfwered, " that 
If he had fent a complant to him of it, he would have 
punifhed them feverely, (ince he- would not fuffer his 
men to affront the eflabUfhed religion of any place ; 
but he took it ill, that he iiet on the Spaniards to do 
it ; for be would have all the world know, that an 
Englifhman was only to be punifhed by an Englifh- 
man.'* And fo he civilly treated the prieft, and dif«. 
miffed him, being fatisfie.d that be had him at his mer« 
cy. Cromwell was exceedingly pleafed with this* and "^ 
iread the letters in council with great fatisfa6iion, tel- 
ling them, *^ he hoped he fhould make the name of an 
EngJifhman as great as ever that of a Roman had 
been.*' 

While I am fpeaking of the Proteiftor's great cai^ 
to aftert and maintain the fbvereignty of the fea, and 
the honour of the Englifh. nation, a paffage occurs from 
a printed fpeech made in the houfe of commons, by 
Mr Poultney, in a debate on the complaints of the 
Weft India merchants, two feflions before the prefent 
war againft Spain was declared. It contains perhaps 
as remarkable a ftory as is any where to be met with, 
and the rtfledions on it arc equ^ly honourable to 
Cronowell, and worthy of the gentlemen that made 
themj who was neither afraid nor afhamed to introduce 
0^3 
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the condtt^ of one we call an ufurper, as a pattern to-, 
l^al kings, and modern mipiflers. 

" We have been negotiating and treating with Spaiiv. 
for thefe twenty years, feys this great patriot, about 
nothing that 1 know of, unlefs it was about reparation^ 
and fecurity for our. merchants ; and" yet, during that 
whole time, they have been, plundering and abufing 
our merchants, almoft without intermifiSon. If ^ na-- 
tion*8 being fubjeA to daily infults arid injuries Is not: 
^ circumftance, that ought to make it peremptory in; 
its demands, I am ftire no circumftarice can. This h^s 
been our cafe for many years, and will' be our cafe, till^ 
Spain be made to acknowledge, in the moft cxprefa. 
and particular terms, every ope of- thofe right* they- 
tiow pretend to difpute; Ought tiot this to make us. 
peremptory in our demands? Ought not it to have- 
made us peremptory long ago ?: If we had peremptorily 
infifted upon full fatisfaftion and reparation, for the 
very firft injury that was offered us,, i may venture to, 
gffirm, we mould never have been expofed to a fecond. . 
Nay, if .we confider that our infults and injuries were- 
inflidted without any ceremony^ we ought to have ufed; 
as little ceremony in. the revenging tfeem ; and to have 
taken fatisfj^dtionj without being at any great pains to. 
demand it. But, I. hope, this h Dt)t even ret. too 
late." 

This was- what Oliver Gromwell did in a like cafe,, 
t^afr happened during his government, and in a cafe- 
where a more powerftl nation was concerned than ever 
Spain dould pretend to be. In the hiftories of his. 
time we are told,, that an English merchant-fhip waa. 
taken in the chops, of^ the channel, carried into St 
Maloes, and Jhcre conBfcated upon fome groundlefs . 
pretence. As foon as the mailer of the (hip, who wa» . 
an honeft Quaker,, got home, he prefented a petition 
to the Proteftor in council, fetting forth his, cafe, and 
praying for rcdrefs. Upon hearing the ^ petition, the 
^rotettor told liis councili he would take that affair 
upon hlmfclf, and orderedi ihc.man to attend him next. 
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morning. He examined him ftndly as to all the clr- 
cu^ilances 6f his cafe, and finding by his ^nfwers that 
he was a plain honeftr man, and that he had been con- 
cerned in no unlaiwful trade,, he a^ed him, If he would^ 
fo to Paris with a letter ? The man anfwercd he could. 
iTell then, fty^ the Protcd^or,. prepare for your jour* 
ney, aiid come to rae-to-morrbw morning.. Next mor- 
ning he gave him a letter to^ Cardinal Mazarine, and' 
told him he mail! ftay. but thvee days for an anfwer. 
The anfwer I meanVfays he, is, the full valu^ of what 
you might have made of your fhip and cargo ; and tell' 
the Cardinal,, that if it is ik>t paul ypu in three days,, 
you have exprefs ordet-^from ifte to return home. The 
boneft,. blunt Quaker, we may -fuppofe,. followed his^ 
inftrn&iont to a title ; but the Cardinal, according to 
tlie manner of miniilerA^when they are any way pref^ 
fed, began to (huffllc : therefore the Quaker returned^ 
as he was bid. As foon as the Protedor faw him, he 
afked, ** WelU friend, have you got your money ?**" 
|And upon the man's anfwering he had not, the Pro- 
ted^or told him, ** Then leave your dire^ion with my 
fecretary, and you fhall foon hear from me." Upon 
tlrls occafion, that great man did not day to negotiate^, 
or to explain,, by long tedious memorials, the reafon 
ablenefs of. his demand, ^o ; thoagh there was a^ 
French minifter refiding here, be did not fo much as 
acquaint him with the dory, but immediately fent a mai^ 
of war or two to the channel, with orders to feize every 
French /hip they could meet with. Accordingly, they 
returned in a few days with Iwp or three Frcndi prizes^ 
which the Protestor ordered* to be immediately ibid, 
and out of the produce,' he paid the Quaker what he 
demanded for the (hip and cargo. Then he fent for 
the Frenc^^inifier, gave him aA account of what had 
happened, and told him there W2»s a balance, which, if 
he pleafed, fhould be paid in to him', to the end that: 
he might deliver it to thofe of his countrymen, who 
were the owners of the French ftiips, that had been f©^ 
taken'and fold. 
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This was Oliver Crom^^eirs manner of negotiating^ 
this was the .method Ke took for obtaining reparation. 
And what was the confeqtience ? it produced no war 
between the two nations. No ; it made the French 
government terribly afraid of giving him the leaft of- 
fence ; and while he lived* they took fpecial care that 
no injury fhould be done to any fubjeAs of Great Bri- 
tain. This (hews that Oliver Cromwell had a genius^ 
and a capacity for government ; and however unjuftly 
he acquired his power, it is certain that this nation 
was as much refpe^ed abroad* and flouriihed as much 
at home*^ under his goverribent*.. as^'it ever did under 
any government. But when a nation has the. misfor* 
tune to have a tnan fct at the head of her affairs*^ who? 
knows nothing of foreign* who knows nothing but the 
little low detail of offices* and has neither capacity or 
knowledge beyond what can qualify him for being^ 
clerk in the treafury* or fome other public office* it i» 
then no wonder to fee that nation defpifed and infulted. 
abroad*, and difTatisfied*, mutinous*, and feditioua ati 
home.. 

II wifh'thofe who have now the diredibn of our ne- 
gotiations abroad* would aiTume* if poffible* a little 
of the fpirit and courage of Oliver Cromwell. He 
had as powerful a party to^ druggie with at home* as 
ever any minifter had ; but. hd never allowed the dan- 

fer he was in from that party* to deter him frdm vin-^ 
icating* upon all occaiions* the honour and intereft of 
his country abroad. He had too much good fehfe to 
manage in fuch a pufilanimous manner ; for he knew 
that fuch management would have increafed the party 
Bgainft him* and would have made them more daring* 
as Well as more numerous. If our prefent negotiators,, 
or thofe who have the dire6iion of our Q£gotiatiolis» 
take example by him* I am fure they" will not accept 
of any general acknowledgments or promifes. 

To proceed : As vi^ory crowned the Protc^or'a 
arms by fea* fo his fofces by land were not unfuccefs- 
£al. The 6ooe mca which his Highnefs wa» obliged 
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by his treaty with France to provide, being tranfpprt- 
ed under the command of Sir John;' Reynolds, and Ma- 
jor general Morgajfi,' *thc French had no inclination to 
begin upon Mardyke or Dnnkirkr which when taken^ 
were to be put into Cromwell's bai^ds ; but marched". 
to other {Uaces^ which they were to conquer for their 
Own ufe. But his Highnefs^ft ambaflador, Lockhart^, 
L mjidt fuch repeated reprefentations to the Cardinal, not 
I without fonw menaces,'' " that his mailer knew where 
i - to find a more punctual friend,** that as foon as they^ 
i had taken Montmedy and St Venant, the army inveft- 
f . cd Mardyke. The French and Engl i(h had not iaiu' 
before this ftrong place above four^ days, when it was 
i reduced to (un;ender upon compofition, and delivered 
lip whoHy into the poffcfiion of the Englifh- But pre- 
fcntly after, the French being withdrawn into their' 
wintcr-i^uariersr the Spaniards, who were fcnfible oF 
what great importance this* place was to th^ prcferving. 
~ of Dunkirk^ detached a body of horfe and fopt to re- 
take it.. Among thefc were 2000 Englifh and Irifh^ 
commanded by the Du^je of York , and they made- 
! two very furious- ftorms upon the fort ; but were ftout» 
ly repuffed, and forced to- ^y, wfth th^ lofs of'ftverat 
brave commajlderfr. 

Marfhal Turenne comiwanded the army that took 
\ Mardyke ; to whom Cardinal Mazarine- wrote thus, at 
I Lockhart's inftance, before the fiege : " Nothing cai^ 
I be of more fatal confequence to France, than the lofs 
' of Cromwell's friendfhip, and the breach of the union 
[ with him;, which certainly will be broken, if fome 
lirong town is not taken, and put into his hands." 
r 1 his conqu<fft was very grateful to Cromwell, who 
immediately fent ten men of war to guard the port of 
Mardyke, and cruize on that coaft. ' A foreign writer, 
fpeakiiig^of this mattct, fays, "^Jothing could flatter 
the ambition of Cromwell more than this acquifitiof?^ 
knowing that he had thereby won imniortal glory : he 
had, without thef lofs of a man, accomplifhed^ defign^ 
which the greateft Kings of England had ofteu at* 
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tempted in vain, at tihe expence of tlieir people's blooi 
and trcafure : tie had re-eftablifhed the Engh'fh on the 
continent, and put'them in^ condition to makethem- 
fclves mafters of both fides of the channel, which had 
been dcfpaircd of fihce the lofs of Calaia. 

Not long after the taking' of Mardylife,- ad attempt 
was made upon Oftehd, but without fticcefs : for fome 
of tht& garrlfon having contraded with Mazarine to- 
dcliver it up^ it appeared that this was only a- feint, 
^arrjed on with the privity of the governor,' whp de- 
fended hiwfelf bravely u^hen the bcfiegers appeared, 
killing and taking i 500 Frenqh that were landed^ and 
forely gaJHnr the Engl ifh fleet from the forts'. Bat 
this difappomtment had no very ill- effc^ ; forprefent- 
ly after ^Dunkirk was inverted ^y the French, affifted by 
the 6000 valiant EngJi/hmen, rinder th€ infpedion of 
Lockhart, the protc^or's aiirtbalfador, but more imme- 
diately under the command of Major- genaralMorgan**- 
Whiift they were carrying on theiy approaches towards* 
the town, they had intelligence brought them, that the 
Spanifh general Don Johirt of ^uftri«, with the Prince 
f>f Conde, the Prince de Ligny, and the Dukes of 
York and Glpucefter, were advancing with ^0,000 iiien- 
to relieve the place. Hereupon the Fri^nch King and; 
Cardinal wei'e perftiaded to withdraw to Calais,, and 
J^ave all to be determined by a council of war. In the' 
fir it council', which was held without either Lockhart 
or Mot^any it was refdlved to raife the fiege, if the 
enemy came on. B\it in" the next,, when thofe two^ 
were prefent, Morgan vehemently oppofed that rcfolu- 
tion, aHedging, ** what a difhonour it would be to the 
crown of France to have fummoned a place, and broke 
ground before it, and then raife t^ fiege, and run a*- 
way ;*' ani(l defiring 'the council to confider, that if 
they raifed the fiege, the alliance with England would 
be broken, the fame houp. Upon which it was r«folv- 
ed, contrary to their former intention, to give battle 
to the enemy, if they came on, and to maintain th6 
fiege.. And th/e enemy coming, on^, a defperate fight 
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f enfued, in which the Spaniards wefe in a manner to« 
1^ tally routed by the Englifh, before the French came 
^ in. At the end ,of the purfuk, Mar(hal Turenne, with 
r above I oo officers, came up to the Englifli, and en> 
' bracing the officers, faid, " They never faw a more 
glorious a£kion in their lives ; and that they were fo 
tranfpQrted with the tight of it, that they had not 
power to move, or do auy thing *' 
■ The Spani(h army being entirely vanquifhcd, the 

I confederates renewed their attempts upon the town of 
\ Dunkirk, with great vigour and indudry ; and the 
I Marquis de Leda, the governor, being mortally wOund- 
[ cd, as be was faUing^ out upon the -befieger^ the Sp^i* 
I niards within defircd a prefent capitulation: :which 
^ being granted, this important place was furrcndered 
\ upon articles on the 25th of June i6^S.; when it waji 
I immediately delivered up into the hands of the Eng- ^ 
I lifh, by the French King and Cardinal in perfon, pur-» 
[ fiiaAt to the treaty ^between <hem an^ the Lord-jpro- 

te^or. 
^' Tbw3 did Cronawcll, in a vepy (hortstiinci* and widi 
little expence either of men or money, render himfelf 
I abfolute mader of the Britifh channel t: but fo contrary 
[ to his were the meafures taken in the fuccefding reign 
' of King Charles LL that in the fecond year of that 
licentious prince, one of whofe chief ends in getting 
money -was to oblige -his miftreff^s, Dunkirk was pu- 
blicly fold to the French^: •.* which tranfadion^ fays 
iBifhop Burnet, mightily impaired the King's credit 
abroad ; and the damage we have fuffered from it 
fince, has made thie bargain often refleded on with fe- 
I verity at home/' It was in fa6i this falc, and the o- 
ther ft^ps taken in the fame reign, that contributed 
[ more to the aggrandizing of the French, than any 
' engagement that can be attributed to Cromwell. " It 
appeared, fays another modern writer, when King 
Charles had fold Dunkirk, which Cromwell kept ^s a 
: fecurity for. Ea^land, and the Fre»ch King had fur- 
I prifed many citiei aadpromces to a vait increafe of 
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empire, that a treaty with Spain was more preferable 
for the prefervation of the balance of poWcr. But was 
'it poffible for any fuch thing as the fale of Dunkirk to 
enter into fuch a head as Cromwells ? He would as 
foon have fold Portfinouth. And had Dunkirk been 
ftill kept in Englifh hands, Cromweirs French treaty 
would never have been con^pJainedjof.'* 

Sir William Temple affurds us farther, that Cardi- 
nal Mazarine having furmounted his own d^Dgers, and 
the difficulties incident to a minority, purfucd the plan 
left him by his predeccff^r, and by the affiftance of an 
immortal body of 6000 Englllh, made fuch a progrelfe 
in Flanders, that Cromwell perceived the balance wa« 
turned, and grown too heavy on the t'rench jGd?2 
whereupon he difpatchcd a gentleman privately to 
Madrid, to propofe there a change of hi« treaty with 
France, into one with Spain ; by which he would 
draw his forces over into their fervice, and make them 
10,000, upon condition, their firft a6iion (Ivoul^ be to 
faefiege Calais, and when taken, to put it into his 
hands. The perfun fen£ upoii this errand M^as paft the 
Pyrenees, when he was overtaken by the news of 
CromwelPs death. This was foon followed by a peace 
jbctweea the %wo crowns, called the peace of the Py- 
renees." Thus we fee that with whomfoever the Pro*» 
tedor fidcd, his deiign was to ag^andize andjlrength- 
en the Englifh, and to keep the balance of power in 
his own h^nds. 

Though the Proteftor Kved but a very fhort time 
after the taking of Dunkirk, yet he received greater 
fnarks of honour and efteem from the French court, 
than were fhcwn to any crowned head 4n Europe. He 
fent over the Lord Falcon bridg'c, his fon in-law, with 
a numerous aivd fplendid, reti-nue'to Calais, where th.e 
King and cardinal then were ; who received him as a 
fovt reign prince, the cardinal giving him his right- 
hand in his' apartment, which had never been done to 
the mpcrial Ambaffador, nor even to the Pope'? nuncio« 
Ana when his Lord/hip took his leave, both Uic King 
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and his minifler loaded him with rich pr^fents^ fome 
of which /were for the ProtcAor, and others for him- 
felf. The compViment was returned to Cromwell by a 
very folemn. embaify^from France, which furpafTed moft 
. appearances of the fame kind. But the rroteftor's. 
death put ah end to the further effeds of this alliance!. 

This wonderful nian, from the very beginning of 
his^adminiftration, was complimented and courted by 
moft of the powers around him, who acknowledged bis 
fovereignty, and gave him the title of Highnefs. All 
nations contended, as it were, by their ambaifadprsy 
who (hould render themfelves moft acceptable to him. 
Denmark had the favour of being taken into theT)utch 
treaty, upon the good terms of making the ftates re* 
fponfible for 140,0001. to repair the damage which 
the Englifh had fuf&red from the Daoes^ About the 
fame time, by the negotiation of his ambaflador White- 
lock, he made a firm alliance with the kingdom of 
Sweden. He forced Portugal to fend an ambaflador 
to beg peace, and to fubmit to makfe (atisfadion for 
the offence they had comhiitted in rcceivine Prince 
Rupert, by the pAyment of a great fum qT money. 
Even France and Spain, in his earlieft days, fued for 
an alliance with him, and fent over their minifters for 
that purpofe, whom he received with all /the ftate and 
folemnity of a fovereign prince,/ He exaggerated no- 
thing therefore in hisTpeech to his fecond parliament^ 
which he inadc in favour of his own government. 

The truth is, his name beciime, formidable every- 
where. His favourite alliance was with Sweden ; for 
Charles Guftavus and he tfvcd in great conjun6iion of 
councils. But the ftates of Holland fo<ireaded him, 
that they took carv to give him no manner of um- 
brage : infomuch that when t,be King or his brother 
came at any time to vifit their fitter, the Princefs of 
Orange, a deputation of the ftates was immediately 
with them, to let them know they could have no 
ftielter there. All Italy in like manner trembled at 
his namci and feemed to be under si panic fear as long 
R 
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as he lived. His fleet fcoured the Mediterrai^eany and 
tlfcc Turks durft not offend him, but delivered up 
jiyde, the King's atnbafTador there, who was brought 
over and executed for affuming that charaSer. 

The jufticc done by him on Don Pantaleon-fa, a 
very eminent perfon, and brother to the Portugucfe 
ambaffador, was wjiat mightily raifed the reputation 
of his power. This man had been guilty of a murder, 
and taken fanduary in his brother's houfe, who in- 
fifted upon the privilege due to his charafter. But 
Cromwell obliged him to deliver up the criminal, who 
being tried by a jury of half EngHfli and half foreign- 
ers, was' condemned to die ; and accordingly was be- 
headed on Tower-hill. And it is very remarkable, 
that on the day of his execution, the Portuguefe ambaf- 
fador was oliliged to fign the articles of peace between 
the two laatlona ; whereupon he immediately went out 
of town. And it is obferved of this affair, to the ho- 
nour of the Proteftor, that whatever reafon the houfe 
of Auftria had to hate his memory, the Emperor Leo- 
pold, near twenty years after Cromwell's death, brought 
it |is a precedent to jullify his carrying off the Prince 
of Furftemburg at the treaty of Cologne, notwithftand- 
ing his tcing a plenipotentiary, for the ele6kor of that 
Tiame. And in the printed manifefh) publiftied by the 
Emperor on that ocealion, this piece of Cromwell's 
juftice is related at large. 

It Was while Don Pantaleon*fa lay under fentence 
©f death, that the Latin panegyric, a tranflatiori of 
which is given in the Appendix, was prefented to 
Croihwell, then Lofd-general only, in order to foften 
him in favour of that Portuguefe noblemaOr: This cir- 
cumftance very much heightens the idea of Cromwell's 
inflexibility^ that it was proof againft one of the mod 
artful and fina pieces of flattery that perhaps ever was 
writ ; and which was the more daogerous as it came 
from a foreigner, invefled with a public charafter, andy 
at a timp when every body was in doubt what fyftem 
pf government the general intended to introduce*. 
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' Few Frinces, fays Well wood, ever bore their cha- 
raftcr- higher upon all occafions, than Oliver Crom- 
well, cfpecially in his treaties with crowned heads. 
And it is a thing without example, that is mentioned 
by one of the beft informed hiftorians of the age, Puf- 
fendorf, in his life of the latie Eledor of Brandenburgh ; 
that in Cromwell'^ league with France and 'Spain, he 
would not allow the French King to call hirafelf King - 
of France, but of the French; whereas he took 'to 
himfelf not jonly the title of Protedor of England, hut 
likewife of France. And which is yet mbrefurprifing, 
and hardly to*be believed^ but for the authority of the 
author, the Proteftor's name was put before the French 
King's, in his inftrument of the treaty. 

During his adminift^ration, there were two fignal 
inftances given him to (hew his zeal in protedling the 
proteftants, which advanced his character abroad. The 
Duke of Savoy raifed a new perfecution of the Vaudoi$, 
maiTacring many, and driving the reft from their habi- 
tatioiis. Whereupon Cromwell fent to the French 
court, demanding of them to oblige that Duke, whom 
he knew to be in their power, to put a ftop to his un- 
juft fury, or otherwife he muft break with them. The 
Cardinal objected to this as liireafonable : he would do 
ood offices, he faid, but could not anfwer for the ef- 
:c6ls. However, nothing would fatisfy the Prbtedlcr, 
till they obliged the Duke to reftore all that he had 
taken from his proteftant fubjeds, and to renew their 
former privileges. Cromwell wrote on.this occafion la 
the Duke himfelf^ and by miftake omitted the title of 
Royal Highnefs on his letter ; upon which the major 
part of the council of Savoy were for returning it un- 
opened : but one of them reprefcnting, that Cromwell 
would not pafs by fuch an affront, but would certainly 
lay Villa Franca in afhes, and fet the Swifs cantons 
upon Savoy, the letter was read, and, with the Cardi- 
nal's influence, had the defired fuccefs. The Prottdtor 
alfo raifed money in England far the poor fufFlrcrs, 
and fent^over an agent to fettle all their affairs. 
R 2 
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At another time there happened 9 tumult at Nifmes, 
wherein fome difordef had been committed by the 
Huguenots. They b^ing apprebenfive of feverc pro- 
ceedings upon it, ttnt one over, with great expedition 
and fecrecy, tadefirc CromwelKs interceffion and pro- 
tedion. / This cxprefs found fo good a reception, that 
he the fame evening difpatched a letter to the Cardi- 
nal, with one inclofed to' the King ; alfo inftru6):ion» 
to his ambaffador Lockhart, requiring him citKer to 
prevail for a total impunity of that mifdemeanor, or 
immediately to come away. At Lockhart 's applica- 
tion, the diforder was overlooked ; and, though the 
French court complained of this way of proceeding, as 
a little too imperious;^ yet the neceffity of their affairs 
made them comply. This Lockhart, a wife and gal- 
lant man, who was governor of Dunkirk and ambaf- 
fador at the fame time, and in high favour with the 
ProteAor^ told Biihop Burnet, " that when he was 
fent afterwards ambafTador by King Charles, ^he found 
he had nothing of that regard that was paid to him in 
CromwdTs time.*' "^ 

To theftf two pieces of hiftory, we may add his let- 
ter to thePrince of Tarente, at another inftance of hig 
regard for the proteftant ^ligion. It was written in 
Latin by ^ikor, and is thus tranflated : 

*< Oliver, Proteftor of the commonwealth of Eng- 
land, Scotland, Ireland, 8cc, to the mod illuftrious 
Prince of Tarente, greeting : It was a very great 
plcafure and fatis&dion to hie, to perceive by your 
Highnefs's letter which you fent me, your love of re- 
ligion, and your extraordinary zeal and concern for 
the reformed churches, efpecially confidering «that you 
live in a country where fuch great things arc promifed 
to all perfons of your rank, if they forfake the ortho- 
dox faith, and fo many difcouragements are laid in the 
way of thofe who continue iledfaft. Nor was it lefs 
plcafing to me, to find that your Highnefs approved 
of my care and concern for the fame religioh, than 
which nothing ought to be more dear and precious to 
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me. And I call God to witnefs, how dctirous I ani, 
according as I have ability and opportunity, to anfivcr. 
the hope and expedation which you fay *the churches 
hmve concerning me, and to manifeU it to all. indeed 
I fhould efteem it the beft fruit of my labours, aud of 
this dignity, or office, which I hold in this comtnop.« 
vrealth, to be put into a capacity of being feryiceable 
cither to the enlargement or the fafety, or, which is 
the chief of all, the peace of the reformed church. 
Apd I earneftly exhort your Highneft that you would 
hold fait to the end the orthodox religion you have re- 
ceived from your fathers, with a firmnefs and conftancy 
of mind equal to the piety and zeal you difcover in the ■ 
profeilion of it. Nor inc^^ed can there be any thing 
more worthy of yourfelf and of your moft pious pa« 
rents ; and, though I could deiire all tjj^ngs for your > 
fake, yet I can wi(h you nothing better^ nothing more 
excellent, in return for the civilities you have /hewn 
me, than that you fo condud yourfelf, that the churches, 
efpecially thofe of your own country, ii? v'hofe difclp- , 
line you were born with fo happy a difpofition and of 
{vLch a noble family, may find in you a protedlion an« 
fwerable to the high ftation in which you are placed 
above others. Farewcl. Whitehall, June 26, 1.654. 
Your liighnefs's xaofJi afie6iionate and moil devoted,. 

OnvtiR.^ 
There was yet a farther defign, very advantageous 
to the protcftant caufe, wherewith Cromwell intended 
to have begun his kingihip, had he taken it upon him ; 
and £hat was, the infiitutinga council for thcprotellant 
religion,* in oppofition to the congregation de propagan^ 
dd fide at Rome. .This body, was to confilt of Icvcii 
counfcllors, and four fccrctaries for different provinces. 
The fecretaries were to have 500 1. faJary a piece, to 
keep (forrefpondence every where. Ten thoufand 
pounds a year was to be a fund for ordinary emergen- 
cies : farther fupplies were to be provided, as occaliuua^ 
required ; and Chelfea college, then an old ruiiioua^ 
building, was to be fitted up for their reception. Thii* 
K.3 
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was a great'defign, and worthy of the man who had 
formed it. 

The fccrct correfpondencc he keptup> from hit firft 
appearance on the theatre of affairs^ was what every 
one wondered at. When he warf only deputy of Ire- 
land) he flopped the Lord Broghill in London, as he 
was going ^ver to the King, to take out a commiifibn 
againft the parliament) and fo wroiight xm hioi) that 
iie went over in the parliament's fervice^ and continaed 
faithful id CromWell ever after. And wlien he was 
mounted to the fummit of authority, he brought, ^over 
a company of Jews into England, and gave them tole- 
ratipn to build afynagogue ; btjcaufe he knew, by rea- 
fon of their negotiation of n^ney in all countries, that 
they were excellently fitted ror the purpofc of bringing 
him intelligence. It was by the infbrmafion of one or 
thofe, who came to him in a poor beggarly habit^ that 
he intercepted a large fum of money, which the Spa- 
luards) who were then at war with him, were fending 
over in a Dutch (hip, to pay their army in Flanders. 
He alfo prevailed on Sir Richard Willis, Chancellor 
Hyde's great confident, to let him know all that pafled' 
in King Charles's court i pretending, that his aim in 
difcovering the plots of the royallfts, for whom he had 
a great tender nefs, was only to difcontert them, that 
none of thcra might fuffer-'for their raflinefs. This 
pradice of Sir Richard was not difcoyered till after the 
Protestor's death, when he ftill 'continued his corrc* 
fpondence with Thurloe,^ whofe under- fecrctary, More- 
land^ deteded him to the King. 

' There could not be any confiderable perfon*in Lon- 
don, of the^ royal party, but Cromwell immediately 
knew of it. He once told Lord Broghill, that there 
was a friend of his in town ; and upon his alking who, 
feid, my Lord Ormond ; mentioning the day when he 
arrived, and the place where he now was. Broghill 
had leave from the ProteAor to go to Ormond, and 
inform him of all this, that he might make his efc2^pc j 
which was dpiie accordingly. 
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In matters of greateft onomfnt, the Protedor trdfted^ . 
none but his fccrctary Thurloc, and oftentimes not 
hiiii. An inftance of which Thurloe ufed to tell of 
himfelf ; *^ that he was once coi^manded by Cromwell 
to go at a certains hour to Oray's Inn, and at fuch a 
place deliver a bill of 20,opo 1. payable to tlie bearer 
at Genoa, to a roan he fhould find walking in fuch a 
babk and pofOure as he defcribed .him, without fpeak- 
ing one word." Which accordingly Thurloc did: 
and never knew^ to bis dying day, either the perfon 
or the occasion, ' 

At another time the Protcftor coming late" at night 
to Thurloe's office, and beginning to give him direc- 
tions about femethiag of great importance and feCrecy, 
he took notice that Mr Morclaed, afterward Sir Sa- 
muel Moreland, was in the room, ,which he had not 
obferved before ; and fearing he might have overheard 
their difcourfe, though he preter.ded to be adeep upon 
his de(k| h< drew a ponyard, which he always carried 
under his coat, and was going to difpatch Moreland 
. upon the fpot ; if Thurloe had not 'with great in trea- 
ties prevailed with him to defill, afTuring him that 
Moreland had fat up two nights together, and was 
. now certainly faft aflgep. 

There was not the (malleft accident that befcl King 
Charles II. in his exile, but he knew it perfeAly well ; 
inforcuch that having given leave to an £ngli(h noble- 
man to travel, upon condition he (hould not fee 
X^harles Stuart ; he afkcd him, at his return, ** If he 
had pun£lua1]y obeyed his commands ?**' Which the 
other affirming he had, Cromwell replyed, " It is true 
you did not fee him ; for to keep yonr word with me, 
you agreed to meet in the dark, the candles being put 
out for that end." And withal told him all the parti« 
culars that paffed in converfation betwixt the King and 
him at their meeting. 

That he had Ipies abont King Charles was not 
ftrange : but his intelligence reached the mod fecret 
Uanf^ioDs of other princes; and when the matter was 
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qomihunicated to but very few : of which we have a 
notable inftance an the bufineis of Dunkirk. There- 
was an article, as we have obfervcd, in the treaty be- 
tween France and the Protedor, that if Dunkirk tame 
to be taken, it (hould immediately be delivered tip to> 
the Englifh ; and bis.ambafCidor Lockhart had orders 
to take poffeffion of it accordingly. When the French 
army> being joined by the Engliih auxiliariesy was In 
Its march to inveft the town, Cromwell fent one mor- 
ning for the French ambaffador to Whitehall, and up- 
braided him publicly for his mailer's defigned breach 
of promifcy in giving fccret orders to the French ge- 
neral to keep poiFcilion of Dunkirk, in cafe, it was ta- 
ken, contrary to the treaty between them» The am- 
baffador protefted he knew nothing of the matter, as- 
indeed he did not, and begged leave to affure him». 
that there was no fuch thing thought of. Upon which 
Gromwcil phlled a paper out of his pocket, "Here, 
fays he, is a copy of ihe cardinal's order : and I de- 
jQre you to difpatch immediately an exprefs^ to let him- 
know, that I am not to be impofed upon ; and that if 
he deliver not up the kc^s of the town of Dunkirk to- 
Lockhart within an hour alter it fhall be taken, tell 
him I' will come in perfon, and demand them at the 
gates of Paris. *^ There were but four perfons faid to 
•be privy to this order, thp queen-smother, the cardinal,, 
the Marefchal de Turennc, and a fecretary, whofe 
name, fays Wellwood, it is not fit to mention. The 
cardinal for a long time blamed the queen, as ihe might 
poffibly have blabbed it out to fome of her women :. 
whereas it was found after the fecretary*s death, that 
he had kept a fecret correfpondence with Cromwell for. 
feveral years ; and therefore it was not doubted but he 
had fent him the copy of the order above mentioned. 

The meffage had its eiFe& ; for Dunkirk was put 
into the poffeffion of the Englifh. And to palliate the 
matter, the Duke and Marefchal Crequy was difpatch- 
ed into England, ambaffador extraordinary, to compli*^ 
ment Cromwdl| attended witH 9 numerous itnd fplen^ 
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did tram qf perfons of quality ; among whom vrzs a 
prince 5f the |>lood, and.Mancini, Mazarine^s nephew* 
who brought a letter from his uncle to the Protedor, 
full of the higheft expreffions of rcfpcA ; and affuring 
his Highnefsy that ^' being within view of the Engliih 
^~ fhore, nothing but, the King's ^ndifpofition (who then 
lay ill of the fmall-pox at Calais) could have hindered 
! him to come over to England, that he migfit enjoy the 
[ hom>ur of waiting upon one of the greated men that 
I ever was ; and whom, next to his mafler, his greateft 
! ambition was to fcrve. But being deprived of .10 great 
an happinefsy he had fent the perfon that was neareft" 
, to him in blood> to affure him of the profound venera- 
tion he had for his perfon, and how much he was^re- 
^ folved, to the utmoft of his power, to cultivate a pcr- 
tittnal amity and friend/hip betwixt his mader and 



[ him.' 
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Four years before this, viz. on the 29th of March, 
1654, the French ambaflador, M. de Bourdeaux, had 
an audience of his Highnefs in the Banquetting-houfe, 
Whitehall, with the fame ftaU and ceremony, as is wont 
to be ufed towards fovereign princef ; when he^ad- / 
dreffed himfelf thus to him : 

<* Your moft ferene Highnefs has already received 
fome principal afTurances of the King my matter, of hia 
^dcfire to eftablifli a perfc£i correfpondency betwixt his 
dominions and England. His Majefty, this day^ gives 
to your Highnefs fome public dcmonftration of the 
fame ; and his fending his ambaffador to your High- 
nefs, does plainly (hew, that the efteem which his Ma- 
jefty makes of your ^Highnefe, and the intereft of his 
people^ have more power in his councils than many 
confiderations,' that would he of great concernment to 
a Prince lefs affected with th^ one and the other. This 
proceeding, grounded upon fuch principles, and fo dif- 
ferent from what is only guided by ambition, renders 
the amity of the King my mafter ajt confiderable for 
Its firmnefs as its utility ; for which reafon it is fo emi*. 
aenily elleemed add courted by all the greateft princes 
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and potentates of the earth. But his Majefty commu- 
nicates none to any With fo ihuch joy and chearfulne(is> 
as tof thofc whofe virtuQus afts and extraordinary me- 
rits render them more confpicuoufly famotis, than the 
largcnefs of their domir^ions. His Majefty is fcnfiblc, 
that all thofe advan^ges do wholly Tefide in your 
Highnefe ; and that the Divine Providence, after fa 
many calamities, coald not deal more favourably with 
thefe thre« nations, nor caufe them to forget their paft 
miferies with greater £atisfa6lion, than by fubmittinj^ 
them to fo juft a government. And fince it is. not fut- 
ficient for the compleating of their happinefs, to make 
them enjoy peace at home^ becaufe it depends no lefs 
on good correfpondency with nations abroad ; the 
King my mafter does not doubt but to find alfo the 
fame difpoiition in ^our Higbnefs, which his Majefty 
here expreifes in his letters. After fo many difpofitions 
exprefled both by hi^ Majefty and your HIghnefs, to- 
wards the accommodation of the two nations, there i» 
reafon to believe, that their wifhes will be foon accom* 
plilhed. As for me, I have none greater, than to be 
able to fervc the King my mafter, with the good plea- 
fure^ and fatisfadion of your HighYiefs ; and that the 
ha^pinefs 1 have, to tender tq your Highnefs tl^e firft 
afturances of his Majefty's efteem, may give me occa- 
sion, by my fervices> to merit the honour of your gr&* 
cious affeftion." 

To conclude : It appears from numberlefs inftances^ 
that as nu man pra^ifed the arts of government with 
more policy than Cromwell, fo 'he became more for- 
midable, both at home and abrofid, than moft princes 
that had ever fat upon the Englifh throne. It was 
faid, that Cardinal Mazarine would change counte- 
nance, whenever he heard him named ; fo. that it palTed 
into a proverb in France, <.< that he was not fo much 
afraid of the devil, as of Oliver Cromwell." And this 
authority Cromwell kept up till the laft : for after a 
long chain of fucceifes, he died in the peaceful pofi*ef- 
fion of the fovereign poweri though difguifed under 
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anotlier name ; l;>ut left it to a fon that little re- 
fembled himy one that had neither heart nor abi- 
lities to keep jt. The Proteftor was buried among 
our KingSy with a royal pomp, and h\% death 
-wras condoled by the greateft princes and ftates in 
Chrifftendom, in folemn embafiies to his foii. It has 
been obferved, that as the ides of March were equally 
• fortunate and fatal to Julius Caefar, fo was the third of 
September to Cromwell : for on that day he won the 
two great vidories of Dunbar and Wofcefter,in 1650^ 
and 165I9 and on that day 1658, he died. 

The author of the compleat-hiftory of England ob- 
serves, in his notes, that it remains a queftion, where 
• his body was really buried, " It was, fays he, in ap- 
pearance in Weftminfter Abbey. Some report it was 
carried below bridge, and thrown into the Thames. 
But it is moft probable that it was buried in Nafeby 
Field. This account,^ continues, he, is givep, as aver- 
red, and ready to be depofed, if occafion required, by 
Mr Barkftead, fon to Barkdead the regicide, who was 
about fifteen years old at the time of CromweJl's death : 
That the faid Barkftead his father, being lieutenant of 
.the Tower, and a great confident of Cromwell's, ,,xiid, 
among other fuch confidents, in the time of his illnefs, 
defire to know where he would be buried : To which 
the ProteAor anfwered. Where he had obtained the 
greateft vidlory and glory, and as nigh the fpbt as 
cotild be guefled where the heat of the a£lion was, viz. 
in the field at Nafeby, Com* Northampton. Which 
accordingly was thus performed : At midnight, foon 
after his deaths the body (being firft embalmed and 
wrapt in a leaden coffin) was in a herfe conveyed to 
the faid field, Mr BaVkftead himfclf attending, by or- 
der of his father, clofe to the herfe. Being come to 
the field, they found about the midfl of it, a graye dug 
about nine foot deep, with the green fod carefully laid 
on one fide, and the mould on the other ; in which the 
coffin being put, the grave-was inftantly filled up, and 
the green fod laid exactly fiat upon it ; cafe being 
taken that the furplus mould fiipuld be clean removed. 
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Soon after, the like care was taken that the field ihould ' 
be entirely ploughed up, and it was fown three or four 
years fucccflively with corn. Several .other material 
circum dances, fays the fore- mentioned author, the faid 
Mr Barkftead (who now frequents Richard's cofiee« 
houfe within Temple-bar) relates^ too long to be here 
inferted." ' ^ - 

As to the ftory of bis body being funk in the 
Thames, it was related by a gentlewoman who attend- 
ed Oliver in his laft ficknefs, as we arc told by the au- 
thor of the hiftbry of England during the reigns of the 
royal houfe of Stuart. She^told him, <* th^t the day 
after the Protccior*s death, it waa confuhed how to 
difpofe of hrs corpfe ; when it was concluded, that 
confidering the malice of the cavaliers, itw^s mod ccr- 
tain they would infult the body of their moft dreadful 
fenemy, if ever it fhould be in their power ; to prevent 
.which, it was refolved t;o wrap it ^) in lead, to put it 
on board a barge, and fiak it m the deepeil part of 
the Thames ; which was undertaken and performed 
by two of his near relations, and fomc triifty foldiers, 
the following night.*' So that, upon the whole, it re- 
mains a doubt, whether his body was really carried in 
that pompoui funeral procefljon to Wellminltcr Abbay. 

C H A. P. IX. 

CromnveiPs charaClefy mtth a parallel hetiuee;i iim nnd 
, Khig Charles I. 

THOUGH every reader will be able, from what has 
been faid in the preceding chapters, to form to 
liimlclf an idea of the great man who is the fubjeA of 
them ; yet, as I apprehend it will be expeded from 
me, that I (hould fum up the contents of all that has 
been related, and, with the afliftance of what has been 
written on this head by others, deduce from them a 
fort of iketch or pidlure ; I (hall here atteoipt that moft 
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difficult part of my whole work. And fince it has 
been cuftomaryy in order to raife our veneration for the 
royal fufferer, to oppoCe the charafter of King Charles 
1. to that of Oliver Cromwell, 1 (hall take the liberty 
of comparing them, paragraph by paragraph, in fuch 
particulars as will admit of comparifon. 

Cromwell, as to his perfon, had a manly Hern look* 
and was of an a^ive healthful conflitution, able to 
endure the erc^tefl: toil and fatigue. In (thool acquire- 
ments the King feems to have been his fuperior ; and 
no wonder, fince he was ^ot only born the fon of a 
monarch, but fuch a monarch as picqued himfelf more 
upon his great learning than on his good government. 
However, if King Charles fpokefeveral languages with 
a good grace, and had a more than ordinary fkill la 
tlie liberal fciences, it is alfo certain that Cromwell 
had knowledge of the Latin and French tongues, and 
could both fpeak and write them ; that he was very 
well read in the Greek and Roman hiftory^ and not 

I only refpeded, but patronized nien of gonius and wit, 

whom* he would even take pains to fihd out. And the 
fame writer *, who tells us that King Charles iRTote a 
tolerable hand for a Kine^ but that his fenfe was ftrong, 

I and his ftile laconic ; auures us likewife, that Cromwell 

wrote a tolerable good hand f , and a dile becoming a 

t gentleman. 

^ Cromwell's natural abilities muft always have been 



[ very great ; though at firft he difcoveried none of thofc 

I extraordinary talents that ufe to gain applaufe, and 

^ work upon the affections of the hearers and ftandert 

by j;. His parts feemed to be raifed as he grew into 

t S 

I • Wellwood. 

[ t In Mr Peck's memoirs of CromwcllS life, may be fecn i 

Ipecimen of his hand-writing, engraved from a fignitturc ofhts 
name to a writ of fummons, dated Tune 6, i^jj. Vide title to 
ihe tranflation of the fecond panegyric. 

i Sir Philip Warwick, his corcmporary, describes CromwcliV 
firft appearance in parlbn^ent in the following manner : ** A.gen- 
ckman. fays he^ ipeakine very ordinarily ; apparelled in a plai» 

I cloth fute, made by an ill ^tmtry taylor : his linen mean and 
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place and authority, as if he had faculties that lay con- 
cealed, till he had occafion to ufe them. When he 
was to aft the part of a great man, he did it without 
any. indecency, notwithftanding his want of cuftom. 
Though his fpeeches were for the moft part ambiguous, 
cfpecialiy in public meetings, wherein he rather left 
others to pick out hi« meaning than told it himfelf ; 
yet at other tjmes he fufficiently (hewed he could com- 
mand his ftile as there was occafion, and would dch'ver 
himfelf with fuch energy and ftrength of expreffion, 
that it was commonly faid, every word he fpoke was a 
thing. In this part of his cfta rafter King Charles was 
no way his fuperior ; for though his Majefty fpoke 
with a good grace, yet when he grew warm in dif- 
courfe, he was apt, fays Dr Welhvood, to ftammer. 
And as to his behaviour, it was faid ,of him, that he 
befeowed favours with a worfe grace than his fon 
Charles the Second refufed them, and many times obli- 
terated the fenfe of an obligation by the manner of it. 
But what was the ftrongeft indication of Cron^welVs 

freat abilities, was the knowledge he fhewed of raan- 
ind. No man ever dived into the manners and 
minds^of thofe about him with more penetration, nor 
fooner difcovered their natural taients and tempers than 
himfelf. If he chanced to hear of a man fit for his 
purpofe, though never fo obfcure, he fcnt for him, and 
employed him ; fuiting the employment to the perfon^ 
smd-not the pcrfon to the employment. Upon this 

not very clean : his band unfafliionable, with a fpcck or two of 
bbod upon it : his hat without a hat- band : his fword clofe to his 
fide : his countenance fwoin and reddi(k : . his voice Hiarp and un* 
tuneable; and his elocution full of fervour. DefcRding fbme li- 
bels agaiirft^e Queen, .he was much hearkened to. But he foott 
improved, and ifaewed himfelf another man ; aud by the help^f 
good cloaths^ converfation and fuccefs, appeared of a great 6nd 
tnajeftic deportment, and of a lofty and comely prcfcnce ; towards 
which he had lingular advanu;ges from two great maAcrs, Mr 
Pym and Mr Hampden, who cunningly made ufe of his bold and 
cnterprifing fpirit, at a time when he had ncfthin^ to lofc. and very 
mvch to expea^'* 
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maxim in hia government, fays one, depended, in ^ 

freat meafure his fuccefs^ And what maxim could 
e nobler than this, and more worthy of a c;ovcmor ? 
Had King Charles followed It, and not trufted the ma- 
f riagetnent of his weightteft affairs to parafites and 
pnefts, the only creatures who engroffed his favour,. his 
-advocates would never have had that popular fubjeft 
f his martyrdom to harrangue on, nor the ufurpation of 

Cromwell to complain of. . 

** How this prince comes to be fo extremely popu- 
lar amongfl many of the clergy, and confcquently a* 
mongft many of the laity, influenced by *them, is obvi- 
ous enough. He was a very great bigot to the church,^ 
to ceremonies, and fhew in religion, and to the power 
and pomp of churchi^en. Thefe he cherifhed, ami ex- 
alted, and obeyed ; inveded them with his own power, 
and furrendered to them almofl the whole fupremacy ; 
and not only fuffered them to enjoy the ufe of it as a 

- prefent from him, but fuffered them to fcize It for them- 
felves, and even to deny his title to it. For fuch court 
and favour to them, for Rumouring them m their per- 
fecution of the puritans, for his glutting them with 
povver, and becoming their creature rather than fove- 
reign and head of the church, they promoted and con- 
fecrated all the exceflcs, oppreflions, and lawlefs mea- 
fures of his reign, becaufe all thofe violences were ex- 
crcifed over the laity ; and the churchmen were fo far 

- from -feeling them, that they fhared In his domination, 
and a£led the King too in their place and turn. This 
is the true fource of fo much merit and pralfe ; for thi? 
he Is adored and faulted ; for this he has been t>ften 
compared to Jefus Chridin his fufferings ; and for 
this the guilt of murdering him has been reprefented " 
as greater than that of crucifying our BlciTed Saviour." 
Vide a layman's ferfiaon before the focicty of Lincoln's- 
Inn, Jan. 30, 1731. 

The piety and virtue of King Charles, with fome 
people, are Micxhaultible themes of declamation. They 
tell US; he was a proteftant In the ftridell fcnfe, firm to 
S a 
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the church of England, conftant ^ndi regular in devo* 
tion : that. he was never guilty of any excpfs, never 
regarded any woman but his Queen, and could not 
bear any difcour£e that was lewd or profane. All thii 
may be granted, without any^ prejudice to the charac- 
ter of Cromwdl ; though it i$ a matter of nquch. 
doubt, if every particular of what is here faid be exaft- 
ly true. Foir if, as fome affirm* he was for a middle 
way between proteftants and papids ; or as others, did 
even compliment the Pope by letter with his ufual title^ 
and was willing to rcftore the revenues of the ecclefi- 
aftics, which had been divided by Henry VIII. among^ 
the nobility ; I cannot fee bow he can be efteemed fo 
hearty a proteftant. But who ever doubted of Crom- 
^ welPs fincere zeal for proteftantifm, againft the errors, 
of the church of Rome ? Did he not give many fingle 
inftances of it, both at home and abroad ? Astojis. 
devotion, we have as good a proof of his fmcerity 
therein, as we can have of any fuch matter; I mean^ 
ills whole outward deportment. And it is allowed 
that he was very temperate, fparing in his diet, and 
though he would fometimes drink freely, yet never to 
excels : that he was moderate in all other pleafures,. 
and after hi§ firft reformation, free from all vilible im- 
moralities ; that h^ feemed to be a great enemy to vice». 
and a lover of virtue ; always taking care to fupprefs 
the former, and to entourage the latter. 

King Charles's high opinion of the royal dignity, 
and the extraordinary qualities he affumed to himfclf 
thereupon, could not but hinder him from being an o-«. 
pen and chearful companion. Accordingly we are told, 
that he was of a' grave and melancholy difpofiiion. 
But Cromwell, at the height of his fortune, was very 
diverting and familiar in con verfa tion,. when among hi& 
friends ; though in public, for decorum's fake, he was 
mpre referved. On thefe familiar occaiions he com-- 
monly called for tobacco, pipes, and a candle, and. 
would now and then take a pipe himfelf. ' But whea 
bufinefs came upon the carpet,, he would pafs from 
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thefe relaxations to the mod ferious difcourfe, and ad- 
vife with his friends about his weighty and important 
afiairs. Add to this, that he afFeded^ for the moil: 
part) a plainnefs in his dothes ; but in them, as well 
as in his guards and attendants, he appeared with 
magnificence upon public occafions. This (hews he 
had a more, true tafte of real grandeur an^ majefty, 
than many who were born to the enjoyment of them. 

It cannot be proved, fays Rapin, that King Charles 
excited the Irifli rebellion : however, it may be affirm- 
ed, it was not againfl him that the Irifh took arms. 
The papifts, both Irifh arnd Englifh, always looked 
upon this! prince as their protedor, and were ever 
ready to affift him," If fo, and confequently it fhould 
be found that the Irifh rebellion was not difagreeable 
to him, with what face can his advocates call him a 
merciful prince, and accufe Cromwell of cruelty ? Can 
Cromwell be charged with conniving at any fingle af- 
faffination, much lefs with permitting the mafTacre of 
thoufands ? He was in his temper good-natured and 
humane, even to hi3 known enemies. ,He would fome- 
times be ^rcry merry and jocund .with fome of the no- 
bility ; and would then take occafion to tell them, 
what company they had lately kept, and when and 
where they had drank the King and the royal family's 
health f advifing them when they did fo ac;ain, to do 
it more privately : and this without the leaft fign of 
pailion. ' 

We need not deny perfonal courage to King Charles, 
in X)rder to prov/c that Cromwell was braver than he. 
It was no great compliment therefore that was paffed 
o» him by the French minifter, when h^ called the Pro- 
testor the firft captain of the age« His courage, and 
conduct in the field were undoubtedly admirable : he 
had a dignity of foul, which the eteatefl dangers and 
difficulties tather animated than difcouraged $ and his 
difcipline and government of the army, in all refpedks, 
was fuch as might become the mbft renowned and ag* 
complifhed generals Nor was it any dimunitloa of this^ 
S3 
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parjfc of hi»cliara6ler, that he was wary in his cdndud^^. 
and that, after he was declared Proteftor, he always^ 
wore a coat of mail under his other clothes. Lef^ cau- 
tion than he made ufe of, in the place that he poffefled„ 
^nd furrounded as he was by fecret and open enemies*, 
might have deferved the name of negligence,. 

I come now to 4hat part of the parallel^ in which, 
King Charles is thought by many to have had much 
the advantage, I mean iinCerity. Croniweilift^eed Was., 
a great diffcmbler * : but Was he greater than the man. 
who deceived him ? Mufl'not etery qne who read^ his 
hiftory, acknowledge with Rapin, that fincerity wAa, 
not the favourite virtue of K^ing Charles ? . He that 
itjade frequent ufe of mental refervations, concealed inr 
ambiguous terms and general expreflions, whereof he 
rcferved the cKplicatibn for a proper pl^ce and feafon ;, 
he who gave hrs afleat to aAs of parliament,, the molt, 
folemn promife a King of England can make, merely 
in a belief of their being void in themifelvcs, and confe- 
quently that he was not bound by the engagement; he^ 
who courted the p'arli^mea|t*s geaer^ls^ ip. whole power^ 

' * I cannot help making a .quotation hcric fronn a modern hifto-. 
lian, who has taken. much pains to blackcil Cromwcli'i charafter, 
as there appears to be a g6oddcal otN|riHh in his words, mingled^, 
lip with ibme malice^ He tells us, th&t thenrurper btvu^ht about 
his ends by the nioft exquifite hypocrify, atul artful managemer.t 
'6f the fcvtral tribes of bigots and cnthufiafls under bis command. 
*^ Oih« r, gtnerals, fays he, by interpreting omens and unccibmoti. 
accident?, have acconipUfhed mighty things ; bnt none ev«r knew 
how to work up ihft padions, and ap;>iy the wild whimHcs of tne- 
lanchcly men ta their particular dtfigns, like this fon of dflimu* 
latioij and athcifm. He. had w<Ii ftuditd the weakncfs and folly 
peculiar to tvery ftft> und could direft their rage and fury to tilt- 
dcilrn^tion of his enemies ; and, when it grew dangerous to hinf»- 
filf, as artfully to play them ag: infl each ©then Princes of ohi lent, 
to cui.fuk the oracles of diOai.t countries ; this prodigy of a man 
was himfe.f ihe foldier's oracle; and, if he faid heaven approved 

• his purpofe, they undertook the mod hriardous entcrjpriae m thear- 
fully as if an angel had promifcd them fucccfs.*' Salmeii^s hiftory 
of England, vol. vif. p. 1^4. It is not my defign to prove -that 
Cromwtil was not a grtat diffenibkr, but that King ChArki a^n«- 
ally was fp .to. 

/ 
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he was, to reftore him» with i view all the time to' de*- 
ftroj them^ ruin their mafUrs, and introduce an arbi- 
trary power by right of conqueft over his own people ;. 
cfi)uld he be the honeftell, fincereft, beft man in Kng- 
landy as Cromwell once thought him by miilake, and 
others, who cannot now be miftalcen, havi; fince repre- 
fented him? Was it ftrange that the parliament fhould 
»ot confide in his promifes ^ or that Cromwell, after 
difcovering his intentiofls, v (hould abandon his intcreft, 
and e^cft endeavour to countermine hira in his own. 
way r I cannot hclp'thinking, that Cromwell had never 
been that finiffied dlflembler he afterwards appeared, if 
the King firi^, and afterwards his own party, had not 
made it neceliary,to hi^. prefervation ; which feems to 
be all he once aimed at : but when he had tried the 
experiment, and found himfelf an -over- match both for 
the one and ^hc other, he. purfiied the advantage, till 
he had joftled royalty firft, and afterwards the new- 
fangled commonwealth-monfter,out of all aut;hocity,and. 
crefted monarchy again in his own pcrfon upon another 
balis, under a name that had oot yet become ^bnoxi-*^ 
ous.. 

. We are told that Cromwell was an enthufiad. But 
tbie good fetife that appeared in all his actions, public, 
and private, is a fufAcient tcilimony that enthufiafnv 
had not the afcendant over him. And ihdeed, not with* 
ftanding his pretenllons to grace and regeneration, one 
would be tempted to think that he could have no real 
relifh of the dodrines he profeffed, l)ut only that hs 
fuited his diffimulatioii to all parties and tempers. Mr 
Waller, who was his kinfoum, frequently waited on 
him during his Prote£lor(hip ; and, as he often de<* 
d^red, obierved him to be very well read in antient 
karning ; and that his rude cant «nd fpirituaPiimpli* 
city were downright affeftation. Waller frequently 
took notice, th^it in tht midik of their difcourfe a fer* 
vant has come in, to tell him Cuch and iuch p^rfons 
-attended : upon which Cromwell would rife, and ftop. 
tbctn, talking at the dooc^ where he could over- bean 
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ibim fay, " The Lbrd will reveal, the Lord wrll htlp,** 
and feveral fuch expreflions ; which, when he returned 
to Mr Waller, be excufed, faying, " Goufin Waller, I 
muft talk to thefc men after their own way •/* and 
would then go on where they left off. This treated* in 
Mr Waller an tipinion, that he fccretly defpifcd thofc 
whom he feemed to court. 

But if Cromwell was no enthufiaft, it is certain that 
King Charles was a very great one. Pomp and eei^- 
mony, which were thenxrallcd decency and good ord%r, 
with the divine right of epifeopacy, as well as royalty^ 
had got fo thorough a pofTeffion of .his underflanding, 
that Ine could fee nothing but through the medium of 
/thefe. So iiad he been fafhioned by Laud, Neile, 
Wren, Montague, and the other Sacheverels of thofe 
times, and may in any fenfe be called- a martyr^ it 
' was to the pride and ambition of ecclefiaftics, rather 
than, as is weakly perteifded, to the pro teftant religion, 
and the church of England. 

We have an unexceptionable pidlure of the principal 
clergy of this reign, from a fpeech of the excellent 
Lord Falkland, a nobleman who was afterwards^ flain 
Ml the King's fervice. , ** It feemed, fays he, their work 
(the bifhops) to try how much of a ^papift might be 
brought in without popery, and to deilroy as much as 
they could of the gofpcl, without bringing themfelves 
into danger of being deftroyed by the law. ' Some of 
them have fo indunriouliy laboured tp deduce them- 
felves from Rome, tliat they have given great fufpicion, 
t^at in gratitude they defire to return thither, or at 
leail to meet it half way. Some have evidently la- 
boured to bring in an £ngli(h, though not a Roman, 
popery : I mean, not bnly the outfide and drefs of it, 
but equally abfolute, a blind dependence of the people 
Yipon the clergy, and of the clergy upon themfelves ; 
and have oppofed the papacy beyond the fea, that they 
might fettle one beyond tlie Water (namely, at Lam- 
beth). Nay, common fame is. more than ordinarily 
&Uc,,if noae of them^ have found a way to recoBcik the 
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•pinions of Rome to the preferments of England^ and 
be fo abfotutely, diredly, and cordially papiits, that it 
is all that fifteen hundred pounds ^ year can do to 
keep them frpm confeffing it." — He had faid jiift be- 
fore^ " That they had firft deprcffed preaching to their 
power, and next laboured to make it fitch, as the harm 
bad not been much if it had been depreffed. The moft 
frequent fubjedtsy even in the moft fecret auditories^ 
being the; divine right of bifhops and tithes, the facred- * 
nefs of the clergy> the facrilege of impropriations,, the 
(demolifhing of puritanifm, and property, the building 
the prerogative at St PauFs ; the introduction of fuch 
dodrines, as, admitting them true, the truth would 
not recompenfe the fcandaf ; or of fuch that were 'fa 
falfe, that, as Sir Thomas Moore faid oY the cafuits,. 
they ferved but to inform them how near they might 
approach to fin» without (inntng.** 

A J ate author afferts farther, and it (eems upon very^ 
good grQund,^ ** That Archbifhop Laud was already 
affediug the titfe of Holincfs» and moft Holy Father* 
The books of papiifts were licenfed by his chaplains^ 
or approved by himfelF. New books againft popery* 
vrcre by him forbid -to be printed; fame fuch already- 
printed were called in. The beft proteftant books -of 
fong ftanding, and formerly publiftied by authority, 
were not fuffered to be reprinted ; not even Fox's fa- 
mous a£bs and monuments, a common-plade book to- 
proteftants of their fiifferings and burnings undtr Qneea 
Mary, and of the popifh cruelty then and before. The 
very Practice of Piety, a proteftant book, which had 
gone through fix and thirty editions, was not permit* 
ted to be reprinted. Bifhop Wren put this extraordi- 
nary articre among thofe of his vifitation : ** That the- 
church-wardens in every parifli in his diocefe (hould 
enquire whether any pcrfons prefumed to- talk of reli- 
gion at their tables, or in their families.'* It was 
made one of the articles againft Bifhop Williams,' that 
he had faid. He did not allow the priefts to jeer, nor 
to make invedives againft: the people." It waa axua^ 
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ther artkie againft him, « that^e had wickedly jefted 
on St Martin's hood.** And it was another article 
againft him, " that he had faid, that the people are 
God's and the King's, and not the prieft's people ;" 
though for this he quoted a nationa) council. Pooir 
Gillebrand, an almanack-maker, was profecuted by the 
archbifhop in the high-commiffion court, for leaving 
the names of the old popifh faints out of his kalendar, 
and infcrting in their room the names of the prpteftant 
martyrs. Bifliop Cofins of Durham caufed three hun^ 
dred wax- candles to be lighted up in the church on 
Candlemas-day, in honour of our Iddy. He forbad any 
pfalms to be fung before or after the fernion, but, in- 
ftekd of pfalms, an anthem in praifc of the three Kings 
ofCoIen. He declared in the pulpit, that when our 
reformers abo]i(hed the mafs, they took away all good 
order. He faid that the King had no more" power o- 
ver the church,. than the boy that rubbed his horfea 
heels. For the clergy had then aflumcd to themfelves 
the real fupremacy ; and as the crown had t?Jcen it 
from the Pope, who had ufurped it, they had ufurped 
it from ihe crown, to the difgrace of the King, the " 
fubverfion of the conftitution, and to their own fhame» 
and even perjury.** Vide examination of the fads and 
realonings in the Bifliop of, Chicheller*s fermon before 
the Houfe of Lord^, Jan. 3O) 17^?. What mull the 
King be, who could bear all this, and even fuffer him- 
felf in defence of thefe ufurpations ? 

I fiiall con1.inue this parallel only in two inflan- 
ces more, which fegard,the exerclfe of therr authority; 
and thefe are, their juffice in the admliiiftralion of af- 
fairs at home, and their zeal for ihe honour of thtir 
country abroad. As to the firft, ** King Charles, ac- 
cording to his advocate Lord Clarendon, was fo great 
a lover of jufticc, that no temptation could difpofe him 
to a wrongful affion, except it was fo difguifed to him, 
that he believed it to be jull." Upon which Rapin has 
the following remark. " Thrs.fays he, may be true, if 
applied to particular perfons: but beCdes thejuftice 
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■which a King ought to adminiiler impartially to private 
pcrfons, there is arfother fort of juftice due from him 
to all his people i^ general. With refpcft to this latter. 
It may juftly be doubted, that Lord Clarendons' en- 
comium is incbnfiftant with the projeft of altering the 
conftitution, and aifuming a power which was.ccrtaitt- 
iy illegal.*' 

But more thiwi this, methiiiks we may even qucftiom 
the whole of Lord Clarendon's affertion. Could he be fo 
great a lover of juftice, who fuffered it to be daily per- 
verted, in the moft notorious manner, by the (lar- cham- 
ber and high commiffion courts ? Were levies upon the 
people, without confent of parliament, and arbitrarr 
imprifonments and fines for non-payment ; were thofc 
inftaflces of a tender regard for private property, and 
the liberty of the fubjed I But perhaps thefe were the 
a^ipns that came difguifed to him, £0 as to appear 
juft. If ih^t was the x^afe, he mud either have been 
more ignoratit, or more indolent, than became a King. 
But the imputation of ignorance he removed himfelf, , 
when he declared, that " he knew the law as well a$ 
any private gentleman in England." What then, did 
he entirely negle6^ the es^amination of af&irs ? did he 
leave all to his minifterS, the Villiers, the Lauds, and^ 
the Straffords ? will not even this be allowed ? Then 
let thofe, who can, acquit him of the many illegal adts 
of fovereignty that blacken his reign. 
V I need not take much pains to prove thtit Cromwell 
was herein unlike King Charles ; fince the worft of his 
enemies call him a lover of juftice, without any fuch 
faving claufe about the difguifing of a wrongful a^ion. 
Cromwell faw and judged for himfelf ; if an a^ion was 
difguifed, he knew how to unmafk it, which he cer- 
tainly did. Whatever arbitrary proceedings he has 
been charged with, were only in inftances where his 
authority wa% controverted ; which, as things then 
were, it was neceflary to have eftablifhed, not for his 
particular fecurity alone^ but in order that the law^ I0 
other cafes, might have due courfe. 
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And if he claims this pf e-€ininence in -the admini- 
firatton at home, what (hall we fay of the other point, 
his maintaining the honour of the Englifh tiation in 
foreign parts ? By this, it has been well obfcrved, he 
gratified the temper which is fo very natural to Eng- 
lifhmen. He would often fay, ** that the dignity of 
the crown was upon the account of the nation, of which 
the King was Ouly the reprefentative head ; and there- 
fore the nation being ftill the fame, he would have the 
ianie refpe^ paid to his miniilers as if iie had been a 
King." Was it not an inftahce without example, that 
in four or iive years he (hould revenge all the infults 
committed on his country during a civil war, retrieve 
the credit that had been gradually finking through 
two long^ reigns of near fifty years, extend his domi- 
nions in remote parts^ acquire the real maftery of the 
Britifh channel, and in fine, render himfelf the arbiter 
of Europe* ? Not a fingle Briton, in his time, but 
could demand reparatiof)> or at leaft revenge, for in- 

• " England, fayt M. de Voltaire, (fpcaking of the ftatc o£ 
Europe at the beginning of Lewis XiVs reign) whick was more 
powerful (than Holland) claimed the fovereignty of the feas, and 
pretended to hallance the feveral ftates of Europe. But Charles' !• 
who alcended the throne in 16x5', fo far from being able to bold 
the weight of this ballance, found the fcepter drooping from his 
hand. His defign was to ratfe his power to fuch a height in Eng« 
land, as to make it independent on the laws ; and to change the 
religion eftabUnied in Scotland. Too obdinate to defift from hit 
views, and too weak to put them in exfcution, this kind hufl>and 
and tender father, this good man and ill adTtfed monarch, engag- 
ed in a civil war, which at laft brought him to a fcafTold, whcie, 
with his crown, he loft his life. 

" This civil war,begun in the minority of Lewis XIV. prevented 
England for Tome time from concernint itfelf with the intereAs of 
its neighbouri, whereby that country Tod its efteem and fcUcity. 
Its trade was intermpted ; fo that all other nations imagined Eng- 
land was buried under its own ruins, when on a iudden, ic emerged 
and grew more formidable than ever under the government of 
Oliver. This man poilefled himself of the fupreme power, by 
carrying the gofpel in one hand, a fword. in the other, and by 
' wearing the vizor of religion i and, during his adminidration, he 
veiled tlie crimes of an ufurper with the qualities of a great King.^ 
Eday on the age of Lewis XIV. p. a6. in Englifli, 
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juries fuftaincd, whether from the corfairs of Barbary, 
France, or Spain *• Not at^ opprefled foreigner 
claimed his protedion, but it was immediately and 
efFeftually granted. What (hall we compare to this 
in the reign of King Charles or his father ? Was the 
honour of the flag then aflerted ? Were we not duped> 
defpifedy and infuited ? How was the E1e£lor Palatine 
prote^^ed, though the fon-in-law of King James ? 
How was the Duke of Rohen affiftedy in the protedant 
war at Rochelle, notwithftanding the folemn engage- 
ment of King Charlesy under hi« own hand ? But I 
have done with comparing of perfons between whom 
there is fo little fhadow of rcfcmblance ; and Ihall con- 
, tent myfclf with throwing, together a few more fuch 
particulars, with regard' to each of them, as I find to 
be the fcntiments of thofe who have written of thefe 
times. 

To begin with the King. And here I (hall have 
recourfe.to the words of a modern author f, who has 
drawn his charadcr I am afraid but two juftly, though 
perhaps with a little more warmth and freedom of ex- 
predion than were abfolutely heceflary. " The viola- 
tion, fays he, the repeated and continual violation of 
his coronation oath ; his pafiing the bill of rights, and 
owning all thefe rights to be legal and juft, and thence 
confcffing that he had broken them ail ; nay, his vio- 
lating that very bill in all its parts, a]nK)ft as foon as he 
had pa (led it, were but ill marks of a heart very uj)right 
and fincere. Of all thefe excefles he was guilty, at a 
tin;ie when^ his parliament were well difpofed for the 
honourable fupport of his government, and free from 
any deGgn to diftrefs it, much lefs to alter it ; nay, 
were ready to Ngrant him very noble fupplies, if he 
would but have fuJBFered juftice to be done upon public 
traitors, the infamous inflruments of illegal power, and 
of mutual diftruil between him and his peopk. 
T 

• Vide the (lory of the Quaker in the preceding chapter, 
t iixamination of ilie fids and reafoningi io the JBiihop of 
\ChichcIUr*s fcnnon, Jan. 30, 17$ it 
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He aAually^ committed, or attempted to commit, all 
the enormities, all the a6l8 of ufurpation, committed 
by the late King James ; levied money againft law ; 
levied forces, and obliged his fubjeds to maintain theni9 
againft law 5 raifed a body of foreign forces to deftroy ; 
the laW, and enflave his people at once ; difpenfed with 
all the laws ; filled the prifon with illuftrious patriotd, 
who defended the law, and themfelves by the law ? en- . 
couraged and rewarded hireling doftors to maintain 
that his will wasf above law, nay itfelf the higheft law, ! 
and binding upon the confciences of his fubjeds, oh -^ 
pain of eternal damnation ; and that fuch as refiited | 
his royal will, refifted God, and were guilty-of impie- . \ 
ty and rebellion. He robbed cities of their charters, 
the public of its money and liberty, and treated his 
free-born fubjeAs as flaves born only to obey him. 1 

" It is faid, that he was not a papift : perhaps he was ' 
not ; that is, hot a fubjeft to the Pope'of Rome : but 
he was bent upon fetting up ah hierarchy in Eng- 
land, refembling that of Rome in all its power and ter- 
rors. Nor does it avail, if men are to be perfecuted 
and oppreflcd for their confciences, whether they fuffer 
from the tyranny of a Hildelirand, a Luther, or a 
Laud. — It is certain, that of all the diffenters, none ! 
but the papifts had any mercy (hewn them, and thefe : 
were ia high favour. 

*< Had he not laid afide parliaments, (fpeaking of the 
latter pfrt of his reign) laid them afide for twelve 
years together? Had he not made it penal even to 
talk ofparliaments ? Nor does it at all appear, that he 
ever intended to call another, till the diftrefles brought 
upon him by his wanton condu£^, and by the wife ad- 
vice of the biihops, (who invplved him in a war with 
his own people for words and forms, and the violent 
cllablifhmeht of prelacy in Scotland) forced him^ to it. 
Nay, I think it apparent, that he very early meditated 
to rule like his brother of France : at leaft, that this 
bad fpirit was infufed into him by hi^ traiterous coun- j 
fellors, and particularly animated by the biihops and 
:lergy. : 
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** His judges were public traitors, enemies to their 
country, the hireh'ngs of power, wretches who fan£ti' 
fied by the name of iaw,v as. many of the clergy did by ! 
the name of Chrift, the moll complicated wickedncffes 
under the fun, that of over- turning all laws human 
andvdivine, and of enflaving a whole people. Ii avails 
not .what fufiiciency they had in the knowledge of the 
law, farther than to cond^emn them ; nor docs it avail 
lyhat has been iaid to their advantage, fince fa^is, the 
mod notorious", contradiA it. t)id King James's 
judges go ffreater lengths to legitimate^^ lawlefs power 
and oppfemon ? Amongft them too were able men ; 
they were therefore the more inexcufeajble. The truth 
is, both thefe princes feem to have confidered their 
j-udges as the machines and champions of ufurpation, 
as the abandoned inftriiments of cancelling Uvv by chi- 
canery. 

" As to his declarations and conceflions, (to his laft 
parliament) to govern for the future by the known 
laws of the land, ^and to maintain the juil rights and 
privileges of parliaments ; 1 have already taken, fome 
notice how much his aaions contradidled his declara- 
tions. . He had already contradicted, over and over, 
all his profcllions to former parliaments : he bad ma* 
,nifefted iuch an affcdlion for lawlefs power, "and fuch a 
fettled intention to introduce it ; fuch a fondnefs* for, 
the promoters, of it, and fuch diflike of alK other men 
and meafures, that it was no wonder his hii parliament 
was loth to truft him, and for guarding themfelves 
with all poffible fccurities againfl a relapfe into iheir 
former bondage : and I doubt his readincTs in his con- 
ceflions, was tio proof of a purpofe to obfcrvc them. 
They Ibill remembered how wantonly he had broke his 
coronation oath, the bill of rights, and all the ties of 
law ; feized their properties, and imprifoned their per- 
fons. And all his compliance fecmed only the eif'ecftii 
of diftrefs, all his other refourccs having failed him ; 
nor had he recourfe to parliament, till violence, and 
power, and ftratagems, and every fcheme of fupport 
T 2 
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from any other quarter, J^ad mlfrarricc ; and he coa^ 
formed to old ways> when new wouM ..o longer do. 

** This feenied to be the opiuioa of the parliament, 
and this the ground of thtrir diftriill. , They remem- 
bered his prokffions to fornei p rlJa.i^ents, and how 
little his aftlons had correi' uifd w"*ta thefe profef- 
lions ; how he had infult^d p:* iiameiiU .vhen he thought 
he could fubfift, however L vlcfsly, without them ; how 
wantonly he haddiflblved them ; how barbaroufly h« 
had ufed their perfons after fuchdifTL/lution ; a diflblu- 
tion called by Lord ClareiKlon ** unreafonable, unfldl- 
ful, and precipitate.*' TUefe jealoiifies poffeffed the 
whole parliament, at leaft a great majurity ; and fome 
concurring accidents ten jhiy heigliieiiefi them, parti- 
cularly his fuppofed tampering with the army in the 
North, and the Irifh maflacre. Yet amongft all thefe 
alarms, there feemcd not the leaft view in tha^ aflcn^bly 
to abolifti the monarthy, or to introduce a new govern- 
ment. It was compofed of many great and able men, 
who all concurred in putting reftraints upon the King, 
fuch as he might not be able to brealc through. What 
events followed no man forefaw, or could forfee. A 
war enfucd, and on both fides there appeared confidcr- 
able men. 

" Yet the great men who adhered to the King, tho* 
they thought the parliament too violent, feem to have 
had no confidence in him, that he meant well to the 
conftitution : and it was probably owing to fuch their 
diftruft of his humour and defigns, that after the battle 
of Edge- hill, where he had the advantage on his fide^ 
they did not proceed to London, where he might have 
had a chance for being mafter. They who gave him 
good counfel at Oxford, found but cold countenance, 
and fome of them were difgraced. And, if I remem- 
ber right, it appears even from my Lord Clarendon, 
that the conceflions which he made, proceeded from no 
purpofe to obfcrve them. 

" As to what has been further offered, in proof of the 
icing's fincerlty and good intentions, namely his Chrif- 
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tlan fortitude at his death ; this rcafon will (equally) 
well juftify thofc who doomed him to die. Did not 
the regicides meet death with great intrepidity, fome 
of them with raptures ? Do not almoft all enthufiafts 
die fo» even the moft criminal and bloody, even traitors 
and afTaflins I I think the goodnefs of his intention had ^ 
been more clear, had he fairly owned the many grievous 
iniquities of his reign, his oppreflion and arbitrary- 
rule. But we fee' in this, as in other inftances, the 
great partiality of men to themfelves and their own 
actions, and how little their opinions ought to weigh 
in fuch cafes. Cardinal Richelieu, who had done a 
thoufand ads of violence and injuilice, fawat his death 
no guilt in any part of his life, efpecially as a minifler.^' 

There need be nothing added to thefe extrafts, which 
fome perhaps may thiiik abundantly too fevere. But 
if fuch things are true, why (hould they not be fpoken I 
Is the name of King Charles fo very facred, that every 
name elfc muft be afperfed to preferve it fpotlefs ? Ad- 
mit but a very fmall part of what is here fa id, and a- 
icribe all the reft to partiality and malice ; and 1 doubt 
there will be ft ill enough to deprive the royal martyr 
of much of the veneration that is paid to his memory. 

I now come to my other charaAcr, that of Cromwell. 
We are told by all parties that he had an abfolute com- 
' mand over all his pailions and affedlioDS, fo that he 
could fuit his carriage to all companies and occafions ; ' 
while himfelf, founding the opinions of others, artfully 
concealed his own : that he applied himfelf fo induftri- 
ouily to the bulinefs of the commonwealth, and difco- 
▼ered abilities for the managing of it, that his greatcfl 
enemies acknowledged he was not unworthy of the go- 
vernment, if his way to it had been jull and innocent. 
In a word, we have this chara6ler of him by Lord Cla- 
rendon, who profefiedly hated his memory : " He muft 
have had a wonderful underftanding in the natures and 
humours of men, and as great a dexterity in applyii^. 
ihem, who, from a private and obfcurc birth (thougli' 
^f a good family) without intercft or eftate, alliance o^ 
T 3 
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friendship, could raifc himfelf to fuch a heighty and 
compound and knead fuch oppofite and, contradictory 
tempergy humourS} and intereftsy into a confiftence that 
contributed to his defigns, and to their own deilru^iion ; . 
%vhilft himfelf grew fnfennbly powerful enough to cut 
bffthofe by whom he had climbedy.in the inliant that 
they proje6ted to demolifh their own building." 

Though Cromwell was ambitious to a very high de« 
gree, yet at the fame time he had a pailionate regard 
for the public good. It is certain he did more things 
for the honour and advantage of the nation, nptwith- 
ftanding his own precarious fituation, than had been . 
done for whole ages in the preceding times. Some of 
'them were laboured at long before to no €&c€t, and 
being dropped upon the reftoratioA, have been (ince ^ 
refumed, and carried on wkh great difficulty. To in- 
ftance only in two, the union of the three kingdoms, ^ 
and' the reformation of the laws. King Jaiaes had 
wifhedy from his iirft coming to £ng]and> to cement 
an union between Soutli and North Britain : neither 
he nor his fon could ever accomplifli it ; but Cromwell 
united not only England and Scotland, but brought ia 
Ireland alfo. How many years was it afterwards, and 
with what expence and labour, that King James's ori- 
ginal plan, which was but half fa exteniive as Crom- 
well's, was firnily eflabliflied ? And then as to the laws, 
he outvied the beft of our Kings that had gone before 
him, and every one fi nee him till his prefent moit fa- 
cred Maj<rfty. Edward III. permitted pleadings in the 
Englifh tofigue, but he went no farther ; whereas 
Cromwell rendered not only the pleadings, but the 
pradice, and even the laws themfelves into Englifli. 
And what a noble fcheme this was, is manifefled from 
the refumption of it in our own days. | 

If Cromwell united three kingdoms in one, he firft 4 
conquered two of thofe kingdoms. Ireland had long ! 

been reckoned a demefne of the crown of England, but . 
had never been fo Aibdued as to render the natives 
tradable and docile. They were now at open war i 

T 
1 
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with the Eflglifh parliament', and had got pofleffion of 
ail the garritons but one or two. But Cromwell foon 
reduced them to obedience, and put them out of a ca- 
pacity of being ever fo formidable fince. He did the 
fame by the hardy 3cots ; and 6ven toofe their impreg- 
nable cadle of Edinburgh, which, they fay, had never 
before fdbmittcd to a conqueror. "With all thefe ex- 
traordinary qualities, and tjiia wonderful feries of fuc- 
ceffi, need we think if iirange that he was the admira- 
tion of the age in which he-lived, and that thofc who 
hated him moft, even praifed him in their inve^lives ? 
That Dryden, Wal}er, Sprat, and other fine poets, 
who afterwards infulted his memory, m order to pay 
their court to the rifipg fun, found themfelves infpired 
with his praife ♦, whrle his a6iions were fcefh on their 
minds, and cou^d not help payiiig that tribute to his 
remains, which the- mufes Jiever beftow voluntarily f 
but on the^reateft of men, the heroes and patrons of 
mankind? 

Having mentioned the poets, I cannot in juilice but 
take notice that Mr Abrahami Cowley, the celebrated 
wit of that age, was fo far from falling in with this 
panegyrizing humour of his brethren^ that he has 
written *f a difcourf* by way of vifion, concerning the 
government of Olivet Cromwell," with an exprefs view 
to render his name and memory odious to all poiterity. 
But if it be confidered, that Mr Cowley had altogether 
as ftrong perfonal reafon, atleaft in his own opinion, 
to prejudice him againll the Prote^r, as Mr Waller 
had to engage him in his intereO:, we ihall have.juft 
grounds to fur{Je6i the impartiality of the fatirift, as 
much as that of the encomiaft. Waller had been fined 

* Sec the cpUcftion of posms infcrtcd in the appendix. 

f It muft bccoiifcflta that Waller's reUiion and obligations to 
tl^c Protc^or were fpch, that one can hardly (ay whether the ip- 
cenfe he otfcrcd to him was altogether voluntary or not : fiat 
Dryden, Sprat, and the others, whofe piece* we have annexed to 
this bcokjhfd DO fnch motive ; and therefore^ the rcmaik continues 
jttft. 
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an4 banifhed in the heat of the civil war, for a confpi- 
racy agaioft the parliament, of which he was a mem- 
ber : he was recalled when Cromwell aiTumed the fu- 
^preme pow^:r, and had his eftate, what was left of it, 
rcftored to him by the Prote&or *. CoWley had all 
along been a (harer in the diftreffes of the. royal fami- 
ly, and fpent above twelve years in their fervice abroad ; 
and when it was thought fit, by thofc on whom hfe de- 
pended, that he (hould come over into England, and, 
under pretence of privacy and retirement, take ocpfion 
here of giving notice of the pofture of affairs ; he was 
feized foon after his arrfval, being mifiaken for another 
gentleman, and after examination detained, and put 
under a fevere reftraint, from which he was not releaf- 
ed without giving a thoufand pounds bail, which kept 
him in England a fort of prifoner at large till after 
Crom weirs death f ; a circumftance that, added to his 
native loyalty to his mafter, would hardly fail of four- 
ipg his temper againfl the government of thofe times. 
Though in fa£t, to an unprejudiced pcrfon at this day, 
if the bufinefs he came over upon was really- difcovercd 
at his examination, it' rather proves the lenity than the 
feverity of CromwelFs adminillration, that a man of 
Mr Cowley's dangerous genius and firm attatchment to 
the J^ing, and whom it had been found impoflible to 
bring over to the other party, fhould have his liberty 
upon fuch eafy terms. But the light in which Mr 
Cowley beheld the Prote^or's authority, made every 
a6i of power he exerted, though ever fo tenderly, look 
like heavy oppreifion, and molt infupportable tyranny. 
Yet when I read this gtntleman's abovcmentiontd 
dlfcourfe, (which is couched in the form of a dialogue 
between the guardian, or rather governing demon of 
the dcceafed Protestor, and the author,) I cannot but 
think he has put fome arguments ipto the mouth cf 
his eyil fpirit, that he feems not able fatisfaftorily to 

• See his life,, as printed before many editions of h's xvorky. 
t See the life of Mr Abraham Cowley, written by Dt Spnt^ 
and prefixed to Mr Cowlcj ^i workj. 
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anfwer afterwards, and that too ih thofe particulars on 
which he the moft ftrenuoufly infifta. 1 will give the 
reader only two paragraphs, with a few fhort refledioni 
,on them. > 

" What can be lifiore extraordinary, fays our ima- 
ginary demon, than that a perfon of mean birth, no 
fortune, no eminent qualities of body, whjch have 
fometimes, nor of mind, which have often, raifed men 
to the higheft dignities, fliould have the courage to at- 
tempt, and the happinefs to fuccecd in, fo improbable' 
a defign, as the dellru6lion of one of the moft antient, 
and moft folid-fbunded monarchies upon earth ? That 
he (hould have the power or boldnefs to put his prince 
and mafter to an open and infamous death ? To banifh 
that numerous and ftrong-allled family I To do all 
this under the name and wages of a parliament ? To 
trample upon them as he plealed, and fpurn them out 
of doors when he grew weary of them ? To raife up a 
new, and unheard of monfter out of their afties ? 'JTo 
ftifle that in the very infancy, and fet up himfelf above 
all things that ever were called fovereign in England ? 
To opprefs his enemies by aHfis, and all his friends 
afterwards by artifice ? To ferve all parties patiently 
fpr a while, and comnKind them vidorioufly at la(l ? 
To over-run each corner of the three nations, and o- 
vercome, with equal facility, both the riches of the 
fouth, and the poverty of the north ? To be feared and 
courted by all foreign princes, and adopted a brother 
to the gods of the earth ? To call together parlian[ient8 
with a word of his pen, and fcatter them again with 
the breath of his mouth ? To be humbly and daily 
petitioned, that he would pleafe to be hired, at the rate 
of two millions a year, to be the mafter of thofe who 
hkd hired him before to be their fervant ? Te have the 
edates and lives of three kingdoms as much at his dif- 
pofal, as was the HtHe inheritance of his father ; and 
to be as noble and liberal in the fpcnding of them ? 
And laftly (for there is no end of all thie particulars of 
his glory) to bequeath all this with one word to (lis 
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poftenty ? To dijC with peace at home, and triumph 
abroad ? To be buried among Kings with more than I 
regal folemnity ? And to leave a name behind him, not 
to be extinguifhed but with the whole world ; which, 
as it 18 now too little for his praifeS) fo might it have 
been too for his conquefts, if the (hort line of his hu- 
man life could have been ftretched out to the^extent of 
his immortal defigns *.*' 

1 took notice, at the beginning of this review^ of the 
great abfurdity of depriving Cromwell of every great \ 
and noble quality, and at the fame time afcribing to \ 
him fuch actions ^s none but a great man was ever ^ 
known to perform. Mr Cowley, wc fee, among the f j 
other loyal writers of that age, has fallen into this i 
abfurdity, and even put it into the mouth of the Pro- ] 
tefior^s apologift, as a thing acknowledged by his own j 
party. But needs there any other anfwer to the pof- j 
tulatum ia-the firft queflion, than what is contained in ^ ' 
that, and all the queflions that follow ? It lay upon ' 
him to prove, that the man who did all the wonderful . 
things he thpre enumerates, bad np extraordinary qua- 1 
litics either of body or mind : otherwifc we are not o- 
bliged to adipit fuch an improbability on his mere fup- , 
pofition, againft all the evider.ce of fads, tliat no man 
attempts to contradiA? The whcle difpute therefore 
concerning his merit, muft turn at laft, *I believe, upon ' 
his moral qualifications, and not upon his abilities na- | 
tural or acquired. And the only ^ucftion then is (and . 
indeed Mr Cowley's declamation agatnft him hangs | 
chiefly on that point) whether Cromwell was an honcily 
not whether he was a great man ? and how far what 
he did will admit of a juftififcation ? This is the propo* 
fition 1 have hadin.view throughouLthc prcfenteffay : , 
every reader muft judge, according to his own ienti- 
ments of government, and the critical fituation of thofe 
times, how much I have carried it in his favour. For I 
till the-points are fettled, in what cafes, and how far, 

* See Cpw ley's woik$ i^mo, p. j;?;', in vol. U. 
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refiftance to the fupremc maglftrate be lawful ; and at 
what cfifis a man may» to prevent confuiion, afTume 
• that power to himfelf which he fees to be falling away 
from others ; I cannot fee that we have any certainty 
to -detern\ine thefe matters by Cromweirs fincerity, 
which I have almoft every where given up, efpecially 
after his breaking off with the King ; but this, I think, 
18 done with no more difadvantage to him, than the 
King himfelf 18 ftripped'of the fame virtue, upon evi- 
dence equally valid. And allowing him lo be defect 
tive in this, and that he was a molt finiihed diffembler 
(if indeed diffimulation were in him properly a defedl) 
I (hould be glad to know what other qualification, 
rcceffary to the forming a great prince, 1 will not veu" 
ture to fay a good man, appears to be wantitjg in hiitt.^ 

But I proceed to my other qLOtation, in which the 
author make* the demon difcufs his quefti&ri. Whether 
the'Protedor was a tyrant in the ufurpation of power ? 
The pafiage runs thus : 

" I fay, thatTiot only he, but no man ever was fo, 
(a tyrant in the ufurpatiofi of power) ; and that for 
thefe reafons : Firft, becaufe all power belongs only 
to Godjwho is the fource and fountain of it, as Kings 
are of all honours in their dominions. Princes are but 
his viceroys in the little provinces of this world ; and 
to fome he gives t^ieir places for a few years, to fomc 
for their lives, and to others (upon ends and deferts 
beft knbwn to himfelf, or merely for his indifputablc 
good ,pleafure) he bcftows, as it were, leafes upon them, 
and their pollerity, for fuch a date of time as is pre- 
fixed in that patent of their deftiny, which is not le- 
gible to you men below. Neither is it more unlawful 
for Oliver to fucceed Charles in the kingdom of Eng- 
land, when God fo difpofes of it, than it bad been for 
hini to have fucceeded the Lord Strafford in the lieu- 
tenancy of Ireland, if he had been appointed to it by 
the King then reigning. Men are in both cafes o- 
bliged to obey him, whom they fee aAually inverted 
with the authority, by that fovercign from whom h« 
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ought to derive it, without difputing or examining the 
caufes, either of the removal of the one, or the prefer- 
ment of the other. Secondly, bccaufe*all power is at- 
tended either by the eledion or confent of the people, 
and that takes away the objc6lion of forcible in.trufion ^ 
or elfe by a conqueft of ihem, and that gives fuch a 
legal authority as muft be wanting in the ufurpation 
of a tyrant : io that either this title is right, and then 
there are no ufuirpers ; or elfe it is a wrong one, and 
then there arc none elfe but ufurpers, if you exanoine 
the original pretences of the princes of the world. 
f^Thirdly, ("which, quitting the difpute in general* is a 
particular j unification of his highnefs) the government 
of England was totally broken and difTolved, and ex- 
tinguilhed by the confufions of a civil war ; fo that his 
highnefs could not be accufed of poffeffing himfelf vio- 
lently of the antient building of the cominonwealth^ 
but to have prudently and peaceably built up a new 
one out of the ruins and afhts of the former > and he 
who, after a deplorable (hip wreck, can with extraordi- 
nary induftry, gathei' together the difpferfed and broken 
planks and pieces of it, and with no lefs wonderful art 
and facility fo rejoin them, as to make a new vcflcl 
more tight and beautiful than the old one, deferves, no 
doubt, to have the command of her (even as his high- 
nefs had) by the defire of the feamcn and paffengers 
themfelves.J And do but confider lailly, (for I omit 
a multitude of weighty things that might be fpo^en 
upon this noble argument) do but confider ferioufly 
and impartially with yourfelf, what admirable parts of 
wit and prudence, what indefatigable diligence and in- 
vincible courage muik of neceflity have concurred in the 
perfon of that man, who, on fo contemptible begin- 
nings, and through fo many thoufand difficulties, was 
able not only to make himiclf the greateft and mod 
abfolute monarch of this nation, but to add to it the 
entire conqueft of Ireland and Scotland (which the 
whole forc^ of the world, joined with the Roman vir- 
tue^ could never attain to), and to crown all this with 
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illuftrious andheroical undertakings, and fucceffes upon 
all oiir foreign enemies ; do but, 1 fay, coi^fider this, 
and you will confefs, that his prodigious merits were 
a better title to imperial dignity, than the blood of an 
liundred royal progenitors ; and will rather lament that ' 
he lived not to overcome more nations, than envy him 
the conqueft and dominion of thefe *.** 

I refer the reader to the author's works for his an- 
fwer at large to the foregoing propofitions, it being too 
long to be jnferted here ; but mud inform him before- 
hand, that if he is not prejudiced by notioss of abfolute 
indefeaiible right, I am apt to think he will imagine. 
Mr Cowley might; upon the main, as well have let this 
enquiry alone ; and that he has ftated the points of 
affumption and tranflatidn of empire a little too ftrong- 
ly on the Protcftor's fide, unlefs his own arguments 
had been better founded, and more conclufive. 

To make Cromwell the fole author of all that confu- 1 
lion, and diifolution of government, in which he mani- 
.fcftly bore only a part, and that in the capacity of a 
fervant 5 but which he fingly rellored again at a criti- 
cal time to his own advantage ; and yet . to deny him 
every great endowment, moral and intelleftual ; nay 
the very honour of having once faid a wife and witty 
thing ; this is more of the fame abfurdity that was be- 
fore exploded, and what might wejl enough make his 
antagonist ** fall a laughing, as the author himfelf ex- 
preflcs it, at the fimplicity of his dilcourfe f .'* As to 
the reft, there may be much truth in what he advances 
upon moral and Chriftian principles, * and fomewhat 
immoral and unchriftian in a few of the Machiavellian 
maxims above recited : yet the admitting of all this 
does not derogate fr6m Cromwell's abilities, nor lefTen 
the merit of his making a good ufe of power, vyhen he 
might, without controul, have abufed it to the vilcit 
purpofce. 

U 

♦ Vol. 11. p. 594, &c. 
t Page 617. 
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^Q. I. 

A Letter of %he Marquis cf Montrofe to King 
Charles I. delivered during the treaty of^Uxbridge^ 
and which wa$ $k^ occwoii of brjea^iirg off tbc 
iponfcrenccai.. 



May it pUafe pur Majefiy, 

npHE laft difpatch I fent your Majefty was by my 
-•■ worthy friend, and your Majefty's brave fcrvant. 
Sir William Rollock, from Kintore, near Aberdeen^ 
dated the t4th of Septealber laft ; wherein I acquainted 
ybur Majefty with ^he good fuccefs of your arms in 
this kingdom* and of the battles the juftice of your 
ca^fe bas won over your obdured rebel fubjef^s. Since 
Sir Willi^im R.-oilock went, I have travcrfed all the 
north of Scotland, up to ArgyleV country^ who durft 
not ftay my coming, or \ fliouid have given your Ma- 
jefty a good account cf him e'«r now. But at laft I 
h^rvc met with himyefterday to his coll ; of which your 
jgracious Majefty will be pleafed to receive the foiiov- 
ing particujars'. 

After I Had hid wafte the whole county of Argylc, 
and brought off provifions for my army of vrhat could 
be found, I received information, that Argyle was got 
together with a conftdefable army made up chiefly of 
bis own clan, and vaffals, and tenants, with others of ^ 
th^ rebels that jomed him ; and that he was at Inver- 
Jochy, where he expe£ted the Earl of Seaforth, and the 
$ept (family) of the Fra^j^ers, to Colne up to him wi^j{^ 
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dfl the forces they could get together. Upon thi» m-^ 
telHgence I departed out of Argylefhirey and marched 
through LorD^ GiencO) and Aber^ till I cam« to 
Xiochnefs ;' my delign being to fall upon Arorylci be- 
fore Seaforth and the Frazers could join him. My 
inarch was throngh inacceifible moutitains, where I 
. could have no guides but cow-herds , and they fcarce 
acquainted with a place but (ik miles from their own 
Ikabitationff. . If I 'had been attacked but with one hun- 
dred men in fome of thefe pafles, I mi»£t haire certainly 
rdtUrned back f for it would have been^ impoiiible to 
force my way, rooft of the paffca being fo ftrait, that 
three men could net march a-breaft. 1 was willing to 
let the world fce> that Argyle. was not the man his 
Highland men believed him to be, and that it was not 
impoflible to beat him in his own Highlands. The 
diificulteft march of all, was over the Lochaber moiin* 
tarns, which we at lad furmounted, and came upon the 
t>ack of the enemy when they lead fufped:ed us, having 
ent offibmc fcbuts we met four miles from Inverlochy. 
Our van came within view of them about five o'clock 
la the afternoon^ ^nd we made a halt till our rear vi^as 
got ftp, which could not be done tjll eight at night. 
The rebek took the alarm and ilood to their arms, as 
well as We, all night, which was moon-light, and. very 
clear. There were fome few ikirmilhes between the 
rebels and us all the nigjit, and with no lois on 'our 
fide, but one roan . By break of day 1 ordered my men 
to be ready to fall on upon the fird fignal ; and I un- 
derftood fince by the prifoners, the rebels did the fame. 
A little after the fun was up both armies met, and the^ 
rebels fought for fome time with great bravery ; the 

[ prime of the Canjpbells giving the firft onfct as men 

Chat deferved to fight in a better caufe. Our men, 
having a nobler caufe, did wonders, and came* immedi- 
ately to puih of pike, and dint of Tword, after their 
firft firing. The rebels could not fland it, but, after 
fome refiftance at firlt, began to run, whom we purfued 

L fbr nine miles together, making a £reat Daughter ; 

f • Ua 
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V'hicli I would have hindered, if pbfliblc, that I miglit 
favi your Majefty's rebel fubjefts ; for well I know 
your Majefly does not delight in their blood, but m 
their returning to their duty. There were at Icalt fif- 
teen hundred killed iVi the battle, and the purfuit ; a- 
mong whom Were a great many of the moll confider- 
able geritlcmc* of the name of Campbell, and fomc of 
them nearly related to the Earl, ^have faved and ta- 
ken prifoners fevera) of them, that have acknowledged 
tu ire their fault, ard hy all the. blame on their chief. 
Ibome gentlemen of the lowlands, that had behaved 
themfclves bravely in the battle, when they faw all 
loft, fled into their old'caftles ; and upon their furren- 
iicr I have treated ihem honourably, and takea their 
parole, never to besr arms againft your Majefty. We "i 
have of your Majefty's army abotit two hundred wound- 
Cv*, but f hope few of them dangciroufly. I can hear* ' 
but of four killed, and one of them whom I cannot 
nar.^e to yollr Majefty but with' grief of mind, Sir Tho- 
mas Ogilvy, of whorti I wrote to you in my laftv. He. 
is not yet dead, but they fay he cannot poffibly live, and' ' 
we give him over for dead. Your Majefty had never a 
truer fervant, iior there never was a honeftcr gentleman. i 
For the reft of the partkulaj^a of this aclion, I refer 
inyfelf to the bearer, Mr Hay, whom your Majefty. 
knows already, and therefore 1 need not recommend, 
him. . • , ^ 

Now, facred Sir, let me humbly intrcat your Majie- 
fl y':^ pardon, if I prefume to write you my poor thoughts, 
and opinion about what 1 heard by a letter I received 
iVom nny friends in the fouth laft week, as if your Ma- I' 
jelly v/as enterinfg into a treaty with your rebel parHa- j 
ment in England. The fuccef* of your arm* in Scot- •' 
land does not more rejoice my h.art, than that news. 
from England is likc^to break it. And whatever comes 
of me, 1 will fpeak my mind freely to your Majefty f 
for it is not mine^ but your Majefty's lutereft I feek. 
When I had the honour of waiting upon your Majefty 
the laft, I told you at full length what 1 fully ucdef 
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itopdf ot tht dcfigns of your rebel fubjcjfts' in both 
kii^gdortis, ; which 1 had occafibn to know as nauCh aa 
any one whatfoevcr, being at tliait time, as they thought, 
entirely in their intereft. Your Maj^fty may remember 
how much yon fa id yoii were -convinced I was in the 
rieht In my opinion of them. 1 am furc there n no- 
thing fall en out fince, to inalce your Majefty change 
ybwr judgment in all thofe things I laid before your 
Majefty at that time. The more your Majefty gt^nts, 
the more will be afked ; and I have too much reafon to 
know, that they will not reft fa'fisfied with left than 
making your Majefty a kmg x>f ftraw. I hope tbip 
news 1 hive received iibout the treaty may be a mif- 
take; and the rather, that the letter wjier^with tbe 
Queen was pleafed to honour me, dated the 30th of 
December, mentions no fuch thing. Yet 1 know not 
what to make of the intellgence I received, fince it 
comes from Sir RobertJSpothvcod, who writes it with 
great regret 5 and* it h no wonder, confidering that no 
roan living^ is a mone true fubjedi than he. Forgive me, 
facred Sovereign, to teil your Majefty, th^t in ray poor 
opinion,, it is unworthy of a King to treat with rebel 
fubjeftSy while they haite their fwords intheir hand^ 
And though God forbid 1 fhpuld ftint your Majefty'* 
tnetx^-, yet I muft declare the horror that 1 am in,^ 
when I think of a treaty^ while your Majefty and they 
are m a fifcid with two armfle^ ; iinlefi they diiband, 
and fubmit themfelves entirely to your Majefty's good- 
nefs and pardon. As^ to the ftate of alfairs in thin 
kingdom, the bearer will fully inform your Majefty in 
every particular. And' give me leave, with all humili- 
ty, to aflure your Majefty, that, through God's blef- 
fing, I am in thefaircft way to reduce this kingdom tp 
your Majefty's obedience. And if the mcafures I have 
concerted with your othef loyal fubjeds fail me not^ , 
which they hardly cafn, I doiibt not but before the end 
of this fummer Lftiall be able tocomcto your Majefty^s 
^ffiftance with a brave army ; which, backed with th« 
jtifl^ce 4i^f -yolir Majefty's caufe, will nmke the rebels io 
U 3. 



*$4> Aj P P- E N D I' X; 

England, a$ well as in ScotlsiQdi^ feel the joft reward^, 
of rebellion. Only. give me le^ve, afi^cr. I have reduced^ 
this country to yopr Majcftyls obedience* and con-, 
quer^d from Dan to BeerJhcba, to fay, to jpur ^ycfty . 
then, as Bavid's general did tp , hlfi m^Vt^r^ " Conic 
thou thyfelf, kft th^ couiitry bill cajl<2d;ty my.naip^ ;'* 
for, in all my afiions, I arti only at your Majcfty's,: 
honour and intereft, as bi^comes one that is.t^vhis laf^^ 
breath) 

Mafy Jt jleafe your Majefty, 
Your Majefty's moft huijAUc^ . 
Inverlochy, in, Moft faith&l, and, ' 

Lochabery Moil obec^ent fervaot and fusjed, 

i?2rJ,3,i645K JfQNTIlpSE.. 
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^efubftance of Cromweirs firft conference with the^^ 
n^embers and officers concerning fettling the nation* , 
Whitelock's memoir8^,p. 516, At 

•f ENTHALLr the fpeakerbegatt thus: <«My Lordr, 
■*^ tl^is company were very ready to attend your Exr 
c^ljency ; and the builnefs you ave pleafed to propoun<J ; 
to us, is very neceflaty ta bc.cenfidered^ God hatk 
given marvellous futcefa to ouit fixrces under ^your com? 
iriand, an$l if we do not improve thefe mercies to fomf 
f^ttlement, fuch as mayi>e to God's honouf, and the . 

poU of this;, comnuMiwealth, we ih^U be very mudi , 

lame- worthy* 

Harrifpn. I think, that which no^ Lord^eneral hath , 
prppqj^ded,^is\(o advife us to a fettlement bpth of ouf 
ciyil and; fpiritual liberties, and fo that the mercies , 
which the Lord hath given in to us, may not be caft 
away ; bow this may be doneJs the gceat;rqju^ftion. 

Whitelock* It \9 a gr^at queftion^ indeed, and no( . 
fuddenly to be refolved.; .yet it were pity that a meet* 
xx^ of fp^ntany able rwonhy peifiuis ^%. I i%% her^i (h<>ul4;i 
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Jbie, frnitlefs. I fiiould humbly offer, in the firlVplace,^. 
whether it be not rcquifite. to be un4erftpod, in what 
Vray this^fettleinejitis defired*. whether of aAabfolute 
republic, or. wii^b aof mixture ofrmooarchy^ 

General Cromwell . My lord comtniffipner White- 
lock hath p*Jt UB upon the. riekt point ; andjodeed^it 
is my meaning, that inre {ho)iM cpnfidei;» whether a re^ 
public, 0% 9, m^^d .mpnarlphial ,govcrnni\ent, will be beft 
to be fettled.^ and if any thing xnpnarchi^l, then in. 
vAom th^ ppwrr ihj^ll.be placed*. 

Sir Tho^ Widdrington. I think a mixed raonarchial; 
^overn^)ent,will.be moftfui table to the l^ws and people 
of this nation > and if any monarchial, 1 fuppofe we 
fliall hpldjt mo.ft juft t^; pUc^ that power in one of the. 
fons of the late ^ing. 

l^leetwood.. 1 think that the q«eftion. Whether an 
abfplate republic, or a mixed" monarchy, the befl: to be 
fettled in this na^iion, will npt be very eafy to be deter: 
mine4. 

Lord Chief jufticc St John, It will *be found that 
the government of this nation, without fomething of 
n}pnai;chial power, will be very difficult to be fo fet- 
tled, as not io ftiake the foundation of our laws, and. 
the Ubftties of the peopl^c. 

Lenthall. It will breed a ftrange confufion to fettle 
a government of this nation, without fomething of mo-. . 
Dfirchy. 

Defboroughw I befecch you, my Lord, why may 
not this, as well as other nations, be governed in the 
^ay of a republic. 

Whitelock. The laws of England are fo interwoven 
with the power and pra^ice of monarchy, that to fettle 
a. government without fomething of monarchy in it, 
would make fo great an, alteration' in the proceedings 
of our law, that you have fcarc'c^ime to rectify, nor 
c?n we well iforefee the inconveniencies which will a«> 
rife thereby. ^ 

Whalley. I do not well underftand matters of law ^ 
t^( it fecms fq me the beft way^i not to have any things 
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of monarcliial j)6Wer hi the fettlem'ent of our goverrt- 
inent. And if we fhould refolT^e upon ^hy, whom have 
we to pitch on ? The King's eldelt fon bath been in 
arms againfl us> and bis fecond fon like wife is our e- 
nemy. 

Sir Thomas Widdrington. Bdt the late King's 
third foto, the Duke of Gloucefter, is Hill am6ng us^ 
and too young to have been in arms againft us, or in* 
fedcd with the principles of our enemies. '.< 

Whitelock. There may be a day given for the 
King's cldeft fon, or for the Duke of York his brother^ 
to come IB to the parliament ; and upon fuch terms 
as (hall be thought fit, arid agreeable both to our dvil 
and fpiritual liberties, a fettlcment may be made with 
them. 

General Croirivyell. That wiJl be a bufiYicfs of more 
than ordinary difficulty : but really, I think, if it may- 
be done with fafety, and prefervation of our rights, 
both as £ngli(hmen and as Chrifiians, that a fettlen^ent 
with fomething of monarchial po\vcr in it Would be 
very effedual. 



No. III. 

A remarkable conference between General Cromwelf 
arid Whitelock on the fame fubjcdt.. Whitelock^ 
p. .548. B. ct kq. 

T^HE Lord-general Cromwell meeting with Cont* 
•*• miffioncr Whitelock one evening in the park, fa* 
luted him with more than ordinary courtefy, and de- 
fired to have fpme private difepurfe with him. White- 
lock waited on him accordingly, and after fome previa 
ous difcourfe, the Lord- general proceeded thus: — 
" Your Lordfhip hath obferved nioft truly the inclina- 
tions of the officers of the army to particular fadions,. 
and to murmurinffs^ that they are not rewarded ac- 
cording to their deferti; and otbcrsi who have veai^ 
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turcd leaft, have gained moft, and tBey have neither 
proBfc nor preferment, ndr place in government, which 
others hold, who have undergone no iiardfhips or ha- 
2ards for the commonwealth ; and herein they have 
/too much of truth y yet their infolence is very great, 
and their influence on the private foldiers . works them/ 
to the like difcontents ah4 murmurings* 

" Then as for the members of parliament, the army 
begins to have a ftra;ige diftade againft them, and I 
wifn their pride, and anlbition, and felf-feeking, in* 
groffing alf places of honour ani profit to themfelves- 
and their friends, and their daily breaking forth ihto 
hew and violent parties and factions ; their delays of 
bufinefs, and deiighs to perpetuate themfelves^ and to- 
continue the power in their own hands ; their meddling; 
la. private matters bctvwen party tind party,, contrary 
to the inllitution of parliaments, and their mjuftice and 
partiality in thofe matters, and the fcandaleus lives^ of 
feme of the chief of them ; thefe things, my Lord, do* 
give too much ground for people 16 open their moutha 
agalnft them, and to diftike them. Nbr can' t!&ey Be* 
kept within the boUnds of juftice, and I'at^ or reafon,. 
they themfelves being the fupreme power of the nation, 
liable to no account to any,' not to be controukd or 
regulated by any other power, there being none fupe- 
rior, or co-ordinate with ih&m.. So that unlefs there 
be feme authority and power fo full and fo high,, as to 
relbrain and keep things in better order, and that may 
be a check to thefc exorbittincies, it will be impofTible 
lA human reafon to prevent our vuin.'* . 

Whitelock anfwered : f* I confefs the danger we are 
in by thefe extravagancies and inordinate powfers, is 
more than I doubt is generally apprehended ; yet as to 
that part of it which aoncerns the foldiery, your Ex- 
cellency's power and commlflion^ is fufiicient already 
to rcllrain and keep them in their due obedience ; and 
blefled be God, you have done it hitherto, and I doubt 
not but by your wiCdom you will be able ftill to do it» 
A& to the rayembcrs of parliam^t, I confefs the great* 
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tS. difficulty lies ther^r your commiiBon being from 
theiUy and they being acknowledged the fupreme power 
of the nation, fubjen to no controuls^ noi^ allowine znf 
appeal from them. Yet^ I am furc, your Excellency 
will not look upon tjiem as generally depraved : toa 
many of them are much to blame' in tbofe things yoa 
have mentionedi and many unfit things have pafTed a« 
mong them ; But I hope, well of the majpr part of 
them, when great matters come to a decifion.'* 

The Lord-general replyed, *' There is fittTe hopev 
of a good fettlcment to be made by them^ really there 
19 not ; but a great deal of fear, that they will' deftroy 
again what the Lord hath done gracipuily for them 
and us. We all forget God> and God will forget usy 
and give us up to.confufion ; and thefe me* will help 
it on, if they be fuffcred to proceed in their ways ^ 
feme courfe muft be thought on to curb and reftrain; 
them, or we (hall be mined by thcmi" 

Upon thri Whitcfock (aid, " We ourfelvcs-Iiavc ac- 
knowledged them the (iipreme power^ smd taken our 
eommrflTons and anthonty in the higheft concernments 
from them; and how to reftrain and curb thena after 
this, it will be hard to &id out a^ way for it.'' 

The general then put this (hort qpeftion to Whiter 
lock, ** What if a: man (houM take upon Eim to be 
King?* WhitelbckfaidV «*'He thought that the re- 
, medy w^uld be worfe than the difeafe :'* And the gc» 
neral ailtibg him,, ^ Why he thought fb,'** her pro- 
ceeded : *' Artoyeur ow^ pcrfon, the title of King 
would be of no a<fvantage,> becaufc you have the full 
Itiqgly power in you already, ooncerning the militiav.- 
as you are general : as to the nomination of: civil o^ 
ficera^ tj^qfe whom you think fitteft are fcl3onr refufcd' ;l 
and although you have no negative vote in the paffing 
of laws, yet y^h^x you diflike will not be eafily carried ; 
and the taxes are already fettled, and in your power 
to difpofe the money raifed. Andas to foreign affairs, 
tliough the ceremonial application be made to the par* 
^i^^entf yet th? escpeftation of good or bad fucceis in 
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itf 18 from your Excellency .; and ptrtifiular follcltafci* 
OQS of foreign minifters are made to you oidj. So that 
I apprehend indeed lefs envy,' and danger, and pomp« 
V bat not lefs power« afid real opportunities of doing good 
In your 1>eing g^neraU^ tban would be If you had af- 
ftimed the title of King/* 

Cromwell replied : " I have iieard fome of your pro- 
ieffion obferve^ that whoever ie ad^ually Kin^ by clcjq^ , / 
tiouy the ads done hy him are as lawful and juftMable^ ] 
ay' if done by a King who had the crown by inheri- 
tance ; and that by an a£fc of parliament in King Hen- 
ry the Seventh's reieu, it was fafer for the/people to 
T^Et under a King, ^t his title be what it will, than i 
under any other power." 

Whiteiock agreed to the legality; but much doubted 

i the egtpedlency of it ; and being afked, ** What dan- 

i ger he apprehended in taking this titlei*' he anfwered^ 

\ ** The danger I think would he this : one of the main 

point! of contrqyerfy betwixt us and our adverfaries^ is^ 

,. Whether the gavernment of this nation fhall be dla- 

I bliihed in monarchy, or in a free ftate or common* 

health ? And v^bii of our friends have engaged with 

41S, upojin the hopes of having th^ govctnment fettled 

in a free date, and to efFe£i that^ have undergone all > 

L their hazards and difficulties ; tliey being perfuaded 

I (though '^ think much miftalen) that under the go- 

^ vernment of a commonwealth^ they fhall 6nJoy more 

I Jibcrtyand right, both as to their fpiritual and civi} 

; concernments, than they ^fhali under nu)narchy» the 

preffures andNdiflike whereof are fo fre,fh in their me* 

! mories and fufFeriags. Now if your /Excellency (hall 

\ take upon you the title of King, this ftate . of your 

\ caufe .will be thereby wholly determined, and monarchy 

cftabliihed in your perfon ; andjthe qiieftion will be 00 

mofe, whether our government ihafl be by a monarch 

or by a free ftate, but, whether Cromwell or Stuart 

liijill be our king, or, monarch. . And that queftion, 

•^h^rein befo|re fo great parties of the nation were en* 

eT^g^> ^^'i' which was UAiycrfali will hy this meani 
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bccorpe in effed a private controvcrfy only ; before it 
was national, what kin^ of government we fhouldhave; 
now It will become particular, wbo (halt be our gover- 
nor, whether pf the family of the Stuarts, or of the 
family of the Cromwells. Thus the Rate of our coii- 
trovcrfy being" totally -chang^, all thofe who were for 
a commonwealth (and they are a very great and confi- 
derable party) having their hopes therein fruftatcd, 
. will dcfert you ; your hands will be weakened, your 
inter eft ftraitcned, and your caufe in apparent danger 
to be ruined." 

The general here acknpwledged that Whitelock 
fpoke 'reafon, and afkcd him, " What other thing he 
could propound, that might obviate the prefent dan- 
gers and difficulties, wkcreio they were all involved.*' . 
Whitelock confeiTed, jt would be the greateil difficulty 
to find out fuch an expedient ) but faid, he had fome 
things in his private thoughts upon this matter, which 
he feared were not fit orTafe for him to commn.iicate. 
But upon the general's prefl^ng him to diflblve them, 
and promifing there (hould be no prejudice come to hira 
by any private difcourfe betwixt them, and affuring 
him, he (hould never betray his friend, and that he 
ihould take kindly whatever he (hould offer ; White- 
lock began thus : " Give nve leave then fir ft to confi- 
der your Excellency's conditiqin. You are invironed 
with fecret enemies. Upon your fubduing the public 
enemy, the officers of your army. account themfclves 
all vidprs, and to have had an equal (liare in the con- 
queft with you. The fuccefs which God hath given 
us, hath not a little elated their minds, and many oi 
them are bufy, and of turbulent fpirits, and are not 
without their defigns l^ow they may difmount your 
Excellency, and fome of themfeWes get* up into the 
faddle ; how they may bring you down, and fet up 
themfelves. They want not counfel and encourage- 
ment herein, it may be, from fome members of the 
parliament, who may be jealous of your power and 
greatnefs^ left you (hould grow too high for them, and 



APPENDIX. 241 

in time over-mafter them ; and they will plot to bring 
you down firft, or to clip your wings.** 

The general upon this thanked Whitelock for fo 
fully confidcring his condition : *« It is, faid he, a tef- 
timony of your love to me and care of me, and you 
have rightly confidered it ; and 1 may fay, wfthout va- 
nity, that in iny condition yours is involved and all our 
friends, and thofe that plot my ruin will hardly bear 
your continuance in any condition vrxyrthy of you, 
Befides this, the caufe itfclf may poflibiy receive fome 
difadvantage, by the ftrugglings and contentions among 
ourfelves^. But what. Sir, arc your thoughts for pre- 
'vcntion of thofe mifchiefs that hang over our heads ?*' 

Whitelock then proceeded : " Pardon me. Sir, in 
the next place, a little to confider the condition of the 
King of Scots. This prince being now by your va- 
lour, and the fuccefs which God hath given to the par- 
liament, and to the army under your command, reduced 
to a very low condition, both he, and all about him, 
cannot but be very inelinable to hearken to any terms, 
whereby their loft hopes may be revived of his being 
-reftored to the crovm, and they to their fortunes and 
mttive country. By a private treaty with him you may 
fccure yourfelf, and your friends, and their fortunes ; 
you may make yourfelf and your pofterity as great 
and permanent, to all human probability, as ever any 
fubjcft was, and provide for your friends : you may- 
put fuch lin^its to 'monarchial power,- as will fecure oyr 
Spiritual and civil liberties, and you may fecure the 
caufe in which wc are all engaged ; and this may be 
clTeAually done, by having tht; power of the militia 
continue in yourfelf, and whom you (hall agree upon 
after you. 1 propound therefore for your Excellency 
to fend to the King of Scots, and have a private treaty 
with him for that purpofe." . 

The general hereupon told him,^ Ke thought he had 

much rea£on for what he propounded : But, faid he, 

it is a matter of fo high importance and difficulty, that 

it'deferves more time of confidftauon and debate, thaa 

X 
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is at prefent allowed us ; w6 (hall therefore take a far- 
ther time to difcourfe of ^it. ^ 

Whitelock fays, " With this the general broke off, 
and went to other company, and fo into Whitehall, 
feemfng by his countenance tind carriage difpleafed 
with wLit I had fj^id. Yet he never objeded it againd 
me in any public meeting afterwards,: only his car- 
riage towards me from that time was altered, and his 
advifing with me not fo^ frequent and intimate aa be- 
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IN the jnftrument of government, fubfcribcd the i6th 
of December 1653, by Cromwell when he was Lord- 
protestor, it was declared that the members for the 
futuvebe thus eleAed, to the end that the kingdom 
might be more equally reprefented. 

Bedford county 5, town i. 

Berks, county 5, Abingdon i, Reading i. 

Bucks, "county 5, Buckingham i, Ailcfbury i, Wic- 

comb I. - 

Cambridge, county 4, Iflc of Ely 2, Cartibridge, town 

X, Unlvcrfity I. ^ 

Chefter, county 4,'city I. 
Cornwall, county 8, Launcefton i, f ruro* '> Penryn 

I, Eafllow and Weftlow i. 
Cumberland, county 2, Carlifle i. 
Derby, county 4, town i. 
Devon, county i i^Exeter 2, Plymouth 2, Dartmouth, 

Clifton, and Harderncfa.i, Totnefs 1, Tiverton, i, 

Honiton i. 
Dorfet, county 6, Dorchefter i, Weymouth and Mcl- 

comb-Regis i, Lyme- Regis i, Pool 1. 
Durham, county 2, city r. 
Effex, county 13, Maiden i, Col'chefter 2. 
Gloucelter, county 5, city 2, Tcwkfbury I, Circnccf- 

ter I. 
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\ Jlcreford, county 4, city i» Lcmpfter 1. 
1/ Hertford, county 9, town 1, St Alban*8 r. 
[ Huntingdon, county 3, town I. 

I Kent, county ri, Canterbury 2, Rockefter i. Maid- 
\ ftonc I, Dover r, Sandwich i, Quccnborough i. 

[ Lancafter, county. 4, town 1, Prclton, i, Liverpool 
t 1, Mancheiler i. 

j Lcicefter, county 4, town 2. 

' Xincoln, county 10, city 2, Bofton I, Grantham i, 
Stanaford i, Great Grimfby i. 
Middlefex, county 4, London 6, Weflminftcr 2. 
Monmouth, county 3. 

Norfolk, county id, Norwich 2, Lynn 2, Yarmouth 2> 
Northampton, county '6, town i , Peterborough i . 
Nottingham, county 4, town 2. 
Northumberland, county 3, Newcatlle I, Berwick i, 
Oxon, county 5, city 1, univcrfity i, Woodllock 1. 
Rutland, county 2. 

Salop, county 4, Shrewfbury 2, Bridgenorth i, Lud- 
I lo.w I. 

-Stafford, county 3, town i, Litchfield 1, New^raflle i. 
Somerfet, county 1 1 , Briltol 2, Taunton 1, BathM^ 
Wells I, Bridgewater i. 
I Southampton, county 8, town i, Winchefter i, Portf- 
I mouth I, Wight Ifle 2, Andovcr i. 

I Suffolk, county 10, Ipfwich 2, Bury St Edmonds 3, 
Dunwich i, Sudbury i. 
Surry, county 6, Southwark 2i Guildfqrd i, Rygate I. 
Sufle^, county 9, Chichefter i, Lewes i, Eail Grim- 

ftcad r, Arundel i^ Rye 1. 
Weftmoreland, county 2. 
. Warwick, county 4, town I, Coventry 2. 
\ Worcefter, county 5, city 2. 

Wells, county 10, New Saruni 2, Marlborough i, 
Devizes 4. 
^ York, Weft-riding 6, Eaft- riding z. North-riding 4, 
city 2,^ Hull 1, Peverley i, Scarborough I, Rich . 
mond I, Leeds i, Halifax i. 
Anglefifea, county 2. 
' . X 2 



244 A P P E N I> I X. 

Brecon, county 2. 

Cardigan, county 2. 

Caermathen, county 2. ^ 

Denbigh, county a.' 

Flint, county 2. ^ 

GlaVnorgan, counfy 2, Cardiffe r^ 

Merioneth, county r. 

Montgomery, county 2. 

Pentbroke, county 3, Haverfof d Weft T, 

Radnor, county 2. 

No. v.- . 

A debate concerning the committee of the Houfc of 

, Common* in 1657, and Oliver Cromwell, upoji the 

humble petition aijd advice of the parliament, by 

by which he was defired to aflume the title of King. 

/^N April the nth, (according to Whitclock on 
^^^ the 4th) -the Prote&or was attended by the com- 
mittee, appointed by the parliament, to receive and 
iinfvver hrs doubts and* fcruples relating to their requeft 
and advice, that he would'aflfun^e the title of King ; 
but tjic Protestor being unwilling to difclofe his own 
fentiments, till he was informed of the reafons by which 
the parliament had been 'determined) the following 
arguments were offered by the cofnmittce, which con- 
filled of ibo members ; thofe who were depuled to tj^eat 
on this fubjecl, being 

Oliver St John, JLord Chief JiiHice. 

Lord Chief Juftice Glynne. 

Mr Whit clock, one of the Commiffioncrs of the 
Treafury. 

M^ F'^ ^' C CoJ^i^^^oii^rs of the Great Seal. 
Lord Broghill. ' 

Sir Charles Wolfeley. 
Sir Richard Onflow* ( 
Colonel Jones. 



!. 



X 
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N. B. We have taken tKeir arguments in one ferjcs 
6r dilcourfe, as they are given by a modern compiller \ ^ 
the whole debate, as it was printed in i66o, being fo 
tedious and intricate, that it would rather tire than en- 
tertain the reader, unlefs he were more than ordinarily 
curious to know what was (aid on fo unprecedented a 
fubjeck. ' ' 

li^aj^ it phafe your Hi^hnefsy 

XT is with grea^ fatisfadiioni that we fee ourfelves de« 
•*• puted by the parliament to confer with your Higb- 
liefs, upon the fettlement of the public tranquility, and 
the eftablifhmetit of fuch a form of government as may 
beft promote the great ends for which government was 
inftituted, for which we have been , fo long labouring, 
and for which he have hazarded our fortunes and our 
lives. We doubt not of finding your Highnefs ready 
t© concur in any lawful meafures, that can contribute 
to the happinefs of the public, to the pacification ' of 
.tht)fe differences that have fo divided them, and to the 
perpetuity of that freedom which has been fo dearly 
purchafed, and fo fuccefsfully defended. And >ve can- 
not forbear to infiarm you that, in our opinion, in the 
opinion of the parliament, and of the people who are 
reprefented by it, thefe purpofes cannot be eftcdiually 
profccuted by your Highnefs, without affuming not the 
office only, but the title likcwife of King. 

Your Highnefs may demand why, having already 
made you Protestor, iuvefted you with the x)ffice of 
chief magillrate, and intruded you with the care, of our 
liberties, our commerce, and our honour, we are now 
grown weary of our inllitution, and define to redore a ' 
title, which a long ferics of wicked adminiflration has 
made it proper to abrogate ; to this we can eafily an- 
fwcr, that our requeft is the requed of the people, the 
people, whofe intereit is chielj^ to be confideied, and to- 
whom it is your bighed honour to be a faithful fer* 
.y*at. That they have a right to judge for themfelvcs/ 
' X 3. 



246 ' A P P E N D I X. 

to promote their own happicefs by their own meafurcs, 
and to diftinguifh their fervants by what name or titles- 
they (hall judge moft proper, cannot be denied. Mo- 
narchy has always^ been thought by this liation, the 
moft eligible form "of government, and the title of King 
has been always confidercd by them as cffential to it- 
The office has never been complained of, nor the titlc^ 
changedj^ even by thofe parliaments that have made 
the ^riAeft enquiries into the defej^s of our conftitu- 
iions, and have had power to reform whatever they dif- 
liked. The office in general was >tilway8 regarded as 
ufeful and neceffary, and the title was reverenced, whcifc j 
the conduft of him that held it was condemned. It is 
never prudent to make needlefs alterations, becaufe we 
are already acquainted with z\\ the confequcnccs of 
known eftablifhments and antient forms ; but new me-^ 
thods of adminiflratron may produce evils which the 
moft prudent cannot forefee, iior the moft diligent rec- 
tify. But leaft of all are fuch changes to be made a» ■ 
draw after them the neceffity of endlefs alterations, and ^ 
extend their cflFedla througl^ the whole frame of govern- 
mcntk 

That the change of the title King to that of Pro- 
tcdor, or any 9ther, ' would affeft the rcmoteft links 
of fubordination, and alter the whole conftitutjon, is- i 
evident, at the rapft fupcrficial and tranfient view of 
the laws and cuftoms of the nation. Every officer of 
juftice adits in the King's name, and by the King*8 aii<- x ^ 
thority, an authority that gives life andefficacy to law, 
and makes every fentence valid and binding. In 'all 
criminal cafes the law knows not any profecutor but 
the King, nor can infli6i any punifhment but . in his 
name. 

If it be urged, that the judges have already taken 
their commrflions in the name of the Lord-protedor^^ 
and fuppofed his authority and that of the King to be 
the fame, let it be rennmbered that the judges them- 
felves were far from concurring in their opinions ; they 
whofe province 18 to jilRify the proceedings gf the go^ 
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YcrnAent to the people, were not fatisfied themfelves, 

and' even thofe that complied v/ith leaft rcluftance 

i pleaded rather the refilUcfs force of neceflity, than the 

authority, of law or the evidence of reafon ; and let us 

not reduce our judges to fay, when either the captious 

or confcietitious enquirer (hall demand the reafons of 

[ their condu^, that they adl not as they ought, but as 

7 they muft. 

In dtfiring you to aflume this title, the parliament 

has regard not only to; confcicnce but prudence, not ^ 

only'to the people's haj^pinefs but to your fafety. The 

office of Protedor is new and unheard of till now, 'and 

by confequeflce unknown to the law, nor underftood 

with regard to its relation to other parts of the confti- 

luti©n 5 fo that neither the duties of the Protcftor are 

known by the people, noh thofe of the people by the 

Prote6lor : fuch ignorarrcc and uncertainty can prpduce 

. nothing but difputes, murmurs, and confufions. 

[ The knowledge of our duty is ncccffatily previous to 

!^ the pra£):ice of iff, and how can any man know his duty 

to a maglftrate to whofe authority he « a ftranger ? ] 

The limits of obedience to a Protestor are fcftled by 

: . no law, nor is there any ftatute in^beinsg that condemns 

^ any attempt to fhake off his authority. For this rca- 

I fon it is not witholit long hefitation and importunate 

I 'pcrfuafion, that juries are prevailed upon to affigp the 

^' name, and fix the guih of trcafon to any conspiracies 

^ > againlt your life or government. The King^s autho- 

[ rity is fupported by the lawy and his perfon is exempt 

from violation ;-but the Protedor*s office has no fuch 

fandion, and his power may therefore be, if not juflly, ' 

■ yet. legally refitted; nor is his perfon fecured any o- 

[ therwil'e than that of the meanefl fubjeft. 

The Protedtor is indeed,' in a date of greater diffi- 
culty and embarrafrment than any other member of the 
community; he is obliged to obey the laws, but with 
f regard to his office is not protected by them j he is re- 
• ftrainedbythe law from any exorbitant exertions of 
power; bu^ oot fupported by it ia the due exercife of 
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f his authority : thofe who aft by ih^ Proteftor's eoili* 

I miffion, can receive from him no other power lha» 

b fuch as he is invcfted with, a power which the laws of 

the nation, thofe laws which on all occafions every man 
muft appeal, difaVow, and rejcA. So that no man can 
[ be obliged, by law to admit the determinations of the 

i courts as obligatory and conclufivc ; and how^rcat the 

number is of thofe who deny any moral or confeienti- 
' ou» reafon for obedience to the prefent government, 

your Highnefs needs not to be informed. Thefe men j 
< however at prefent fubjefted, are at leaft formidable by 

their multitudies, and it is always more eligible to pro- 
cure a chearful and willing, than conftrain an, involaa- 
tary and reluftant obedience. All thefe men allow the 
^ authority of regal authority, and profcfs their willing- 

nefs to fubmit to it ; fo that all opinions unite in this- 
[ point, and all parties concur to make a compliance 

with this rcqueft neceflary to your Highnefs.- 

Nor is it only for your own fake that t^is defire is- 
warmly preffed, but for the fecupity of thofe whofc 
endeavours have contributed to the eflablifhment of 
the prefent government, or ftiall hereafter aft by your 
authority. All thofe who receive commiflions from 
the King, by whatever means exalted to the ^rone^^ 
are fecurcd from profecution and puilifhment in any 
change of affairs, by the ftatute of the eleventh year 
of fienry the Seventh ; but the name of Proteftor can 
confer no fuch fecurity, and' therefore the cautious and 
vigilent will always decline your fervice, or profecute 
your affairs with diffidence and timidity, even the ho- 
neft and fcrqpulous will be fearful- of engaging where* 
they have nothing but their own opinion to fet in ba- 
' ^ lance againft the law ; and the artful and the avariti- 

ous, the difcontented and the turbulent, will never 
, ceafe to contrive a revolution by which they may re- 

venge the wrongs that they imagine themfelves to have 
received, and riot in the fpoils of their enemies. 

The prefent alienation of the crown of thefe realms 
from him who pretends to claim them t>y his birth; 
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may be compared to a divorce, which may, by the mu- 
tual co«feDt of both parties, be fct afide. It Is there- 
fore neceffary, to |)rcvcnt any future re- union, that the 
crown may be coiifigned»to anbther. 

Were the reafons for your affumption of this title 
lefs weighty than they appear, the defire of parliament 
ought to aiid to their efficacy. It is not to be con- 
ceived that we are able to afiign all the arguments that 
might be formed by the united and concurrent wifdbm 
of fo numerous zvd difcerning an aflembly, an affembly 
deputed by the whole people to judge and ad for them. 
The defircs of a parliament ar^ never to be confidered 
as fud^en ftarts of imagination, or to be rejefted as tri- 
vial, or unworthy of confideration : the defire of the 
parliament is the voice of the people : nor can it, in- 
deed, be HOW difrcgarded, without breaking all the 
rules of policy, and neglcding the firft opportunity of 
reinllating the nation in tranquility. The parliament, 
the only authority which the nation reverences, has 
now firft- attempted to eftabiifh a legal and fettled go- 
Yernmcnt, by conferring on your Highijefs the title of 
King, which you therefore cannot rcfufe without en- ' 
couraging the enemies of our government, by fhowing 
not only, that the chief magiilrate of the natio» bears 
a title unknown to the law, but. even fuch as is dis- 
proved by the parliament, that parliament which hiih- 
fclf called. . 

But the parliament is far from dcfiring that their 
authority alone fhould enforce their defire, for which 
they have fo many and fo itrong reafons to- alledge ; 
m)r are their own reafons alone to be confidered, bat 
the authority of all former parliaments, who have ever 
been, to the laft degree, cautious of admitting the leaft 
change in any thing that related to the coullituent part, 
of our government. 

When King James, after his acceffiop to the crown 
of England, was defirous of changing his title to that 
of King of Great Britain, the parliament refufed to 
admit any alteration i'n the regal ftile ; not that they 
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dlfcovcre^ any apparent 111 confequenccs arifing from 
it, but becaufe they did not know, hovj far it might af- 
fcA the coiiftitution, nor to what farther alterations it 
might make away. 

In the laie parliament, when it was propofed that 
the name of parliament (hould be changed to that of 
reprefentativc of the people, the propofal was for the 
fame reafon difapproved. " Nolumus leges Angliac 
rife tar i** was a fixed principle of the antient barons* 
and certainly nothing can (hew greater weaknefs than 
to change without profpe£^ of advantage. Long prc- 
fcription is a fufficient argument in favour of a prafticc 
againft which nothing can be alledged ; nor h it fuffi- 
cient to affirm that the change may be made without 
^inconvenience, for change itfelf is an evil, and ought 
to be balanced by fdme equivaletit advantage, and 
h.ad confequenccs may arife though wCr do not forefec 
them. 

But the confequenccs of the change now propofed 
are neither remote nor doubtful ; by fubftituting the 
name and office of Prote6lpr hi the place of thofe of 
King, we fhall immediately alarm the- people, wp (hall 
a>vaken the jealoufy of the wife, and the fears of the 
timorous ; t^ere will be indeed fome reafons for ap* 
prehenfion and fufpicion, which deiigaing men will not 
fail tq exaggerate for their own purpolcs. The firft 
queilion, that will naturally arife will be, what is this 
new ones office of Protedor, upon what ^w is it found- 
ed, and what are the limits of his authority ? To thefe 
enquiries what anfwer can be returned ? Shall it be 
faid that hi^ authority is independent, defpotic, and 
unlimited ? Where then is the liberty for which the 
wifeft and Left men of this nation have been fo long con- 
tending? What is the advantage of all our battles and 
all our vidories ? If we fay that the authority of the 
Protcftor is bounded by the laws, how fhall we prove 
the aflcrtion ? What law (hall we be able to cite, by 
which the duties' of the ProteAor to the people, or 
thofe of the people to the Protedor, are marked out* 
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Thifr then is. the great reafon upon which the par- 
liament have made their requeft. The people are to 
be governed according to the law, and the law ac- 
knowledges no fuprcme magiftt-ate but tlie King. ' It 
is neceffary to the good adminiftration of the ftate, that 
the duty both of governors and fubjedts ftiould be known, 
limited, and ftated, that neither the governors may 
opprcU the people, nor the people rebel againft the 
governors : the parliament therefore dcfires that the 
office and title of King may be refiored as they are un- 
derdood in their whole extent, ajnd in all their relations. 
Every man is well informed when the King ads In 
conformity to the law, and when he tranfgrefles the 
limits of his authority. But of the power of the Pro- 
tcAor they know nothing, and therefore will fufpe£l 
every thing : nor indeed can their fufpicions bereafon- 
ably cenfured ; for till they are informed what are the 
claims of this new magiRratey how can they know 
their own rights ? 

If your Hlghnefs (hould injure, or opprefs any man, 
to what law can he appeal ? He may, indeed, difcover 
that the King could not have attacked his property, 
but will never be able to prove that the ProteAOr is 
fubjcft to the fame rcftraint ; fo that neither your 
Highnefs is protected by the law when you do right, 
nor the fubjedl redreffed if you (hould do wrong. 

The end foj* which monarchy has been for. fome time 
fufpended, is the happinefs of the people, and this end 
can only be attained by revivi«g it. The queftion may 
indeed be brought to a fhort iffucj for cither the office 
of Protedlor is the fame with that of King, or fomc- 
thing different from It ; if it be the fame, let us not be 
fo weak as to impofe upon our felves, or fo difhoneft as 
to endeavour to deceive others,, by rejefting the name 
while we retain the thing ; let not an avcrlion to an 
idle* found, to a name reverenced by the people, and 
approved by the parliament, Incite you to rejeft the 
petition ofj^he whole nation, to ralfc difficalties in the 
dlftributioa of jufticei and awaken thcmfelvcs in the 
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minds of all thoCe who attend more- to names than 
tilings, who will always be the gneateft number, and 
whofe fatisfadion ought therefore to be endeavoured 
by all lawfyl comph'ances. , 

It is a certain *truth, that old inllltutions are, merdy 
becaufe they are old, preferable to new plans, in their 
nature equally good ; becaufe a very fmall part ofman- 
kind judges from any other principles than cuftom, 
and it wil be long before new titles attraiEt their regard, 
' efteero, and venerafipn. - 

But if the pffice orProte<Elor b? not only in its deno- 
mination, but in its natlire alfo, abfolufely new, we are 
then yet in a (late of uncertainty, confufion, and mife- 
ry : we have the bounds of his authority to fettle, the 
rights of parliament to ftate, all our laws to new-model, 
and our whole fyftem of government to conftitute afrefh. 
An endlefs and jnfuperable tafk, from which we entreat 
your Highnefs to exempt us, by aJTuming, according 
to the advice of parliament, the office and title of King. 

The Proteftor having defired fome tfme to confider the 
arguments that had been offered, returned on April 
the 13th (the 7th, as may be collcfted from Whitc- 

. lock) his anfwer to this effecl. 

My Lord, - ^ . .. 

THROUGH I am far from imagining my felf qualified 
■^ to controvert a quellion of fo great importance, 
with the learned'members of this committee, cfpecially 
as the arguments have been founded chiefly upon the 
laws and antient conftitution of this nation, with which 
I have had no. opportunity to be well acquainted ; yet, 
lince it may be reafonably required of me either to 
yield to your reafons, or to affign the d'lfjiculties and 
objeAions that hinder me from yielding, I fhall atten\pt 
to confider and difcpfs them diligently and diftindlly.- 

It has been urged, with great appearance of (Irengtb, 
that the title of King is the only title by which the 
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tfielaws^U^nowlf^dge the chief magiftrate 6( this natioi) ; 
that the title camiot be changed without fuppofing a 
i^hange ia the office ; and that a change in the office 
would be a dangerous intioTation, produ£kire of debate, 
jealoufy* and luipicton ; that the limits of this new- 
ere6i:ed authority would be unktiown to the people, aa.' 
Ibcing unfettled iby the law ; that the people are beft 
pleated with inrftitutioQS which thej^ha^ long known ; 
and that therefore it would neither contribpte to the 
public happinefsy nor to our owo fecurhyy to obtrude 
'iipon the^atioo titles und offices either new in reality 
or in appearance. ' ' ^ 

The apprebenfion that ttve parliaments have always 
exptefied of changes and innovations, has been made 
appear by two remarkaible inllances ; and to (hew the 
neceffity of reftorlng the title of King, it has been al- 
1edged» that not only the dangers and difcontents ths^t/ 
' ^novelty produces wM be efcaped by it ; but that both 
the chief roagiftrate, and thoie that ik&, by his autho- 
rity, will be more efFcdtjally proteded by the laws of 
the nation. 

Thcfe are the chief arguments that have dwelt upon 
iny lAemory. Arguments doubtlefs of force, and fuch 
as do not admit of an eafy confutation, but which* 
however, in my Qplnion, prove rather the expediency 
than neceffity <rf reviving monarchy under its antient 
title, and as iuch I (hall confider them ; for where ab* 
folute inevitable neceffity is contended for, the contro- 
verfy will be very fhort ; abiblute neceffity will foon 
appear by the impoffibility of ihewing any method of 
avoidin? it ; and where any expedient may be propo- 
fed that may probably produce the fame e|fe^s, necef- 
fity vaniihes at once. Very few adtions are really ne- 
ceffary ; moft of them are only expedient, or bompa« 
rativety preferable to other meafures that may be ta- 
ken. Where there is room for comparifoasy there is 
TQomr for diverfity of opinions. 

That the title of King is not necefiary, how long 
ioever it may have been iaufe, or what regard focv^* 
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may have been paid it, is plain from the very naturjB 
of language ; words have not their import from the 
natural power of particular combinations of charafters, 
or from the real efficacy of certain founds, but fro^i 
the confent of thofe that ufip them, and arbitrarily au- 
|ieK,ccrt2un idea? to them, which jnight harve been iig- 
nifkd with equal propriety by any other. Whoever 
originally dittin^uifhed the chief magiftrate by thic 
appellation of King* might; have afi^goed him any 
other denominatioDf and the power x)f the people caa 
nevec be loft or impaired. Jf that might once hav^ 
i)cer> done, it may be done now ; for furejy words arc 
of no other (lvalue than their fignifications^ and the 
name .of ^in^^ c^n tave so other ufe than any other 
word jof the iame Import. 

That the law may be as regularly executed, and ag 
^hearfully obeyed, though the name of King be en- 
tirely rejedied, is, in my opinion, pkin, from the exr 
perience both of the time in which f have adminiftered 
the government, ,and of that when the execution of the 
l^>v,8 was intr piled rto the {cuflmies Ubertatis j^ngUa) 
keepers of the liberty of.EngJand, ii? which juftice has 
been ga regularly, as equally^ aud ais e^peditioufly dif- 
tfibuted, as in the happicft days of the moft celebrate4 
Kings , The judges, did, iivJecd, hefitate for fome time 
about the legality of their commifilona, but a fhort de- 
liberation freed them from their doubts ^ and cectainly 
their authority ought to be of Weight, as they have 
fceen excelled by none of their predecefibrs in learning 
JOT abilities.. 

That I have never interrupte4 the courfeof juftice, 
all the judges can atteft, and, I believe, affirm, yilih. 
equal confidence, that it has not been, more obiirude^ 
by any other impediment than in former timea ; fo that 
the title of King appears by no means necelTary to the 
efficacy of the law. 

Such obedience has been paid to the fupreme ma- 
giftracy under two different denominations,^ neither of 
whi.ch were eftabliihed by a parliamentary fanfti9n^ 
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aKid why (hould wc imagine any bther title would ob- 
tain lefs regard, when confirmed by the power to whichi 
the title that yotr now contend for owes its validity ? ' 

There wa;J once a time when every ofS,ce, and the^ 
title annexed to that office, was newly inyented and 
introduced ; from wHat did it .derive its legality, and 
its importance, nt Its fird introdudUon, but from ge- 
neral confent ? The great, the binding, the inviblaplf . 
law, is the confent pf the people : without this nothing 
is right, and fupportcd by this nothing can be wrong. , 
Antiquity adds nothing to this great fan6tion, nor can 
novelty take aw^y its authority. What is now deter- 
rained-by the people, or by their propc^r repreftntatives^* 
is. of equal validity with the earlicil inftitutions ; and 
whether they will be governed by a fupreme magiftrate, 
under the title of King, or any other, the govertitnenti'* ■ 
ir equally lawfuK 

As therefore neither reafon nor experience can prove, 
that this title is abfolutely effcntial to the due admini-^ 
ilration of juftice, it is proper to enquire how far It 
may be convenient, what proportions of advantage or* 
detriment will arifs from it. In this enquiry I hope? 
that the honefty of my intentions, and the purity of 
my heart, will not be millaken. I hope that neither 
bypocrify nor artiftce will be' imputed to my oped de- 
clarations, and dncere profeflions ; declarations and* 
profeflions which I make not haiiily and negligently, 
but with care, reflections and deliberate caUtion, m' 
die prefence of the Almighty, power, by whofe provi- 
dence 1 have been guided, and itt whofe prefence I - 
fland. I hope it will, not be imagined, that I rcje6k' 
the title of King from fondnefs for that of Prote^or, 
a name and an office to which I was far from afpiringy 
and which I only did not refofe when it was offered 
me : nor did I then accept it as imagining myfelf qua<p 
lified to govern others, who find if lufficiently difficult 
to 'regulate my own conduct ; nor cVen from a confi<* 
dence, that 1~ fhould be able much to benefit the na« 
tion ; the only medivc by which I was induced tt engage 
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10 fo arduous am] invidious an employmeaty vas tbe 
defirc of obviating thoft evils which I faw impendiofl^ 
over the nation, arid to prevent the revival o£ thofc dil- 
putes in which fo much blood 'had been already fhed 
and ^ich muft inevitably involve us in cndlefs coafu- 
fion. ' ' 

Having thefe prolpcfts before me, I thought it not 
. lawful to rejeft an opportunity of preventing calami- 
ties, even when there was no hopie of promoting hap- 
fvinefs 5 1 tbci-ef4>re could not but accept, what at the 
fame time I could not ardently dtfire. For nothing 
can deferve to be purfued with eagerne& and afiiduit3r 
but the power of doing good, of conferring real and 
folid benefits upon mankind. And furely, while the 
•nlf end for which greatnefs and authority arc defired„ 
is public goo<l» thofc delires are at leaft lawful,, and 
perhaps worthy of applaufe 5 they are certainly law- 
ful, if be that entertains them has^ by a long aT>d dili:- 
gent examination of his own hea,rt» an examination fe*^ 
Tious and fincere, without any of tl^ofe fallacious arta 
by which the confcicnce is too frequently deceived, fa- 
fisfied himfelf that his ultimate views are not his owa 
honour or intereft, but the welfare of mankind,, and 
the promotion of virtue, and that hjs advancement 
\^* vJl! contribute to them. 

i Having informed you by what means I was raifed 

\ Y|.o the Protcdoffhip, and for what reafons 1 accepted 
.1 it,* I may properly proceed to deliver my own fenti- 

l| rpents of the ofjce in which I ha:ve^ engaged, that it 

^ may appear, from my own notions of my prefent fitu- 

ation, h6w little it can be preferred by me> on account 
I vf any peHbnial views* to that which the parliament 

[ now offers ; and that whatever arguments I fhall make 

' life of in this queftion ^r^ not dilated by private in- 

tereft » but by a firtberc and unfeijgned regard for the 
bappinefs of |he nation. 

1 have often confidcrcd, with a degree of attentioi|i, 
faitable to th.e inripprtance of the cnq^uiry, what is thet 
nature of my prefent offiQC, and what ia the purgofe. 
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wliich I am principally to have in view ; and could 
ncTcr attaiD to any farther determination thah that I 
was the chief con (table of the nation) and was intraft- 
ed with the care of the public peace* This truft I 
have endeavoured faithfully to ditcharge^ and have beca 
fo far fuccefsfuly that peace has nevei: been long inter* 
rupted, and whatever mtferies have been feared or felty 
we have enjoyed the bleffing of a quiety ai)leffing9 ia 
niy opinion* too valuable to be hazarded by any unne- 
ceilary or inconfiderate innovationsi and for the fake of 
which I think it therefore neceflary to decline the title^ 
which is now offered, me* 

This argumentwill nott perhaps, be immediately 
underftopd ; nor is it eafy for me to make it intelli-- 
gible» without giving an account of fome pad traufac*- 
tions, too long to be excufed but by the impbrtance o{< 
the fubjeA. 

At the beginning. of the late war between the King 
and parliament, I obferved that, in all encounters the* 
royah'fts prevailed, and our men, though fiiperior In- 
number; or other advanta^e^, were (haknefdly routed,, 
difperfed, and flaughtered ; and difcourfiag iipon thla^ 
fubjeA with my worthy friend IKfr Jbhn Hampden, a 
name rcihembercd by moft of yoir with reverence, I 
told him, that this calamitv^ formidable as it was, ad« 
ibitted, in my opinion, of a remedy, and':tfaa( by a> ; 
proper choice of foldiers the Gckxc of the war might- 
loon be changed^ Ypu are, fsys I, in compafring our 
forces witbtbofetiof the enemy, to regard^ in the firft* 
place, the dtftrenoe between their education and habi* 
tual fenttmeuts. Our followers are, for the- moft part, 
the gleanings of the lowed rank of the people, fervtng* 
men difcardpd, and mechanics without employments,. 
meiTi u£ed' to infults and fenrtlity. f^om their cradles,, 
without any principles of- honour, or incitements to^. 
Qyerbalance the fenfe of immediate dan^en Their ar-^ 
nsy is crouded with men whofe profcmon is courage, . 

^o have been by their education fortified againft cpw- 

lice, aad have been efteemed tbroughoat their livca^ 
X3 
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iri proportion to their bravery. All their officers are . 
men of quality, and their foldiers the fons of gentle-^ 
men, men animated by a fenfe of reputation,' who had-: 
rather die than fupport the ignominy of having turned 
their backs. Can it be fuppofed, that education has 
no force, and that principles exert no influence iipon 
ad^ionsi? Can men that fight only for "pay, tnthout 
any fenfe of . honour from conqueft, or difgrace froni^ 
being overcome, withftand the charge of gentlemeq, 
of men that a£t Upon principles of honour, and confirn^ 
themfelves and each other in their refolutions by reafon. 
and reflcAion? To motives fuch as thefc, what can be 
pppofcd by our men that may exalt them to the fame, 
degree of gallantry,; and animate them with the fame, 
contempt of danger and of death ? Zeal for religion is . 
the only mqtivi^, more aft ive and powerful than thefc, 
arid thait is in our power to inculcate. Let us chufe . 
men warm with regai^dfor "their religion, men who 
ftall think it an high degree of impiety to fly before 
the wicked and profene, to forfake the caufe of heaven, 
and prefer fafcty to truth ; and our enemies will quick- 
ly be fubduedL 

This advice,wa8 not otherways difapproved than as ; 
difficult to be put in ex^ution; This difficulty I ima- 
gined myfelf in fome degree able to furmount, and ap- . 
plied all my induftry.to levy {uch men as were animat- 
ed with, the zea> of religion, and to inflame their fer-:. 
vpiir : nor did the tffedl deceive my expectation ; for 
^'hen thefe men were led to the field, no veterans could 
flaftd before them> no obftruftions could retard, or dan- 
ger affright them ; apd to thefe men are to be.attribut- 
td the vi(Sloric# that we have gained^ and the peace . 
that we enjoy. 

Of this, account there may b.e many ufes : it may . 
cpntributc to confirm us in our perfeverance in this 
caufe, that it has hitherto fucceeded by the endeavours 
of good men ; it may tend to the confirmation of reli- 
gious men in their purpofes of an holy life, that thofc . 
/principles arc rapre efficacious and powerful than any.. 
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Qtbcr : but with regard to the prcfent difpute» I mean 
only to obfervc how highly thelc men are to be valued,., 
how much of our regard they may juftly claim, and how 
weak it wouM be to alienate them from us by reviving 
a. title which they have been taught to abhor. 

It may be urged, that to refufe obedience to lawful' 
authonty^ under whatfQevcr name, 1$ not confiftent. 
with the chara£^er of piety.;, and that to abhor the 
title and office of King, the title lawfully conferred,, 
and the office juftly adminiftered, is not fo much reli- . 
gion as prejudice,, and rather folly than cojifcience* 
Nor can 1 deny either of. thefe aflertibns ; I am far , 
from thinking it lawful. to withhold obedience from, 
lawful government, and freely confefs, that, to reverence 
or detcll a mere name, is equally weak. And I am ^ 
confident, that thofe good meii of whom I have been 
fpeaking, will obey- the legidative power, by what title 
foever V exercifed ; and,,wjth regard to their fcruples,^ 
however unreafonable, it is my opinion, that they who 
have done and fuffer^d fo mucK, dcfervc that fomc in- 
4ulgencc fhould be fh^wed, even to their weaknefs, and 
that they fhould not be grieved with iniaginary hard- 
fhips, or perplcxied with tormenting fcruples without 
ncccffity : their readincfs to comply with authority is, 
a plea for tendernefs and regard,, which, will contribute 
to unite their endeavours with ours, for the fuppreffion , 
of thofe who feem to look upon it as their duty to op- . 
pofe all government^ and whole opinions lead them to ; 
imagine all human. authorities impious and detedable. 

The reafon for which thefe men will be offended at 
the revival of the title and office of King, a reafon , 
which, I C9nfcf8, has fome weight with me, and may, ^ 
perhaps, more ftrongly affcdt weaker minds, if any fuch 
p there are, is this : We are, indeed, principally to coii- 
fult the Scriptures as the rule of ou^- confciences, but 
we are likewife to have regard to the vifible hand of, 
God, and the difpenfations of Providence, by which the 
Scripture may be often very clearly and ufefully ex- . 
pjaincd : in thefe explicatioasj in4p^d; we may eaiily^. 
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be deceived | and therefore ought not to depend upos 
them with 9 prefumptuous degree of confidence, but ta 
life them with caution, modefty, apd a careful atten- 
tion to every circuroftance that may refiify our naif- 
takes ; hm we certainly ought not to pafs greal eventfr 
oxer without reflefiton, obfervation, joc regards 

When, in conformity to this rule, I confider the Fate ^ 
revolution that had happened in this nation,^ and fee 
that not only the royal family ig fubdued' and exiled^ 
but the name and tile ecadicated by the Providence of 
God, it appears iti me no tefs than prefumptron to at- 
tempt to rertore it. How juft: thefe proceedings were 
with regard to thofe that tranfaded them, P am not now 
to difpute 1 nor need l fay how I would a6l, were the 
iame cirquniflapc.es'to recur : t only defire you to re- 
member, that neuher by me, nor by thofe who invefted 
me with thii authority, was the titfe abolished, biit by 
the long parlif mept^ It is fuScient for my purpofe to 
remark, that the title was not laid afide by caprice, or ^ 
accidental difguft, but after ten years war, by long and 
fbber deliberation ; and what is this lefs than the hand 
of Go4rWhen I fee that by thefe inftruments of 
vengeance He has not^ only expelled the fatiiiiy, but 
blaited the title ;. would not an attempt to reftore it be 
like an endeavour to build up Jeficho, to defeat the 
deOgns of Providence, and opppfe the gi'eat Ruler of 
tjie Univerfe ? , 

Thefe are tho reafeos for which I thiiik tbe office 
and. titk of King neither necelTary nor expedient : 
vrhetber. th^y. ought to convince you 1 am npt able to 
determine, nor wi(h they.fhould have any force which 
their own weight does not give them. In the^ defire 
of a firm and fettled form of government, the great end 
fpr which this propofal is made, I concur with the par- 
liament, afnd hop^ that- no reafons or refolutions of 
mine will in the leaft tend to obftrufl it ; for a firm 
ajpd legal eftablinimeht, as it is the oY^ly method by 
i^fhich hiippinefs and^jberty can be fecured, is equally 
tic coucern vf every ^ife and hpncft man n and whoc? 
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TCr oppofes ity deferves nothing kfs than to be marked 
out 88 an enenay to his country. I would not w!(h» 
that this great defign fhould' be fruftrafed by a com- 
pliance with nfjy incTinations ; for fettliement and order 
are furely neceifary, whether royalty be ncceiTary or 
rot : whatever niay contribute to this, I i'ntreat yoa 
fteadily to pnrfue ,- Bor ihould I adVife even to deny 
that grktificatioo to the particular prejudices of paflions 
of private men, that may^ecuretEeir affeftiions to good * 
fbr the advancement of it. F6r my part, could 1 mul- 
tiply my perfon, or dilate my power,. I ihouFd dedicatie 
myfclf wholly to this great end, in the profecution of 
which I ftall implore the bleffing of God upon youv 
CQunId$ aad endeavours. 

On the 13th of April (according to Wbitelock), the' 
committee attended- the Proteftdr,. and offered the 
£b!lowIng repiy^. 

AS therequeft of the parliament is of too grear inr- 
•^^ portance to be eithjer granted or refufed witl;iout 
long deliberation, we hanre thought it neceffary to at- 
tend your Highneffl^ a lecond XimCf. that this great 
queiUoQ>^ after having been^ on both fides atiteniively 
confidered, may at laft be diligently diCcuifed* and de- 
termined with that caution which is always ta be ufedy. 
where the happinefs and tranquillky of the public i» 
evidently concerned. ' ' ' ^ 

That the title of King is not ablbhitely and phyfi* . 
cally neceffary to government, wilH>e readily admitted j ' 
for, if governoieht can fubfrft an hour, or n day, with* 
cut it, ne man can affirm that it is abfohitely neceffary^ 
Neceflicy in this fenfe has do place in political tran* 
fadipns. Laws tbemfelves are not abfelutely neceffa- 
ry ; the will of the prince may fupply them, and the 
wifdom and vigilance of a good prince make a people ' 
happy withoxit them. Natural: oeceOity allows no rooni 
for d.ifpttt?iiion» being always evident beyond coatrox 
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rerfy, and powerfol beyond refiftance. Therefore, itv 
ill debates of this kind, by rieceffity, mpral neccffity is- 
t> be uriderftopd, which is nothing more than a high 
legree of expedience,, or inconteftable reafons of pro- 
crencc. 

. That the title of ICing i& in thi& fenfe necefTary to the ' 
rovernment of thefc nations, may- perhaps be proved ;- 
)ut an attempt to prove it feems in the prefent ftate of 
he queftion fuperfluous, becaufc the requell of the 
lavliaraent is in itfelf a rcafon fufficieBt^to overbalance 
ill that has been urged in oppofition to it^. And it 
nay therefore rather be required of your H,ighnefs to^ 
)rove the neceffity of rejefting that title, which the 
vhole people of England intreat yoii to^ accept. 

For nothing lefs than neceflity ought to be put in; 
)alarcc with the defires of the whole people legally 
eprefented. But how can fuch neceffity be evinced ? 
Dr whence can it arife ? That either monarchy, or any 
)ther form of government, is contrary to the revealed' 
vill of God, cannot be pretended. No kind of go- 
vernment is unlawful in its own nature, nor is aily one 
lignified with a' higher degree of the Divincapprpbar 
ion than another : political inllftuiiona are like other 
rontradls, in which fuch ttjpulations are to be made as"- 
he contrading parties fhali judge conducive to their 
lappinefsj and thsy mud therefore vary according to. 
:he varioifs opinions of thofc that make them ; but* 
when /ma4e,. they are all obb'gatory and inviolable. 
There is therefore no neceffity from the divine com- 
«and8, either of accepting this title, or rcfufing it ; there 
s nothing in the same of a I^ing either facred, as fome 
uve had the wcaknefs to afiert, or profane, as other? 
lavc imagined with no better reafon. The neceffity 
in either fide , mull therefore be accidental, and arife- 
rom circttmftances and relations. And furcly the pre- 
cription pf many hundred years, the authority of the- 
Aw, aAd the approbation of the people, arc circum*. 
tances that will conftitute the highcft degree o£ ppU- 
iical neceffity. 



/ APPENDIX. 263 

. That monarcliy, under the title of King, has lall the 

I -TanAion that antiquity can give, is too evident for con- 

|. troverfy ; but it may perhaps be queftioned how far 

k the fan&ion* of antiquity deferves to be regarded^ The 

I Jong continuance of any pra£iicc, -which might have. 

f 'been, altered or difufed at pleafure, is at leaft a proof 

' that no inponvcnienciei have been found to arife from 

it ; and a cuftom not in itfelf detrimental becomes 

every day better eftablifhed, becaufe the pther part of 

;• .life will be regulated with relatiquto it, till what was 

I ,mcrely arbitrary at -firft, appears in time eflential and, 

indifpenfable. The nation might doubwefs, when go- 

i , vernment was firft inftituted here, have ,chofen any o- 

' ther conftitution no lefs lawfully. than that of monar- 

I fchy ; but .monarcijy,.. either by deliberation or chance^ 

[- <was cftabliflied, and the laws nave aU been made in 

f ^ ;Con{equence of that eftablifhment, and fo ftrongly C09- 

jiefted with it^ that they muft fland, or fa,ll together. 

The King is obligpd to ad in conformity to the laws, 

and the law can ouly aft by commifiion from the King. 

The prerogative of our monarchs, and tTie authority 

of our laws, it has been .already the tailc of ievcral ages 

to regulate and a fcer tain ,; a talk ^hich muft be again 

t)egun, if the fupreme magiftrate has another title. 

If it be urged, that this labour may be fpared bygone' 

: general aft, declaring the power of the FrotexSlor the 

f t, Yariie with that of our former Kings, what then have we 

' been contending for ? A mere name ! an empty found ! 

yet a found of fuch importance as to be preferred to the 

.voice of t|ie whole people. But this certainly will not 

be propofed, becaufe, if fuch an aft be public, all muft 

be inamediately convinced, that they are governed as 

before by a Kine ; and fhcrefore ,all objeftions to our 

antient conftitution remain in their full ftrength. - 

But indeed the longx:ontinuancc of monarchy is an 
irrefragable proof, that in the opinion .of the people 
there have hitbejto arifen no lafting or heavy calami- 
ties from it, and that therefore nothing can reafonably 
^t)c feared from reviving it, at leaft nothing equivalent 



264 A P P E N D I X. 

to the difcontsiU: that wit] be produced bja totzi alte* 
ration of our cofaftitution, and the apprehenfions ^yhich 
a new power, or ncwititle^ muft certainly create 5 a titk 
of which the import is unknowxy and a power of whieh 
the limits are unfettled. 

Antiquity, which to the wife and inquifitive is oftea 
iOiily a proof of general approbation^ becomes to the 
Vulgar a foundation for rererence. Inliitutions and 
.cuftoms are long continued becaufe they are-good, and 
are reverenced becaufe they have been long coBtiDued* 
Thus the danger of changing them grows every day 
greater, as the real wfefulnefs is always the fame, and 
the accidental efteem of them is always increaiing. To ' 
^ fhew how much'this regard to antiquity contributes to 
the good order of the worlds an(!^how Inevitably k 
arifes from the prefent ftate of things, is not at prcfeat 
requifite ; fince experience may convince us of its io- 
fluence^ and the experience of our own times above any • 
other^, in which we have almoil every day been changing 
the form of government, without having been able to 
fatiftfy either ourfdves or the people. Whether any of 
the fchemcs that have been tried, were in themfelves 
■preferable to that of monarchy, it is difficult to deter- 
mine ; hut this at leail is c^ixHis, if they were not 
preferable, monarchy ought to he reftorcd ; and if they 
were, there needs no farther proof of the alfe£tton of 
the people to the antient eonftitution, iince they would 
be content with no other ^ though of greater excellence ; 
but, after years fpent in fruitlefs experiments, have 
returned back to monarchy with greater eageanefa. 

Nor was the ' difapprobation of thefe new forjiu 
merely popular, bu^ the refult of long delibef ation, and 
careful enquiry, in thofe whofe opinions ought moft to 
be regarded in queftions of this kind. Some of the 
judges themfelves, even of thofe whofe learning and in- 
^cg"'y 2re above diftruft, refufed to a£l by any other 
commiffion than that of the King $ and,' as it was ob* 
ferved iii our iaft conference, thofe that complied^ 
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pleaded no other rfafon for their condud^ than necef- 
iity, a rcafon which can laft no longer^ fince that ne- 
■ccffity is now at an end. 

Nor can it be 'wondered, that thofe whofe lives have 
been laid out upon the ftudy of the laws, have con-, 
ceivedthe ftronecft ideas of the neceffity of this title; 
41 title fuppofed by th« law fo elTential to eur ^onftitu- 
tion, that the ceflatioH of rts influence,^ Wen for a few 
days, might fubvert or endanger it, as the de(lru6iion 
-of one of the elements would throw the natural world 
"into confufion. For this reafon it is a fixed principle, 
*^ That the King never dies," that the regal authority 
18 never extin6k, and that there has in effed^ been no 
more than one King finee the firft eftablifhment of mo- 
narchy. For, during the time that th> re^al authority 
-ihould be fufpended, the law muft ceafe from its ope- 
^rabions-; no crime could be puniihed, nor any queftion 
of property be decided ; all power to puniih, and all 
authority to decide, being derived imnxcdiatcly from 
the King, whofe office therefore cannot be abrogated : 
for no authority can be taken away but by a fuperior 
f>ower, and this nation has never; known or acknow- 
ledged any power independent^on that of the King. 
The authority of parliament, and the rights of the 
people, can boaft no deeper foundation,, or ftrongcr 
-eflablifhment. The power of parliament has no effi- 
cacy, but as it co-operates with that of the King, nor 
can one deftroy the other without a general diflblutioii 
of our governnjent ; thefe two concprrent powers are 
the ^fferiti^^^^ts of our conftitution, which, when 
cither of ^fem fhall ceafe, is equally deftroyed. . 

Thefe, 9obliicrations are furely fufficient to vindTcate 
the judges, whom it would be to the laft degree un- 
rcafonable to blame, for their fteady adherence to the 
laws, which it is the bufinefs of their office to main- 
tain ; but it is not to be imagined, that the fame mo- 
tives influenced the bnlk of the people to this general 
dcfire, which was fo apparently prevalent throughout 
the nation. General tft'edls muft have general cau&f) 
Z 
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and nothing can influence the whole nation to demtind 
the reftoration of monarchy, but univerfal, experience 
of the evils produced by reje6Unf jit ; evila too. evident 
to be concealed, and too heavy to be bornej* One of 
thefe, and perhaps not the leaft, is the interruption of 
juftice, which has not be;en adminiftereci but by the af- 
fiftance of the artny, the laft expedient that o.ugl^t tp 

. be made ufe of. ' 

That the Jaws did not lofe more ^f their authority, ' 
and juftice was not more evaded, is indeed not to be 
afcribed to the forms of government which th^fe year9 
of diftraftion liavc pro4^ced, but to the Care, integrity, 
and reputation x>f thofe men in whofe hands the great 
offices were placed ; who were reverenced by the people 
on account of their owii charaders, rather than ftpm 
any regard to the powcirs by whom they wct-e comr 
iniffioned ; powers which yeilerday^ produced, and 
which were exp^6ied to perifh to-morrow. For every 
title, except that of King, which antiquity had made 
venerable, is confidered only as the ifTue of momentary 
caprice, and fubjed to be changed by the inconiUncy 
that ereded it, as foon as any incoavenience (hall be 
;5ifcovered to arife from it ; bccaufe what is raifed by 
one Z&. ot parliament, may, by Another, be deftroyed^ 
' and fuch alterations it is reafonable to expc6^ : for a9 

no form of government is without i.ts defefts, while it 
remains part of every man's right to propofc a new 
ichemc, which he will always think more beneficial 
than any other, every man that has any real or fancied 
amendments to offer, will be ii^patient till they have 
hctn tried, and will endeavour to facilitate the recep- 
tion of them, by exaggerating the difadvantages of the 

^ prefent plan, and heightening the difcontents that arife 
from them. Thus fhall we go on from change to 
change, from expedient to expedient Thus (hall we 
attempt to remove one evil by introducing another, and 
gain nothing by all oiir fatigues, perple^^ities, and fui^ 
fcring8,,but new conviction of the necefiSty of compljc- 
?ng with the laws and the people. ' * 
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It 18 indeed no great proof of regard to fbe nation, 
to deny any legal requcft ; perhaps more may be faid, 
without the leaft deviation from truth and jiiftice. The ^ 
people, for whofe fake only government is conftitutedy 
have a right to fettle the forms of it, and this petition 
18 only a« exertion of that natural privilege which can- 
not be forfeited. All government muft derive its le- 
gality, either from the choice of the people by whom 
it was eftablifhed, or from their confent after its in(U- 
tution : the prefent government was erefled without 
thejr concurrence ; and it is to be enquired, whether 
: it'6e not now diffolvcd by their petition to diflblve it. 
k But whether this petition may be lawfully refufed 

j- or not, prudence at leaft requires that it be complied 
with ; for it is abfolutely neccffary to the happinefs of 
' any admini ft ration, that the people love and efteem 
I their governors. The fvpreme magiftrate muft there- 
? fore afittme the title of King, for no title that has not 
' t\i€ fanAioH' of the parliament, and is therefore fubjedt 
to an immediate change, can be equally reverenced 
with that which has been eftablifhed by the ^pproua- 
tion of many generations, the. authority of many par- 
liaments, and which the experience of the whole nation 
has proved to be without thofe dangers tliat may be 
juftly fufpe6ied in any new inftitution, which can never 
be conQdered in its whole extent, or purfued to all its 
I confequenccs. 

I Nor can the nation in this demand be charged with 

I ' inconftapcy in their refolutions, or inconfiftency in 

their conduct : for that the war ivas begun not againft 

(he office of King, but againft the perfon of him who 

1 . was then invefted with it, and difcharged it in a man- 

I jaer contrary to the intention for which he was in- 

trufted with it, is apparent from four declarations of 

■ parliament ; nor is i£ lefs known that the firft breach 

of unanimity amongft the friends of liberty was pro- 

I duced'by the abolition of this title, and may therefore 

I be probably repaired by the revival of it 

Z a 
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If It be urged, that the queftion, which relates onFy 
to, a name, be trifling and unimp©rtant5 it may be 
replied, that the lefs is demanded) the greater con- 
tempt 18 fhewii by a refufal. That tlv^es are morethao' 
empty founds, may be proved not only from the pre- 
fent difpute, but from the antient conflitutions, and the 
determination of former parliaments, by which the title 
©f King was declared eiTential to the conftitution, in. 
the reigns of Edward IV. and Henry Vll. and yet a 
flronger proof of regard to titles, was given by l^ht par- 
liament of Henry VI il, in wliich it was enaAcd, that 
the title of Lord of Ireland fhould be changed to that 
of King, that the difficulties arifing from the ambi- 
guity of the title might be removed. Even the late- 
convention, called together without the cleAion or 
concurrence of the people, found the prejudice arifing^ 
from mere titles of fo great 'fof<?e, that they were o- 
bliged to airum£ the name uf a parliataeqt, that their 
determinations might efcapc contempt. 

Thus the rcqucfl of the parliament appears not only 
reafonable, but neceffary ; ngt only confittcnt with the 
prefent difpofition of the people, but conformable to- 
the fentiments of allf(jrmer a£ls : and certainly nothiflg^ 
ftiould p4*oduce a refulal of fuch a rcqueft, except the- 
impolubility of granting it. . , 

But the objeAions raifed by your Highnefs feeiii* 
very far from implying any neccflity of dtfcliniag the- 
title fo unanimoufly ofiFcredyou, andfo earueftlyt-preffed. 
". pon you, being founded upon fuppofitions merely con- 
jcdural. For your firft affcrtion, that the of&ce doc' 
not neccffarily require the fame title, has been already 
confidered ; and it has been, fbewn, that there can be 
no reafon in aftering the ti^lc, if, the power be the fame j 
and that the fupreme magiftrate cannot be inverted with, 
new powers without endlcfs confufion, and incredible 
jcaloulies. It is /therefore of no great fofce to'objeft, 
that many good men will be diffatisfied with the revi- 
val of the title : for though it ihud be granted, that, 
thofe who have ai&fted us in (baking off opprciiioD^ 
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bave a daim to our gratitude ; and that piety» though 
erroneous, deferves indulgence ; yet both gratitude and 
indulgence ought 16 be limited by reafon. In things 
jndifFerenty confiderations of tendernefs and refpe£t may 
turn the balance; but we have not a right to confute 
the fatisfadion of a few, however great their merits 
itiay have been, at the expcnce of the public tranquilli* 
ty, and the happinefs of fucceeding generational \^ The 
fatisfadion of particulars may be endeavoured by par- 
ticular prbviiion ; but if, in queftions of universal im- 
^ portance, we have regard to any thing but univerfal ' 
good, and the great laws ot reafon and juflice, we 
Ihall be toiTed in endlefs uncertainty. " He that ob- 
ilbrveth the wind ihall never fow, and he that regardeth 
the clouds fliall never reap." He that attends to mu- 
table circumftances, and waits till nothing fhall oppofe 
his intention, ihall deiign f9r ever without execution. 
When are we to hope for fettlement, if general unani- 
mity muft introduce it ? Whatever' (hall be determined, 
multitudes will ftill remain difTatisfied, becauCe mens 
opinions will always be various, it was not with uni* 
verfal approbation that the title of Prote6bor was af* 
fumed, or that any change has hitherto been made ; 
but fince fome difcontent will always be found, ttrhat- 
ever meafures fhall be taken, let not the fatisfa^^ion of 
private men be preferred to that of the parliament, to 
the determination of which all good men wilt readily, 
fubmit. 

Still -lefs weight has the objection drawn by your 
Highnefs from the vifible difpenfation of Providence, 
of which we know too littjie to dire6i'our actions by 
them, in oppolition to evident reafon, to certain fa6is, 
and revealed precepts ; lights which we always arc- 
commanded to ufe, and of which the two fiirft can fel* 
dpm, and the laft never deceive us. If we confider 
this pofition, that becaufe Providence has once blafted 
the title of King, or fuffercd it to be blalled, it i& there- 
fore never to be revived, it will foon appear, that we 
oft&not admit it in its who]^ ext^nt> andpurfue it thruuglr 
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all Its Gonfcqucnces, without involving ourfclv€» in endp . 
lefs difficulties, and condemning our own condu£k. 

Ifc Providence hath blafted the office of JSLipg, how- 
can it be proved, that the fuprenne power, in any tingle 
heady und^r wh^foever title, even^ the power which, 
you now p'flefs, is not equally interdifted ?' The aAa, 
of parliament extend eq.ually to all titlesx asd declare: 
againft monarchy uuder^e very name.' 

But the confcquences of this jpropofitiondo not tcr-«. 
minate in this inconfiftency of^condu^, but extend 
equally to every determination ; for if what has been, 
once dcftroyed by Providence be for ever after iater- 
di6ted, what will renwin of which the ufe is lawful ? 
what is there of which wc have not at fome time been» 
deprived by Providence, or which Providence has not. 
at fome time madt the inllrument of our punifhmeut ?* 
May. not the diflblution of the long parliament be in-, 
terpreted asi a blaft from heaven with equal juftice^ and 
the people be r<jpreftnted no more? But, in reality^, 
the, proceedings of Providence are not intended as the 
rules of aft ion.; we are left to govern our own lives byr 
virtue and by prudence. When a form of government, 
is dcftroyed, for ]uft rcafons,^ it is bkfted by Provi- 
dence, and lofes its efficacy ; when with equal reafons. 
it is reftorcd,- then Providence again fmilcs upon it^. 
and the fa.n6tion of heayen renews its vah'dity. If 
royalty was dellroyed by Providence, who can deny,, 
that the fame Providence direds it to bei revived ? Is 
not the refolution of the parliament equally a proof on 
either fide ; or have we any arguments to prove, that, 
the people co-operate with Providence lefs when they- 
require than, when they rejeft: a King ? Let us wave 
fuch in'conclufjve arguments, and dubious conjectures ;. 
and guide o^rfelvcs by the fteady light of religion, 
reafon,. and experience That a juft demand is not to. 
bt' rcfufed, religion will inform us : reafon will teach 
us, that the magillrate is to conform to the laws, and: 
not. the laws yield tx> the magiftrate ; .and the experi- 
ence of many ages, may inttruct.ua^. that the King ha^. 
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, Bothi^ne Mo fear from compliance with the parKatncnt* 
At icatty if any danger fliould arife from the meafurea: 

1 now prbpofed, it will arife from the perfprmance, not 

t seglect of our duty ; and we may therefore enctiunter 
it with that refolution which a confciiHifQefft of the ^ 

f ^pprobatiod of God ought to iofpire. 

Th« PROTBCTOa's final* Anfwcr* 

N. B. This difcourfe is in many parts remarkably 
obfcure, aa well from the negligence and ignorance oF 
the copiers and printere, as from frequent allufions to 
occurrences known to the perfons with whom Crom . ell 
was conferring, but not mentioned in any hiitory whiclv 

; it is now in our power tp confult : we have tncrefore' 
celle6led fuch of the arguments as we can apprehend 

p the full meaning of, and have omitted fome unintclli-' 
gible paifages, and others which related to other artl* 
des in the petition. 

Gn the 26th of April (and in another conference Map 
I J.), the Prote^gr made the following reply : 

My Lordsf 

[ TLTAVING ferionffy reficflcd on ' the demand of the 
•*'"■' parliament, and the learned arguments produced 

^ by the committf e to fupport It, 1 think it unreafonabl^ 
any longer to delay fuch a reply as it is in my power 
to make, bccaufe it is both due to the great body by 
wh<»m you arc deputed, and neccffary to the difpatch 
of public affairs, which fecm to be entirely fufpended,, 
T^nd to wait for the decifion of this (qucfttoii ; a queftion 
which 1 cannot yet think of fo much importance as it 
ii^ rcprefcntcd and conceived 

The arguments produced in the laft coaference t 
fliall not wafte time in repeating, bccaufe they were 
Iktlc different frotu thofc formerly produced ; only 
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graced* with new decorations, and enforced with* feme 
new inftances. With refpe^l to the chief reafon^ the 
known nature of the title of King, the fixed and'ftattd* 
bound of the authority implied by it, its propriety 
with regard to the laws, and the veneration paid to it 
by the people, I have nothing to add^ nor think any^ 

'thing neceflary beyond what I hav^ already ofFered. 
I am convinced,, that your authority is fufficient to give 
validity to any adminiftVatjon, and to add dignity to 
any title, without the concurrence of antient forms, or 
the fan6iion of hereditary prejudices. 

All government intends the good. of the people, and* 
that govetnment is therefore beft by which their good 
may be moft elFe6lually pronfioted 7 we are therefore, 
in eftablifhing the chief magiftracy of th^fe kingdoms,, 
chiefly to inquire, what form or what title will be naioft 
willingly admitted ; and this difcovery being pnce made, 
it will eafily be eftablifhcd by a fingle ad of parliament, 
concurring with the general defire of the people* 

It may indeed be urged, that in rej edihg the title of 
King I deny the fequeft of the parliament, and treat 
the rieprefcntatives of the people with a degree of dif* 
regard, which no King of England ever difcovercd. 
But let it be confidercd how much my ftate differs from 
that of a legal King, claiming the crown by inheri- 
tance, or exalted tofupreme authority by the parlia^ 
mcnt, and. governing by fixed laws in a fcttkd cfti- 
bJifhment. I hold the fupreme power by. no other title 
than that of necefSty. I aflumed the authority with 
which I Hand inveded, at a time when immediate ruin 
was falling, down iipon us, which ho other man durR. 
attempt to prevent ; when oppofite fad^ions ^erc rufh- 

. ing into war, becaufe no man durft interpofe, and com-* ' 
mand peace. What were the dangers that threatened 
us, and upon what principles the fadious and difobe- 
dient attempted to interrupt the public tranquillity, it 
may not be at this time improper to explain. 

The parliament, which had fo vigoroufly withftood 
the encroachmeits of' the regal power, became thcoi^ 
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felves too defirous of ^bfolute authority ; and ndt only 
engrofled the legiflative, but ufurped the executive 
\ .power. All caufes civil and criminal^ ail queftions of 
I property and right,' were determined by committees, 
\ who, being themfclves the leglflature, were account- 
\ able to no law ; and for that reafon their decrees were 
( arbitrary, and tl^cir proceedings violent ; oppreilion 
' was without redrefs, and unjult fcntences without ap- 
peal. All the bufinefa of all the courts of Weftminfter 
was tranfa6led ip this manner ; and the hardfhips were*- 
ftill more lamented,, bccaufe there was no profpcdl of 
cither end or intermiffion. For the parliament was fo' 
* far from intending to rcC^gn this unlimited authorit)^, 
I that they had formed a rciblution of perpetuating their 
tyranny ; and, apprehending no popibility of a diflblu- 
[^ tiop by any other power, determined never to di{roIv& 
{ themfelves. 

Such aifd fo opprtffive was the government planned 
©ut to us, and for our pollerity ; and underthefe cala- 
mities muit we ilill have languifhed, had not the fame 
f. army which repreffed the iniblenc^ of monarchy,- re-* 
Ircved us with the fame fpirit from the tyranny of a* 
perpetual parliament, a tyranny which was equally il- 
legal and opprcflivc. 
5 * . When, aftertheir dangers and labours, their battles 
I and their wounds, they bad leifurc to obferve the go* 
I Ternment wiiioh they had cftabliflied at fo much ex- 
pence, they foon perceived^ that unlefs they made one 
regulation more, and crufhed this many.- headed tyran- 
ny, they fiad. hitherto ventured their lives to little pur- 
pofe, and had-, infteadiof affertlng^ their own and the 
people's liberty, only changed one kind of. flavery for 
another. 

They therefore diflblvcd. the parliament, which 

• would never have diiTolvcd itfclf ; and that the nation 

f might not fall into its former ftate of confufion, in- 

I treated me to affume thefupreme authority, under the 

title of Protedlor ; a title which implies not any legal 

power q£ governing, iu my. own- right, but a truil cod% 
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figned to me for the advantage of another : this truft 
I have faithfully difcharged, and, whenever the means 
of fettling the public (hall be found, am ready to give 
an account of it, and refign it. 

The neccfiGty which compelled me to accept it, was, 
indeed, not wholly produced by the Hlegal refolutions 
of the parliament, But wa« niuch heightened by the un« 
goveroable fury of wild fanatics, and tiymuituoo& fac- 
tions, who, to eftablifh their new fchemes, would have* 
fpread flaughter and defolation through the kingdom, 
and fpared nothing, howlever cruel or unjuft, that might 
have propagated their own opinions. 

Of thefe, fome were for abrogating all our ftatutes, 
and aboliihing all our cuftomp, and introducing the ju- 
dicial law of Mofcs as the only rule of judgment, anci 
ftandard of equity. Of this law every man was to ^e^ 
his own interpreter, and confcc^uently was allowed tc 
judge according to his paffions, prejudices, or Igno- 
rance, wfthout appeal. Every man was then to com- 
mence legiflator J for to make latvs, and to interpret 
them for his own ufe/ is nearly the fame. 

Another fet of men there was, who were yet more 
profeifedly for inverting every man with the power of 
determining his own claims, and judging of his own 
anions ; for, It was among theia sr principle fixed and 
' uncontrovertible, that all magiltracy was forbidden by 
God, and. therefore unlawful and deteftabje. 

It is unneceflary to fay what m\ift have been the 
Ikate of a nation, in which either of thefe parties had 
exalted themfelves to power, and how ufefully th»l 
^ man was employed, wno, ftepping oh a fftdden into 
the itate of dominion, had fpirit to coatroul, and 
power to fupprefs thera. 

The reproaches thrown upon my conduct by the 
ignorant or ill-aflFcfied, 1 fometimes hear, but with the 
segle^k and fcorn which tliey deferve j I am acquitted 
by my own confcience, and I hope by the beft and 
wiffil men. 1 am convinced, that I was called by 
Ftovideace tct the power which 1 poiFefs, and know 
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tbat I defire it no longer than is neceflary for the pre- 

fervation of peace, and the fecurity of liberty, that 

liberty which I !\ever have violated, and that pe^ce, 

which, amidft i[niirmurs and difcqntentSj threats and 

conaplaintfl, I have yet never fuffcred to be broken. 

That 1 afpire to unjimitied authority, and therefore af* 

fume a title unknown to the natron, is s^ reproach ea- 

fily ;caft, and as eafily contemned; my power has been 

the offspring of neceffity, and its extent ha^s been 

bounded only by the qccafions ©f exerting it. If a 

' fcttlement, is npw .propoXed, and previbufly to it, a legal 

I cftEblifliment of my authority, it may be Haiited by 

f you. Under whatever title it (hall be conferred upon 

I me, that title will then be valid, andxhofe limitations 

I ' connot be tranfj^reCed. 

f ACay II.] With regard to the particular title ^hicli 

you have fo warmly recommended to me, I cannot yet 

prevail upon myfclf to accept it. When I confider 

your arguments, I cannpt find them inevitably concla* 

live : and when I examine my own confcience in foil- , 

\ tmde, I find it yet unfatisfied^ The defire of parlia- 

i mCnt is indeed ^ powerful motive : but the defire of 

I .parliament cannot alter the nature of things : it may 

.determine me^ .in things indifferent, to chufe one r^r 

ther than another ; but it cannot make thofe adiont 

J awful which God has forbidden,, nor o)>lige nie to ixk 

^hat, though perhapjs lawful in itfelf^ is not lawful ia 

mj private judgment. 

Upon the calmed refledion, I am convinced, that 
I cannot without a crime comply with their demand ; 
and therefore, as 1 am far from believing, that thofe 
.3who fit for no other end than to preferve the liberty ol 
the nation, can dcfi^gn any infradion of mine, I declare 
that 1 cannot undenake tne adminiilratioD of the go- 
^▼ei:4vmeat under the title of King. 
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- I 
tJo. VI. 

POEMS oh Oliver. Cromwell, by Mr 
Waller, Mr Dryden, Mr Sprat, Mr Locke, 

&c. ."■■'. 

I. A Pa^iegtric to OJiver Cromwdl, Lord*prtt!- 
teAor. Of the prcfcnt great neft, .and joint- intereit 
of hU Highncft, and tbi# iiatjon. 

By Edmund Wapl^vl^ Efq; in the year 1654^ ' 

tt7"HILE vA\!h a ftrong, and yet a gentle hand, 
^^ You bridie fadion, and our hearts command ; 
ProticA ua from ourfelvcs, and from the foe ; "^ 1 

Make us unite^ and make us conquer too ; 
Let partial fptrits ftill aloud complain ; 
Think themfelves injur'd» that they cannot reign j 
And own no liberty, but where dicy may, | 

Without controul, upon their fellows prey. 

Above the waves as Neptune Aew'd his face^ 
To chide the wind^i and fave the Trojan race s 
So has your HiVhnefs (rais'd above the reft) 
Storms of ambition toifing us repreft. 
Your drooping .country, torn by civil hate, . 
Jteftor'd.by you, is made a glorious ftate ; 
The feat of empire, where the Irilh come. 
And the uawiliing Scot, to fetch his doom* 
The fea's our dwii, and now all nations greet. 
With b.euding fails, ealch veflel of our fleeu 
Your pow'r refounds, as far as winds can blow, 
Qr fweiling fails upon the globe may go. 

Ileav'n, that has plac'd this ifland to give law, 
To balance Europe, and her ftates to awe. 
In this conjundion does on Britain fn^jje. 
The greatcft leader to the greateil ifle. 
Whether this poiilion of the world were rent 
By the wide ocean from the continent. 
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Or thus created ; it was furc dcfignM 
To be the facrcd refuge of mankind. ^ 
Hither th' oppreffed fiiall henceforth refort^ 
Juftice to crave, and fuccour^ <ii your court ; 
And fhew yoi»r Highnefo, not for ours aldne,^ 
But for the worId*8 ProCeftor (hall be known. . 

Fame fwifter than your winged iiaTy flies 
Thro' cv'ry land |hat near the oeean lies, 
Sounding your name, and telling dr^adfUl news 
To all that piracy and rapine ufe. 
With fttch a chief the meaneft nation Weft, 
Might hope to lift her head above the reft : 
What may be thought impoffible to do 
For us embraced by the fea and you? 

Lords of the world's great wafte, the occan^ wc 
Whole forefts fend to reign upon the fca ; 
And evVy coaft'may trouble and relieve. 
But none can *^^ifit us without your leave- 
Angels and we. have this prerogative, ^ 

That none can at our happy feat arrive ; 
While wc defeend at pleafure, to invade 
The bad with vengeance, or the good to aid. 

Our little world, the image of the great, 
Like^hat, amidft the boundlcfs ocean fet. 
Of her own growth ha^ all that nature craves. 
And all that's rare, as tribute from the waves. 
As Egypt does not on the clouds rely, 
But tp the Nile owes more than to the fky : 

. So what oiir heav'n, or what our earth denies^ 

~ Our ever conftant friend the fea fupplies. 

■ The tafte of hot Arabia's fpice we know> 
Free from the fcorching fun that makes it grow i 
Witho.ut the worm in Perfian filks we fliine, 
And without planting, drink of ev'ry vine. 
To dig for wealth wc weary not our limbs ; 
Gold, tho' the heavieft metal| hither fwims* 
Ours is the harvcft where the Indians mow ; 

. We plough the deep, and reap what Qthcrs foy. 
A 4 
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Tilings of^hc nobleft kind our own foil breeds ]j '^ 
Stout are our men, and warlike are our Heeds : 
Rome, tho* her eagle thro* the world had flown. 
Could never make this ifland all her own.- 
Here the ;third Edward, and the Black Prince too', - 
Prance. cbnqu'ring' Heftry fiouri(h*d, and now You ;>* 
For whom.wcftay'd/as did Uic Grrecian ilatei 
Till Alexander came, to mfge their fate. 

Wheli far more worlds 'th^Macedonhm cry'd,*- 
He wift not Thetis in her lap did hide 
Another'yet, a world referv'd for you,' 
To make morc.great than that he did fubdue; 
He fa fely migh^ did. troops to battle lead - ^ 

Againft th* unwarlike Pcrfian, or the Mede, 
Whofe hafty £ight did from a bloodlefs field 
More fp*oil th^n honour to the vi^r' yield. 
A race unconq^uer'd, by their clime ma'dcboldi^' 
The Caledonians, arm *d with want and «old^ 
Have, by a faVe indulgent to jour fame, \ 
Been from all ages kept for. you to tame. 
Whom the old Roman wall fo iH- coniin'd, ^ 
With a new chain of garrifpns you bind : 
Here foreign gold no laore flialj make them cornea' 
Our EnglifK jrQa'hold^ them fait at home.". 

They that hencefoctH mud be content to know 
No warti&r regions than ;their hills- of fno w, 
May blame the fun^ but muft extol your grace, 
Which in our fenate hath allow'd them place. 
Preferred by conqueft,. happily overthrown. 
Falling they rife,- to be with us made one : 
So klad diftatora made, when they came home,' 
Their vanquifh^d foea free citizens of Rome. 

Like favour find the Irifh with like fate^ 
AdvancM to be a portion of our ftate ; • 
While by your valour, and your bounteous mind,/ 
l?Jations, divided by the fea, are join*d. 

Holland, to gain your friendfhip, is content 
To be our out^guard on the continent : 
She from her fellow-provinces wo^ld go,- 
Rather thaa hazard to have you he^foeC 



\ 
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In opr ]at« fighty when cannons did diffaff^ 
PrcTciiting pofts, the terror of the news,^ 
Our neighbour prino/cs trembled at their roar ; 
But our conjun£t ion makes them tremble move. 
Your neYcr-failing fword made war to ceafe. 
And now you heal us with the arts of peace;; 
Our minds with bounty and with awe engage, 
/Unite aifediions, and reftrain our rage. 
Lefe pleai^re take biiave ipinds in battle won» 
f Than in reftdnng fuch as are. undone : 
f: Tygers have courage, a«d jthc, rugged bear ; 
. /But man alone can .whom he.cohcjuers fparc. 
r To pardon wilUj^g, and to pupifh Ifltth, 
r • You ftrike -with one hand, but you heal with toth : 
Xtifting up all that proftratc lie, you gf ievc 
You cannot make the dead again to live. * 
^hen fate j»r error had our age mi fled, 
jj And o'er thefe.Jiations fuch confufion fprcad, 
\ The only cure which could from heav'n come down, 
Was fo much pow'r.andrclcmjcncy inopc : 
One, whofe extra Aion frotfi an antient line, 
4 Gives hj^pe again, that well-born men may (kine : 
' The meaneft, in your nature mild and good, 
^ .• The noble reft fecured in your blood. 
I Oft Have we wonder'd, how you hid in peace 

A mind proportioned to fuch things as thefe : 
How fuch a rolling fpirit could rettrain. 
And praAifc firft over yourfelf to reign. 
'Your private, life did a juft pattern give, 
How fathers, hufbands, pious fons fhould live : 
Born to command, your princely virtues flcpt, 
Xike humKle David's, whilft the flock he kept. 
But when your troubled country calPd^you forth. 
Your flaming courage, and your matchkfs wortji, 
\ Dazling the eyes of all that did pretend, 
^ To fierce contention gave a profp'rous end, 
i Stijl as you rife, the ftate, exalted too, 
[ : Finds no 4ift<^per while it's chang'd, by yon * 
i '-■ ' " A ^ 2 
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Chang'd like the world's great fcene, when without 
The rifing fun night*» vulgar light deftroys. (noife 

Had you feme ages pait this race of glory ! 

Run, with amazement we fiiould read your ftory : | 

But living yirtue^ all atchieyements ^aft. 
Meets envy dill to grapple with at 1 aft. \ 

This Caefar found ; and that ungrateful age. 
With lofing him, fell back to blood and rage, 
Miftaken firutus thought to break their yoke, 
But'cut the bond of union at that ftroktf. 
That fun once fet, a thoufaad meaner ftars 
Crive a dim light to violence and wars j 
To fuch a tempeft as now threatens all, i 

Did not your mightj arm prevent the fall. 

If Rome's great tenate could not wicM the fword, ^ 

Which of the ponquer'd world has made them lord ; i 

What hope had ours, while yet their, pow'r was neWf 
To rule viAorious «rmies, but by you ? 
You, who had taught them to fuboue their foes. 
Could order teach, and all their hearts compofe ; 
To ev*ry duty couM their minds engage,^ 
Provoke their courage, and command their rage* 
So when a Hon (hakes his dreadful mane, 
And angry grows, if he that firft took pain 
To tame his youth, approach the haughty beaft. 
He bends to him, but frights away the reft. 
As the vext world, to find repofe at laft, 
Itfclf into Auguftus' arms did caft r 
So England now docs, with lie tofl opprcS, 
Her weary head upon your bofom reft. ; 

Then let the mutes, with fuch notes as thcfe^ 
, luftruA us what' belongs unto our peace : 
Your b^tlcs they hereafter fhall indite^ 
And draw the image of our Mars in fight ; 
Tell of towns ftorm'd, of armies over-run. 
And mighty, kingdoms by your conduA won ; 
How, wnile you thunder'd, clouds of duft did choke 
Contending troops, and fcas lay hid in fmoke. 
Illuftrious arts high raptures do infufe, 
fV.nd cirVy conqueror creates a mufc : 
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\ ..Here 10 low ftrains your milder deeds wc fing ; ^ 
f ' But there, my Lord, we'll bays and olives bring 
\ ^ To crown your Ibcad ; while you in triumph ridc^ 
L 0*er vanqui(h*d' nations, and the fca befide ; 
t While all your neighbour-princes unto you, 
'^ lAkc Jofcph'«.flicave8, pay reVerence;i and bow. 



; I J. Of a war with Spain, and. fight at fea, by General 
Montague. In the year i656./^By Mr Waller.' 



^ "W^O W for fome ^ges had the pride of Spain " 

-*- ^ Made the fun fhine on half the world in vain ; 
/_ While (he bid war to all that durft fupply ' 
The place of thofe her cruelty made die : 
Of Nature's bounty men forbore to tafte, 
And the beft portion of the earth lay wafte. 
From the new world her filver and her gold 
.^ Come, like a tempcft, to confound the old ; 
Feeding, with thefe, the brib*d cleAors hopes. 
Alone fhe gave us emperors and popes i 
With thefe accomplifliing her vail defigns, 
Europe was fhaken with her Indian mines. 
, When Britain, looking with a juft difdain, ^ 
. tJpon this gilded niajedy of Spain, 
And knowing well that empire mud decline, 
Whofc chief fupport and finews are of coin^ 
Our nation's folid virtues did oppofe 
To the rich troubkrs of the world's repofe. 

And now fome montht , encamping dri the main, 
. Our naval army had befieged Spain : 
They that the whole world's monarchy defign'd. 
Are, to their ports by oiir bold fleet confined ; 
^rom whence our fed-crofs they triumphant fee, 
Liding without a rival on the fea. 
►thers may ufc the ocean as their road ; 
Only the Englirti make it their abode, 
Whofe ready fails with ev'ry wind can fly, 
And make a covenant with th' inconftant flcy : 
y A a 3 
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Ow oaks fccure, as if they there took root, J 

^c tread on billowl with a ftcady foot. 

Mean while the Spaniards in America^ - 
3Near to the line, the fun approaching faw, I 

And hop'd their European coaft td find 
'Clear'd from our fhips by th« autumnal wind ^ j 

. Their huge cpacioiis galleons^ ftuft with plate^ 
The labVing" winds drive llowly tow'rds their fate- 
Before StLucar they their guns difcharge, 
To tell their joy^ or to invite a barge : . 

This heard, fomc fliips of ours (tho* x)Ut of view). 
And fwift as jcagles to the quarry flew : ^ 
So headlefs lambs, which for their mother bleat. 
Wake hungry lions, arid become their meat. 

Arrived, they foon began the tragic play, ■ 

, And with their fmoky cannons banifh day ; ^ 

flight, horror, flaughter, with confuTion meet. 
And with thdr fable arms embrace the fleet ; 
Thro' yielding planks the angry bullets fly, 
And of one wound hundreds together die : 
Born under different ftars, One tatc they have, | 

The fhip their coffin, and the fea their grave. i 

Bold were the men which on the ocean firft 
Spread their newfails, when fliipwreck was the worft : 
More danger now from man alone we"find, 
Than from the rocks, the billows, or the wind. 
They that had falPd from near th' Antarctic pole. 
Their trca/ure fafe, and all their veflcls whole, 
In fight of their dear country ruin*d be, 
Without the guilt of either rock or fea : 
What they would fpare, our fiercer art dcftroys, 
Surpafling ftorms in terror and in noife. . 

Once Jove from Ida did both hofts furvey, j 

And, when he pleas*d to thunder, part the fray : , 

Here heav'n in vain that kind retreat (hould found ; ^ 

The louder cannon had the thunder drown'd. 
Some we made prize, while others, burnt and rent, 
With their rich laden, to ;hc bottom went ; 
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i Down finks at once (fo fortune with us fports) 
. The pay of armies, and the pride of courts. 
^ 'Vain man ! . whofe rage buries as low that ftore, 
i As avarice had digg*d for it before ; 

What earth in her dark bowels could not keep 
L From greedy lianda, lies fafer in the deep, 

Where Thetis kindly docs from mortals hide 

Thofe feeds of luxuryv debate, and pridc^ 
And now into her lap the richeft prize 

Tell, with the noblefl of our ei^cmies ; 

The Marquis, glad to fee the lire deftroy 
i WealA, that prevailing foes were tp enjoy, 
L. Out from his flaming fiiip his children fent« 

To p$rifh in a milder element ; 
( Then laid him by his burning lady's fide, 
! And, fince he could not fave her, with her dy*d. 

Spices and gums about them melting fry, 

Aud, phoenixlikc, in that rich nefl they die. 
^ Alive, in equal flames of loveth^y bura'd, 

And now together afc to afhes tornxi ; 
. Afhes niore :Wor\h than all their fun'ral coft. 

Than the huge treafure which was with them loft. 
i Thefe dying lovers, and their floating fons, 

Sufpend the fight, and Tilence all our guns : 

Beauty and youth, about to perifh, finds 

I Such noble pity in brave Englifh minds. 
That the rich fpoil forgot, th^/ valour's prize, 
I All labour now to fave their enemies. 

How frail our paffions ! how foon changed are 
'Our wrath and fury to a friendly care ! 
They that but now, for honour and for plate, 
Made the fea blufh with blood, refign their hate.; 
And, their young foes endcav'ring to retrieve. 
With greater hazard than they fought, they dive. 
i With thefe returns viftorious Montague, 

With laurels in his band, and half Peru. 
i Let the' brave generals divide that bough ; 

Our great Protcftor h»th fuch wreaths enough* 



o 
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His congiiVing head has no more, room for bays ;. 
Then let it be as t^he gla4 nation prays j 
Lc^the rich ore be forthwith melted down. 
And the ilate fix'd^ by Q^akln^.him a crqwn. 

III. To Oliver Cromwell : By Mr John Locke. 

^ A Pw^ful fway the great Auguftus borc^ 
*^ P er what great Julius gainr'd by arms I>efore. 
Julius was all with martial trophies crowaM ; '^ 
Auguflus for hi 8[. peaceful arts renown'dj 
Rome calls ^hem g^cat, and makes them deities ; 
That for his valour ; this, his policies. . \ 
You, mighty Prince, than both are greater far. 
Who rule, in. peace, that world you gain'd by war : 

. You furc from heaven a finifli'd hero fell. 
Who thys alope two pagan gods excel. 

J IV. Heroic ftanzas on the late Protedor, Oliver 
Cromwell. Written after his funeral : By Mr 
Djcyden. 

AND now *ti8 time ; for their officious hade. 
Who would before have borne him to the iky. 
Like eager Romany, ere all, rites were paft, 
Did Ut toQ foonthe (acred eagle fly. 

g Though our beft notes are treafon to his fame, 
Join'd with the loud applaufe of public voice ; 
Since heav*n, what praile we offer to his name,. 
Hath rcnc|er'd too authentic by its choice : 

Though in his praife no arts can lib'cal be. 
Since they whofe mufes have the higheft flown^ 
Add not to his-fmmortal memory. 
But do ian a6t of frien^fhip to their own : 

Yet 'tis our duty,, amj pur int'reft too, 
Such monuments as w^ can build, to raife. 
Left all the world prevent what we (hould do^ 
And claim a title in him by their praife. 



^ 
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How fhall I then begin, qf where conclude, 
To draw a fame fb truly circular ? 
For in a round what order can be (hew'd. 
Where all the parts fo «qu3l perfcd are? 

His grandeur he deriv'd from heav'n alone ; 
For he was ^rcat ere fortune made him fo ; 
And wars, like mlfts that rrfc againft the fun^ 
Made him but greater fcem, not greater grow. 

No borrow'd bays his temples did adorn, 
'But to our 9rown be did frcflb jewels brings: » 

Nor was his virtue poifon'dj foori as born. 
With the too early thoughts of J)eing King. 

Fortune (that cafy miftrefs to the young. 
But to her antient fervants coy and hard) 
Him, at that age, her fav'rites rank'd among^ 
When fhc her beft«l<5v*d Pompcy did difc^rd. 

He, private, itiark'dthc faults of others fway. 
And fet as fea-tnarks for himfelf to (hun ; 
Not like ra(h monarchs» who their youth t)etray, 
By a6ts their age too late would wi(h undone. 

And yet dominion was n6t bis dtB&i $' 
We owe that bleffing not to him, but heav'or 
Which to fair a&s unfought rewards did join : 
Rewards that lefs to hiih than us were giv*n. 

Our former chiefs, like fticklers of the war, 
rirft fought t* inflame the parties, then to poife ^ 
The quarrel lov'd, but did the caufe abhor. 
And did not ftrike to hurt, but make a noife. 

War, oursconfumption, was their gainful tifade : 
He inward bled, whilfl they proloDg.'d our pain 5. 
~He fought to hinder fighting, and allayed 
To ftanch tRc blood by breathing of the vein. 

Swift and refiftlefs thro' ihc land he pad. 
Like thavbold Greek who did the cafl: fubduc^ 
And made to battles fuch heroic hafte. 
As if on. wings of vidory he flew. 
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He fought fecure of fortune as of fame : 
Still by new maps the Mand might be fliown, 
vOf conqucfts which he ilrcw*d.wher<^eVr he came, 
Thick as the Galaxy with ftars is fQwn.- '^ - 

His palms,; tho* unJer weights tliey did not (land, 
'5till thriVd j no winter could his laurels fade ; "^ 

Heav'n iiihis portrait fhew'd a workman's band, 
, And drew it perfcft, tho' without a (hade. 

Peace was the. prize of aH his toil and care, 
Which war had bani(h'd, and did now reftore : 
Bolognia's w«Bs- thus moiinted in the air, 
J To feat themfclvcs more Xurcly than before. 

Her fafety refcu'd Ireland to him Dwes, 
And treacherous Scotland, to no intVeft true; 
•Yet blefs'^that fate which did his arms difpo^ 
Her land to civilize,. a% to fubdue. 

Nor was .he like thofe ftars, which only ihine 
When to pale mariners they ftorms portend ; 
He hadhiscalmer influence, and his mjfin 
: Pid love and majefty, together bjend. 

'Tis true, his countenance did imprki^^iin awCf 
.And naturally all fouls to his did bow.; 
As wandg of divination downward draw. 
And point, to beds: where fov'rcign gold doth^gro^. 

; Whcn,^ paft .all oE'jings to Feretrian Jove, 
«He Mar«^ depos'd, and arms to gowns made. yieU; 
Succefsful councilirdid .him (bgn approve 
. As fit for. clofe intrigues, ^s open-field. 

To fuppli^fljr Holland he vpudifaf'd a peace, 
, Our once bold rival in the Britifh main ; 
Now tamely glad her .unjuft claim to ceafe. 
And buy her friend(hip with her idol,, gain. 

Fame, of th* aiferted (ea, through Europe blown, 
Made Fr^^pce^nd Spain ambitious of'his lovc^j 
Each knew that fide muft conquer he woul4 own ; 
And for him fiercely, .as for empire, (Irpvc. 
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Ho fooncr was ihd Frenchman's caufc cmbrac'd 
Than the light mondeur the grave don out'weigh'd: 
His fortune turn'd the fcale where it was caft, 
Thoxigh Indian mines were in the other laid.' - 

When abfent) yet we conquered in his right : 
For tho' that fonae miatf artift*8 Ikill. were fhowi" 
la mingliny colour^, or in phcing^ light; * 
Yet ftilT the fair ddignment was hi> own : " 

For from all tempers he could fcrvice draw ; ^ 
The worth of each with it$ allay: he knew ; 
And, as the confident of Nature^ faw; 
How Tbk complexions did divide and brew.' 

Or he their fingle rirtues did furvey, 
3y intuition in his own large breaft,. 
iSThcrc all the rich.idcaB of them lay. 
That were the rule and meafufe to t&c reftl 

When fuch heroic virtue^ heav'n fets out. 
The ftars, like commons, fullenly obey ; 
Becaufe it drains them when it comes about ;- 
And therefore is a tafk they feldom pay. 

From this high fpring Olir foreign conquefts flow, * 
Which yet more glorious triumphs do- portend. 
Since their eommencement tp his arms thdy owe. 
If fpringB as tii^h asibuntaitis-may afcend. 

He made ui freemen of the continent. 
Whom Nature did like captives treat before ; 
To nobler preys the £ng]i(h Hon fcnt. 
And taught him flrflr in Belgian watks to roar. 

"IJTiat old unqueftion'd pirate of the land. 
Proud Rome, wirtT dread the fate of Ihinkirk ,heard f 
And trembling wi(h*d behind more Alp^o Hand,' 
Although an Alexander were her guard. 

By his command) we boldly ceofs*d the line. 
And bravely fought where fouthern ftars arife'j 
Wc trac'd the far-fctch'd gold unto the mine, 
AM that which brib'd cur fsttWs made our prize 
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Such w'as oiir prince ; yet own'd a foul aboyc 
The higheft afts it could produce Or flicw | 
This poor mechanic arts in public move, 
WhiHl iht deep fecrcts beyond pra6tice go. 

Nor died he when his ebbing fame went fefs^ 
But when frefh laurels courted him to live ; 
He fecm*d but.to prevent fome new fucc^fsj 
As if above what triumphs earth/can give. 

His lateft vifkories ftill thickeft eanie» 
As near the centre motion doth increafe f 
Till he, prefs*d down by his own weighty nam e,^ 
Did, like the veftal, under fpoils deccafc. 

But firft the ocean, as a tribute, fent 
That giant prince of all hcr-wat'ry herd ; 
^And th! ifle, when her protecting genius wcnt,^ 
Upon his obfequics loud ughs conferred. 

No civil broils have fince his death arofe ; 
But fadtion now by habit docs obey ; 
And wars that have refpcft for his repofc. 
As winds for Halcyons, when they breed at fea^ 

His afhes in a peagcful urn (hall reft, 
His name a* great example Hands to (how. 
How ilrangely high endeavours may be bleft, 
Where pietyand valour jointly go. 

V. To the happy memory of the late Prote£lor, Olive 
Cromwell. By Mr Sprat, of Oxon, afterward 
Bifhop of Rochefter. 

A Pindaric. ODE. 



''T'lS true, great name, thou art fecure> 

"*" From the forgetfulncfs and rage 
Of death, or envy, or devouring age ; 
Thou canft the force and teeth of time endure : 
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Tiiy fame, like meoy the elder it doth grow, 

V/ ili of itfclf turn whiter too, 

Witiiout what needlcfs art can do ; 
Will I've beyond thy breath, be^rond thy facrfe, 
Tho* :t were never heard or fung in verfc. 

Without our help thy memory is fafe i 

Tl Y o'^^y want an epitaph^ 

1. hat*do remain alone 

Alive in- an infcription, , 
Ken it inbred only on the bra^ or marble fione. 
'J iS a'l in vain what we^can do : 

A:! our rofcs and perfumes 

Y. -11 but officious folly fliew,- 

A: . pious nothings, to fuch mighty tombs* 

A'i our incenfe, gums, and balm. 

Are but unneceffary duties here ; 

The poets may their fpices fpare, 
Their collly numbers, and their tuneful feet : 
That need not be embalmed, which of itfelf is fwect, 

II. 
We know to praifc thee is a dangerous proof 

Of our obedience and our loye : ^ 

For when the fun and fire meet, 

The one's extinguifh'd quite ; 
And yet the other never is more bright : 

So they that write of thee, and join 

Their feeble names with thine, 
Their weaker fpfarks with thy illuflrious light, 

Will lofe themfelves in that ambitious thought; 

And yet no fame to thee from hence be brought^ 

We know^ blefsid fpirit, thy mighty name 

Wants no addition of another's beam ; 

It's for our pens too high, and full of theme : 
The mufes are made great by thee, not thou by them* 

Thy fame's eternal lamB will live, 

And in thy- facred urn lurvive. 
Without the food of oil, which we can give. 
'Tis true ; but yet our duty calls ouj fongi^ 

JDuty comiaftadd our tongues ; , ' 

B b 
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Tho* tjbou want not our praifes, we 

Arc not cxcus'd for what we owe to ihic : 
Tor fo men from religion arc not freed f 

But fram the likar« clotidsi niuft rife, 

Tho' hcav'ii itfelf doth tt^thio^need* 
And tho* the Gods dan*t want an earthly facf ifice. 

III. 
Great life of wonders, whofe each year 

Full of new miracles did appear ! " * 

Whofe ev'ry month might bt 

Alone a chronicle, or hiftory ! 

Others great actions are 

But thinly fcatter'il here and there } 

At heft, but ail one fingle ftar } 

But thine, the milky way, 
All one continued light of undiilingutih Id day : 
They throng'd fo clofe, that nought elfe could be feen^ 

Scarce any common iky did come between* 

What fl\all I fay, or where begin? 
Thou may'ft in double fhapes be fhown, 
Or in thy awns, or in thy gown ; 
L.ike Jove fomctimes with warlike thunder, and 
Sometimes with peaceful fceptre in his hand ; 

Or on the fields or on the throne j 
Ih what thy head, or what thy arm hath done. 

All that thou didft was fo refined, ' 

So full of fubllance, and fo ftrongly join^dj 

So pure, fo weighty gold, ^ 

That the Icaft grain of itp 

If fully fprtad and beat. 
Would many learesi and mighty Miuffies hold* 

Before thy name was publilh'd, and whHft ycl 

Thou only to thyfclf wert great j 

Whilft yet thy ha^py bud 

Was not quite fccn, or underftood ; 
Jt then furc figns of future greatnefs (hew*d^ 

Then thy domcdic worth 

Did tell the world what it would be. 

When it fhould fit occaCon fee. 
When a full fpring (hould call it forth a 
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As bodies In the ^ark ^nd night 
.-lave the fame coioursi tb^ feme; rftdand white» 

As in the open day ao4 Ught $ 
The fun doth only, fhqw 
That they are bright, qot make th^m fo : 
So whilft but pri?ate walks did^knov 
What we to fuch a mighty raiqd (hould owCf 

Then' the fame virtues did appear. 
Though in a lefs and more contrafted fphcre. 
As full, though not as large as fi&$:e.th6j were; 

And like great rivers fountains, though 
At fir It fo de<p thou didft oot g^ $ 

Tho' then thine was not, £9 inlarg'd a itaodi 
Yet when 'twas little, 'twab 9» clear, as good. 

'Tis true, thou watt not boro.unto a crown'; 

Thy fceptre's not thy father's, but thy own : 

Thy purple was not made at once in hafle. 

But, after many other cqJouxs paft, 

It took the decpeft princely dye at laiL 
Thou dldft begin witb^ kffer cAres, 
And private thougnts-took up thy private years : 

Thofe hands, which were prdain'd by fates 

To change the world, and alter dates, 

Praais'd at firft that vaft deftgn 

On meaner things with equal mind. 
That foul, which fhould Q^ many fceptres fway^ 

To whom fo many kingdoms {hould obey, 
Learned firfl to rule in a domeftic way : 
So government itfelf began 

rroni faoiily, a|^ iingle man ; 
Was by the fmall matioa, firft, « 

Of hufhand, and of father, iuiiFS*d| 
And from thofe lefs beginsings paft 
To fpread itfelf o'er all the world at laft. 

VI. 
But when thy country (then almoft inthrall'd) 

Thy virtue^ and thy cours^e caird j 
B b 2 
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When England^d thy arms intrcat^ 

And 't had beeo fin in thee not to be great V 

When c?'ry ftreamy and ev'ry floods 
Was a true vein of earth, and ran with blood ; 

When anus*d arms, and unknown war, 
. iFiird ev'ry place, and ev'ry ear ; 
When the great ftorms, and difmal night, 

Did all the land affright ; 
'Twas time for thee to bring forth all our light 

Thou left'ft thy more dehghtful peace, 

Thy private life, and better eafc ; 

Then down thy fteel and armour took, 

Wifhing that it ftill hung upon the hook : 

When death had got a largc-comraillion out. 
Throwing her arrows and her ding ;kbout $ 
Then thou (as once the healing ferpent rofc) 
Waft lifted, up, not for thyfelf, hut us. 

VIL 
Thy country wounded was, and fick, before 

Thy wars and arms did her rcftore : 

Thou knew'ft where the difeafe did Ij^i 

And, like the cure of fympathy, 
, Thy ftrong and certain remedy 

Unto the weapon didft apply ? 
Thou didft not draw the fwdrd, and fo 

Away the fcabbard throw ; 
As if thy coiintry fhou'd 

Be the inheritance of Mars and blood : 
But that when the great work was fpun, 
. War in itfelf fhould be undone ; 
That peace might land again upon the Ihofe, 
Richer and better than before ; 

The huft>andmen no fteel ftiould kiiow. 

None but the ufcful iron of the plough ; 

That bays might creep on ev'ry fpear : 
And tho' our iky was overfpread 

With a deftrudivc red 
*Twas but till thpu ouf fun didft in full light appear. 
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VITI. 
-.MCuAj-iX 'c, I's j>u / ''3-11, 
That frorr -' t ' ^ ' id flow'd^ 

J Jill on . wrote ; , ..; r 

»r»4iic;i .: — » ^y r-^tj of • jrt led 

Unwillk)giy to flied. 
Letters and karniiig rofe, and were renewed. 
Thou fooght'ft not out of envy, hope, or haic^ i 
But to refine the church and ftatc ; 
And like the Romansy whste'er thou 
In the field of Mars didft moWr 
WaS) that a holy kland hence might grow. 
Thy warsf as rivers raiied by a (how'r^ 
Which wekome clouds do pour. 
Though they at firft may feem 
To carry all away with an enraged ilream f 
Yet did not happen, that they might deflroy^ 

Or the better parts annoy $ 
But all the fikh and mud to fcour. 
And leave behind another dime. 
To give a birth to a more happy pow'r* 

In fields uncooquer'dr and fo well 

Thou didfl in battles and in arms ex^elj 

That fteely arms thcmfelvcs might be 

Worn out in war as foon as thcc. 
Succefs fo-clofe upon thy tro6ps did wait. 
As if thou firft hadft conquer d fat« ; 

As. if uncertain vi£iory 

Had been firft overcome by thee ; 
\8 if her wings were clipped, and could lOt flcej 
Whilft thou didft only fcrvc, 

?fore thou hadft what firft thou didft deferve. . 

Others by thee did great things dO| 
[si»xnph'd& tbyfelf;. aod aud'ft them triuoipb t30 ; 
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Tho* they above thee did appear, 
As yet in a more lafge and higher fpher<# 
Thou, the great fun, gav'ft light to every ilar. 

Thyfeif an army wert alonci 
- And mighty trocjJpa <:ontain'dft in one ? 
Thy only fword did guaird the land, 
Liike that which> flaming in the angd's handu 

From men God b garden did defend : 
But yet thy fword did more than hi«^ 
Not only giiarded, bi&t did inakc this land a paradi&« 

Thou fougbt'ft not to be high or greaty 

Not for a fceptre or a Crown* 
. Or ermine purple, or the throne ; 

But, as the veftal heat. 
Thy fire was kindled frbm aboVc alone* 
Religion, putting on thy fhield. 
Brought thee viSoriou« to the fields 
Thy anns, likethofe, which antient heroes wore» 
Were given by the God thou didft adore ^ 
And all thy fwords thy armies had, » 

Were on an heav'njy anvil m^de ; 
Not intereft, or any weak dcfirc 
Of rule, or empire, did thy mind infpire ; 

Thy vadour, like the holy fite 
Which did before the Perfian armies go, 
Liv*d in the camp, and yet was facred too ; 

Thy mighty fword anticipates 
What was referv'd for hcav'n and thofe blefs^d feats, 
And makes the <hureh triumphant here bel»w. " 

XI. 
Tho' fortune did hang oa thy fword, 
And did iobey thy mighty word i 
Tho' fortune for thy fide and thec^ . 
Forgot her Ibv^ uncoDfiancy j 
Amidfl thy ^rms and trophies thou 
W«t vdtoat atid gcatk too, 
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'■-h- ft thyfelf, when thou didft kill thy foe. 
! i£ fteel/ when it much work ha» paft, 
1 . at which was rough does fhine at lall ; 
'l\v r\ -tis by being oft^ncK us'd did fmoothep grow : 
N'. r lid thy battles, ovake thee proud or high : 

/..y conqueft rais'd the ftate, not thee : 
T • overtam'ft thyfelf ia evVy viAory. 
/ when the fun, in a dire&er line, 
' |)on a polifli'd golden (hield doth fliine, 
T? ' (hield reflefts unto the fun again his light : 
■^o ^ • a the heavens fmii*d on thee m fight, 
V J • n thy propkious God had lent 

*. fccefs and vi^'ry to thy tc^t, 
'^ ) ^ eav*a again the vidlory was feot. 
, XIL 

Kn. 'ard, till thou did& come, 
C,ir *nd her valour home : 
Then our own rocks did ftand 
. Bounds to our fame as w^ll as land. 
And were to us^ as well 
As to our eneniies, unpalTable. 
We were afhamM at what we read^ 
And blufh'd at what our fathers did, 
Becaufe we came fo far behind the dead* 
The Britifli lion hung his mane, and droop *d^ - 
To flavery Knd burden floop'd ; 
With a degenerate flecp and fear 
Lay in his den, and languiih'd there ; 
At whofe lead voice before, 
A trembling echo ran through ev'ry (hore. 

And (hook the world at et'ry roa^ : 
Thou his fubdu'd courage didft rcftore. 
Sharpen his claws, and in his eyes 
Mad ft the fame dreadful lightning rife ; 
Mad'ft him again affright the neighboring floods $ 
His mighty thunder founds through all the woods : 
Thou haft oUr military fame redeem 'd. 
Which wae Ifrft, or ck)uded fcem'd^ 
Nay, more ; hcav'n did bry thee bcftow 
0« U6; at oncc; an iron sge^ aad bappy too« 
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XIIL i 

Till tliou coromand'ft, tbat azure chain of wave*, I 

Which nature round about us fent, 1 

^fade 118 to ev'ry pirate flaves, 
Was rather burden than an ornament ; *, 

Thofe fields of fea, that wafh'd our fliores. 
Were pIow*<l and reap*d by other hands than ours t 
To us, the liquid niafsy 
Which doth about us run, 
As it is to the fun. 
Only a bed to fleep on was ; 
And not, as now, a powerful throne. 
To (hake and fway the world thereon. i 

Our princes in their hand a globe did Aew^^ 
But not a perfeA one, ^ < 

Composed of earth, and water too.* j 

But thy commands the floods obey'd, | 

Thou all the wildernefs of water fway*d j 
Thou didft but only wed the fea. 
Not make her equal, but a (lave to theci 
Neptune himfelf did bear thy yoke, | 

Stoop'd and trembled at thy ftroke t 
He that rul'd aH the main, i 

Acknowledg'd thee his fovereign r 
And noiy the conquered fea doth pay 
More tribute to thy Thames, than- that unto the fea. 

XIV. 
Till now our valour did ourfelves more hurt ; 
Our wounds to other nations were a fport ; 
And as the earth, our land produc'd 
Iron and fieel, which fhould to tear ourfelves be us'dl 
Our ftrength within itfelf dfd break. 
Like thund'ring cannons crack, 
And kilFd thofe that were near. 
While th' enemies fccnr*d and untouched were. 
But now our trumpets thou haft made, to found^ 
Againft our enemies wath in foreign ground ;: 
And yet no echo back to us returning found. 
England is now the happy peaceful ifle^, 
Aad all the world the while 
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Is exercifing srms and wars. 
With foreign or ftitcftme jars. 
The torch extinguifh*d h«:e, We lend to others oiL 
We give to all, yet know ourfelvce no fear ; 
- _ We r-«ach the flame of ruin and" of death, 

Where- e'er we pleafe our fwords t* unfheath, 
Whilft we in calm and temp'rate regions breathe ; 
Like to the fun, whofe heat is hurled ^ 

Thro* evVy cornier of the world ; 
Wbofe flame thro* all the air doth go, 
And yet the fun hfmfelf the while no fir€ doth know. 

XV. 
Befldes the glories of thy peace 

Arc not in number, nor in value, leTs. 
Thy hand did cure, and clofc the fears 
Of our bloody civil wars ; 
Not only lanc'd, but heal'd the woufid, 
Made us again ps healthy, and as found : 
When now the ftiip was well-nigh loft, 
After the ftorm upon the coaft, 
By 'ts mariners endangered moft ; 
Whfen they their ropes and helms hid left. 
When the planks afunder cleft, 
And floods came roaring in with mighty found. 
Thou a. fafe land^ and harbour, for us found. 
And favcdfl thofe that would themfelves have drown*d: 
A work which none but heav'n and thou could do. 
Thou mad'ft us happy whe'er we would or no : 
Thy judgment, mercy, temperance fo great. 
As if thofe virtues in thy mind had feat : 
Thy piety, not only in the field, but peace. 
When hcav'n feem'd to be i^'ahted ieaft ? 
Thy temples not, like Jan\is, open were. 
Only in time of war, 
When thou hadft greater caufe of fear 5 
Religion and the awe of hcav'n pofleft. 
AH places, and all times alike, thy breaft. 
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xyi. *, ,: . . . ,. . 

Nor didft thou only for thy ag? prqvi^c, , . 
B\3t for the years to come befide :, 
Our after- times, and late pofterity. 

Shall, pay unto thy fame as much as wc j 
They too are mad^ by thee.^ 
Whci^-fate did call thee to a higher throne. 
And when that mortal work was done s 
When hejav'n did fay it, and thou mufl be gone ; 

Thou him to bear thy burden chofe» 
Who might (if any could) make us forget thy loib : 
Nor hadft thou him defign'd. 

Had he not been 
Not only to thy blood, but vxrfue, kin ; 
Not only heir unto thy throne, but mind. 
'T18 he fhall perfe(^ all thy car ca, 
And with aa fine a thread weave out thy loom : 
So one did bring thy chofen people from 
Their flaycry and fears ; 
Led them through their pathlefs road, 
Guided Himfelf by God } 
He brought th^m to the borders ; but a fedond hand 
Did fettle, and fecure them in the promised land. 



Vl. Upon the late ftorm, attd the death of the 
•Protcdor, O. Cromwell, cnfuing tbe fame. By 
Mr Waller. 

VyE muft refign 1 heaven his great foul does claini, 
^^ In florms as loud as his immortal fame I 
His dying groans, hts lad breath fiiakes our iHe, 
And trees uncut fall for his fun'ral pile I 
About his palace their broad roots are tod 
Into the air s fo Romulua was loft. 
New Rome inrfuch a temped mi&'d their king. 
And from obeying fell to worCbippiiJg. 
On Oeta's top thus Hercules lay dead, 
With ruin'd oaks and pines about him fpread : 
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The poplar too, whofc bough he wont -to wc^r * f ' 
[ On hia victorious head» lay proftrate thef5^. ' * ^ 

» Thofc his laft fury from the mountain rerft : 

Our dying hrro, from the continent, 
^ Ravifh'd whole towns ; and forts, from Spaniards reft. 

As his laft legacy to Britain left. 
- The ocean, which lb long our hopes confin'd, 
Could give no limits to his vafter mind ; 
Our bounds enlargement was his lateft toil, 
Nor hath he feft us pris*ncrs to our iflc : 
Under the tropic is. our language fpok^. 
And part of Flanders hath receiv'd our yoke. 
From civiT broils he did us difcngage ; 
^ Found nobler bbjcAiS for our martial rage ; 

And» with wife conduft, to his country fhew'd 
Their aptient way of conquering aJ>road. 
Ungrateful then, if we no more allow 
To him, thafgave^ us^peaCe and empire too. 
Princes that fcar'd him, griev'd, concerned to fee 
No pitch of glory from the grave is free. 
Nature herfelf took notice of. his death, 
Andt fighing, fwell'd the fea with fuch a breath, 
, That to remoteft (hores her billows roU'd, 
Th' approaching fate of her greater ruler told. 

From the Cambridge verfes, written upon the Lord- 
Protedlor's death. 

VII. In obitum fereniffimi domini, Olivarii G-omwdlr, 
hujus reif)ublicaB Prote8:ori8. 

F LORES non Paphibs, Tofat 
Hue ferte, aut violas ; munera non Togaat 
Haec manes Olivarii : 

Sed tela et clypeos, Martia praemia, 
Ferte, et laurigeras 4^te 

Laudes exequiis egregii ducis ; 
Quo fama Angliacae nitet * 

GentiSy pr«tcrit« rcddita gloriaCi 
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Hic eft qui patriae din 

AmifTas pemtus reilituit fuse 
Lege& ; qui furias plus 

Sellonae indigenae compofait truces 5 . 
Et cujtw Scotus horruit 

Tot funefta tepens fanguine praclia. 
Noftri non fcmd impetum 

Viftriceraque manum'fenfit Hibcrnia 
Herois. Gladils fcri ' ■ , 

Hiijus Fubfidium confocialibuf ' i 

Ambirunt proceres prece 1 

Gallorum : pot uit non fine pra^lio ^ 

Qucm dims Batavua fibi 

Immanis valido jungere foedere; 
Clafiis cum lacrcas rates 

Fudiflet proprio Marte Britannica. 
Sic hoftes animo fuos, " i 

Dura vivus, domuit ; fed, Libitina, tc 
Laflam nomine dcpriraens, 

Invl(£lu8 paritcr vixit et interit. 

B. S. Coll. S. Petri Soc. M. A. 



No. Vlil. 

The fubftance of a panegyric of the Lord-general 
Oliver Cromwell, as prefentcd to him by the Por- 
tugucfe ambafTador don Juan Roderiguez de Saa 
Menefes, Conde de.Penaguaia. * Written in Latin, 
as pretended, by a Teamed Jefuit, his Excellency's 
chaplain ; but, as more probably fuppofed, by the 
celebrated Mr Johqi Milton, Latin fccretary^ to O. 
Cromwell. 

TXTHEN 1 had often and long revolved in mind thofe 
** illuftrious examples, which, from an affidious 
reading of the antients in heroic time, I had treafurcd 
up in my memory, -there occurred to me a certain 
fpecies of humanity fuperUtively excelleciti formed out 
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of the virtues of them all, which I propofed to myfelf 
as an idea, to which I might compare the portraits of 
whatever eminent men I could meet , with in theprefcnt 
age. And indeed it has fo happened, by the will of 
fortune, that 1 have travelled over the greateft and moft 
noble part' of Europe j in which peregrination I both ' 
accidentally lit of, and induftrioufly found, many who 
flione forth in every kind of pralfe, whom, as they re- 
Tpetftively excelled, I compared with the fpecies J.hat 
rcfided in my mind, and dbferved how nearly each came 
np to,or fell fhortof it ; and from that fimilitude afligned 
to every one his own proper rank.- Some there were, 
who, upon a comparifon of their virtues, made up that 
reff mblance in part ; others, who almoil rcprefented 
it ; but not one, I muil ingenuoufly own, who expref- 
fed it fully. ' That, indeed, feemcd a thing rather to 
be wifiied than hoped for. For who was there who 
could, in every reipeft, bring together all the orna* 
ments of the gown and the fword, fo, as to equaLthe 
idea I had formed from them ? 

. But my voyage- into Britain forbad me to dcfpair. 
Britain, which, by being divided from the reft of the 
globe, made, in the opinion of the antients, a world 
of itftif, has prefented me with that which the other 
could not afford. There was an expedtation already 
raifcd from the extraordinary fame of the perfon, but 
fuch an expeclation as rather inflamed a defire, than - 
pnxiuced a hope of finding*in him what I had feigned 
in my wifh. 1 was even afraid,- left, as fame is wont 
to magnify things beyond their due, that the prefent 
«rtue of the man, eminent as it was, would not fuftaia 
:he cxptftalion it had ra.ifed. You, General Cromwell, 
he honour of your country, the fafeguard of the com- 
nonwcalth, the ornament. of England, you are the man 
. mean. No fboner did I light on you, and thorough- 
jf infpecl your accompliftiments, and critically com- 
pare them with thofe 1 had collefted in my own idea, 
ut I per(uaded myfelf, that you either equalled, or at 
jaft came nearer than any other, this image of a 
C e 
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perfe£l hero. I wa^ overjoyed, that now I had found 
you : I remainciDofleffed of fo vaft a dcfire : for I j 
had feen, in you I had fecn, the piAurc of all policy, | 
and pf all public virtue, mod completely dcjincated. _ 

But, not tD dwell in generals, let us eonfider tbofc 
virtues and endawments which made up that form that 
I had feigned in my mind, and compare^ them, as we 
proceed, with your a£lions and accomplifhmcnts ; that [ 
we may^ by the coraparifpn, determine if the latter ■ 
come up to the former. ^ , 

Firft then, 1 had conceived, as a very defirablc thing, j 
a nobility that was pure, fplendid, honourable ; and 
at the fame time, free from delicacy, free from vanity. • 
I divided from it all meanncfs, luxury, haughtinefs', 5 
vaunting qf itfelf. That which is folid, fubje<^ to no 4 
(hamei promotive of no pride ; far aboye every thing 
mean, near, approaching to magnificence ; from which 
nobody might detraf^i and which might detract from 
nobody; clear indeed and confpicuous^ biit not fo a» 
to obfcure the luftre of others ; which would n6t be 
fatisfied with itfelf alone, or abftain from a6lion from 
- an opinion that it had honour enough in its own blood ; 
but would ^ur on to fame, and wiih ftill tp increafe in 
virtue ; not tending to make the poifeffor carelefs, but 
brave, not indolent, but induftrious f this was the no- - 
bility that pleafed me. 

Such a nobility as thi§, raoft illuftrious Cromwell, 
have we found yours to be ; pure, folid, true : full, not 
of. paint, but of juice : made up, not fo much of flow- 
ers, as of fe^ds : not wrapt up in fmoke, and vanifhing 
in air; but open and clears afplring, by firnl grada- 
tions, to the higheft things. You may boatt yourfelf 
in this, but not grow proud. This nobility may ne- ' 
g1e6t no man, and will be negledled of none : it need 
not defire light from you, but fplcndor only ; it is not 
void of praife, but breathing out a plenitude of glory. 

To nobility (which,becaufeit is derived from others, 
18 more frequently called theirs^ than our own) I addedi 
9 ftudy of letters, l?y which nature fhould be cultivated, 
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the mind polIfKed and fabdued, and rcafon fharpcned. 
Yet this, in a perfon inftraded for the conamonwealth, 
and trained up for political affairs, I wifhed might be 
moderate. For, as the art of governing a common- 
wealth, for the mod pari, is adive and praftical, it 
fliould rather confill of counfel and prudence, than of 
fpeculativc or theoretical knowledge and wifdom. It 
18 neceffary therefore for him, who is brought up, to 
the ;}rt of ruling and commanding, to be tinged indeed 
with a ftudy of letters, which may reafonably inform 
him, and banifk ignorance and unfkilfulnefs from hia 
mind; yet not to be fo deeply tutored, as to compre- 
hend them abfohitely and exaftly in every point. For, 
I know Bot by what means, this thorough knowledge 
of the fclences, at the fame time that it fharpens the 
intelleft,' dulls the foul, and interrupts its clofe atten- 
tion to the adminiibration: of public affairs : perhaps 
becaufe it waftcs the fpirits necelfary for aft ion, and, 
by gradually ^onfuming them, caufes the mind, in 
pcopoftionas it is deprived of them, to grow languid. 
Thofe applications of the wit and mind are tender 
things J they do not fancy the fun and the croud, but 
delight in ihade and retireoient. Noife and bufinefs 
difturb them : they (brink up at the hoiTor of arms, 
and are even affrighted at the bawling of the forum. 
Lik? noble and delicate maidens, they muft rather be 
kept-fafe at home, than brought 'forth into engage^ 
ments and perils. Wherefore the moft celebrated ge- 
nerals of antiquity have fo addifted themfelves to the ' 
inftruftions of their preceptors, as rather to adorn, than: 
to profefs, thofe ftudics : they have applied themfelvea 
juft fo much to them', as might fcrve to nourilli, not to 
overwhelm,, their minds. It was this courfe that the 
hero Achilles held under Chiron and Phoenix ; Alex- 
ander, under Ariftotle ; Epaminondas, under Lyfias ; 
Scipip, under Panaetius. And though Pericles, among 
the Greeks, and Julius Cgefar, among the Romans, may 
have paffcd for fcholars ; yet certainly their praife 
(whereof both obtained a very great fhare) is com- 
C C 2 
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prifcd chiefly in their eloquence ; which cqnfifts m6rt 
in force and nature, than in art and precept. For this 
reafon it is. delivered down to us, that the. on^ thun- 
dered when he /poke, and that the other pronounced, 

, every thing with the fame fpiritlie fought with. 

You, b mod excellent Cromwell, have applied your 
mind to the ftiidy of letters in this manner, copying 
ocadly what I had obferved in thefe, and other famous 
traptains of antiquity. You have gathered up the lite- 
rary duft at Cambridge, without deepening the tracks 
of learning. You have garnifhed your underftanding / 
tvith thofe arts which became a Hberal nature ; you 
have rubbed off the ruft of your mind ; you have ihar- 
pencd the edge of your wit.; you have gained fuch a 
charafter, as not to be reckoned an ill fcholar, and fit- 
ted your.felf, by the rudiments of the fclences, to ma- 
nage the higheft offices of the commonwealth. You 
have gi ven us, in faft, fuch a fp^cimen of your capacjr 
ty, that you may make it appear, if you was.difpofcd • 
.to go on in the purfuit of learning, how very able you 
are to equal the greateft matters ; juft as Juh'un Caefar 
did, whofe fteps you fo nearly-tread in, according to 
the teftimony of Cicero himfelf, ihat prince in every 
kind of learning. And in conducing the common- 
ivealth you have chofe to imitate that Caefar rather than 
XlJicero, by preferring the harfh,.incefrant, and laborious 
employment of a general, to the delicate and fedentary 
office of a fenator. It did not become that hand to 
wax foft in literary eafe, which waSfto be inured to the 
ufe of arms, and hardened with afperity ; that right 
liand to be wrapt up in* down among the nofturnal 
birds of Athens, by which thunderbolts were foon after 
to be hurled among the eagles vi'hich emulate the' fun. 

V For what belongs to their method of life,. the beft 
generals were always honcft and frugal citizens ; and, 
tvhen their country did not want ^thcir affillance, ap- 
plied themfeJves bufily to domeftic affairs, and to pri- 
vate difficulties, if they any way occurred. They pro- 
fcflcd ethics and occononaics^ as the ground vi'ork and 
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iielp of politics, both in their own perfonal pra^ice of 
^ virtue, and in the good order and example they kept up 

^ in their families. For neither will he, who cannot go.- 

; vern himfelf, ever keep his family in due bounds ; nor 

will the commonwesrtth ever ^e ruled by him,' who can- 
not telf how to order his own houihold a right. Nor is 
V the glory indeed lefs of being the beft of citizens, than 
» of being the beft of generals ; fince the former muil be 
the cfFed of a man's own induflry and virtue, the latter 
may happen tl^rough. the aid of the many, and is often 
the work of fortune. That irian, in a word, who vrill 
not deport himfelf as an orderly citizen, muft be a 
dangerous man to his country. For thi« rcafon the 
bell of men have endeavoured to approve their fidelity 
and affeftion to their country by their own manners. 
^ Thus, even in .the Jateft times of Roman liberty, did the 
two Marci, Marcus Cato and Marcus Brutus, excel. 
Of thefe, O Cromwell, you have fo imitated the man- 
ners, that you have expr efTed them to the very life. 

Betaking' yourfelf to your owh paternal houfcj which 
you had received and made noble and \^gCi and hav- 
ing married a moft excellent wife, yoa lived, while a 
private perfon, in fuch a manner as that you might, 
pafs for a toafter of probity ; not void of all vices only, 
which is fome little praife, but fullvof all virtues. You 
delighted in a noble and generous ifTiie, to whom no* 
• thing but worthy things could be acceptable. There 
, was in them a judgment, fteady, true, mature ; which 
_ manifefted their integrity: a fpirit, free from luft and 
avarice, which defpifed every thing that was mean. 
To thefe was added a prudence, perfuading things a-, 
greeable to reafon. It was eafy therefore for them to 
embrace virtue, and to produce it for ah example to 
the world. As a family, formed by fuch living leflTons, 
imbibes a knowledge of the moft perfed mannei-s, and 
conforms itfelf to its preceptor ; there did not feem, to 
the moft rigid Stoic, any" duty wanting in it, that was 
founded in juftice and equity/ Cincinnatus lived not 
C c 3 
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more innocently ; . Serranu8,_ not more incorruptly y 
Cato, he that, was cenfor, hot morejuftly. / ^ 

One might have imagined, even at this time, that 
he could divine what was tp happen, and thus prepared 
himfelf beforehand for the admiration of the common- 
wealth Severe, within the bounds of humanity ; hu- 
mane, within the bounds of feverity ; eafy, yet grave ^ 
moderate, yet majeftic . fparing, without fordidnefs j. 
liberal within meafure, yet often offer* ded at parfimony ; 
fo prone to bounty, that he feemed to repine, on fome* 
occafions, that the excefs of it was a fault. That he 
might indulge more to others, he denied many thingn* 
to himfelf ;' yet his indulgence never extended to licen- 
tioufnefs : he bridled his own anger, to corre^ that 
paflion in others ; and by his example^ reftrained riot, 
and kept all to their duty. He cultivated frlendftiips 
with eagernefs, and would never rafhly conceive enmi- 
ties ; yet was very tenacious of them when once con- 
ceived. He always alLawed more to love, and lefs to 
hatred ;. would bear with fome things, be angry at a 
few, and feemingly difregard a great many; and in 
this diffimulation he ever difcovered a fhrewd and pene- 
trating wit. 

With thefe endowments, both implanted by nature, 
'^and acquired by induftry, you appeared to be born and 
made for the commopvvealth. You prevented- your 
dignities with your merirs ; and, before you K)btalned 
them, plainly fhe wed yourfelf worthy to wear them. 
Nor did you thruft yourfelf into honours, except only 
when the fortune of the commonwealth required your 
aflidance. It was a religious and conftant prad^rfe of 
the antient heroes, to wait for, and not make, occafions 
of helping the commonwealth ; left, being led by a 
iludy of ambition, theyihould feem to obtrude them- 
fclves into offices, and to fet more by their own pri- 
vate advantages than the common concerns. And in- 
deed an honeft and good citizen ought not^ uncalled, 
to turn ftatefman* But he may look upon himfelf as 
called^ eitb«r when aiked in the name of the people/ 
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er vrhen the~mlferable ftate of public aiTalrs iraplore his 
afliftance.' We read that Camiilus a6led tluis, when 
the Sgnones, a people of Gaul, invading Rome,^ he 
gathered up what foldiers he could find at Ardea, 
whither he was banifhcd, and with them defeated arid- 
put to flight the enefny. Cinclnnatus, who was fent 
for from the plough to drive their enemies the A'qui 
from the Roman people, is not to be preferred to that- 
generous exile. 

The public iieceflity Is of great weight i and greater 
18 the force of compaflion for him who filently fuffcrs 
an injury, than for hira who. implores our aid to be 
delivered from fuch a misfortune ; fince there is reafon 
to think that the mouth of the former is fhut up from 
complaining, and that^he has not even the liberty of 
groaning out the wrong which is done hirb. An oc- 
eafion- is offered you^ and that a great one, moil il- 
^luftrioUs Cromwell, of fuccouri^ng the calamities of 
your.Gountry. I do not incjuire into the reafons of 
your changing the government ; I only praife yeiir af- 
fcftion for liberty, and your noble atchievemests in the 
eftablifhment a<nd. confirmation of it. For though a 
difcerning perfon may be m^ore moved with the caufes 
of events, than with the events, themfelves ; it is better 
for a ftranger to abflain from fearcliing and examining 
JFito fecret caufes, which ought not to be rafhly traced 
or cenfured : it is enough fur him, who could not be 
prefent in the councils, to ponder the events^, which 
are perfpicuous. Yet tliis need not be imputed to ig- 
norance or (loth, but to prudence and modefty. 

Moreover, thpugh it would be ridiculous to eflimate 
the jadgraents of advife^ by events, and to meafure 
cither thefe by their fucccfles, or thofe by their opini- 
ons ; (ince it is not in our poVver to know what will 
happen : it is neverthelefs not at all unreafonable to 
acknowledge a^d revere certaiu judgments of a fupc- 
rior providence in events, which often fuffers counfels 
rightly projeded to mifcarry, and fometirtjes conducts . 
Rftlons' precipitately undertaken to a profperou* exit. 
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I do not fay this to difparage the caufes. of cTiangln^ 
the government, but tliat 1 may: recommend my ienfe 
of the alteration ; and fo commemorate thofe events 
alone, which your valour hath rendered the raoft hap- 
py. In fo doing it will appear, that" he to whom mat- 
ters have fo profperoufly fucceedcd, employed all his 
ftudies and a£t ions, not without the divine occurrence, 
for the common utility *. 

When- England had roufed hcrfelf at the name of 
liberty, and her citizens began to Ry together at the 
public fignal, you, moft iiluftrious Cromwell, perfuad- 
cd yourfelf Jiot^ to ftand neuter; but to give up all 
your faculties and ftudies to one party. You had not 
forgot the judgment of Solon, <* that if any one ftopd 
neuter in a fcdition, he fhould be put to death." Even 
Cicero was moved by this fentencc, when, quitting the 
moderation of Pomponius Atticus, he devoted himfelf 
t9 Pompey's party. You thought that he, who follows 
no party, muftl>e proud, br covetous, or ambitious ; 
that he endeavours to keep his own, and to turn every 
event to hie private advantage : yet, when his country 
is rent into parties, fuch a man has no medium where- 
in to be fecure. As you forefaw this, you engaged on 
the fide of liberty, and brought with you a great weight 
of prejudice and fortune to the patrons of |hat gloriou* 
name. They efteemed you a Cato for the fandlion of 
their caufe, a Catfar for their companion in war. Their 
caufe wa&-liked by many, becaufe you approved it^. 

But when they faw you engaged in battle, every one 
prognofticated to you the yi^ory. You fought mixed 
with princes, and was among them the prince. AH 
admired to fee fo many military virtues blaze forth of 
a fu^Jden, which had hitherto been hid in the bofom of 
your foul. So to draw up,, to fet the battle in array, 
to begin the onfet, to encompafs, to urge, to 4rive, to 
overthrow, to difpcrfe the enemy, was what we had 

• There fecms to be an affe^ed obfcurity in this and the pre- 
ceding paragraph, which is owing to, the uncertainty people were 
in w.ith regard to Cromwell's intentions^ upon the difloUitJnp */ 
^hfi iorg f ariiamcnt, - - "^ * 
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read of in books, but faw performed on^y by yon. The 
endowments you diicovcrcd, were thought hardly | of- 
fibJc to be contained in one man. As they couki not 
be more in numb*r, you enlarged and made them more 
conrplcuoiis. 

You pafTcd gradually through the other nifl'tary of- 
fices to that of general, dcd any fnould afTi^jjn your 
lionours rather to fortune than defert. You arrived at 
them more flowly than the coinmx^n wiflics d'^fired, and 
was dragged to dignities by a fort of violence. Yet 
furrounded and coveted, thus on every Tide, your cm- 

. ployments came on fad and thick, as the necerTitles of 
the commonwealth grew up and multiplied. " In a few 
months you atchieved fo many great exploits, that 
other the moft famous captains could hardly parallel 
them in whole ages. Wars fprung out of wars, ar.d 

- you was abfent in none : the ftate of affairs took dff- 
ferent afpecls, and you looked to them all. You fleer* 
cd the helm at every break, wl^en the cpmmo'ftwealth, 
agitated by various motions, rofe high in waves and 

. furges, and when kny other would have been fwallowed 
iip in the tcmpeft. 

Prudence,'a3 well as fortitude, is requifite in the art 
of war. The antients therefore feigned, that Pallas 
jfTtied armed out of the brain of Jupiter ; to intimate, 
that arms profper by counfd, and judgment is to be 
ftrengthericd by arms: and Honaer, in finging that 
war which was of all others the moft famous, give* 
Neftor to Agamemnon, and Pol^^darous to Priam 
(though one had an Achilles, and the other a Heflor) 

■ that he might fhew of what fervice prudent counfels 
■are, in the condudling of military affairs. 

In both thefe, moft: noble Cromwell, we find you to 
have excelled, throughout all the wars you haye under- 
taken. Difcerning, rea-dy, judicious, valiant, dtlibe- 
i^ate, expeditious, fagacious, crafty, careful, attentive ; 
you fore fa w every accident, prevented the meditated 
blow, dared the greateft danger, eluded-the mod art- 
ful ftratagem, cmbyaced and improved every opportu- 
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nity. Other mens councils lay open to you, but yoarg 
to none : you perceived the defigns of all men, while 
no man perceived yours till he faw them accompli (hed. 
Like lightning, you ftrCick before the thunder was" 
heard, aud even before any one could difcern the cloud 
big with, the fiery embryo. Superior in this ^o the 
Roman FabluSj becaufe Hannibal obferved his thun^ 
derbolts in the clouds before their irruption : none was 
aware of yours, but by the ftroke, and the afhcs they 
left when they fell. 

Great in fortitu4c, as in counfcl, you weighed' the 
hazards of war as if you feared them ; you went through, 
them as if you defpifed them. Before danger, wary ^ 
in it, undaunted. Every imputation of rafnnefs, every 
fofpicion of incapacity or negligence, you prevented 
by your adlion, your pre fence .01 mind, and your at- 
tention to every circumftance. 

f* With thefe arts, whilft yet a private captain, you 
firft approved yourfelf among the generals. They 
could perceive yoa to be fet at the head of the war, 
and that victory attended wherever you charged. 
To obey was your firfl: bufinefs, that you mfght bring 
dlfcipline to the office of general, which you wai 
fpeedily to enter on. Nor did it fecm a favour con- 
ferred by the commonwealth, but a reward rendered 
to your merit. 

With what (kill, with what intrepidity, did yott fight 
dgainft the enemy at Edgehill f By the confeffion both 
of your own ,army and of the foe, you obtained there 
the pre-eminence among your brethren. At Marfton- 
Moor how did you flay, how did you difperfe, a body 
of the mod defpcrate adverfaries ; and, bringing back 
your troops from the purfuit, rout-'another party pf 
them, which had broken the other wing of your owa 
army ! You, a iingle captain only, was equal to alHhe 
troops bcfide. But in that irtt>ft famous battle fought 
by you at Nafeby, what an example did you give of 
an excellent commander, and a gallant warrior! Nor 
did tlie general* of the enemy dread you more, than 
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your 6wh loved and admired you. Tho(e called you 
Ironfides and the favage, thcfe the waxen and the 
gentle Cromwell. 

:-your valour was not the lefs wonderful in that it was 
dreaded by the enemy, than in that it was not envied 
by your friends. FroAi an enemy, a man is preferved 
by arms ;. from a rivalj not even by innocence. But 
fuch was the felicity of your virtue, moft iliuftrlous 
jGeneral, that it fhone forth envied by none,' counte- 
nanced by all. No man is ufed to envy any one, but 
him whom he imagines he is able to emulate : but 
who would dare to emulate^ who would think to imir 
tate, pne that has exceeded all example ? No man 
that is beloved fufFers envy; ' You, by your modefty 
and management, have rendered yourfelf amiable to 
all. You arrogated nothing to yourielf ^ you detracted 
nothing from others. The a<5lions you demanded for 
your own part, but left the fame of them to your fel- 
lows ; the danger was yours, the glory theirs. 

Valour and ftvour are the two things which ufually 
prepare the way to the higheft honours ; hut, though 
the firft be fufficicnt to dcferve, it does not always fe- 
curd them : for when honours are to be conferred by a 
commonwealth, he who has not the citizens benevo- 
lence, will never be iple to acquire them. Cromwell 
was raifed to the higheft honours of the commonwealth 
with this iingle prerogative, that he was recommended 
by Fairfax, the grcatclt general of the age, and appoint- 
ed by the commonwealth to fucccd him. Fairfax did 
not dread, that his own lights (hould be cclipfed by 
the fplen4,or of his fucceffor, nor did Cromwell doubt 
but he fhonld come up to the expeftation which fo 
great a general had raifed. England ibuhd within 
,hcrfelf an Atlas and a Hercules, with equal (houlders, 
and with equal conftancy ; both friendly and Heady, 
the one in giving, the other in receiving, the burden 
of the commonwealth. 

Having taken upon you the military command, you 
©vcr-run three kingdoms with a continued courfe of 

• * '^ . /' ■ 
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victories. And what kingdoms were they ? Iflands 
fhuL up by the iea, ilored with men and arras, aAd for- 
tified againft foreign invafions ? Ireland, all over hor- 
rid and warlike;, vomiting up arms and armed mcQ : 
Scotland, the maulian of an unconquered nation, a 
martial fchool, and even terrible in its very ng,nae: 
England, a generous country, the mother of htroes, 
the region of palnis," the feat of laurels, the mount of 
trophies, whofc hills and promontories are ^crowned 
with fpolls gath'ered from her numerous enemies. — ' 
Thefe nations, unpalTjible to fo many generals, previous 
to you alone the invincible Cromwell, have owned 
themftlves tamed and fubdued. You over*-r4n, you 
vanquifhed them, while another could hardly travel' 
them through. That which happened once to Cgefar, 
■ by rcafon of his celerity, *' to come, to fee, to over- 
come,'* happened often to you with redoubled glory^ 
Cffifar lighted on the moil daitardly foes ; you, on the • 
moil rough and ftubborn enemies. In battles, you 
adttd like thunder ; elleemed it your bufinefs to ftrike 
where there was force to refill ; thought it mean to 
hart yielding and gentle things. You fought for rug- 
ged and untamed natures. ' You, who hated delicaciea 
at home> how could you, be delighted with an effemi- 
nate vidory abroad ? 

And as if fortune were obedient to your' wnfh, /he 
chofe for you the fierceft battles, the fharpeil enemies. 
Witnefs, to omit others, t)iat memorable fight at Dun- ■• 
bar, in which you attacked, and broke, and fcattered^ • 
a moll well-appointed army, abounding with" hardy 
commanders and foldiers, gathered from all parts of' 
Scotland. So great was the flaughter of that battle, 
thvit the heaps of dead not only filled the field, but 
(lagratcd it with blood, ^or fell there only the bodies 
of the foldiers, but likewife the A>irits of the whole 
nation* For that is to be reckoned a true vidlory, 
which is extended beyond the fiQ;ht, which di/arms and 
difplrits the living, runs on from the battle over the 
country, and, by the fame of it, compels cities, di 
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ftri<5«,.ai^ prdvijiccs. to Airrcnd.^r . Innpmera.ble towns, 
forts, caftlcs, ftruck by the report, as by a piece pf 
prd'wnec, fell into the haiwU of the Englifh. Yet the 
on<cc moft ftrong, welt fortified, and populous dty o£ 
Edinburgh^ wit a her almpft imprcgDablc cajlle, offered 
to pun a ftop tOr the current of tlic vi6lory. But, when 
(he faw Cromwell, (hy^^s iiruck on a heap, and fiib- 
mittcd. The caftic only, truftjng to her fituatlon and 
garrifon, woyld not yield.; and prepared new |»atter 
of miKtary praifc for our generaL you bcfiegjed it fo 
judiciously* and fo- vrgoroufly, th^t, though the enemy; 
made a gallant , defence, ypu , fpoa brought them to 
fubmit. In tiie .inline monient tHe Aandarqs were beat 
down from the top of' tbisir walls, and the reft of the 
^leighbouring towns were fubdyed. Not more revolt- 
ed, after the biqody battle of Cannae, to Hannibal, 
than, after the (lornxing of Edinburgh cattle, yieldect 
lo.Q-omweil/ Other foitrcffes followed, as if they had 
been appendages to it. Wherever your . con (^uer tag 
forces apprqajched, palms were growing for you. Above 
others (hews itfcif the vii^ory in Fife, won uoj^er your 
aufpices, and to which yoii opepeda way by a famous . 
adventij|^^ ferryiog over the Forth vkh a happy aif« 
dacity.^ 

I come to your lad and greateft vidory, that of 
Worceftcr, which may be ceniparcd to all thi; iharpelt 
battles of paft ages.. The Scots had brought together, 
from all fides their wealth, forces, and ftreng^h, adding, 
a. new hope ta their old dpfpair. Ready to throw |he 
laft dye, they prepared tp engage the more vigproully ; 
to fight, fir ft, for their country ; then, for their ho* 
nour.; and* faftly, for their lives. You, Cromwell, 
baffled all their attempts, broke their force, wearied 
put their ftrength, diiperfed their troops, and, in one 
battle, finifliea all the war. By this vi^ory you fub- 
dued Scotlandt tamed Inland, freed England; re- 
frefhed, eftabliftied, confirmed the commo&w^th. In 
that day there plainly appeared to be in you a$ mqcb 
ikill of military affairs as you can pofiefs^ as. much v^ 
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Jour aa you fliould, as much felicity aa y6u. ought fc^ 
liave, when ' you. Would overcom/c. an enemy. A.lf 
fvhich induftry can do, Was then In your poWcr." For- 
tune, who is her own finlftrefs^ had deyotcd herfelf to 
]^ou onlyj.fccn eifewhete. t6 command^ in your camp 
to fervc, fhc who fuFpiendS^ \Var6 with her own brow, 
obeyed the lea ft jnbd from ^pii. J^t'' ;; " 

I remember bnt^' fix gerferah in paft tirti^s: ind one 
of Tate y^^afs, who, when they had waged many and 
?>rcat war^, jalw^ys ctoe off cohquerprsV You only, 
^dded to the feven, can make the eig&tl^V and be alone 
the compendinm' o^ them all r^The.!,n^agnaj>imity of 
Alexander, the yaloiirr of^'CanxSlus, the conilancy of 
8cipio, the forci of C^far^ tht Mlfl 6f ]6elifarlu6, the 
ibrtitude of ScandefJ^'eg, the v/olerii'e/of. Guftavus 
Adolphus, alF iniit6 ip' you : you ei^cel all. of them', iii 
that wlveii^n they rooft excelled ; and there is now feen 
in Giomwell, not only the, name of a great general, 
buiE even of vaPqur arid felicity thtmfelves; 

Mattiarpraifes however, though they may be more 
fpkndid atid fpecious, are nof therefore more foHd and 
excellent,- than tlibfe* cpnta?ned rrt ^ *?orks of virtiie. 
The difficulty is gfreater in th'c exefcilc of theft: <fhan in 
military affairs^ fince with other accomplifhments we' 
may overcome others, but, with thefe only oQrfeJVes ;, 
which is fo mlich the morc^ bonoutafcle cOtlqueft, that 
fbme of the beff birators havi^ faid, ** they who conqu€r 
others m^y ftill be compared to men, but they who 
overcome themfelvcs larevery fike to God.^ A general 
who wantJa the viVt6c8, though he may ejtcel iii riiilitary 
f^lory, will often hurt tlie <!ic)mmon wealth, or caft a 
blemifh on" his own reputation. But they who have 
been famous both for military glory abroad, and the 
j5raife of virVue at hOnire, . have no^ only preferved and 
extended the commonwcBlth, ^ but alfo acquired im- 
mortal famfe to thcmfelves. Such is the power of vir- 
tdc, that men of this charafter muft be not only dear 
to their fellow •" citizens, but alfo* amiable to their very 
^tftmies. Of tliia charadlcr, moflr poble CromWeU, diy 
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% «ftc?m yoii.to be : for Jo mauy yirXu^s hare 'flowed 
iogetherin ycxi, ^odthofc fo gv.eat j^nd fplen^^d, that 
they feemtid to have jcpntepdcd , KHput. adorniiig you> 
aqd, when' they had adorne^ you^-io ^vc vjted among • 
themfelves for the pjrimacy. . ... . . , 

Arid firjj,^ let us confider thofe virtues which fcrve to 
jeftraln the depraved faults aod ti^jjults of the mind^ 
There is nothing lef^ in o\u";gp^er,t,haa the affe^ion* 
of this fort, wKl^lii Uve.io usV ^rXou^ould not help be- 
ing obnoxious to tl^efe; iu,t for the moil part you fp 
--contained yoiurfelf, tHat, witjiiout tafcing^avvay any 
thing froni nattire^ you threw off much Irpgfi vice, by 
4:ontinually patching, and oppoftag^ J^.^fc ^^^^*9"*» 
jyhen^no tokens of the. cQnfii£l m;tw^rdlyj appeared, , 
Who ever fa,w you elated wi.th pride t "VSThb fever, burn^i 
-ing with anger.? Who Jhflatped.w|th:J.u^,?,,Y'et 6cca- 
Jions of this Tort frequently offer tfei^rcfye^ tp one >vho 
is a wan-ipr, i gen.eralj apji a cQ.qqueror^^^^ in alj 

thcfe cafes you To carrieii yourfelf, as if you were only 
your own mafltcr. ,Yp\jr cqmmajieled ypurfclf, before 
yop injpincd any thing tp a foldief. . Yoq fupprefled 
your own ajigef,. before yoii fet rightji perfpn that vpj^ 
miftakcn^ ox jpuhifhed one th^t was wicked. Your 
mind being prepared aijd purged froni dcfires, you. put 
^a way from you hi (t and avarice. , 

For a leader of thofe viriues wMi^h i^i e^erclfed to- 
jwards otherSt you made ufe of 'prudence : nor .did you 
only confider what was due to every one, Jbut what waf 
becoming yourfelf, ari^ agreeafbletoi , others ; nor bare- ' 
1y perform that.whicli wasi ji^ft, ^but admiiMfter that 
which was equipble and genefoiis. 'JPo, remore an in- 

4*ury, to repel a force, 'yoii tjjougnt a trifling itirtue; 
)ut, to lift vp the miferable, to comfort the affliAedj 
to enrich the nccefStous,' you reckoi^ed was a tfue an^ 
folld kind of goqdnefs ; nor did you defirc to be ap- 
jplauded for your hatred to vices, but compiepded foi 
jour love to virtu?^. 

In the higheft licence of war nothing was lawful t> 
r^pUf but what was fo in the nature ^f things ; ndthin^ 
D d 2 
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pleaftd, except what was hotieft. . Yoti held yoar fol- 
ditrs to their duty, ndt by force or authority, but by- 
ciampJe. The laws of war were wrote In your coun- 
tenance, they were filcntly carried abovit inyour afped. 
Words were idle, where the Icitons' were given ia 
works. The foldiers never wanted 6f thtif pay, bc- 
taufe you abated of your own t6 make it up. The/^ 
who needed nothing fpr themfeWes," dcfired fometbing 
ht you ; you who made them not only moderate, but • 
abftinent. ' You firft brouglit religion into the ^rmy^ 
and taught your loldiers to war moil againfl vices and* *. 
irregular defircs. 

That general will' at laft know how to deftroy the 
enemy, who (ran find how; to ptefcrve his own foldiers^ 
No general was ever more tehdf r of his foldiers than 
you. You loved them, abroad in tlie battle, and at 
home in their quarters, as your own" children. You 
watched carefully agaiall all their inconveniences, en- 
quired into their ncceffities, prevented their ihtrcatic8>- 
fore llalied their fighs. A man under you might be 
difpleafed, but certainly he couki not comp/ain. Did^ 
a foldicr lye before you wbunded with a random /hof ? 
You leaped from yourhorfe, raftuptohitn, and took a 
-part of his grief to yolirfelf. If he wanted a bed, you 
fprcad under him your' own cloak, ' which, for the af- 
- fe^ion it was done with, felt fofter than down. To 
another you offered your arms, and laid him, folded 
5n them, to your breail, and, out of your inborn love, 
more nobly animated him with the throbbings of your 
heart. You pulhed not your horfe with greater force 
to the dettru^ion af Kn enemy, than you checked jfnd 
pulled him back to prefcrve your own foldier. In the 
battle you inured your hand to llaughter ; in the camp,' 
to preferve life. YoU judged no man to be your ene- 
my, longer than he exercifcd both hatred and arms 
againll you. Fighting, and unwilling to be conquer- . 
cd, you drove, you bore him down : lallen; and over- 
tsome, you raifcd, /ou chcrifhcd him. 
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. Tficrc H^as nothing fo hateful to you as rapine^ and 
burnings. You thought it an impiety tfi rage beyond 
death) againll a private pcrfon ; beyond furrendry, 
as^atnfl a pubUc place. You wiihed to take towns by 
Capitulation, not by ftorm, r You made no man guiltjr 
through private hate, or wicktd through rafti fufpi- 
cion,. that To you might take vengean<ie of him ; but 
rather feigned an innocence for many, that they might 
etcape the punilhments appointed for them« This one 
tind of diflemDling, which borders " on picty^ highly 
pleafcd you. 

With thefe virtues you have. e:(tiTiguii!ietl all |jnvy in 
{be foe ; procured love from your friends ; obtained 
the .favour of all. What Pompey the great found, iii' 
a jfevere iHncfs at Naples, wlieii the whole city fecmed 
toTjc ficli: and to recover with him f that have you ex- 
perienced from your friends, when, after fo many vic- 
iorics, a daPngerous diljcmpcr alTailed you, w*hich w^s 
iio fooner reported over fhe EngHih dominions, bit 
fuddcnty a djep fadncfs feiied tlie minds of all, and 
•the' whole nation Teemed to be in danger with you« In 
^ the -wiflies of all,- Tile w^as unanimoufly decreed for yoof 
pn whom the wclfaretkf the commonwealth was fojind- 
ed. You began to amende and, being out 6f danJE;er, 
removed the gloom from .evcfy-.countcnance. As the 
world looks gay with rays ever^ where diffused over it 
^y the fubi To all England -was exhilarated by the litws 
of your recovery. Cit1e8,%rts, towns, cadles, viUagea, 
^rew warm with gratulatians ; both the higheft and 
the loweft leaped tor'^oji and the citizen and the fol- 
4ier alike danced and tritimpVd, as if the'^ftrength tliat 
you had regained;j had been Ms own propctty. 

This, though great. in itfelf, Ccemedto portend fonac- 
thing greater. The gods aflenting, the citizens callmg 
you, all the people uniting in your favour, you ha^ 
afcended to the highetl point ^f military emptrc ; not 
blindly smd rafhly, but flowly and gently, through t!ie 
degrees of offices and virtues j that fo, born and form- 
jd ihc fatber of yout: country, you ftiould prefervc zJad 
D d 3 
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rnpt deflroy it ; advance, jind t^ot deprefs it ; ampUfjv 
and not diminifh it. You freed the citizens not only 
from fear, hut alfb from fiilpicion, when youi diflblvcd 
a parliament^ cqmpofcd of the iiioft' grave and wealthy* 
pcrfons, becaule it did not fo much cOnfult; the intcreft 
of the. people/ as to reduce the Commonwealth to hp 
iubjtfd to its own will. JSfod iiifcovered certain tokens 
of a pjsrpetual domination ; that they were minded to 
keep their own acquired power, and j:o carry on th^ 
adminiftration of public alFairs more for, their own prir 
vate ends, 'than with the c'onfiyit'of the people | iha^ 
they had not performed their faith plighted to thcit 
jcounjtry, by eledling fenators out of all the provinces, 
.nor .were likely for the futpre to perform it. Yoji 
found more among them like Cafar^. who retaliied th/e 
dit^atqrfhip, than like Sylla, who laid it down.* Fired 
with a love of .virtue, and of your country, you flew 
to help it ; and, becaufe the thing was full of ha^ard^ 
.yqu added might to right, ain^d, cntci;ing the, court with 
the authority of a general, .btoke up a great, a rich, jk 
full, a .folemn parliament^ in 9 moment." 

1 do not confider here either your magnantt^ify, ctf 
prudence,^ or celerity, or felicity ; but your Vjegard to 
right and faith, j&nd your ftudy. of Jiberty. iTiere is 
' Eothing to be feared from 'th?t citizen, who h»th fhewn 
liimfel* a vindicator of rights an overthrower of am- 
bi^-ion, and expeller of impotence. He i» to be cleared 
jof all fufpicion, who, wh^j^ b? drove out others, rc- 
'folved to extirpate thofc vices .which grew up to the 
4iurt of the, commonwealth. There will be' no. room 
to fear his govern n^ent for the fqturq, whofc arms are 
* hurtlefs, and whofc force is moderate^. He willaft 
,niore innocently in peace^ who hath gone through the 
war blamelefB. He who. clad in a general's robe a^?- 
ftaincd from injury, veiled in a priijcc*s"gbwn will pro- 
mote all manner of jv&ice. He who dcfervcd well oi 
his enemies, cannot defcrve ill of his country. 

On you alone, mod noble Cromwell (than whom no 
inan diifes wifh or think of any thin^ more gre»tj[, the 
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f khcs, the fortunes, the hopes of England arc all built. 
The looks, the eyes of all its citizens, big with the 
highell expeftation, arc call upon you. Nor is it Eng- 
land only, but all Europe, and the uni^erfaHvorld, that 
turns up his thoughts to you ; you^;^ the f9le objedl of 
their minds. Pofterity, which <Iepends <}ii you, \ylll 
not only admire your adions, but require the reafon 
of them. It behoves ypu not only to fatisfy your own 
confcience, but alfo the expe^ation and d^lre of the 
whole world. Reprefent the^heroic virtuts of that 
idea, whereof I have fhewn you to be the example. 
Inthe greatnefs of your jnind, ad! tjie Alexander ; in 
your military iltill, the PyiF^huSti in^^our valour, the 
8cipio ; in yoUr authority, the J^apyrius ; in your ardcr, 
the Mar^ellus j fn your prudence, the Fabius ; in your 
fubtlcty, the Cannibal. 5 in your conftancy, the iEmi- 
lianus ; inyqur felicity^ 'the C^faf. Cpowards your 
citizeijs, (hew yourftif a ^aiiiillus, a Pompey, an 
/Vgc^ii^aus, an Agis, an Epamheondas. Towards your 
enemiesj, exhibit a Brafjdasj^a'^ jDy.fander, a Rutilianus, 
a Metellus, a Gylippus, a Ludtatius. In your faith, 
ftand forth a Regqlus ( inyour abftinoncc, a Fabricus, 
in your nlptieratidit*. "^tiiii^itBS v in yc^r integrity, a- 
Cato ; in your patience, a liemiftoiles ; in your gra- 
^ty, a Ciai^tn. To fum^upjl^ Ikspect Yot/gsELF. 
You alone are fufficient to exprefs the virtue^ of them 
nil. Comfort yourfelf a^you have hitherto done ; 
for you are HE, who, unl^Byou devkte from yourfelf, 
cannot be a bad man ; if you imitate yoUrfcIf^ cannot 

bat be THE BEST. 
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